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PREFACE 

Southeastern Pennsylvania, durln,? out colonial period was the prolific 
hive from whi-ch tlu' swarms of Swiss and Gorman settlors of America almost 
exclusively came, who, during the latter years of that period and during the 
lint several decades of our natloiisl .exiateaee, migrated westward and 
planted the seed of the Teatonic element of our ptH^nlation in tiie middle 
west, the southwest, the northwest and the far west, and whose descendants 
In our later decades have sprung from thrm by millions and have largely 
moulded the character of that vast empire, down to this day. 

The vallers of the Susquehanna and Sehuylklll Riven heing thus, the 
mother-land of so powerful and populous an influence, in our state and na- 
tlonal existence. It was deemed by the compiler a matter of sufficient Impor- 
tanee, to gather np the historical events in ehronological order, leading up to 
the German-Swiss settlement here, from the time of remote ages. It was 
also thought equally Important to set out in like chronologieal form, the flnt 
six decades or more of tiie growth and developmmit of those same peoples 
here after their Initial settlement about the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury and to show their wonderful growth in power, in numhers. and their 
vigor in pushing the frontier line of our wealth and settlomcut westward. 

These Annals record the outlines of a history of religious fervor and of 
tenacity of noble purpose stretching across a thousand years, as glorious as 
anjrthing else that ever happened in the history of the world. As early as 
the year 900. strong men began to stand out as champions of religious lib- 
erty and the simple Gospel, against the great Romish Church, the only Chris- 
tian Church of note then on the earth. They held fast to the faith, Uirough 
fln and against sword. Ahout the year 1160, Peter .Waldo rmiounced the 
Romlsb Church and led tfie Bvangelical Christians; and by hundreds of thou- 
sands thev adhered to him. They held the faith nearly four hundred years 
more and went like Iambs to slaiighter. Then came the Reformation. Luther, 
Zwlngli, Calvin, and Menno Simon, led the movement in the ^eart of Europe. 

Menno held to the Waldenseon hellefs (and especially to the doctrine of 
non-resistance) and his followers became the prey of the militant faiths both 
Romish and Reformed. But neither fire, nor sword, nor drowning, nor prison, 
nor the galleys could turn them from their conviction; and while Zurich and 
Berne and other cities exterminated, imprisoned and deported them, they 
multiplied: and they were found hy thousands everywhere; They obtained 
governmental flavor hi Holland by the year 1676 and thus tiney beheld that 
golden glow in the west and gravitated there at the Close of nearly 200 yean 
of suffering, hoi fling on to their faith in all its simple purity. 

Then they learned of America and in the next half century not less than 
fifty thousand embarked to reach the glorious land of Penn. Nearly twenty 
thousand who tiius embarked died at sea; the remainder reached their happy 
goaL 
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They filled the valleys of Susquehanna and Schuylkill and of all their 
tribntarieB. Before the Revolution thqr flocked down tbe Shenandoah. They 
soon erOBMd the AUeghenles and filled the Cumberland. They multiplied and 

drifted into the Ohio Valley and by the beginning of the nineteenth century 
they settled in lower Canada. Tlioy ojipnod u\) the Indiana and Illinoia 
region, the Kansas section, the Dakotas and the Northwest. Their descend- 
ing generations In all the vast empire of middle-western and far-western 
America as well as in nastem America, are sons and dtlsens ot power and 
wealth and influence in the forces that are moving and making our ^reat 
nation. Results such as these, make worthy of preservation, the origin and 
early struggles and gradual stei>8 — the long, the arduous and ever conquer- 
ing march — ^to such a goal. 

H. FEUNK B8HLBMAN. 
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ANNALS OF THE PIONEER SWISS AND PALATINE 

MENNONITES OF LANCASTER COUNTY, 
AND OTHER EARLY GERMANS OF 
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 



Introdaeltom ami Back|^«B4. 

It Is the purpose of the narration 
which shall follow to set out in an 
easjr and attractlTe style, some of the 
leading events In the life of the early 
Swiss and Palatine Mennonites and 
other Germans of eastern Pennsylva- 
nia, and particularly of LAneaater 
County. This is a subject upon which 
much is known traditionally hut not 
▼ery much, accurately and authorita- 
tively. 

It is believed that the noble life and 
struggles of these pioneers who were 
the very backbone of early Industrial 
Lancaster County uud of otlx r eastern 
Pennsylvania spotions, should be pub- 
licly and familiarly known. And we 
feel that If they are truly known, a 
character will be shown to the i)ublic 
In every way the equal of that of the 
Puritans down east, upon whose early 
noble acts and life all generations of 
America have been taught to look 
With awe and reverence, as if all the 
good that was ever done for America 
in primitive days was done l)y those 
godly New Knglanders. This, of 
course, is not the fact, it may be very 
truthfully said that the pioneer Swiss, 
and Germans and kindred nationali- 
ties who oriRlnally settled certain 
large portions of eastern Pennsylva- 
nia, liaTe done as much for America 
and have lived as nobly, and have up- 
held the pure rellRion and gospel, of 
our nation as faithfully as the "witch- 
bnming" Puritans ever did. • 



These Swiss and Germans of whom 
I stiall write labored under many 
problems and dllHeulties, which our 
people of today will find It hard to 
believe. They were foreigners and held 
in disfavor for a time by the English 
government of this province, though 
Penn gave them a special invitation 
to come and settle here. They were 
looked upon with Jealousy by other 
people settled among than because, 
these Swiss and Germans, early In 
the country districts at least, began 
making money and progress by their 
thrift, etc. 

It is not our purpose to give a com- 
plete history of these peoples; but 
rather only a series of "Annals" de- 
picting the most striking events of 
their life and progress here. 

In order to understand fully the 
life, feeling and ideals of these 
I)eopIes it will hr> noeessary to go 
back many hundred years and supply 
the European historical background, 
and trace up the long train of relie> 
ious causes which brought than to 
Pennsylvania. This foundation or 
early history of their troubles, etc., 
will be necessarily quite lengthy and 
go back to the time of Caesar. But in- 
asmuch as familiar Lancaster County 
and other eastern Pennsylvania 
names will continually appear In It, 
we hope that it will not become tire- 
some. 
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THE EUROPEAN BACKGROUND 



The Evmpean Backsnwid— Tht 
GaiMf irUek Fweed tte SwIm 
Into PenMylTaata* 

Swltserland has passed through 

centuries of bloodshed, civil convul- 
sion, war and religious persecution. 
Before Christ, Caeiar fought the Hel- 
vetian War, pftrtty on its soil. The 
objects were conquest and empire. 
The Romans held it four centuries; 
then the Allemanl. In the German In- 
vasion, took possession; and in turn 
the Franics overthrew the Allemanl, 
and the Burgundians. The Franks 
started a new clviUfatloii under 
Christianity, ( Lippincott Ctas.). Perse- 
cutions against the CHurlstians first 
reached Northern Italy and the bor- 
ders of Switzerland and Germany about 
the year f.OO A. I). I'p to this time 
the fiercest persecution in other parts 
Of Europe was that by the heathen 
Longabards upon the Christians for 
their refusal to honor idols. (Martyrs* 
Mirror, Elkart EdiUon of 188G. p. 
210). Bvt the Roman Church now 
began the same, and punished Hishop 
Adrian in fW^ as n criniinal for refus- 
ing to baptize iufauts, (Oo.). About 
850 there was a butchery of non-con- 
formant Christians by the Franks, 
(Do., p. 233). At the opening of the 
10th century persecutions were still 
raging in different parts of Ehirope 
on the (iiiestion of baiitism. of which 
the learned Glselbert writes, (Do., p. 
24&). But most of the religious per- 
secutions during this century were 
those inflicted by Pagans upon Chris- 
tians generally, all along the Medi- 
terraaeaa coast. (Do.). In 920 King 
Worm of Denmark persecuted the 
non-resisting Christians in and sur- 
rounding Denmark, (Do., p. 246). By 
950 the current which the Danish King 
started reached Slavonia, whose un- 
godly tyrant King jiersecuted de- 
fenseless Christians there; and by the 
Old of the century religions war was 
In progress by the Vandals, against 



the non-combatant Oirlstlans oC 

Hamburg. Brandenburg and other 
parts of Germany. And, indeed, in 
Altenburg, Swltserland, he directed 
his fury against all Christians, but 
chiefly against Romanists. Then In 
991 the Pagan Danish hordes again 
poured taito Qermany and vezed the 
Christians during 40 years there, (Da, 

p. 249). 

In the 11th century the question of 
Infant baptism and transubstantlatlon 

gave rise to furious persecution by 
the main Christian Church upon the 
separatists who refused to adhere to 
either of those doctrines. Many of 
these separatists were convicted of 
heresy and executed, (Do., p. 255). 
The Berengarlans of Netherlsnds and 
(Germany suffered in this persecution, 
(Do., p. 260). By the middle of this 
century the Holy Roman (German) 
Empire controlled Swltserland. (Lip- 
pincott). 

lOO^Earllest Avthentle Appeanoce 
•f the Hem. 

In the year lOOf) w e find the first 
trace in Switzei laml, of any name 
common among us toda>' in Lancas- 
ter county and Eastern Pennsylvania. 
It is one of the two most prominent 
and numerous names of the county — 
Ilerr. Miller is the other. The count>i 
directory shows us indeed that there 
are nearly twice as many Millers as 
lierrs in the county today. 

In the year Just stated the Uerrs 
appear In Northern Swltserland, in 
(ho person of the Swablsh Knight 
Hugo, the Herr or Lord of Bilried, 
(ViLU iu Herr Genealogy, p. 1). The 
race anciently lived In Swabia says 

the same author. Swabia was oue 
of the districts into which Maximilian 
II divided ancient Germany, then in- 
cluding Switzerland. Prof. Rhoddy 
tell.s us that Swabia included near- 
ly the whole of Northern Switzerland, 
and a large tract of (Sermany east of 
the Rhine, at one time called Aleman- 
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ia. Therefore the foundation of 
Lancaster county, was not only Swiss 
In 1710; but the pioneers In 1710 were 

descendants of a Swiss stock rlurins 
a prior period of over seven hundred 
years. 

1950— The Great Ehj or £nby Fanilly 

MoT«d to SwItierUiBiL 

We will not vonch for t&e truth of 
the statement announced in the title 
to this paragraph. PJzra E, Eby late 
of Berlin, Ontario, author of the "Eby 
Family" states that the Ebys lived in 
Italy known as the Ebees and were 
heathen until the Waldenses in the 
12th century or later brought them 
into Ghrlstlanitjr. The Bbys were sup- 
posed to have come into Swltaerland 
during the 11th century. 

1660— The Reformed Spirit In the 
Koman Church. 
MQller, page 57, recites a letter 
from the Papal legate Peter Damian 

to Adelaide Susa showlni^ that the 
Reformed Spirit existed in the Church 
of Rome from 1050 at least. And It 
is added that the old E«Tangelical con- 
gregations to whom the Waldenses 
belonged existed from time immemor- 
ial. The diocese where the Wal- 
denses lived maintained its independ- 
ence of the Church of Rome until the 
12th century says Muller. And as 
early as this time began the marriage 
and expulsion of priests. In this re- 
sistence against Rome Bishop Clau- 
dius of Turrene distinguished himself 
earlier than all others from 81B to 

835— a true reformer says Muller, 
(Ernst AlUIler's Geschichte der Bern- 
iscben Taflfer, p. 57). 

llOO-Oriariii of the Waldeues. 

In the middle of the 12th century 
at Utrecht antl other places they were 
burning the Uerengarians alive. (Do. 
M. Mirror, p. 281). About 1159 those 
who opposed the doetrlnes of the Iloly 
Church which we have mentioned, be- 
gan to have strong an'l able suporters 



in deposed Roman bishops and others. 
One yt thOM PetetJVValdQ .ol^ 

L yop^. who separated in 1160, (Da, 
p. 265). His adherents were first nu- 
merous in the province of Albi, (Do., 
p. 266). They were called Lyonites, 
Albigenes and finally nearly all Wal- 
denses. They spread into every prov- 
ince and were objects of persecution 
during four centuries and more. The 
Roman Church began to call them 
Anabaptists. (Do., p. 207); and by 
that name their descendants in faith 
were called down to 1710 at least, as 
we shall show later. Their doctrine 
was essentially the same as that of 
the pioneers who in 1710 first settled 
Lancaster county. Their creed con- 
tained the following principles among 
others — opposition to infant baptism 
— to transubstantiation — to war — ^to 
participation la goTomment— to oaths, 
etc., (Do., pp. 265-277). They early 
reached Northern Italy and the bor- 
der of Switzerland, (Do., p. 279). 

1150 to 1'2(M)— Trouldts of Xon-Ile* 
slsUints In Latter iiaif of the 
12th Century. 

In 1161, in the eighth year of 
Henry il, about 30 German men and 
women sailed over to England to es- 
eaiie Papal tortures. They were Ber- 
1 engarians or Lyonites and separated 
I because of thrir views on infant bap- 
tism, etc. They were illiterate and 
led by a German of some learning 
called Gerard. They were appre- 
hended In England. (H. Mirror, p. 
283). Abram Mllllnus shows that 
their doctrine was similar to the 
Mennonite tenets of faith. They were 
scoui^ed and banished and allowed 
to freeze to death. In six Wald- 

enses were discovered in a barn near 
Cologne. In Prussia and were burned 
to death, (Do., p. 284). 

Ernst Miiller tells us (]>. 61) that 
I the Abbe of Steinfeiden named Ever- 
I vin wrote in 1164 to the Holy Bernard 
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that an untold number ar» eveiy- 

where prepared to oppose priests and 
monks In their midst, and that this 
heresy has grown secretly ever since 
the time of the martyrs. 

In 1191 the City Basle, Swltserland. 
was founded. It has today a popula- 
tion of 70.000 and was the scene of a 
like perseeutton* and refuge. 

During all this time the Waldesean 
doctrine was spreading rapidly. And 
hy 1199 one of their enemies said a 
thousand cities were filled with 
them. They filled Southwestern Eu- 
rope, Ene;land, Germany, Hungary 
and Northern Italy. (Do., p. 279), Ja- 
cob Mehring says these people who 
did not believe in Infiant baptism, 
transubstantiatlon, force, war o r 
political affairs were contemptuously 
called Anabaptists. Waldenses, Ber- 
engarlans. Monnonites. etc., by the 
papists, I^utherans and Calvanists 
(Do., p. 267). As far as the German, 
Swiss and Dutch are concerned the 
12th century closed with the expul- 
sion of many of these Waldesean 
Christians from Metz and the burn- 
ing of their boolis, which boolcs they 
had translated from the Latin Into 
their native language. 

mi te The Thirteenth Centarj 
Bell^vs Strngglei 

As far as religious persecution in 
this century affects the Dutch, Ger- 
mans and Swiss we may notice that 
persecution about 1212 began to rage 
in Holland. (Do. p. 2f)S); and at that 
time lOS Waldenses were burned to 
death In Strasburg, Germany; 39 at 
Bingen and IS at Metz, (Do.). In 
1'2\4 Conrad of Marpurg was ap- 
pointed by Pope Innocent Hi, the 
grand Inquisitor of Germany to exter- 
minate all who had strayed from the 
Roman faith, in 19 years he killed 
hundreds. He gave them red hot 
irons to hold and destrc^ed all who 
were burnt by it as heretics. Th^ 



were bnmed to death. Another test 

was that of cold water, the accused 
being thrown into a canal and if they 
sank in it they were heretics, but it 
they floated they were not 

By 1203 these Waldenses or Anabap- 
tists had the Holy Scriptures trans- 
lated into their own language, (Mill- 
ler, p. 59) ; and they did not praetiee 
any other doctrine. The parts of the 
Bible most carefully followed by 
them were the * commandments and 
the sermon on the Mount. 

Miiller tells us that In 1212 In and 
about Strasburg, Germany there were 
more than 500 of these Waldenses 
(tho i)arent faith Of the Mennonites) 
and that they were made up of Swiss, 
Italians, Germans and Bohemians; 
and that In the early part of this cen- 
tury they had si)read far and wide. (p. 
64.) And about ]'_'15. there were 
80 more of them burned at Strasburg 
and more In other parts of Germany, 
CM. Mirrrir, w. ?,00 and ?,0i). And in 
1231 throughout Germany many moro 
of these Anabaptists — Waldenseans 
suffered martyrdom, (Do., p. 306). By 
12."0 there was scarcely a land where 
the Waldensean sect had not found its 
way; and everywhere, where they ex- 
isted they were known by their plain 
dress, moral life, their t<>mp''rate liv- 
ing and their refusal to take part in 
government and oaths, (says MOUer, 
p. r.8). 

In the year 1277 In Berne, fMiiller, 
|). 64) the opponents of the Catholics 
from Schwarzenburg through the 
Bishop of Lousanne in Swit/orland 
wi'rt' IjrouKht before the Dominican 
Humbert and the inquisition plied 
against them: whereupon many of 
them were burned. 

This shows how the Anabaptists — 
Waldenseans, as they were called, 
(the parent Church of the Mennonltes) 
irrew throimh the irtth century and 
how they were persecuted and tor- 
tured throughout that century In Ger- 
many, Switzerland and elsewhere. 
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Bradit M7B that about 1305, the 
llfiit of tha evangelical doctrine be> 
gail to arise on the Alps, through a 
pious man and his wife who had ac- 
cepted the Waldensean faith. Many 
followed bis teacbing but In 1308 he 
and his wife were torn limb from 
limb and 140 of his followers burnt 
alive (M. Mirror, p. 317). Throughout 
Austria also tbe persecution raged. 

In 1315 a Waldensean teacher call- 
ed Lolhard at his trial in Austria 
said he could find 80,000 persons who 
believed In bis rellgloii (Do.» 818). 

In 1880 we find tbat a nuin named 
Eckart or Eckert (who formerly had 
been a Dominican monli and had left 
tbe papists, because be became a 
non-resistant and opposed the doc- 
trine of infant baptism and transub- 
staiiation) was publicly burned in 
Oermanr for tbose reasons and be- 
cause h(> embraced tbe whole doctrine 
of the Waldenses; and also many 
more were likewise tortured for sim- 
ilar doctrines In Bobemia and Poland. 
(Do., p. 319). This Eckert may have 
been an ancestral connection of the 
widely known Eckert family of Lan- 
caster county. 

In tbe year 1340 among the Martyrs, 
appears a name, now well known In 
L ancaster county. — Hager. This year 
Conrad Hager was martyred for bav- 
ing taught for 24 years the Walden- 
sean faith Many bad followed bis 
teaching. (Do.). 

Ten years later John de Landuno of 
Obent. a blgbly learned man broke 
away from tbe reigning cburcb and 

embraced Anabaptism and was tor- 
tured, (Do. >. "Landuno" may have 
been the Dutch form of "Landis". 

Now about tbis time (1350) says 
Cassel, p. 878 tbe Kelser of Bavaria 
interposed and compelled the princi- 
pal papal church In bis dominions to 
cease its persecution upon the de- 
fenseless sejparatlsts. 



In 1360 tbe name John de Rupe 
(Sclssa) appears among tbe Martyrs. 

Three years later he was burned at 

Avijjnon, (Martyrs Mirror). 

In 1374 a separatist named Loffler 
from Bremgarden was burnt on ac- 
count of his belief In opposition to 
the established church — for being a 
free spirit says Muller. (page 64). 

During tbe last decade of tbis cen- 
tury the torch nf persecution was 
flaming against the Anabaptists — the 
Waldensean lambs — called hereitcs by 
the church of Rome, in Germany and 
Switzerland particularly. 

From the year 1382 to the year 
1393 Muller tells us (p. 64) that by 
order of Pope Clement VII tbe Min- 
orite Franz Borell burned about a 
hundred of these Waldenses. or ante- 
cedents of tbe Mennonitet round 
about Lake Geneva in Switzerland on 
account of their religion, the papal 
cburch declaring them heretics 
worthy of deatb. 

In 1390 not less than 36 persons 
called Waldenses were burnt for 
their faith at Bingen on the Rhine, 
Germany. These martyrs were all 
citizens of Mentx. (M. Mirror, p. 320). 
Almost the same time on the borders 
i of the Baltic sea 400 were destroyed. 

Ernst Mfllter also tells us tbat In 
the old books the doctrines of the 

{ Waldenses are set out, as those doc- 
j trlnes were In the 12th century, and 
j tl^ere can be no doubt that these Ana- 
baj)tlsts that the church of Rome call- 
ed heretics in the 14th century are 
the same In religious principle as tbe 
early Waldenses. He says those per» 
secuted at Bern and Freyburg 
(Switzerland) had exactly the same 
religious belief of those who were 

tortured in 139S. 

Thus we show that duriut: (he 14th 
century tbe persecutions against the 
separatists were very largely carried 

on in the heart of Europe to which 
places It spread northward from 
Rome. It crossed the Alps into Qer- 
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many* Switzerland and Austria. Those 
who most fiercely felt its fire were, as 
in the previous century, the non-re- 
Bfstants or Anabaptists as thegr were 

called, the successors in faith nf the 
old Waldonses, and the antecedents of 

the Mennonites. 

Persecution of the Xon - R<*sl8tiint 
Christians In (he Fifteenth 

Century 

The Begbienen in 1403 through the 
Dominican. Maulberger of Basel were 
the instigators of the expulsion of de- 
fenseless Christians from Berne, but 
they staid in Switzerland until the re- 
formation» (Mflller, 65). 

It was contended that John Wick- 
liCfe embraced a part of the Wald- 
ensean doctrine and that John Hubs 
became a disciple and believer In the 
Wickli/fe teachings (M. ICIrror, pp« 
323-24). In 1415 John Huss havln? 
examined and studied Wiclclltte's 
book against the papal tenets and es- 
pecially against war, oaths and infant 
baptism accepted nearly all of these 
Wickiiffe teachings or principles. 
(Do.). 

John Huss gained many of the 
Waldonses in Bohemia, wlien he be- 
gan to preach. For want of a leader 
they had greatly diminished in the 
last 30 years; but he revived trem. 
Both Hnss and Jerome were buriu'd 
on the shores of Lake Constance, 
part of the Northeastern boundary of 
Switzerland, by the Roman Church. 
Then the Hussites began a war on 
the German electora and after the war 
having' largely given up the mild 
W;il(h'sean faith went back to the 
Church of Rome again. But they 
turned again from them and became 
the Gtubenheimers or cave-dwellers. 

In the Froyhtirg district (Switzer- 
land) in 1429 Haris Michel of Wallace 
and Anna Grause from Erlaugh were 
burned, and the following year Peter 
Seager too, (Mflller, p. 64). 



Through imprisonment and torture 
during the early part of this century 
the congregations of Waldenses of 
Fr^burg were entirely destroyed. 

Through this destruction it was found 
out that Swartzenberg was full of 
Waldenses too; and that the Frey- 
burg brethren had communication 
with Zolathurn in Switzerland and in 
Germany and Bohemia, (Miiller, p. 

64) . 

In the year 1430 several Walden- 
sean teachers from Germany came to 
Freyburg and settled there to counsel 
and strengthen the congregations, 
(Do., p. 66). 

The benevolent converts of Beghar- 
den and Beghlnen, says a papal au- 
thority were nurseries of Waldensean 
heretics and were polluted with Wald- 
ensean proceedings. The Zurich of- 
ficer or chief police Felix Hammerlln 
wrote in 1440 a pamphlet opposing 
these "heretics" as he called th.ni, 
and in it he tells of the great growth 
and spread of them up to that time. 
He says every year they came from 
nohemia and preached in Switzerland 
and Germany, which induced a great 
number of people to accept their be- 
lief, in the cities of Bern, Zolathurn 
and maTiy Swiss villages, (Miiller. p. 

65) . About this time there were per- 
secutions in Basle, Switserland. and 
the so-called "heretlcB" burned, (M. 

.Mirror, p. 335). 

In the course of this narration of 
the sufferings of our early Swiss and 
Oerman non-resistant ancestors, we 
now meet a narie very familiar and 
very famous in our country, — the * 
name Herr. Mr. Jacob Schnebell of 
Obfelden. Switzerland, a historian of 
note there informs me that in 1440 
Hansley Herr was one of the brave 
garrison of Oreifensee; Canton of 
Zurich, of 60 men, in the "Old Zu- 
rich War," who under Wildhans von 
Breitenlandeuburg, defended the cas- 
tle; and after the fall of the Castle 
was beheaded, May 27, 1444. Hansley 
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H«rr was trtm Hagnau, Swltserland, | early Moravians believed In the same 



near T'ster Thus while the Herrs 
are now noB-resiatant. some of them, 
at least, did not become Anabaptists 
or Waldenseans before 1450. But 
later they did largelj' become Walden- 
seans and eventually Menuonites; and 
a traditioii In their own family Is to 
the effect that, the broken spears 
which are a part of their coat of 
arms Indicate that they denounced 
Knighthood and war and became non- 
resistant Christians. 

Mr. Schnebeli wrote me also that 
the names of Christian and Hans 



faith.) They did not pay their 
preachers a salary but depended on 
hospitality. Their apostles or travel- 
ing preachers went throughout all the 
countrips to Moscow, Asia Minor and 
Egypt. Their Bohemian teachers came 
on to Switzerland In 1474, (See MUl^ 
ler, p. 56). Bohemia as we all know 
Is part of the Austria Hungarian Mon- 
archy and lies northeast of Switzer- 
land, being separated from It by the 
province of Bavaria, part of the Ger- 
man Empire. Thus in our Mennonite 
researches it is interesting to notice 



kerr (now so familiar in our Coun- j th^t not only from Italy on the south 



ty) were found in H'>0 in the Canton 
of Glarus, Switzerland, and that an 
early branch of the Herr family was 
settled in the ojiper part of the Can- 
ton of Zurich (Southeaat) called Zu- 
rlcher Oberland In very early times 
The TchudI and other famlUar Lan- 
caster county families came from 
Glarus. 

In 14BS says the author of the "Bby 

Family" the whole valley of the Lu- 
zerne in Switzerland was put under 
an edict against the Waldenses by 
the Churdi of Rome. 

Perseeitfont of Che 
ChrfstfaiBs Jb the Flfteeittfe Ceitiiry. 

The next prominent persecution re- 
corded by history against the non- 
resisting Waldenses is that which oc- 
curred in 1457 at Eichstadt, In Ger- 
many, (M Mirror, p. 335). 

In a convention in Sbolka in 1467 
the leader of the Bohemian brethren 
in the presence of the German 
Waldenses was consecrated through a 
Roman Waidenseun priest, from the 
first chnrch, (HQller, p. 65). 



hut from Bohemia on the east, the 
Waldensean faith came into Switzer- 
land — one of the ancient homes oC the 
Mennonltes. In Bohemia too during 
this century the persecutions raged. 
' I The Spanish inquisition plied its fear- 
ful and horrible bntdierlea at this 
time. (M. Mirror, p. 336). In Ger- 
many also there were tortures and 
.Tohn of Wesel who was teaching the 
Waldensean faith at Worms was 
burned, (Do.). 

The Waldenses who lived in the 
I Catholic Bishopic of Basil where they 
MoB-Besistaat began to be numerous about 1487 were 
'one of the mtist zealous congregations 
I In all Switzerland, and the authorities 
of the papal church were at their 
• wits' end to know how to suppress 
them. As we shall show later the 
authorities of Basil and Berne in the 
16th century held a convention to de- 
jVise some plan to get rid of as they 
called them "these unchristian and 
damned heretics '. (Mttller, p. 235). 

In 1487 came Pope Innocent's 
{measures to exterminate the Walden- 



Showlng that the doctrine of the seans says the author of the "Eby 
Waldenses in every country where Family", lEby). This bill of the Pope 
they existed was the same at all times ^ was dated April 25 and in It he asked 
as that which early in the 16th cen-ithe whole confederation or league of 

tury they handed down to the Menno- Papal churches to help wipe the 
nites. I relate that infant baptism Waldenseans from the earth; and he 



was rejected by the brethren of B(die- 
mlA and Moravia. (Thus also the 



also sent his legates and other mili- 
tary olBcers under Albrecht of Capl- 
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tKoOM to Wallace for this purpose, 
(MfUler, p. 65). 

In 1498 says Miiller. p. G'l, a Bo- 
hemian deputation of the VVaUlenseans 
were present in Upper Italy as spec- 
tators, when SaTanarote was burned 
for his faith in the mild doctrine. In 
this year under Pope Alexander VI 
this faithful and powerful Chrlsttan 
was strangled to death and then 
burned to ashes. Ho helped to pre- 
serve in large part the faith which the 
Waldenses kept inviolate and handed 
down to the Mennonttes, who in the 
nest centuty gladly received it 

And thus ended the 15th century 
amid blood and martyrdom. Those 
who first about the year 860 In a 
weak wsy announced their dissent 
tnm the Church of Rome, and their 
approval of what they understood to 
be the plain simple teachings of the 
Savior, found themselves greatly 
strengthened about 1175 by the sect of 
the Waldcnseans. These spread 
throughout Southern and Central 
Europe in swarms and through fire 
and the sword and nil manner of per- 
secution and death turned upon them, 
defended the doctrine until the end of 
the 15th century and into the IGth. 
when about 1527 the new sect of the 
Mennonites accepted the same from 
the old Waldepseans, and also de- 
fended it and died for it as we shall 
see through two full centuries and 
more, in face of both Catholic and Re- 
formed tortures against them; and 
finally taking it to Holland and the 
Palatinate for safety, handed it down 
in all its purity to the new world in 
the beginning of the eif^teenth cen- 
tnry. 

Refore we can describe the events 
of that happy latter century, the blood 
and the turmoil, and torture and 
martjrr-death of the 16th and the 17th 
centuries lie before us, which we must 
next proceed to narrate. 



FBBSBCimONS IN THE 16TH CEH- 
TIJBT OF PENNSYLVANU'8 
EUBOPEAN ANTE- 
CEDENTS 
1500— Monno Simon 

This century begins with the in- 
fanthood of a notable character in 
religious history, — Menno Simon, 
founder of the Mennonites. He tells 
us he was born in 1496 in Witmursum. 
Priedland. in Holland. See his story 
of his conversion in Funk's "Com- 
plete Works" of Menno Simon (Elk- 
hart. 1871) page 8. He says. "In the 
year 1524, then In my 28th year, I un- 
dertook the duties of a priest, etc." 
Rupp, tp. 84) therefore mistakably 
fixes his birth in 1605. Thus the 
Mennonite faith dates back nearly to 
the discovery of America. Indeed, as 
we have shown before, It is several 
hundred years older than that, as 
without much modification it was and 
is a continuation of the Waldenseau 
doctrine, beginning at least as early 
as 1170. The coming of Menno Si- 
mon simply changed the name of one 
branch of the Waldensean soct; and 
gave new strength and vigor to its 
believers. 

1507 — Non- Resisting Waldenieani 

Persecuted in Hungary. 

As we shall show in a later item, 
both Holland and Hungary were ripe 
at this time for « the leadership of 
Menno Simon as the faith which he 
espoused when lie came to mature 
manhood (the Mennonite Faith) was 
already strong in these places. Other 
l>laces had their leaders, viz: — Ger- 
many had Luther in 1B17 and Swltser- 
and had Zwlngli about the same date. 
But Hungary and Holland including 
Moravia, etc., had to wait for Menno 
Simon about 1525. We shall give more 
<»f this later. In l.')07 the Waldenses 
of Hungary and Moravia delivered a 
defense of their faith against certain 
unfounded accusations, because of 
which they were iwrsecuted. This do- 
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tense they made to the king of Bo- 
hemia, (M. Mirror, p. 397). 

1509 — Holland Mennoniteii Flee to 
Germany. 

The Conerregatlon of Mennonltesat 

Leer, a Prussian town on the Leeda 
river, at the beginning of this century 
was Flemish, that is, they were not 
natlye Oermana, but came from Flan- 
ders, which in these early days in- 
cluded parts of Holland. Belgium and 
France. Tboa the earliest centers of 
distinctively Mennonite faith were 
Holland and adjacent places, and 
Hungary. In lo09 they had ap- 
proached East Frtedland, In Holland 
and were settled there. One of them 
suffered the death of a Martyr this 
same year at Holsteln. Persecutions 
at once were begun against them by 
the Roman Church and the Govern- 
ment In Flanders, and they fled tu 
Germany and particularly to Cologne, 
(See A. Brons, Annabaptlsts or Men- 
nonites of Europe, page 245 — a Ger- 
man work published iu Norden). 

lalU — .Vennouites and ''Keformatlon'* 

Growing Ip Together 

From the cohvent of Trub In Bo- 
hemia the reformation was promoted 
early. The Abbott, Thurlns Hust of 
Wahihusen, famous until 1510 as Vi- 
car In Laaperswyl (Austria) felt him- 
self possessed of the new faith. He 
resigned the dignity of Abbott and 
went out to the little valley of the 
Tmb Mountains, and married and 
■upported himself and his wife by 
making shingles, and carried on the 
ReformaUon In the Valley, (Mailer, 
p. 22). He left the Church of Rome, 
which forbade him as an Abbot from 
marrying and became a "Keforma- 
tlonlst" 

We cite this passage frnni Miiiler to 
show that the various branches of the 
Protestant Church, especially the 
Mennonites, Reformed, Lutheran and 
Moravian branches grew out of the 
same causes — the abuses and degen- 



eracy of the Church of Rome. Differ- 
ent leaders took hold of it in differ- 
ent places in Central Europe aliout 
the same time. They all suffered 
persecution from the Established 
Church and State: but some defended 
by war while others did not resist. 
This difference In the manner of 
meeting persecution In the course of 
one hundred years or more caused a 
wide difference between these 
branches of the gr^at body of Re- 
formers and with differenoea of* view 
on the subject of baptism and other 
questions gave rise to a new perse- 
cution by one branch of the new faith 
against another and thus we later 
find thi^ Reformed and Lutherans, 
persecuting and destroying the Men- 
nonites, more severely than Rome 
ever did. 

Condlttoat Whleh M^ved Li- 
ther and ZwtegU* 

Brons tells US (p. 13) that as Lu- 
ther when he went in 1510 to Rome 
became acquainted with the corrup- 
tion of the heads of the establish- 
ed church, so also Zwingll had his 
eyes opened as Chaplain among the 
soldiers of the Romish army in 
i Switzerland ; and from being a 
staunch defender of that faith he 
turned aside to find purity; and this 
I helped to prepare him to Join with 
' zeal and go into the cause, which the 
old Waldenses started and which Lu- 
therans, Reformed and Mennonites 
were now carrying on. He and Lu- 
ther differed widely on the question 
of the sacrament and their followers 
dllfer todaj on the same point. 

151S-The PIni Fierce Effort to Da- 
stroy the HoUaid Hennonltot. 

I About this time the Bishop of Ut> 

recht caused thirty-five towns in Hol- 
land to be burned, to purge the 
{ Country of the Waldensean descen- 
I dants (who a few years later were 

called .Mennonites). This was the 
I condition under papal power. While 
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It may astound us to learn that a 

Bishop could do this, we must not for- 
get .that such was the power oC the 
State Charcli. that almost anjrthlng It 
aaked of the civil rulers, those rulers 
pavp the Church power to carry out. 
About the same, time came floods and 
conflagration and famine; and the 
people believing that this was a pun- 
ishment on them (or leaving the 
Romish church, again went hack to 
it for consolation; but they found no 
consolation. Instead they found con- 
tinual demands for heavy p a y- 
mente of money to pay for spiritual 
benefits as they were called. No 
wonder says Brons. (p. 397) the 
people lost faith in the church and 
lifted their hearts and minds to 
Heaven. Thus suffered these Wald- 
ensean parents of the Mennonites in 
Holland In the beglnnlg of the 16th 
century. 

lUfi— ZwiagU Stm Adtaens to Ro- 

nish Cinreb— Not Friendly to 

the Heuonitei. 

In 1615 Zwingll a second time went 
with the banner of the Canton of 
Glarus as chaplain to Italy. The Swiss 
troops were to drive out the French 
who had made a stand at Milan. But 

here bribrd by French golil, they 
made a disgraceful treaty with the 
French. Zwingli now preached with 
wrath against this bribery and want 
of fidelity to Reiser and Pope and the 
honor of Switzerland, (Brons. p. 13). 

We jot down this item simply be- 
cause It gives us a view of the atti- 
tude of Switzerland and particularly 
of the Canton or State of Glarus at 
this time. We remember that Olarus 
was the ancient home of a branch of 
the Herrs. The Reformer Zwingll, 
who later found many of the same 
faults with the Church of . Rome as 
did the Mennonites h:ii not yet re- 
nounced papacy, though as we no- 
ticed in a former article, he denounc- 
ed many of Ite doings. 



ISM— ZwIi^U OBflglit AppiOTing the 
WaldeniMB FattlL 

Zwingli now accepted a position as 

preacher in the Abbey of Maria Ein- 
slelden, and he found rest though 
still a Catholic. He now began to 
preach to the pilgrims who came tor 
forgiveness of sins. He told them 
they must not rely on indulgences 
and that all outward service is In 
vain — that the picture of Mary has 
no power — and no priest could for- 
give sins. Many a seed corn did the 
pilgrims carry away with them from 
his speeches, (Do.) 

Then too, Erasmus from Rotterdam 
published a Greek new testament for 
the priests as the language of the 
i)riests was in Greek. 

l.>18— Wicked Condition of Ziirlch. 

In 1518 Zwingli accepted a call as 
secular priest in Zurich. There were 
there delegates and foreign powers 
and Swiss soldiers to be enlisted. 
Money Ilowed in streams to Zurich. 
Zwingll saw here that there was great 
looseness of morals — great joy, delight 
and pasttlnies. Gentlemen and boys 
took to drink, gambling and courting. 
Some of the first families tqok the 
lead in this abandon. Zwingli saw 
that the heads of the Church made 
sport of the commandment to fast and 
on Palm Sunday they made pig 
roasts. These things influenced 
Zwingli. He sa>-s on these festive days 
the people played, fought, gambled, 
drank and committed mortal sins. If 
one mended shoes during this holy 
season, he was called a heretic: hut 
not if he did these things. For all 
this he says the &tate Church was the 

fault. 

We insert this item simply to show 
the condition of Zurich at this time 
just about the time the Mennonites 
began to grow in this sink of iniquity, 
where religious degeneracy was rank 
and the goremment winked at it. 
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tke Blitng Kefonnei aai Memo* 
site Doetrtae. 

Egli in his Zfiiicfamr WIedertaoffer 

Zur Reformationszeit. a German work 
published in Zuridi, be says, (p. 7), 
that it has been said when Zwingli 
canie to Zurich in 1519 to preadi the 
new (ioctrJne the Government powers 
were in liis favor — blamed the wiclc- 
edness of the place on the Roman 
Church and wanted to get rid of it. 
But he says it would be wrong to say 
the heads of the State were with him, 
for the Council of that day were anx- 
iously working against his novelties. 
And he saj^s the Council forbad^ at- 
tacks upon the Romish doctrine^" 

This is added here only to shiow the 
difficulties the Reformed Christian 
thought, of which the Mennoaite was 
one phase* had to enoomiter at all 
times in the places of its origin. 

1U9— HeDMBite Fkith In Bokemla. 

In 1619 John Schlechta of Gostelek 
had written to Erasmus, concerning 
the Bohemian brethren, (Moravians). 
He was told that they choose out of 
the hiity and not the learned Greek 
bishops and priests to teach them. 
Their ministers married and had 
wives and children — they called them- 1 
selves brethren and sisters and recog- 
nized only the Old and New Testa- 
ments as sacred, despising all other 
teachers. Those who joined the sect 
were obliged to submit to baptisms 
with ordinary water, (not Holy 
Water). They regarded the sacra- 
ment as a memorial of the snlferings 
of Christ. They regarded petitions to 
priests, pennances, auricular confes- 
sions as OQt of place. They kept Sun- 
day. Christmas, Easter* etc, (MUller, 
p. 56). 

These people we see were Walden- 
seans of Bohemia, a species of Men- 
nomtes in early times, afterwards 
Moravians. 



Who were the Weldenseans asks 

Muller? Then ho sa^'s, "The Catholic 
Church called the Weldenseans the 
old Evangelicals, who gradually gath- 
ered in the valleys of the Piedmont 
and around Mt. Visa, on the borders 
of France." By the same name the 
Catholic Church called all the Evan- 
gelicals of Germany and SwitsCrland, 
who like the Piediuont brethren be- 
fore the reformation adhered to the 
old Evangelical principles in opposi- 
tion to the Romish Chnrrh, fMilllor, 
p. 56). They stretched from Southern 
Prance and Bohemia and Northward 
and Southward across the Alps. 

1580— Mennonlte Fattii In HollaBd. 

Says Mailer, (p. 159) the Dutch 
Baptists (or M*M)noni(es) derived 
their origin from the VValdeuses wiio 
lived there. He also calls our atten- 
tions to a letter spoken of by Brona 
from the Swiss Baptists (or Menno- 
nites) in 1622. This shows the con- 
nection of Swiss and Holland Menno- 
nltes very early. 

Other authorities relied on by Mul- 
ler prove that from 1520 to 80 Swiss 
refugees were already present In 
Amsterdam, Holland with their Men- 
nonite brethren. The Reformation 
|moirament in the Netherdands from 
the beginning had all the marks of 
I being led off by these Baptists or 
[Mennonites, says MflUer (Do.). Menno 
Simon a little later became the leader 
through his serious reflection upon 
the execution of Sicke Schneider, who 
was thus executed because he was 
re-baptized, dcemluK his Infant bap- 
tism in the Roman Church of no 
avail. 

1521 — Decree Against >f( iiriouitos- 

ZwIniBTllans and Lutlicrans. 

This year, under permission of !:m- 
peror Charles V of Germany, a decree 
was issued forbidding anyone to read, 
buy, carry, give or have possession of 
any book containing the doctrines of 
the Mennonites, Zwinglians or Lu- 
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therans. This decree wa» not made by 
the State; but by the mother Church, 
yet tolerated by the State. An old 
writer calls it, "the first pToUbltlon 
or decree concerning religion and 
brought Into the Netherlands without 
the consent of the State — rather toler- 
ated tban oonflrmed by the State". 
The reason for this decree is explain- 
ed by Brons, (p. 57). CongregationB of 
the mother church were fast going to 
pieces and something had to be done. 
•He says, "The movement (Anabap- 
tism) was going on. The churches 
became empty, the sacraments neg- 
lected. Children not baptised, monks 
and nuns were leaving the convents 
and the preachers became indifferent 
to the mother Ohurch. Thus Charles 
V ordered those who were indllterent 
to be punished." 

ItfSS^wIss Became Bdligfoas 

Befogeet. 

Bron:i speaks (p. ')?,) of fifty con- 
gregations, presumably Swiss, out of 
which the delegates, elders and teach- 
ers, numbering 600 had gathered at 
Strasburg about 1522. At least, he 
says, most of them were Swiss refu- 
gees, while other Swiss joined ttie Bo- 
hemians and Moravians, within the 
Wald as ancient documents show. 
The Canton of Switzerland, South of 
Zurich Is called IJnter Walden^ Lu- 
ther had correspondence with these 
Waldensean or Mennonite refugees in 
1522. 

1688— The Waldensean **fieferm'' In 
Berne. 

Says Mttller, "In Berne we hnd a 
vigorous reform spirit in the aspiring 

element of the citizens, or the pro 
gresslve, intelligent and business 
classes. Especially in all the guilds. 



and mechanics were very Intellectu- 
ally and artisticaUy advanced and 
that they had a monopoly of all Ca- 
thedral building In Central Europe, 
(Mflller, p. 20). 

Muller continues that when in 1522 
the dean of MUnslngen prosecuted the 
Minister York Bruner in Kleinhoch- 
stetten before the Council of Berne, 
the Council took the side of Bruner 
and sentenced the Chapter of Mttn- 
slngen to pay the costs. Bruner's of- 
fense was that of speaking publicly 
of the Pope, cardluals and bishops, as 
devils and' anti-chrlsts and the priests 
and monks as cheats, seducers and 
oppressors of the poor; and wolves 
who kill and destroy body and soul. 

Of course II the Government of 
Berne would dismiss such charges as 
not heretical, it shows that the Coun- 
cil and all the heads of the Berne 
Oovemment at this time were ap- 
provers of or at least not opponenU 
of the reformed doctrines of the 
Waldenseans and Zwlngllans, which 
were taking root here. 

Mailer also tells us. (p. 159) that 
In 1522, these AnabapUsts were in 
different parts of Swltserland and 
wrote letters encouraging other Mo- 
tions. 

lo88— Early HoM of the Meanoiilto 

In Berne. 



The Bible in the time of the Refor- 
mation had a wide circulaUon and 
this was the same in Berne as else- 
where. In a Shrove Tuesday play or 
drama in ir)22 written by Nicholas 
Manuel, the monks in the play com- 
plain that the farmers know all 
about the New Testament Among 
the Weldenseans the Sermon on the 
Mount and the apostolic admlnlstra- 

tlons were regarded as the law of 

•hie Munster Cathedral stone masons I those ChrteUan communities. Mailer 
showed themselves full of it." It is ' continues (p. 54) and says the chief 
supposed that we generally know that , quesUon as to the Reform In the 



about the end of the middle ages the 
guilds or lodges of cut stone masons 



early fifteen hundreds Is whether 
there Is only fiunily or race relation- 
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■lilp between Uie Baptists or Anatep- 
tlsts of the time and the old Walden- 

seans or whether both these concep- 
tions of the Reform movement are 
different phenomena of one and the 
same religious oommnnity. 

Thus Miiller argrues that there is a 
close relationship between the early 
Baptist or Mennonite Tiews and the 
Reformed and Lutheran views', and 
that both have many points of belief. 
Identical with the ancient Waldenses. 
But Whether these beliefs were In- 
herited ones or beliefs merely adopted 
and just happened to be similar to the 
ancient Waldensean belief, he does 
not undertake to say. However this 
be, our ancient Mennonite faith grew 
up out of the same soil as did that of 
the followers of Waldo In 1170. 

liSS— Melchoir Hoffman's Beilgious 
Labors in Zurich. 
Melchoir Hoffman born in Swabia, 
(anciently the Northern part of 
Switzerland; and as we have seen, 
home of a branch of the Herr family) 
was a tanner by trade about 1523, in 
Waldshut When the movement of re- 
llgioiis reformation began, which 
emanated from Zurich, inspired him 
with the contents of the Bible which , 
many common tteople now first began | 
to read, he became a great student of 
it and learned It. In the Wald, in 
Swltserland. he began to make his 
faith known. Even In Zurich as 
Zwingli says, in a letter dated lo23, 
this pious Anabaptist's work and ac- 
tlTlty were felt Hoffman went fur-| 
tber than Zwingli. lie did not stop 
With the " Reformed " principles but 
embraced what were then Aoabap- 
tists* Tlewa. similar to the new Men- 
nonite non - resistant doctrine. Zwin- 
gli says of him, "The good-for- 
nothing 'fellow who dresses hides has 
turned up here as an evangelist and 
has brought me under suspicion." 
Contemporaries speak of Hoffman as 
a man of strictly moral walk and con- 



versation, — having great eloquence * 
and holy seal for the cause, (See 

Brons, p. 373). I mention him be- 
cause his is a familiar Lancaster 
county name; and because he seems 
to have been a vessel filled with Men- 
nonite doctrine in and about Zurich, 
the home of many of our eastern 
Fennsylvanlans' ancestors. 

152S— Zurich Ollldala Favor the New 
Religion, Bat Fear the BstiMb- 
lIslMd Cftwdb 

In Dr. Emll Egli's Zurlchter Weld- 

ertaufer (p. 8), It is stated that the 
Government was in sympathy with 
the great mass of people rising from 
the corruption in religious matters 
and freeing themselves to do their 
own thinking as the Bible taught 
them; but against the Roman Church 
as an Institution did nothing. The 
Government went only so far as the 
public compelled. The Goverument 
held back as long as It conld says. 
Egli, and therefore so much more jeal- 
ous became the Reformers. Zwing- 
lians. Lutherans and Evangelicals aU 
bad strong friends In the Government 
officers. 

168t— The lnabnptt<^t (Mennonite) 

Movement in Zurich. ^ 
Says Dr. Eyli, (p. 10). the Evangeli- 
cals showed as much zeal as tlie Re- 
formed and Lutherans. Simon Stumpf 
of Hongg, near Zurich, began teach* 
ing the mild doctrine; and Rouplin 
seems to have taught the same doc- 
trine in Wyttlkon, Switzerland. At 
least the Council in the Spring of 1523 
took action with regard to the tithes 
of his congregation. That is, that un- 
like the Lutherans and Reformed, 
(who while they did not longer prac- 
tice the doctrine of the Roman 
Church, continued to give tithes 
for the use of the buildings hi which 
they worshipped, as they were the 
property of the Catholic Church), 
RoupUn asserted that his congregsr 
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tion was cut loose entirely from the 
Roman Cbureh and tbat th« bulldlnss 
belonged to this congregation. So 
they refused to pay tithes and they 
not only ceased worshipping, but took 
down and ranoved th« lylctnres of the 
Virgin and various saints. Thus we 
learn that soon a radical party was 
gathered, and opposed this delay of 
the Government. From this fonnda- 
tlon the Zurich Anabaptism or Men- 
nonitisni took its rise, says Egll. 

152S — Jacob and Klaus UoUlnger, 

(Taufers). 

In 1523 we find two more now fam- 
iliar Lancaster county names in 

Switzerland. Egli tells us fji. m (hat 
the delay in the Zurich Government 
to recognise and encourage the re- 
formed spirit made the I!vangolicals 
all the more insistent, espeoinlly the 
zealous Jacob and Klaus Hollinger, 
Who prea6hed the Mennonite faith 
and aroiiscd the county of Zollikon 
in Switzerland. In June, 1523 they 
demanded the communion in both 
forms, and Insulted the priests. In 
September, Klaus Hollltoger taught in 
StatehoHen that the pictures of the 
▼Irgln should all be taken down and 
later Ixcame a thorough Baptist 
among a company of them in St. 
Qallen, and was very bitter against 
the "pictures". Soon after Jacob be- 
gan making most dreadful expres- 
sions about the mass. They created 
a great public explosion tn religion 
by I'.LM. And says Egll, (p. 13) 
Stumpf. nf whom we have spoken 
above continued his "awkward preach- 
ing and other matters" so much that 
he was entirely ba&ished from the 
city and country. 

loiS — William Itcnblin Becomes a 
Mennonite ut Wittikon. 
This Reublln says Brons (p. 23) 
had become pastor at Wittikon In 
Zurich. Hp loft papacy and was pub- 
licly married. And at Wittikon at 
the Corpus Ch'risti he proceeded the 



procession, with a beautifully bound 
Bible, with the proclamation, 'This Is 

your Venerable — this is your Sanc- 
tuary — all else is dust and ashes." 
The "venerable" is the bread and 
wine after the prajrer. 

lOS— ZwiBgli CoDTerti tke GoT«nu 
■eat OMdili. 

Brona tells us (p. 17) tliat Zwingli 
was now exercising such power that 
the council orderd that he might give 
a public disputation of bis religion. 

Therefore, the Zurich authorities is- 
sued a proclamation that such dispu- 
tation would be allowed January 3, 
1628. Upon this permission Zwingli 
worked out 67 theses in which he 
clearly set forth his doctrine in an 
emphatic way. The opponents did 
not reply and SO the council ordered 
It made public that "since no one rose 
against Magister Huddrich Zwingli to 
prove his error, or with divine Holy 
Scripture to orercome him. the burg- 
omasters, council and great council 
of the City of Zurich have resolved 
after mature consideration and it Is 
their will that Zwingli continue as he 
has done hitherto to proclaim and 
preach the Bvangellcal Gospel and 

s(>riptnrr's according to the Spirit of 
God. And the other ministers of the 
word also In Clly and country ahall 
teach and preach nothing else than 
what they, are able with the Evangel- 
ical doctrine and authority of the 
Holy Scripture to prove. And all in- 
sult to this religion is forbidden under 
penalty." 

This surely was no mean triumph 

in the cause of the old Evangelical 
faith, first given to the world by the 
Waldenses and handed down by them 
to the Mennonites and to Lutherans 
and Reformed. 

The doctrine had also spread by 
1523 into Holland. Brabant and 
Flanders and also a year or two later 
into the Xetherlands, where Meuno 
Simon was its great advocate, (Brons, 
p. 60). 
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lsm-Th9 Bsgluliist of • MeuMlle 

GoBtesilon of Fotfth. 

While the first confession off faith 
set forth In the Martyrs' Mirror is 
dated 1625, there are to be found 
tomo of tho nidlmaitB of a confosoion 
coo hundred years earlier. 

In 1523 as Brons tells us (p. 53) a 
catechism of the Bohemian brethren 
appeared In German and Bohemian 
language, in which it was taught that 
it was not lawful to worship the sac- 
rament of the Altar. This was about 
the tame time that Michael Battler 
(M. Mirror) was accused of the new 
custom of eating and drinking the 
bread and wine. 

This catechism caused Luther to 

issue a "broadside" with the title "A 
Little Scripture Concerning the Wor- 
ship of the Sacrament of the Holy 
Body of Jesus Chriat to the Brethren 
of I3ohemia and of Moravia, known 
as Wald." In this broadside we read 
at the beginning. "There Is a little 
book issued by your people in Ger- 
man and Bohemian to instruct the 
young children in a Christian way. In 
which among other things it is said 
that Christ is not independent and 
natural and the altar is not to be 
worshipped, which almost moves us 
• Germans, for you must know how I 
through your delegates requested you 
that you should make this article 
eloar also In a litUe boOk for our 
people." 

Brons tolls us also (p. 420) that the 
Moravians had entered- into relations 
Witib Luther who issued a broadside 
to the Moravians, know nas Waldens- 
es. Many Catholics went over to 
these Mennonites of Moravia and per- 
mitted themselves to be baptized 
again and thus brought upon them 
great persecution." 

In all this we see that the founders 
of the Mennonite faith were as early 
and as active as thoso of the Re- 
formed and Lutherans, etc 



mt-^Early Maitjr Muvseiytts te 
tbe MonnoBlto Congiosatkm li- 
bniy at Aontoiiaiiu 

The following information is taken 
from two anonymous German old 
Baptist Manuscripts of tbe Meuuouite 
Congregational Llbrarjr in Aitaster- 
dam. 

The first is quarto in size and is en- 
titled, "History Book of the Martyrs 
of Christ, who in this our time in all 
places of German Lands for the sake 
of the faith and Godly truth have 
been executed with flre, water and the 
sword. What ^-as transacted and «l- 
deavored in many ways with them. 
How they steadfast and comforted 
were. Also what German persecu> 
tlons and trouble the congregation has 
suffered in this last time." Tills 
writing extends from 1623 to 1618. 

The second is Octavo and has the 
following title, "Description of the 
History Briefly Comprehended, How 
God Has Acted with his Fklthful to 
Mis own Fame and Praise, from the 
Beginning of the World and has 
proved Himself Mighty till the Pre- 
sent Time." This extends to 1694. 
(See Brons, p. 4 lit). 

These are the earliest manuscript 
accounts presenred of the sufferings 
of the ancient Waldenses, Old Evan- 
gelicals, Old Baptists, Anabaptists, 
etc., out of whom grew the Menno- 
nites, the Reformed, Lutherans and 
Moravians, etc. Thoy have no dOUbt 
all since been printed. 

1523— Anabaptists Separatists fn Zur* 
Ich Compelled to Pay Papal Tithes. 

We have shown before that what 
distinguished those of the general 

Reformation from those called the 
Brethren (in doctrine Mennonites) 
who also Joined the reform movement 
wss that, the latter refused to psy 
tithes to the papal church for use Of 
the church buildings. The Govern- 
ment thought that these tithes should 
be paid and the great Council of 
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Zniieh pMsed a naolution. JaanaiylMennoiilteB was Impoaalbla. The tor- 

22, 1523, that the right of the church ' mer became the state church and the 
to demand tithes must be enforced. | latter the retugee body, (MUUer, p. 



Ail who use the churches must pay 
the tithes. So these AnabapMsts or 
Mennonltes had to do so, (Mflller, p. 

8). 

An Old AnabapUst BeUef That 

Children Shonld !Sot and >eed Mot 

Be ""Taken Into Church". 

A different conception toward the 
church was entertained hj these 

Anabaptists from that of the Re- 



9). 

1524— Early Difference Between Luth- 
eran and Mennonite Forms, Etc 

Ernst Miiller says (p. 11). that 
Luther hi his book concerning bap- 
tism published In Wittenberg, in 
1523-25, retained ail the Roman 
church ceremonies. They were as 
follows: — the child to be baptized 
was first exorcised through breath- 



formed. The church of the Reformed i ing upon him— salt was then put into 

his mottth-^-the cross was made upon 

him — his nose and ears were touched 

Ion. to which the children and minors with spittle— the head was anointed 



was viewed llice the Itoman church 
by Its beltCTers as a lawful common- 



with oil and in doing all tlxis a burn- 
ing candle was held In the hand. 
Even in the book of Concord the for- 
mula is found. "I conjure thee, thou 
unclean spirit in the name of the 
Father. Son and Holy Ghost that thou 
come out from this senrant of 
Christ." 

In this report concerning the con- 
secration of the Minister of Basil un- 
to the Anabaptists there, whom he re- 
cently joined, iCalonford, a former 

"It 



belonged. The congregation of the 
Mennonltes (or Brethren) was ac- 
cording to old tradition, customs and 
practices, a voluntary union of the 
faithful. These must have the right 
to receive and also expel members. 
The church of the Reformed was held 
by them as an institution for learn- 
ing and Christian and inteiiectual 
growth for all* and they therefore 
held they did not dare refuse the 
children or anyone else the means of 

grace. The Reformed believed inil^utheran Reformer, says, 
children coming in as children to be thrown up to me that we performed 

taught and the church as a school: ceremonies in the baptism of chil- 
but early Anabaptists believed only dren— that we conjured the Devil- 
in adults being admitted. (MUller, p. that we gave the children saltr-bum 
9.) So their ways naturally parted a candle— that we used spittle, etc. I 
more and more. Also when in Octo- did not want to defend this or excuse 
ber, 1523, the quesUon was raised as it for I, myself, don't approve of it at 
to abolishing the mass, Zwingli all." 

wanted, to place the decision in the Now from the beginning the Ana- 
hands of the Coniu 11 while Pastor Si- bai.tists or Mennonltes refused to 
mon Stumpf (iMeunonlte) protested .make use of these ceremonies of bap- 
agalnst this, saying "You have not|ti8m or believe In them. Their bap- 

the power to do this, to give the de- tism was as simple as possible. .Tust- 
clslon into the hands of the lords of vis Menius Pratorius and other Luth- 



this or any other place." The Zwingli 
party was successful, and In this way 

the form of a state church was pre- 
ordained, whose forms and procedure 
the State Council commanded, tleuce- 
forth tmion between Reformed and 



eran theologians however, expressly 
attributed great importance to the ex- 
orcism. 

Rut i4an8 Deack broke oft from this 
belief and he snd his tollowsra came 
to the Anabaptism belief ssying that 



Digitized by Google 



ANABAPTIST (MENNONITE) POEMS AND LEADERS 



17 



the new bon cbUd Is pvre and not 

possessed of the Devil. And this Is 
often expressed in Baptist writings. 
(Mflller. p. 11). 

loii — Early Anabaptists or Mennonite 
Poems. 

Among the Bernese Productions 
appear these two lyric Anabaptist 

poems, which show how In early days 
the Mennonite views of baptism then 
existed in Switzerland. By a free 
translation and reTerslfleatlon, I 
render them as set forth below. The 
first is directed against exorcism In 
baptism of children, and Is as follows: 

So tliat our Gtod might be despoiled, 
of his great name; 

As if could be in his pure ofbpring 

Found a blame; 
A little child, without a sin; 
Which God Into this world has sent; 

And new created pure within; 
"Its soul is lost", their crj' is spent. 
They take it quickly in their power 

And say. '*Bzpelled and out of It we 

clean 

Sin and Devil from this hour." 
Though they themselves are steeped 
In sin. 

And this also Is found on the sub- 
ject of Christian Companionshii): 

In the Inner light from our God we 
can see 

Into every one there now cometh a 

ray; 

And the soul that is bright with these 
beams shall be 
The chamber of Christ and his spir- 
itual way. 
All they who receive this light from 
the giver. 
Shall have Joy and day in their 
souls forever. 

UM— Bovolt Against Infant Baptism 

In Zurich. 

Egli tells us (p. 18) that from the 
spring of 1524, Rupliu bad begun to 
preach against infant baptism, and 



parents began to be opposed to ltbo> 

cause of these sermons, and quit 
bringing their children. Finally 
about August, the Town council sum- 
moned two tethers and draoanded of 
them why they do not have their chil- 
dren baptized. One had a boy about 
a year and a half old. These parents 
appealed to Ruplln's sermons and said 
they believed what he preached. One 
of the parents said that Ruplin de> 
dared that if be bad a child he would 
not have it baptised, until it came to 
years of understanding, and could 
choose its own sponsors. This father 
also appealed to his neighbors who 
followed his course. Ruplin was put 
in Jail, and a commission was ap- 
pointed to examine his doctrine. It 
consisted of preachers, the Abbot of 
Kappel, the Clerk of Kiiusnoch (Ec- 
clesiastical cleric), the provost of Em- 
brach and four delegates of Council. 
In addition to investigation they were 
to have all unbaptlzed Infants imme- 
idiately baptized. 

1524 — Hiinser, Greyliol & Manx, and 

Mennonltism. 

The last named author says (p. 19) 
that the time and place when and 

where their doctrine came from are 
not definitely known; but it is be- 
lieved that the widely dreulated writ- 
ings of the German head of the Ana- 

bajttlsts, Thomas Miinzer were nmrh 
read in Zurich, for when in Septem- 
ber. 1524, Mflnser travelled In Wals- 
hut and remained eight weeks In Gric- 
ssen, the restless spirits of Zurich, es- 
pecially Conrad Greybell and Felix 
Mans visited him and frequently they 
took in the Anabaptism preached by 
Miinzer. Miinzer, however, became a 
war anabaptist and believed that they 
who believed in the new faith ought 
to nght for it. 

Materials for the Martyr Book 

Collected. 

About this time, too (says Brons^p. 
237), there was a great deal of ma- 
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terial collected about the sufferinss 
ot the early martyrs, as a means to 

increase the faith and the courage of 
those who were suCfering now. Hands 
and hearts were In it and many old 
matters and rhymes were found and 
made now. Some preachers of the 
"fatherland" at whose head was Hans 
RIes, undertook . to make a new 
edition with increased contents. 
These collections were made into a 
IxMk. at Hoarlam, a large quarto 
with ten itlctures, bound in leather 
with copper hooks and corners. The 
title was. "History of the Martyrs or 
the True WltnesBes of Jeans Christ 
Who Witnessed the Evangelical Truth 
* Under Many Tortures, and Establish- 
ed Them With Their Blood, since 
the year 1524." Their confessions of 
faith were also added and their dis- 
putations which express their living 
hope and mighty faith and love to 
God and his Holy Truth. 

IfiM— Menui^ Chrowtt In fho Neth- 
erlands, (Holland). 

By the last quoted author we are 
told also. (p. 244) that the number of 
those who had left the Roman church 
in the Netherlands, as early as 1524 
through the Influence ot the writings 
of these fathers of the faith (consld- 
able of it being because of Luther's 
writings) according to the report of 
Peter of Thabor, (in Mfinch. In the 
Cloister of Thabcv, or Thlres, near 
Sneek a contemporary of Menno 
Simon) bad become so great that the 
Pope the same year called a secret 
council in regard to the matter. It 
was resolved and proclaimed by the 
Council that in Holland the Pope 
would grant all backsliders for God's 
sake, absolution of all their sins, 
without money if they would come 
badt and come to confession, keep the 
feasts, pray according to prescription 
of their church and not neglect the 
sacrament of the altar. 



I This item is highly interesting tons 
{in Lancaster county because it gives 
us light on the condition in Holland 
I at the beginning of the Mennonlte 
faith, the country where it started. It 
'tells us of the vigorous hold it had on 
the people; and how anxious the 
i Catholic Church was to stop it. That 
■not simply a Ushop or Other hlfl^ 
church officer was moved to bring 
back the Anabaptists, but the power- 
ful pope himself, shows that it was 
regarded very seriously by ths 
Church. And that such a wonderful 
concession was made to forgive all 
those people their sins without them 
being required to luiy for it, when by 
the ordinary course of things the for- 
giveness of the sins of such a multi- 
tude would have meant thousands of 
thalers (dollars) out of their pockets 
and into the pockets of the priests, 
shows how It was viewed. But the an- 
cient fathers bravely withstood this 
munlficient offer from the head of 
their former Church, having since 
learned that salvation is tree to all 
"whosoever will." 

leM— Kttwei's AaalMirtlsts Itteeked. 

About this same time wyg Brons 

(p. 31) Zwinffll published a broadside 
against the turbulent Munzer and in 
it alluded to Greybetl and Mans. 
Thereby Greybell was induced to send 
out of jail a defense to the Council of 
Zurich in 1524. He did not want to 
be considered as a person who Incited 
to riot in his rplif,'ious teachinRs, or 
spoke anything that would lead to it. 
Munzer as we have seen as an Ana- 
baptist waa of BO determined a nature 
that he taught the iieople should defy 
opposition to Cod's truth as he saw 
it and Greybell did not want to be 
t considered any other than, the mild 
land defenseless Mennonlte. Inter- 
est is found in this item from the fact 
that it contains the well known promi- 
nent and honorable Lancaster county 
name, Greybill. 
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tfJckael SatUer's Bff«rto Ui Ab 

Michael Saltier of Stauffen was a 
monk of SL Peters In the Black For- 
est and had gone over to Anabaptism 
In 1525 In the region of Zarlch. He 
was expelled from that place but con- 
tinued his work in his home and was 
the founder of several congregations 
at Horb and Rotenbnrg. He Is de- 
scribed by Swiss and Strasburg 
preachers as a highly honorable, 
aulet and learned man. "Golden 
Apples In Silver Pitchers" an Ana- 
baptist book of 1742 contains his fare- 
well letter to the congregation In 
Horb. the events of his trial and his 
partlnc: sonp:. In 1527 he was cruelly 
executed and his wife was drowned. 
Unshelm, the Berne writer of the I 
chronicles described the cruel ezecu- 1 
tlon in a tone veiy pathetic and pays | 
a noble tribute to Anabaptism. Un- 
shelm was a fel -ow sufferer as he 
was also a prisoner, but whether an 
Anabaptism or Lutheran Is nnt clear, 
(MttUer, p. 38). Battler's death is al- 
ao described In Martyrs' Mirror, p. 
401. 



■a 

lMS--fiarl7 Anabaptists of Berne. 

Mfll^r tells us (p. 23) that in 
Bern^ there were Baptists In 1626 of 

when the ministers of the Council 
tell.. Mention is made of them in a 
lettlV of H. Bulllnger which he wrote 
froii Kappel. Swltzeriand to Heln- 
ricl SimlfT in Oprne John Jacob 
Sillier dates the letter about 1525; 
** !»• Bays according to the manu- 
script or letter Bnlllnger writes. **In 
orSer that yon may not get into the 
conamunity of the society of Baptists, 
eti-," which Is condnstve that the 
Baptists existed about Berne at this 
ny date. The letter also sets out, 
Ttihas come to us through the com- 
moiYreport of many people, how with 
tho8»fc also at Berne the doctrine of 
AiubiWPtists has been introduced and 



which renders me friendly to the ef- 
forts there, etc." 

This item is of Interest to the 
P«ople of Lancaster county because 
Berne is the place from which the 
first settlers of this county came two 
hundred years ago-Swiss Mennonltes 
who were the descendanU of those 
Anabaptists spoken of in 1525 and de- 
scendants of similar believers In and 
about Zurich. 

Ia2;»— More Zurich Anabaptists Ex- 
amined. 

A very zealous stranger who had 
come to Zurich was a man of peculiar 

habits called Blaurock. He was to 
be taken by ship with his wife to his 
home In Chur and there he was to be 
kept and If he came again about Zur- 
ich he was to be tortured Into silence. 
His doctrine was to be passed on by 
three secular preachers and six mem- 
bers of Council at Zurich, among 
whom were Hans Hager and Ulrlch 
Funk; and the two school nuisters 
were also -to take part in examining 
, him. Ruliinger reporte that the Bap- 
tl.'^t.s io the disputation proved no 
I more than before. Zwingli appealed 
to Orayblll who behaved himself as 
if the Savior was present. And others 
tell of the testimony the Baptists ^ave 
of the joy and relief they felt after 
they were baptized over again. (Zur 
p. 30). ' 

1«85— TlM dnqrbfll Aaabftptlsli or 
VennoBlles of lOS. 

The congregation of Anabaptists 
had by 1525 had so far now become 
established that they caused the 
Council of Zurich to admit they were 
beyond control. There were by this 
time thirteen different religious Re- 
formed bodies that bad broken off the 
Catholic Church and nearly all em- 
braced some part of the Anabaptist 
faith. One branch was called the free 
or rude brethren who condemned in- 
f tot baptism and baptised their ad- 
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herents anew. Aside from tbese was 

the party of Grayblll Anabaptists 
known as the quiet ItopUsts who kept 
themselTM aloof from the otber Ifen- 

nonites or Anabaptists. But Zwingli 
said he much feared in the end they 
would combine. This was away back 
In 1525. (Brons, p. 26). 

158S — ^AnabapUsm Claining from Luth- 



Abont 1525 when Anabaptlsm be- 
gan to spread whole town and coun- 
ties which did not adhere to Luther 
began to iiock to Anabaptism and 
thousands who had been Lutherans 
went over into their camps. They 
showed an enthusiasm and a courage 
to the death that had for Its example 
only that of the times of early Chris- 
tianity and its martyrs. This was the 
condition throughout Germany, (MUi- 
ler, p. 14). 

1S8«— fiastwavi Sptead of Anabap* 
tlsm ar Hamonltlsm 

Mailer tells us (p.93) that in Zurich 

the powers greatly reduced Anabap- 
tism l)y force which had in ir.i'r)an(! C> 
Spread over Schauffhausen, Basil, 
Wald and other parts of Switzerland, 
from the neighboring Cantons. But 
it found entrnnce Into Swal)ia and in 
the Tyrol in early times. Especially 
when Zurich began to drown the Ana- 
baptists and when the fall of Wald 
brought new threats to the itinerant 
messengers of the Baptists who 
looked for a new theatre. Blaurach 
especially from Zurich turned to 
Graubiinden when he had established 
a congregation of Anabaptists at 
Mans; and from there to Tyrol to 
gather a flock for the Lord. Ruplin 
and Sattler went to Alsace and on to 
Swabla where they found the soil 
ready by the Augsbttfgeri (Luther- 
ans) labors — and In a short time 
stood at the head of seven cougrega- 
tlmii of Anabaptists or Mennonltes. 
Hatster promulgated Anabaptlsm In 



Nuremburg, Augsburg and along the 

Rhine; Jacob Gross of Wald in Stras- 
burg, etc. In Passau, Regensburg 
and Mflnchen congregations of Ana- 
baptists arose who kept themselves in 

communion with the brethren in 
Swabia and Upper Rhine and press- 
ing forward to the Danube, estab* 

llshed the same in Austria, Slazburg. 
Spener, Lenz and Stein. Even Vi- 
enna had congregations of Anabap- 
ttsts. . 

1 6 W Jacoh Gross's Msnnonito Labors 
In Strasbifg^ 

FV>r a time in Strashurg there was 

a disposition not to incline either to- 
ward Wittenburg and Lutheranism or 
to Zurich toward Reform Rellgtcm; 
and this gave Mennonitism a chance. 
And thus it was that Jacob Gross was 
able to lead an Anabaptism movement 
in that region. Gross' main doctrine 
was that the Gospels teach there 
should not be infaixt baptism but that 
baptism should bVglven only to 
grown persons as a \eal of their 
faith. lie also taught i\^t one must 
not take an oath. Thus ^e was a 
leader of the faith there. (Vona 408). 

ISSe-GrayblU and Mans '«iTe the 

Seasons for Their Fal^ 

These Anabaptist leaders w^re sev- 
eral times examined for their faith. 
At one of the examinations in 1526 
Grayblll said that a careful stu-ly of 
the scriptures had brought hiii to 
.\nabaptism. He held that no CUris- 
tian could defend by the sword. The 
warlike Anabaptist, Blauroch fi<om 
his prison wrote that Gray bill \nd 
Manz and himself were acknowled,-;ed 
Anabaptists as early as 1526 ind 
that they were all ready to die for 
their principles. He went so far as 
to write that the Pope, the Lu- 
therans and ZwingUans and Judas 
were all the same class, that is nur- 
derers of Christ. He said baptisu of 
children comes from the Bvil One. 
This same Blanrocfa time and again 
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declared he wanted to debate with 
ZwlDKll. and audi a debate waa ar- 
ranged but Egii says he departed a 

confuseil man. (Zur. 54). 

162ft— Zurich Tries to lift the Ana- 
baptists Back to the Former 
Faith. 

Brons tells ua (p. 47) that the Coun- 
cH of 200 tried In 1526 to brin« the 
deluded Anabaptists or Mennonltes 
back to the former faith because their 
movement hurt the government, and 
tended to the destruction of order, 
and to brin? this about they put sev- 
eral men and women to prison. Also 
there waa a proclamation leaned that 
nowhere in the land henceforth shall 
any one presume to baptize again a 
person who has once been baptized: 
and any one who should violate this 
decree waa to be tried and drowned. 

16M— Advance and Growth of Ana- 
baptism in Netherlands. 

Brons tells us (p. 60) that in 1526 
about Zurich an announcement or 
public proclamation waa made In sub- 
stance that as many of the sii])Jects 
have been reading the writings of the 
new Reformers In religion that now 
no one shall secretly or publicly as- 
aent to the opinions in the books of 
Luther, Koinerani, Karlstadt, Melan- 
thon, Lambertl or others, and that all 
these books are to bo pathored up 
within three days and be burnt. 
(Brons 00). 

im M enno Simon Not Disturbed hj 
the A bore Order* 

Saya Brona at the same page Menno 

Simon did not suffer himself to be 
disturbed in the least by this order; 
and his fellow preachers also paid no 
attention to it — but they all kept on 
reading these interdicted writings and 
especially in regard to baptism. And 
It la laid down that Menno Simon said 
"these men taught me that by means 
of Baptism children were made clean 
of hereditary and original sin. I test- 



ed it and found by the scripture that 
such doctrine Is contrary to the teaGh> 

iiig of Christ. Afterwards he says I 
went to Luther, and be said children 
are to be baptised on their own faith. 
This was wrong. Then I went to oth- 
ers and they said the child should be 
baptized to make parents more care- 
ful. This Bucerrus told me. Then I 
went to Bulllngerus and he called my 
attention to the old covenant of cir- 
cumcism and said infant baptism waa 
to be used istead of that: but I found 
this would not stand with the scrip- 
tures." Then Menno Simon took a 
view different from all these and what 
he felt accorded with the scrlpturea. 
(Do.) 

1«26 — Sohie Other MennonKe Reform- 
ers at This Date. 

Mailer tells us (p. 194) that In ir.:f; 
when Reuplin, Gross, Sattler. Denck, 
Haetser and Kautx and finally Hoff- 

man In a united way were carrying 
on Anabaptisra In Strasburg and sur- 
rounding countries, there was in spite 
of tonporary banishment of former 
loaders a trood footing gained. This 
kept on growing so that in 1555 there 
was at Strasburg the first important 
synod of the Baptists or Mennonitefl 
held, which brought unanimity to the 
leading spirits in the inflamed times 
that were to follow. 

After many more if* ms on early 
times we will hasten to the times 
that more nearly concern America. 

1627 — Anabaptisni or Mennonitism 
Among the Ulgli QennsBS. 

About the year 1527 Baptist con- 
gregations had become established in 
all the regions of the liigh German 
language, and the new religion had 
become fixed In those places. There 
was a network of small congregations 
frtmi Alsace to Brealau, and from 
Kessen to Etchland. The center of 
this region was Augsburg. Neither 
I in Germany or in Switzerland can the 
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growth of this ylsoroua Mennonitism 
be considwed as growing from any 

particular center — It grew from dif- 
ferent centers at the same time. In 
cities It took hold and there wu soon 

Intercourse from city to city by visit- 
ing brethren. The whole of Zurich 
was at this time a center of Anabap- 
tlsm — and also were Basil — ZoUoth- 
urn, Berne, Freiburg and other dtles 
of Switzerland. Miiller (20). 

1687— Hopmeler, Banished for Uls 

Mennonlte Faith. 

Mailer tells us (p. 94) that Dr. 
. Hupmeier, now Hoofmeier or Hoff- 
raler about ir)27 was banished from 
Zurich, on account of his faith and he 
went to the wUds of Swltxerlnad and 
founded an asylum for those who 
were determined to carry on the Evau- 
geiicai or Anabaptist religion. He 
found that tlie opposition to hhn was 
not so much from the Catholics as 
from the ZwingUans or Reformed 
people— and In Walshut the OTer^ 
coming of the Rebellion party» led by 
Blauroch and others who professi^d 
the Mennanite faith, but still who 
were "reslstants" made It Impossible 
there. 

I«t7— A PKlmlliTe Aiabaptlst Synod 

Begm hr Saltier. 

The same author quoted above (p. 
10) says that at two small synods 
held at Augsburg in 1526 and 7 the 
Swiss toolc no part; but on the other 
hand in 1527 nt a meeting of the south 
Germans, who were under the leader- 
ship of Battler there were audi gath- 
er in p;s held at Schlott on the Rand 
and at Strasburg, at which Swiss 
Mennonltes as well as Germans were 
present 

1SS7— LnthemnlsB Rises Up Against 

Mennonltes or Baptists. 

Shortly before the beginning of the 
year 1527 Luther had a sermon print- 
ed in which be attacked the Baptists 
ssys Brons (p. 411). In his eyes the 



I rise of these Baptists involyed liberty 
' of conscience, the very thing he fought 
for and yet he denied it to them. The 
result of it was that at Strasbdrg an 
ordhr was Issued against the Baptists 
or Mennonltes and they were exiled. 
Their enemies of the town of Stras- 
burg followed up Luther's lead by 
publishing a document in which thef 
warned the people against Kautz, a 
' Mennonlte leader. The title of the 
book was "A Faithfal Warning of the 
Servants of God at Strasburg Against 
the Sermons which Jacob Kautz, a 
Preacher in Worms has Published." 
Thus by this early date a fact almost 
incredible appears, — that the different 
branches of the new religion were at 
odds with each other. 

1527— More Anabaptists Trouble 

About Zurich. 

We are told (Zur. 62) that at- the 
end of 1527 about 30 Baptists met at 
Uein. and the report was siiread their 
next meeting would be in a church — 
that they now had friends and funds 
enough to own a church. When the 
council of Zurich (Zur. 64) sent Its 
delegates in 1527 to the General As- 
sembly they were instructed to bring 
up the Buhjoct of whether Christ's 
teachings were not that all were sub- 
ject to the government, and whether 
the Anabaptist movement was not 
spiritually wronpf. When it was found 
that live Baptists known of old had 
gone there too as delegates from ZoU 
likon it aroused susjiicion and the 
council of Zurich were doubly angry. 
These Baptist delegates confessed 
that they had themselves sent as 
delegates so that they could know 
whether their brethren were to be de- 
creed to be drowned, according to the 
desire of the council, so that if that 
was the decision reached they would 
know It early and could go ^and visit 
the brethren and comfort them so 
that they should be firm, for Christ 
had taught clearly that they should 
visit the brethren In prison. 



Digitized by Google 



WOI^S AND ZURICH IN UPROAR 



28 



The Council ftt 

suasion fZur. 64) 
confederacy of BapUUts from Berne. 
Basil. Sehaffauaen, Chur, Appensel 

and St. Gallen, all in Switzerland to 
meet at Zurich, Monday after St. Law- 
rence day in 1527, stating that it could 
be aliown to them fhat their aim was 
the destruction not only of true right- 
eousness and inner faith of the Chris- 
tian Religion but also the outward or- 
dinances of Christian and orderly gov- 
ernment, against brotherly love and 
good morals. (Do. 65). 

lo21 — Zurich Decree A^Inst Meuuo- 
nlte Street Preaching. 

In the latter part of 1527. (Zur., p. 

70) a decree was sent out to the 



Zurich now tried] among the "Staats-Archivars", that 

They Invited the Is, the .\rchives in charge of the gov- 



ernment, by Dr. Keller, that inMiin- 
ster where a work on Anabaptism 

came to light, that Hans Denck who 
in Worms in 1527 sought refuge, was 
perhaps the most important of the 
teachers ot the German Baptists of 
that time. He ' further says that 
Denck found here, as he bad in Augs- 
burg enthusiastic adherents, who 
recognised In the man there a gospel 
niesspnser of genuine gold. One of 
his adherents, a Lutheran preacher, 
named Kauts, affixed a series of theses 
to the theological Cloister at Worms, 
June 9. 1527. Challenged by this the 
Lutherans and Catholics arrayed 
themselves against the Baptists and 



Bailiffs or Sheriffs about Zurich, the whole city went into uproar, 
dated the 16ih of December, to spot The Baptists in Worms were in 
out all the Baptist or Mennonlte such large majority that Wolfgang 

preachers who were preaching on thejcaptto, four days Ix fore the theses 
corners of the streets and trying to ; were fixed, wrote to Zurich that the 



get the people to withdraw from the 
Catholic Church. Some of these 

preachers were forel^rners from Hoi 



City o£ Worms had by a public agree- 
ment seceded from the word of God, 

that is, he mraiit there were so many 



land and parts of Germany. The de- 1 of these Anabaptists and Mennonltes 
cree was that their were to be arrest- | about that it looked as If they were 
ed and taken to Wellenberg. but to be i about the only people in the district, 
disniissf'd on paying 5 Pound penalty. This Capito was not a Baptist; he 
Following this decree there were sev- ^ was a Lutheran, but in some ways 
eral arrests in the Lowlands. Prom agreed with Denck. 
this we see a new difficulty arisin'^ ' Soon, however, the opponents of 
that often appears In the Baptist | the Baptists succeeded in stirring ui) 
morement in this that there was cor- Elector against them, which was 
ruption among the Clergy; and these | a hard task. All they had to do to 
Baptist preachers were accused of thosp dpfcnsoless people was to re- 
some of this corruption. But the i ward them as the same kind as the 
truth is that the corruption was not | Milnserltes and the Zwlckanerltes, 
among them but that the established | who disregarded Infant baptism and 
Church needed stricter discipline, so made it appear that those real Bap- 
Egli says at the same page that this tists belonged to the same class. We 
section of the country is the chief j remember these MOnserites and oth- 
hearth or location of thn third period t>rs wen- not resardrd as sincere and 



of the Baptist movement, that is, 
and about Zurich. 



in 



1587 — Great Martyrdom of Anubap- 

tlim AbMt Wmmi. 

In Brons* work, (p. 180) he tells us 
that according to recent research 



were looked upon more as persons 
who simply took a delight In making 
trouble: Mfknser. their leader, was 
always trying to quarrel: henceforth 
the Baptists in the Palatinate were 
persecuted by the united spiritual and 
worldly powers in such a terrible man- 



Digitized by Google 



24 



ANCIENT AUTHORITY ON BAFTISM 



ner that in a short time 850 of these 1 1587— DMlth 9t the HeiUMBlte Patriot 

harmless people were executed. This 
aroused many who did not agree with 



Manx. 

We are told by Brons, (p. 40) that 



tbeoe AnabaptiBto or Mennouites but [ ^^^^ j,^,^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 

who were impressed by the steadfast ' 



ness and who had read many writings 
of Hans DenclK. Amous these friends 

of the Meniionites was a preacher 
named John Odea bach aud be wrote a 
letter to the Judges and said, "Behoid 
with what great and patient love and 
devotion these pious people died — 
how iiuightly they withstood the world 
and how they can not be Tanqulehed 
because of the truth. They have suf- 



spoken of before was taken out on the 
ship to death by drowning "and when 
he stood there ready to be martyred, 
beneath hUn the floods of the Lake of 
Zurich — above him the blue sky — 
around him the great mountains with 
their suu-illumined summits — his 
soul raised iuelf in sight of death 
above thesp and when on one side a 
preacher sympathetically spoke to 
htm that he should be converted to 



fered violence but they prosper be- cb^^i^oUc faith again, he scarcely 
cause they are the holy martyrs o£!^_^^ „. ^^^^^ ^^^^ qi 



God," 



heard it; but ho 
bis mother staadiug on the other side 



1587— ABelent Avtbority of the Ana- and his brethren with her. who at the 

same time prayed that he should re- 



bapttets on Bapttem. 



main steadfast: and he sang when 



Mennonites' view of baptism as it was 
in 1627 is expressed in an old worli 
as follows: "At his baptism by John 
Christ called baptism a righteousness 
and when the Publicans were baptiz- 
ed by John he called it a Council of 
Ood, therefore, children are not to be 
baptized because they need no repen- 
tance and know nothing of righteous- 
ness and Couucil of God; further 



The same author, last meutioued . they fettered him, with a loud voice 
(p. 44) tells us that the AnabapUsto or | and said. 'Into thy hands. O Lord. I 

commit my spirit' and soon after the 
waves covered him from sight" This 
happened In January, 1527. Brons 
gives us a very vivid picture of the 
event, etc. 

Ia27 — First German and Austrian 
Mennonlte Leaders. 
The name author says (p. 412) that 
in this year Battler. Denck, and 



Christ says after his resurrectton. hejHaetzler had gone from Worms to 
who believes and Is baptized shall be preach the Anabaptist or Mennonite 

doctrine. Sattler went to Kotenburg 
in the Necker and the other two went 
to Augsburg. Here they met Kautz. 
.lacob Gross and Jacob Dascher and 
Sigmund Salminger and other friends. 



saved but he who does not believe 
will be dammed." Thus it is said by 

this writer that no one could be bap- 
tized ext-ei)t those who understand 
and believe and therefore children 



can not be baptiaed.This work further a" important men. who asserted a 
says for this reason children will not K^eat Influence on the congregaUons; 

Savior only land all prepared to risk" their lives 

._!for their faith in the certainty that 

that faith was according to the gen- 
uine spirit of the doctrine of Christ. 
Christianity seemed to them a power 
of God that rendered men capable to 



be condemned and the 
spealts of those who understand to 
know good and evil shall be in danger 
after they do the evil but as to the 
rest he says they arc simple minded 
and must 1)0 aware that false prophets i,r. a follower of Christ as It had also 
do not lead them astray. So to them ^ renedered the first Christian martyrs, 
baptism would only be an outer sign j Therefore, they had courage to stand 
and would not mean anything. i up for their convictions in spite of 
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disgrace and contumely — in spite of 
torture and death. They were con- 
vinced that their affair was God's and 
that they were the leaven for later 
senerationB. This kept them stead- 
fast through the horrible events in 
which they saw everywhere the breth- 
ren, singly and in groups, robbed, ex- 
pelled and tortured and Ulled women 
aa well as men. 

In Austria they were smoked out of 
the oisQs and camps, burnt as fast as 
convicted and the ofllcera who ar- 
rested them got their property. It 
was horrible there. Uaetzler was 
overtaken too. In one of the old 
manuscripts the death of Haetzler Is 
told. He was learned In several lan- 
Ifuages and in holy scripture. At the 
time of his departure he made a beau- 
tiful speech, which moved many to 
tears, and he composed a soog which 
is still In use In Swltserland and other 
places. 

In this we see some of the earliest 
attempts to act as a group of minis- 
ters or a collective body to give the 
new Anabaptist religion Its organisa- 
tion. 

15X7 — ^KlBg of Denniurk farm • Men- 
nonite Leader. 

The same anthor says, (p '!77) that 
Hoflmeier about 1527 attracted the at- 
tention of the King of Denmark, who 
examined his doctrine and made him 
preacher in the province of Kiel: and 
he soon had his own printing press, 
which tl^e King assisted him in secur- 
ing as he had no means himself but 
it excited the envy of other preachers. 
Bnms tells us later, however, that 
this Danisli M- nnonite let his fancy 
and zeal carry him away. And when- 
ever he had time he got to reading 
that part of the Bible which excited 
his fancy and led him Into hallucina- 
tions, viz: — the tabernacle of Moses, 
the dress of Aaron, the Priest, the 
Exodus of the Children of Egypt, etc. 
From these he deduced the number 
font as the sacred number, which dls- 



iturbed his idea of the Trinity for a 
I time. Thus he said we had the four 

'^ospe!?. And he preached about the 
jfour rivers — the four colors of silk— 
I the four horns of the AlUr and the 
I four animals of Ezeklel — and these he 
I made more important than the gospel. 
"So he got a little off." Hoffmeier 
brought about much evil. His agree- 
ment with I^uther was kept and 
Luther, therefore did not bother about 
him because he did not attack Luther 
very much. Luther however, wrote 
to Kiel to his friends there that Hoff- 
meier was not right and that they 
should not heed his doctrine. 

In this we see that there was dan- 
ger of the early zeal carrying: the 
early fathers away as well as in these 
later days. 



1927— Tbe Second Stage of the Ana- 
baptltl Beligloii mi III iMders. 

The history of Anabaptlsm in 1526 

to 1528 enters into its second period 
at Zurich. After the victory in Zurich 
had been decided by the State and the 
Baptists had been oppressed, the 
stronger of the Baptist leaders bring 
the Anabaptist religion into its second 
period in wl^jlch the defeated found as 
leaders, and supporters such strong 
men as Balthaser, Hoffmeier and Jo- 
hann Denck, the recognized new lead- 
lers. 

At that time Sebastian Frank. Capi- 
|to and Kessler in Saint Gallen recog- 
Inlzed fully the difference between the 
Swiss breOiren and Anabaptists in 
the narrower sense when In l.^i27 at 
jSignau in Northwest Moravia, the 
I difference came openly to light The 
type of the Swiss brethren Is more 
that of the early martyrs, whose val- 
iant stand for their new Christianity 
was brought out more prominent by 
persecution. (Miiller, p. 10). 

It is shown us in this item that 
there were really different branches of 
Anabaptism or Mennonlte faith in 
early times The preachers through- 
jout Switzerland being the more re- 
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liable and serious. In parts of Oer- 
many and in Denmark we have no- 
ticed that the leaders were Inclined 
to try to do something odd and create 

excitement 

1187— Hnnt 8e«kler's Ennncintion ef 

Principles. 

During the year 1527, Hans Sock- 
ler had come from Basel to Be rue. 
both In Swltserland. Hans Dreier 
and Hcinrlch Seller were present at 
the Baptists' meeting or convention of 
1528, and were, according to a manu- 
script in the Berne Library, drowned 
In the Berne Lake in 1535. A minute 
of the hearing against these people is 
set out in the old books and the main 
points that Seckler Insisted upon 
were as follows: (1) Baptism of chil- 
dren Is a bad practice and can not 
senre any good purpose. (2) /Though 
we do not take part in Government 
we ought to be subject to Govern- 
ment, and we are. (S) The word of 
Christ must remain and govern all 
things — we are not to swear at all — 
what Oovenrment commands we will 
do as long as it Is not against Gtod. 
(4) The heart belongs to dod and not 
to men (be was surely not a Social- 
ist). (6) Paying taxes Is all that Is 
Imposed upon us and this a Christian 
will always do. (fi) As to paying in- 
terest we hold it the same as imying 
tithes: If interest is usury so is pay- 
ing thp tlflu s (7) As to having sev- 
eral wives, be said that more than 
one wife Is wrong, but that he knew 
of some Anabaptists who had several 
wives In common, but most of them 
did not believe in this doctrine, and 
now I believe that all who used to UA' 
low are very sorry for it and that it is 
stamped out. (8) As to the mass and 
pictures of the Virgin and as to why 
they do not enter churches in which 
there are these pictures and idols in 
the church, he said, he does not com- 
plain about it and those who want to 
do so. may; neither do wp say that 
the women should not go into the 



Church. (9) Infant baptism has no 
foundation in the gospel but it was 
only begun by the Pope. This does 
not make It a gospel rite; because no 
Christian practice can exist that Is 
not planned and set up by God him- 
self. (MuUer, p. 42). 

1527— George Wagner's Exccntionf 

I Also Others Put to Death. 

In Martyr's Mirror, (p. 401) Is given 
the following account of the execution 
of George Wagner in 1527. 

"George Wagner, of Emmerich, was 
apprehended at Munich, in Bavaria, 
on account of four arUcles o£ the 
faith. First, That the priest can not 
forgive sins. Secondly. That he does 
not believe a man can bring down 
God from heaven. Thirdly. That he 
does not believe that God or Christ 
Is bodily in the bread which the priest 
has upon the altar; but Uiat it is the 
body of the Lord. Fourthly, That he 
did not hold to the belief that water 
baptism possessed any saving power. 
As he would not renounce these arti- 
cles, he was most severely torm«ited, 
so that the prince felt great compas- 
sion for him, and personally came to 
him in the prison, and earnestly* ad- 
mlnlshed him thereto, promising that 
he would call him his friend all his 
lifetime. Thus also, the tutor of the 
prince, esrnestly sdmonlshed him to 
recant, and likewise made him many 
promises. Ultimately his wife and 

I child were brought before htm In prls- 

lon In order, on this wise to move him 
to recant. But neither was he to be 
moved In this way; for he said that 

i though bis wife and child were so dear 
m him tliat the prince could not buy 

I them with all his dominion, yet he 

[would not torsske his Ood and Lord 
on their account Many priests and 
nthors also came to hlmffl but he was 
steadfast and immovable in that which 

I Ood had given htan to know. Hence he 
was finally sentenced to the fire and 

i death. 
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Having been delivered into the 
hands of the executioner, and led in- 
to the middle of the city, he said: 'To- 
day I win confess my God before all 
ttie world.' lie bad sucb Joy in Cbrist 
Jeeus, that his face did not pale, nor 
his eyes show fear; but he went smil- 
ingly to the fire, where the execution- 
er bound bim on the ladder, and tied 
a little bag of powder to his neek, at 
which he said: 'Be it done In the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghoet;" and having smilingly bidden 
farewell to a Christian who was 
there, be was thrust into the fire by 
tbe executioner, and happily offered 
up his spirit, on the eighth day of 
February, A. D. 1527. The sheriff how- 
ever, surnamed Eisenreicb von Lands- 
berg, while returning home from the 
place of execution, travelling on 
horseback, purposing to apprehend 
others of the brethren, died suddenly 
In tbe night, and was foand dead in 
his bed In the morning having thus 
been removed through the wrath of 
God. 

Melchior Vet. who was a compan- 
ion of OoorKe Blaurock of whom wo 
have spoken before, was also burned 
at the same time that Michael Satter 
was executed. Leonhard Kesrser. the 
same year, was drowned for having 
accepted the doctrine of the Aanbap- 
tlsts, (Martyrs' Mirror, pp. 403 and 
405). The same year. Thomas Her- 
man and 67 others, and also at the 
Hague and at other places in Hol- 
laadt about 150 more were executed, 
(M. Mirror. 406-9.). 

Bene Asks Zurich How Thej 
Sitenulnato tke XenMttet 

There. 

On the nth of September, of this 
year, the Berne authorities wrote to 
Zurich and Informed them that they 
had published a decree against the 

Anabaptists or Mennonites to the 
effect that they must stop practicing 
tbe faith or leave tbe country, and 



warning them that If they went into 
any other part of Switzerland and 
keep on their doctrine* they would be 
punished wherever th^ art. 

About the same time Berne asked 
information from Zurich how they 
managed to reduce the Baptists to 
such a small number so early, stating 
that they wish to follow the same 
method. Zurich said the best method 
they found was to kill them, (MUller. 
p. 28). 

In this item we observe two points* 
(1) that Zurich got throu^^ her per- 
secutions against the Mennonites 
earlier than Berne did. It is likely 
that many of them fled from Zurich 
to Berne and into the Emmenthal or 
valley Northwest of Berne: and (2> 
we notice that Zurich was much more 
severe than Berne in its treatment of 
these people. 

(16S7— Hew Mennonite Strength in the 

Emmenthal. 
In 1527 Berchtold Ilaller. (likely to- 
day Heller, the common L.aacusler 
county name), the reformer from 
Berne wrote to Zwln^l that the val- 
ley of the Lower Zimmenthal Is on 
his side and further he also hears 
that the subjects from the Emmen- 
thal 9nd particularly about Langnan 
and Ruederswell have turned for the 
right, that is have become Anabap- 
tists and have given up the mass and 
have petitioned the rulers of the 
country that they should let them 
practice their religion unmolested. 
They said also that they could show 
by the scriptures that the mass was 
a blasphemy. The Council agreed to 
let these faithful people go without 
observing the mass now until further 
notice. This was the same also as to 
the congregations of BolUngen and 
Robrbacb, (Mailer, p. 23). 
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1627— AnabaptlsU Acted Unwisely at 
Zototlmni, SwttierlABd. 

The agitation, which was In 1527 
carried to Berue iu favor of Anabap- 
tlsm frightened the friends of the re- 
formation In not a little degree and tit 
was a year before the victory of the 
reformation was known to the frieada 
at Berne. At this time there were 



to Anabaptlsm out of a population of 
12,000. These formed the kernel of 
the Baptist congregattona In that sec- 
tion, known as the oonsenratlve Bap> 
tlsts or Mennonites. There were also 
communities of Baptists thore who 
were very excitable and they were 
called the enthusiastic Baptists. Then' 
there were also the Swshian Baptists 



In the Uppw Necker Valley, and they 

some restless and foolish dreamers ^^^^^^ gg,,^^ articles of faith about 

the year 1527. (Muller. page 94). 
1588— BefomatloB KoTeBent In 
SwItMriaad Betaided by the 
Keinealtei. 



among the Anabaptists and this ere 
ated disorders In Zurich and the 
news spread to Berne and did there 

canse much harm. Also in Germany 

they caused trouble and now it was 

carried to Berne and the Catholics 

took a dellslit Is this dilemma. Zeh- 

ner In 1531 reports and says the re- 
formation movement at Zolothurn, 



A great discussion or debate was 

held in January, 1528, in Berne for 
the purpose of having the people de- 



Swltzeriand, that the beginning was cide which branch of the reformation 
BO good that the whole reformation | they would cling to, that is, whethw 
should have grown very strong In ■ the reform under Zwlngll or the M«n- 

Christ. t)ut he heard that evrr\ thing jnonlte or Anabaptist faith and It was 

was spoiled by these Anabaptists. y^p decided according to the result 



who were tolerated with pleasure by 
the Catholics, because th^ saw it 
held the cause back and so the true 

servants of the gospel are not now 
counted anything in that section, 

(Muller. p. 25). 

1587— Mennonlte Congregations .Grow- 
ing In OUIerent Parts ef Swltier* 
land. 

Doctor Hoo|)meier, expelled from 
Zurich found an asylum in Nickel- 



of this debate. Kveryonc could speak 
out what he desired. But the Bishops 
knew the opinion in Berne and re- 
mained away. Whether the Baptists 
would take part in it and defend their 
views or whether they wanted to 
take advantage of the excitement 
Sim lily to push on their doctrine ts 
not known hut it was soon found that 
their appearance there would be 
rlisastrous to the stjccess of the dis- 
cussion and might have ended the de- 
burg, Switzerland, and there for a bate because now all the strength of 



long thne he was not hindered In the 
Anabaptlsm doctrine, which he be- 
lieved and which Zwingli prevented 
In Zurich. Others came to this Asv- 
lum from SL Gallen and the Upner 
Mountainous regions of SwItserland. 
They had the powerful protection of 



the powers or Ctovernment were to be 

held together to strike against Rome. 
And it was feared that a debate in- 
stead of getting all the reform 
preachers together, would just result 
m splitting them up more. There* 
fore, the foreign Mennonites who had 



County Llchtensteln and In a little ' come to attend this discussion were 
While 40 to 50 households had turned 1 kept back in a cloister until the dis- 
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Cttssion was ended. Then irhon they 
came up it was decided they could 
say whatever they pleased. At this 
time also a spirit commenced to arise 
to puuisti any of those Anabaptists 
or heretics as they called them, who 
were sent out of the country and were 
now beginning to come back. A 
great effort was now to be made to 
gattier together ail the reformers and 
make a nMire against the Catholic 
Church and because the Mennonltes 
and Anabaptists were splitting up 
this reform movement hy not accept- 
ing Zwingli and Luther views, the 
Reformed and the Lutherans now 
turned against them as fiercely as 
possible, (Uttller, p. 28). 

IfiS^MartivdoB In Salshiirg. 

During this year 18 persons In one 
part and many others were execuU^d 
for their Monnonite faitli in Salsiuir-.^. 
Germany. The most reliable account 
Is as follows: 

"These eighteen persons, besides 
many others, were kindled with seal 
in the ffTir of Cr<)(\, nnd had tnrnefl lo 
God from thr world and ll.s idolatry, 
and been baptized upon faith in 
Christ, entering: upon obedience to- 
wards his holy gospel. This the 'ad- 
versaries could not endure: these 
eighteen were therefore apprehended, 
and finally, as they, under many tor- 
tures, piously adhered to their faith, 
were also sentenced to the fire, and 
burned on the same day, at Salzburg, 
about the year 1528." (See M. Mirror, 
p. 4U.) 

All of these showed the greatest 
readiness to die for the sake ot their 

faith and left inspiring tributes to 
strengthen their brethren and sisters. 
Speaking of the state churches, they 
say they have hid the truth for 
more than 600 years, seduced the 



multitudes with false doctrines and 

trampled the word under foot 

They then proceed and say that all 
this has been witnessed at Salzburg 
not a lamentable matter, viz.: — that 
eighteen persons should be burned in 
one day for the doctrine of Christ. 
That they suffered a great deal before 
they were burned, to wit. — they could 
not buy or sell land nor own prop- 
erty, because they did not belleTC In 
the State doctrine. 

IfiflS— SeTeaty-OBC Persens Martyied 
In the Talley the Ib]i» BaTarla, 
Ctomany. 

In the year 1528, "Leonbard Schoo- 
ner of Becklasbiirg was apprehended. 
He was a niiuister of God, and was 
well versed in the holy Scriptures, 
and also In the Latin language. He 
faithfully taught the true baptism of 
Christ and his apostles, the true 
Lord's Siipi)er, and the articles of the 
Christian faith; yea. the word of God. 
He also testified against infant bap- 
tism, the abominable sacrament, and 
other abominations of antichrist. He 
had originally been a barefoot friar 
for about six years, but beholding the 
impurity. wantonness, hypocrisy 
(Matt 7:15), and vlclousness of the 
monks and priests, and judging their 
lives by the word of (Vod. he left the 
monastery at .Judenburg, Austria, and 
went to Nurenberg, learned the tai- 
lor's trade and then traveling about 
as a Journeyman tailor, he came to 

Nulasberg. in Austria. There he 
.heard of Baltliasar Uuebmeier and his 
baptism, aud learned that a number 
of the same fsith formed a little so- 
ciety at Veyen. He sought them out, 
came to them, heard them, and. led 
thith» r l)y Oswald was baptized. Af- 
ter this he went to Steyen to work 
at his trade: where he taught and 
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baptized, having been elected teacher 
by them; and thus teaching and bap- 
tizing, he proceeded through Bavaria, 
wm far as Rothenburg, In the Yailv of 
the Inn, where he was apprehended 
for his faith, disputed much with his 
opposers, and was examined. Pre- 
vious to this he proposed: that, if 
they regarded his fatth and doctrine 
as wrong and heretical, they should 
produce learned persons, doctors, 
monks and priests, to dispute with 
him concerning the matter. Should 
he, in dispute on true scriptural 
grounds be found to be In the wrong, 
they should punish him as unright- 
eous; and for still further confirma- 
tion of the truth, he offered, in order 
to confirm his assertion and his writ- 
ings, that, if any of the learned could 
convince him with the truth of the 
word of God, that his doctrine was 
not comformable to the holy scrip- 
tures, he should, as having been van- 
quished be severed limb from limb by 
the executioner, and, when deprived 
of all his limbs, have' the ribs lorn 
out of his body, until he should be 
dead. But if he should not be able to 
obtain and hearing and disputation, 
and they should judge and put him to 
death unhr-ard, he asked all the wit- 
nesiies of his death, and all those 
Standing by, that they be his witness- 
es before Ood, In His Judgment at the 
last day. Rut by virtue of the man- 
date of the Emperor, and the edict of 
the King of Hungary and Bohemia, ho 
was condemned, delivered to the exe- 
cutioner, beheaded, and burnt to 
ashes on the 11th day of January of 
said year, at Itothonburg. lor the tes- 
timony of Christ, from which he 
would not depart After the death of 
this Leonhard, about seventy persons 
bore witness with their blood in the 
same place. Leonhard Schoener. 



among others, left an admonition for 
the consolation of all those who suf- 
fer for the name of Christ" (See Mhr- 
ror, p. 409.) 

By this we can see that the re- 
ligious agitation was in great ferment 
in the central part of Germany at this 
time; and that the Anabaptist orMea- 
nonite Church was slowly rising 
through blood and turmoil to become 
a great religious power In central 
Europe. 

l.>28— Hans Schlaeffer and Leonhard 
Frlck Martyred in the TaUej of 

the Inn^ Bavaria, Germany, 
"in the year 1528, Brother Hans 
Sdilaeffer, formerly a Boman Priest 
but aftOTwards a teaser of the word 
and Gospel of Christ, a highly gifted 
man, was apprehended at Schwartz, 
in the Valley of the Inn, and with him 
Brother Leonhard Frlck. They tried 
him greatly with many severe tor- 
tures, and disputed with him, through 
the priests about infant baptism: but. 
he orally as well aa in writing, 
showed them his defense, as it is com- 
manded, and as it will be found 
throughout the entire New Testa- 
ment, namely: That the word of God 
must flrst be taught, and that only 
those who bear, understand, believe 
and receive it are to be baptized. 
This is the true Christian baptism, 
and no anabaptism. The Lord has 
nowhere commanded to baptize in- 
fants; they are already the Lord's, 
and as long as they are in their inno- 
cence and simplicity, they are not to 
be condemned at all. The also asked 
him, in what the foundation of these 
anabaptistic sects did properly con- 
sist To this he replied: *Oar faith, 
practice and baptising Is fbunded on 
nothing else than the command of 
Christ: Oo ye into all the world and 
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preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that belleveth and is baptized will 
be saved' (Mark 16:16; Matt 28:19); 
and many other Bcriptures. 

They alBO asked what design was 
eoncealed under this baptism, since 
they had thus exhorted them to raise 
a new uproar and sedition. But he 
replied that it never entered bis 
heart, to make an uproar; neither 
had he ever approved of it In others: 
jrea, he had fled fom a house in which 
they lived in contention, which he 
could prove by all with whom he had 
ever lived. And there is no other de- 
sign ooneealed nnder it* than to 
amend the life, and to forsake the 
vlscious ways of the world; so that 
in the doctrine which he teaches, this 
is not the least commandment that 
we are in dntjr Ixrand to be subject to 
the authorities in all good things; 
how, then, shovild ho raise and pur- 
pose uproar and sedition? 

Thus Hans Schlaeffer of Schaeffer 
was asked what had caused and in- 
duced him to tonate his offlce and 
priest. Concerning this he told them, 
that he had done it for conscience's 
sake, because be knew that he was 
in a place of a prophet, and believed 
that Ood had sent him. 

They would also know of him, who 
told him to go into Germany to plant 
the evil seed of Anabaptism. He told 
them, that no <»ie had ordered him 
thither; but that, since he had no 
abiding place as yet, and had to go 
about in misery, he came there to one 
of his friends, with whom he stayed, 
and thence came to Schwartz, where 
he was apprehendM, according to 
and for the will of God. As to the 
evil seed of which they spake, he 
knew nothing at all; but he intended 
nothing evil, but much rather the 



pure divine truth." (M. Mirror, p. 
410). 

lo2B--0ther Executions of Menno- 
nito8 or Anabaptists. 
During this same year Leopold 
Schneider was beheaded at Augsburg 
for his faith. He died with songs of 
praise on his lips, (M. Mirror, p. 411). 
Also Hans of Stotzingen was con- 
demned to death for the Evangelical 
truth, in Z&btni, Alaaoe, (M. Mirror, 
p. 412). And the same as all the rest 
he seemed to show no fear at all and 
was glad to meet his torture and 
death. 

The same year (Do.) two minlstera 
of the Evangelical gospel were de- 
stroyed in the city of Brueem. Mo- 
ravia. \vhen they were being tried, 
one of them said to the Council who 
were trying them, to be careful that 
they do not shed innocent blood, when 
one of the Council being pricked in 
his heart nnmod Thomas Petzer arose 
and pretended he were washing his 
hands, saying. 'Thus shall I wash my 
hands in their blood and think to do 
God service.' But a few days later he 
was found dead in his bed, so that he 
died and passed away before those 
whom he helped to condemn. In the 
same year Hans Felerer, (M. Mirror, 
p. 412) and five of his believers were 
condemned and burned at Munich, in 
Bavaria, and in addition three sisters, 
being wives of three of. these men, 
were drowned and all of them seemed 
ready and willing to die for their 
father. This name Feierer is much 
like our Lancaster County Feree, 
which at certain times spelled Fer- 
ree, and may have later been changed 
into Forry. And we also have the 
name Flero. All of these names seem 
to come from the same stock and 
these people may have come from 
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Chat part of Oermany, bordering 
France. 



on 



liS8--«Nwth of HenmattlaiB. 

This year, according to Dr. Egli'a 

Ziiricher W'iedertaufer, Zwingli found 
great difTlculiy in keeping his brethren 



they began to migrate to other lands. 
This migration was partly caused b\* 
the reason that the great Mennonite 
leaders, via:— OreyUU, Stumpt and 
others were expelled— Hoffmeler was 
taken captive by the Austrlans and 
burned at the stake in Vienna. Ludwig 



from leaving the Reformed church Haetzer of KUsnitz and also Denck 



and going over to the Mennonitea or 
Anabaptiata. He remonstrated with 



were submitted to tortares; and thus 
they began to more onward like 



them bvt tb^ did not heed and took sheep without a shepherd. The Men- 
such means ns they saw fiL Then the nonites from SchafThausen may have 
Government came to his aid and com- gone down the Rhine about this time. 



pelled the people to follow Zwingli's 
teaching or suffer a penal^ If they 



Some went to the NeOierlanda, some 
went .ta.^8ace In the Ftalts and 



Joined the Anabaptists. In certain {yet others to Hassen, (Brons, p. 47). 
places the Anabaiitist strength grew 
so that in one town there was only 
one woman left in the Reformed 



isas— Debate on Henmlte Principles 
at Berne. 



church, the rest of the neighborhood 



This year, according to Hfiller, (p. 



having turned Mennonltes and held ' 45) the Anabaptists were Invited to 

come to Berne to discuss the religious 
principles and to see whether those 
who were imprisoned might have 
their liberty again. After the regular 
convention waa held there was an in- 
formsl discussion with these Ana- 
baptists who were present and there 
again the BaptlsU re-asserted their 
principles more strenuously than be- 



thelr meeting In a barn, (Zur., p. 80). 

Thf'v now. howpvor. hei^an to havp 
dilticultles among themselves and 
this retarded the growth somewhat, 
(Zur.. p. 87). 

UK— First KIgratlen of the Menne- 
nltes Into Ctemaaj. 
The Anabaptists begged that their 



opponents should raamlne the Baptist | fore as Is shown by an old book pub> 
faith more closely and their tearhinRs ] ijghed jn Zurich. The objections 



and they offered to submit them to 
the Council of Berne but they were 
refused. Council said they would not 
accept any opinion the Anabaptiata 
had but their damned wroiiK teaching 
about not baptizing until the children 
were grown up must be rejected en- 
tirely and also their dotcrine of not 
assisting the Oovemment They fur- 
ther said that the Anabaptlat view 
that no Government was necessary 
was dangerous and the steps taken by 
the officials to enforce the Anabap- 
tists to change their viewa so dis- 
gusted them with the fatherland, that 



hionght against them were, they do 
not s'dy the "Ave Maria nor pay 
taxea or tithes— and that It Is a shame 
that these "devilish* brazen Anabap- 
tists are not ashamed of thmselves 
for refusing honor to Virgin Mary 
since God himself, gave her honor by 
making her the mother of the Savior 
though she remained a Virgin." This 
book goes on to say. "why will they 
call themselves Christians, if they do 
not give her the honor which the Arch 
Angel Gabriel gave to her, saying. 
Hail, Mary, full of grace: thou shall 
be the mother of the Savior,' etc— 
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yet these people do not give her I 

any honor." I 
It is related that the city clerk of 
the ConncU was an Anabaptist and 
he «nd his wife aald Bomethtng 

against the Virgin and were heavily 
fined; but he would not take absolu- 
tion from the Priests. The Anabap- 
tlBtB or Mennonltes were further ac- 
ensed, because It was charged they 
would not observe the Apostles* creed, 
since that wan not in the Scripture; 
also they were charged with holding 
that there should be no anthority 
WMTcIsed, except what was given In 
the Bible, and the Bible says a sword , 
could be used, they claim that it can 
or should not. 

1688 — Imperial Austrian Deeree 
Against the Anahaptistn. 
Miiller says, (p. 32) that during this 
year, there was pronounced an Imper- 
ial decree by Austria affidast the Ana> 
baptists; and In 1629 another. These 
decrees made It the duty of every 
citizen to exterminate the Anabaptist 
movement. This movement went into 
Oermany and appeared in many 
places there as communism and 
looked to be detrimental to the State. 
Therefore, they were much persecuted 
about ths time; their religious sincer- 
ity was not believed in and they were 
looked upon as a new form of dvll 
flOTernment much like sodallsts be- 
cause of their peculiar views concern- 
ing Government For this reason 
Zurich, Berne, 8t Oallen and many 
other Cantons of Swltierland and 
other places decreed that it must be 
extermlnatf'd. The main question 
they asked however was "how shall 
these stubborn her^c people be ex- 
terminated?** Switaerland found that 
question harder to answer than to 
ask. By the middle of it is shown 



by Mflller, that this movement was 
very strong all over Switzerland, 

(Mtiller, p. 30). 

l.)28 — Anubuptiiit lorturcs in Swlts- 
erland, Karttriu and l>erninny. 
Miiller, (p. 17) teils us that In the 
latter part of 1528. in Swabia (which 
was anciently the Northern part of 
Switzerland) they had 500 to 1000 
horsemen to go all over the country 
and without trial or Judgment, kill 
Taufers like wild beasts and take their 
property. George Ausbach, who was 
a friend of the Ana!)ai)tists, protected 
them against this. Just as hard wtre 
the persecutions in Bavaria. Here 
Duke IMniliam gave the order that all 
who do not repent must be burned 
and their Ilmbs be pulled out from 
their bodies. Some were fried to 
death on hot pillars of stone — some 
were tortured with red hot tongs- 
some were locked in houses and 
burned with the houses — some burned 
at the stake — some hung on trees — 
and some died by sword and water — 
some were gagged and taken to the 
place of death and killed. But in spite 
of all this they continued to grow. 

1589— Anabaptists Xeariy Bzterml- 
■ated Near Groenlngen. 

In this year there was such a severe 
measure In the district of Groeningen. 

that only two small letters remind 
us that the Anabaptists wire not 
wholly swept or wiped out. One de- 
cree was that the Sheriffs and their 
Deputy Sheriffs were all compelled to 
see to it that these Bajjtists went to 
the Catholic Church; and those that 
were not found there were condemned 
as heretics. In spite of all this a 
good many kept themselves hid and 
did not appear at the Catholic church 
for two years, (Zur., p. 83). 
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1629— PiODS Old Hans Miiller's Laiyors 
and Tronbles in iiwiUerlaud. 

At the end of this year the authori- 
ties had new troubles on hand with 
the Anabaptists. In the Aathal was 
Hans Mailer of Medlkon (SwitMr- 
land). In this place he was put to 
Jail on accoant of debts but he was 
also held on account of his Anabap- 
tist or Mennonite vit^ws. When the 
promise given about going to church 
was offered to him, he said he wanted 
to have an interview with his people 
before he would answer, as he was 
one of their leaders. The Council 
were at the same time Judge and Jury 
In Important matters; and he seeing 
that their methods were unfair said 
to them, what you want people to do 
to you you must do to them. He pe- 
titioned the Council that they should 
have fatherly mercy, that they should 
not compel him to violate his con- 
science or make his persecutions un 
bearable on account of his faith be 
cause faith is a free gift of God, and 
as everyone has not the same faith 
which the scriptures tell about, they 
ought all to be dealt with according 
to their individual faitli. He went on 
to say that faith is not of the will of 
the flesh but born of God and because 
they have the spirit of God are the 
children of God— that all that comes 
from God is good — that the mysteries 
of God are hidden like a treasure in 
a iield and no one can find them un- 
less God shows them to him, there- 
fore he said, "Tou servants of God. I 
beK of you let nie and my faith free." 

In a similar manner he expressed 
himself in a petition in which he asks 
for patience until God gives him tight 
to decide and said he, faith Is not to 
be taken up ss a stone but must first 
be found. 



Miiller made an effort to break out 
of jail and his excuse was very 
simple and unsophisticated. He said, 
"Beloved do not let this surprise yon 
that I wanted to break out from this 
Castle or jail, because the hardship 
here compels me to do it." Dr. Egli 
goes on to say that if his supposition 
is correct, this Hans MtUler of Ifedi- 
kon or Edikon is the same as the Mfll- 
ler from the Aathal or Mathal, ac- 
cording to a. letter of the Sheriff of 
Gteoningen In the beginning of 1S30, 
who interrupted the pastor in the 
church, because he would proclaim 
"Ave Maria." Edikoti he says, is no 
other place than Medikon in Aathal, 
noticed as early as August, 1528. when 
Sheriff Vogt Berger wrote and said 
that one, Hans Miiller has strong .An- 
abaptist views but otherwise he was a 
quiet and pious man, very willing to 
be taught: and afterwards he said of 
him, "He is a fine pious fellow." It 
seems also that the title page of an 
early Hymn Book used liy the Karly 
Anabaptists contained some liue al- 
lusions to the good qualities of this 
Hans Miiller and BSgli thinks that 
Sheriff Berger copied them in praise 
of Miiller. The title of the Hymn Book 
is. "A Collection of Nice Christian 
Hymns Composed in Prison of Passaw 
and in the Castle by the Swiss Breth- 
ren and Other Righteous Christians." 
Some of the hymns were composed by 
Blauroch and Mans. And it is plain 
that Hans Mfiller copied them and 
frequently quoted from them. 

1&89— EsUuato el the Nnmber of 
HeanenttM at This Time, 

MuUer tells us (p. 17 that Sebastian 

Frank, estimated the number of Men- 
uonites who were destroyed in two 
years by sword, water and fire was 
about 2000. In Tyrol there was about 
1 1000 up to the year 1530. In Ensen- 
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Bhelm In Austria, 600— in LulU, 73— in I lo2»— Early Holland Martyr Book. 
Bavaria and the Palatinate up to 1629 I thpoo n.nri.f m 
350. There were also others in Mu- ' -^'^""^"'^^^ f'-o'" 

nich and other sections. Among them distributed papers, books 

were Michael SatUer of Rotenburg, writlnga to advance their 

whose tongrue was cut out So too '"^'^slo'*- These were later gathered 



there were prominent people In other 
sections . 

1529— Melchoir Hoffman's Debate On 

the Lord's Supper. 

This year as we are told (Brons, p. 
381), Hoffman declared that If the 



into a book. The Government began 
to have them destroyed, when they 
found the Baptists were making an ef- 
fort to save them. The book was fin- 
ished in 1562 and called the book of 
the sacrlflces for the Lord. Five years 
later a second edition .of the bo<A 



^v-M.,, lAuutuau utfciareu lUSK IE ine uto uwvi 

Government of Holland does not yield I ^'^^ Spanish Govern 



and allow the Anabaptists peace, they 
will bring on bloodshed as they grow 

stronger. This he sajd after the great 
debate at Kiel, Germany, where today 
the great war vessels are gathered. 

Hoffman was looked upon as an 
agitator rather than a harmless Men- 
nonite. His enemies tried to have the 
ruler of Holland turn against him. 
but he could not do so. 

on the question of tran.ubs.anUa- Wa'.TeoserSTJp aT".,. 
tto», Hottman .aid, had Christ more | about chfs ,1^ and Lu." r ZZT 

and called attention to what he con- 
sidered their mistakes: and in answer 



ment tried to destroy it. But it was 
printed the third time and accounts of 

many later pprsecntions added. The 
first edition had only the persecutions 
up to ir)29. The next one those up to 
1559 killed in Holland, (Brons. p. 
236). 

lo29— Lather Adopts Parts oi Baptist 
Catechism. 
The Bohemian and Moravian 



than one body? Was he not sitting at 

bodv*^' ^nr**w<!i ^^^^ *^ ™^ Biufsrru uieir miBiaKes; ana m answer 

rilLt T""" that these Bohemians and Moravians tried 

h^e^i h 1 ? T f'*'!*' I**"**^* ^^^^^ wrong. 

Huffman '. ''f"^ "Ot answer their attack; 

wonman. Ihe bread is only a sym- 'but it seems h*^ ropU-,1 much of it. 

On this subject Luther and , changed it somewhat and published it 
/winf? I could not agree either; buti" Ws catechism in 1529, (Brons, p. 
they did agree on all other points by '53). 

a special effort, (Do., p. 390,. ! i5»_T«rture of Han. Hnt (now 

Io2U-Decree Against the Baptists. I Huth). 
In 1529 the Emperor of Austria de 



dded that all Baptists, men and wo- 
men who have reached the age of un- 



Brons. (p. 425) tells us of the tor- 
ture of a Baptist in 1529 who bore 
what is now a ftimillar Lancaster 



derstan,iin»^ i t ^ * " wniiiiar lisncaster 

rlnr^Jhrt . '""^ stubborn, county name-Hans Hut or Huth. Hut 



reproachful and inciting others not 
to recognize any government, may be 

put to death by fire and sword with- 



went to Augsburg in liavaria and his 
brother John to Wurtenbug. He was 
arrested there and taken to the tower. 



out trial^^of any kind. This was call- He tried to escapp bv a rope but f-ll 
•d the "blood edict" and it drove off u"ci lay as dead. A burning candle 
many out of the country because atl««t the straw of his bed on lire which 
£!hJlSt "If ^^^^ " ^''''''^ suffocated him. In this half 

r Vpru«»u'''^ him to Court. 

176) Ausiria (Wons. p tlu- author who tir.st wrote the narra- 

tive says he heard from the victim's 



Digitized by Google 



36 "STAFF AND "SWORD" AND "WEIDMAN" MENNONITE FACTIONS 



own son. His ofTense wa8 "free j 
speech." This Martyrdom of Hans 
Hut is also found in Martyr's Mirror, 
II. 417). 

Isat^Tbe WeMnaB FuiO&m of Hen- 
nonllM. (The Staff Henarattet 
•■d the Swvid MranonitM). 

Brons tells w (p. 424) that in 

Nickelsburg, there was a convention 
in 1529 of teachers. Hoffmior was 
chairman it seems. But there were 
present also Hans Httth« Oswald Vlait, 
Hans Pltmafer, Christian Rothmantel. 
Hans Werner, Strahl Wcidman, Jacob i 
Weidman and others. We see here 
the forbears of Lancaster couut>' 
dtisens. This convention was held 
under protection of Uchensteln, a 
Count of Germany, who had come 
over to the Mennonite doctrine. They 
discussed whether a Christian couid 
go to war, carry weapons, pay war tax 
and similar subjects; but no conclu- 
sion was reached. Huth and Weid 
man wore against it. They differed 
in opinion from I./ichtenstein, who 
thought patriotism made these things 
necessary. Huth was captured be- 
cause he was against Lichtenstein. 
but afterwards a friend helped him 
and let him down on a rope and he es- 
caped. Lichtenstein wanted to bring 
Huth to his way of thinking. 

This debate brought about another 
split and gave rise to two new parties 
or factions of Baiiti.st.'^. One was of 
the belief that weapons could be car- 
ried and that war taxes should be 
paid and the other that It should not 
lie so. Those who split off, on the 
doctrine that Christians should not 
carry weapons, or pay taxes, followed 
Jacob Weidman to the numlier of 
about 200 to the great disgust of 
Count Lichtenstein, the powerful 
friend of the Mennonltes and a be- 



liever In part of their doctrine. Still 

Lichtenstein went with his dtesentsra 
to his boundary line and gave them a 
drinlc and let them go. 

They went to the Count at Aiister- 
litz and begged him to take them and 
help them and he said ho would If 
there were even a thousand of them, 
and he did help them. This party 
was called the "Staff" party or pilgrim 
Baptists or Mennonites and the other 
party the "Sword" party. 

Men of i>()w»'r began to sympathize 
with the Mennonite movement, espec- 
ially about the Wurtenburg In Sooth 
Germany where these events hap- 
pened. 

There was a mldle party also who 

were against war and carrying weap- 
ons and goint; to war but who were 
willing to pay war duties. To this 
latter party belong the Swiss Men- 
nonltes. 

As the Baptists grew, the Catholics 
Church compIain<^d more and more 
and as a result the German emporer 
commanded Lichtenstein and Hoff- 
meier to come to Vienna, the capital 
of the German Elmpire, at that time. 

As soon as Hoffnieier arrived he 
and his wife were captured and taken 
to the Castle Oravansteln and after- 
«ards he gave out a statanent that as 
far as bearing arms was concerned, 
he believed the same as Count Lich- 
tenstein. Later however, he regretted 
yielding so far and said he was guilty 
of not being firm enough in the faith 
and wrote to the Nickelsburg congre- 
gation that he had become too weak 
but that they should hold fast to the 
faith? Soon afterwards the congre- 
gation received the sad news that their 
dear teacher was burned to death and 
that his wife was drowned. But it 
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BeeniB Llchtenttein escaped punish- 
ment 

1S29— Baptbt Bally at Bni4em laOer- 
■laiix* 

Brons telle tie (p. 390) that, the tall 

of this year some preachers came to- 
gether at Emden, most of whom were 
Baptistii. They tried to come to a de- : 
finite view on tbe principal doctrines, 
especially on the Lord's supper. But 
hy this time the Lutheran view of the 
samo had grown very strong. The 
Baptists semed to become more divid- 
ed. They differed much from their 
leaders, Hoffman and others too.They 
said their views were right. They 
were an extreme branch of Baptists 
about Hanover, Germany. 

Meldioir Holhnan haptised 800 
people In 1529 about Ehnden. He was 
a valiant worlier. This was tiie only 
place outside of the Roman Kmpire, 
except the neighboring territory of 
East Freidland in the Duchy of Al- 
brecht in Prussia where the Baptist 
faith could feel any safety. Hoffman 
came thpre and worlterl and baptized 
all these people. Shortly after his ar- 
rival he baptized them in the Ancient 
Church. They did not seem to be 
quite settled. He came to this place 
(Emden or Embden) in August, 1529. 
He had two opponents against him, 
(Brons, pp. 385 and ^86). One spolie 
against Hoffman from the pulpit and 
another preacher Olmsdorf followed 
his example. Also the preacher of 
the Danish Crown prince was against 
him. Hoffman challenged them all to 
meet him In public debate but they 
refused. 

At Keil in Northern Germany on 
th.^ naltio Sea in the Gray Cloister, 
Hoffnii U debated the Lord's Supper, 
April 8. 1529. The whole place was 
filled. After Burgenhagen, by order of 



the King, had made the first speech, 
the Crown Prince and all of the peo- 
ple present fell on their knees to 
pray. Burgenhagen was the great 
theologian of the Crown Prince, 
(Brons» p. 379). 

Six clerks were put on oath to take 
the debate in writing correctly or lose 
I ^helr souls AW tho learned people 
and the aristocrats took seats near the 
Crown Prince, while those disputing 
Arere standing. 

Hoffknan was asked why he called 
all the pT paohers false prophets in his 
books and he said because they all 
preached a wrong view of the Lord's 
supper. And then a long debate fol- 
lowed. Hoffman here alone against 
the learned theologians of Northern 
Germany, opposed the doctrine of 
transubstantiation. This Bungen- 
hagen was a great friend of Luther, 
the same as Melanchthon. This part 
of Denmark was. in those times part 
of Germany, (Brons, p. 381). 

i:»8»— The End of Geonre Plunrorh or 
**Streng Geortre '— .V Mennonlte 

Katlier. 

Miiiler tells us (p. 30; that Blau- 
roch was the best known and best 
loved in 1620 of all the leaders of the 

Mennonite people. Up labored in 
Chur (Switzerland) and could btins? 
the doctrines down to the common 
people's understanding better than 
any other man. He labored in differ- 
ent places in Switserland for the Bap- 
tist faith, and was driven out of Switz- 
erland i-'ebruary 2, 1529. He was a 
reformer of Tyrol also, till August 30. 
1629 and was then burned to death. 
So ended the beloved "Strong George" 
which was his lovable nickname hy 
the people of Tyrol and Switzerland. 
He was a second Paul in the view of 
*hese Baptists or Mennonltea. 
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I0SO — Familliir Lanea«ter CoMBty 

>'ames About Zarieh. 

In 1530. besides Miiller there were 
the following Mennonites about lower 
Switzerland, toward Basel: Balthaaer 
Stall and Hans Rusdiaclier (may be 
now Rlcksecker) tbe tile maker of 
Egllsan, north of Zurich — Gabrlll, the 
brickmaker of Tossriedun. near the 
same place — Casper Killer. Hans 
Nesplsr, Konrad Sewer (Sower), Ja- 
eob Schmidt, Burkhard Henry, Mar- 
garet and Ursula Myers, AppoUonie 
Schnlder and Ann Margaret and JuHa 
Wiener, all of iJfiilach, a few miles al- 
most directly sonth of ESgllsaii — also 
Husterlfs Bub of Oberglatt. a few 
miles south, slightly west of Biilach-- 
Hans Fliimer of Wunlngen, a few 
miles northwest of Zurich — also Jorg 
Stephen. Joder Ann and Bva Uyers 
and Margaret Melcher of Watwill, 
near Keppel, far east of Zurich — Elsie 
Muchli or Oberhasli, a few miles north 
of Zurich — Margaret of Mettenhhasli, 
Adelaide Schwarz (or Black) of Dalli- 
kon. both near Oberhasll — ^Regulaaad 
Verona Kern of Nussbannien. south- 
west of Znrich and Ann I-Mrst of 
Watt, north of Zurich. Working with 
these were foreign Mennonites, 
among than, Henry Spattig of Dottl- 
kon, among the mountains of the 
South; Hans of Horb In Wittenbur^. 
Ct'iinany; Ann Sit tier of Zug and 
several persons named Uerkhald. Of 
these whole families were imprisoned 
— husbands and wives separated and 
the sect In Zurich greatly reduced. 
Dr. Egll also mentions with tho.-<p. 
Hans of John Uruppacher. Thus we 
see that at thia early period there 
were IMng in the Canton of Zurich, 
both in the lowlands north of the 
City of Zurich and in the moun- 
tains to the south, the ancestor fami- 



lies of the Common Lar caster County 
and eastern Pennsylvania names fa* 
miliar today, vis:— Stoll, Ricksedcer, 
Keller, Sowers. Schmidt Burkhard, 
Myers. Schneider. Weiner. Yoder, 
Schwartz, FUrst. Sittler. Burkholder 
and Brubaker. I have set this item 
out at such length because of this 
fact, (Zur., p. 87 and 88). 

1580— Conrad WteUer— Leader ni 
llartfr. 

There was also Conrad 'Winkler of 
Wasserburg. southeast cl Zurich 

among the hills. Dr. Egli (p. 89) 
tells us that Winkler was for several 
years leader of the Anabaptists in the 
lowlands, north of Zurich and came to 
viait them from the mountains of the 
South. He was drowned January 20, 
1530 by the SUte Authorities. 

1580— Sehweakleld, Weridng With 
Heffman. 

Brons tells us fp. ?.^'2) that in Stras- 
burg, Germany, Casper Schwenkfold 
was in close touch with HotYman. 
Both of them asked to be allowed to 
give a public debate on their princi- 
ples. They were accused of being 
heretics and Schwonkfeld in his peti- 
tion asserts he is no heretic nor se- 
ducer and he waata protection. He 
was against the State Church. He 
was the father of the Schwenkfelders 
of t(>(!ny and oC the last nearly four 
centuries. 

1580— Factions Cause Kelkious Ex- 
citement and Fear of **End of 
the World." 

Brons tells us (p. 58) that in 1.'30 
the Diet of Augsburg was opened to 
the Lutherans of Germany. At this 
Diet the Anabaptists or Mennonites 

were particularly, severely condemn- 
ed, because of opposition to infant 
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bapUiDL Under fheae conditioiM the 

common people thought the "world 
was coming to an end" and there were 
all kinds of literature on tbe subject 
Then Hoffman came ont and wrote 
tbat the revelations are being fullllled. 



course. "Pflster** is a name met wltli 

in Lancaster county today. 

The growth was such now, that in 
January, 1530, a general conference 
was held hj delegates from ZoricSr 
Bern, Basil, 8t Oallen and ConstancCr 
and he explained how this was the and they unanimously held that the 
case. Hoffman was leader of thu Taufers or Anabaptists were becom- 
principle faction of the Mennonites, as in^ \ery dangerous and that there was 
we have se«L He attaclced Luther ^ a great Islling off noticed from the 
and said Luther makes himself a new true Christian Church— that Is, the 



God who can save or damn at will and 
that he rails all who do not believe as 

he does "Heretics.' 



Reformed Church. It was decided 
that a report should be made, so that 
at the next meeting they would know 



IMO-Morals of the Anuhaptlst« Com- ^^"^ ^ 8° curbing and break- 

ing up those "erring ones" by com- 



pared With Other li^formers. 

In 1530 Muller (p. 2) Philip of Hes- 
sen wrote, "I find these Baptist peo- 
ple who are called dreamers and here- 
tics are purer than those that are 
Lutherans." This he stated in a let- 
ter dated February IS. 1530 to his sis- 
ter, Elizabeth of Saxony. Capito goes 
further and says that the most of 
these- Anabaptists were In his opfn- 



mon concerted action. 

IStl— HoAnan's Followers Preteiyte 
In Holland. 

Brons tells us (p. ."96) that this 
year thore were nine men proselyting 
to the Anabaptist faith in Belgium 
and Holland. They were taken from 
their beds and put into the Hague 
prison. Thoir main offense was re- 



Ion anything but had-they possessed baptizing those baptized in infancy 



fear of God and Holy Zoal. And he 
considered them, as dear brethren, 
even though he was not wholly one of 
them, but was an Italian, partly pros- 
elyted. 

letO— AiMhaptlst MevenieBt Toward 



llliller tells us (p. 4G) that about 
1.530. when these Anabaptists had 
gained some freedom, they gathered 
in great numbers and moved toward 
Berne from the Zurich tortures. Berne 
began to deplore the fact; for they 
were now giving trouble there. Octo- 
ber 13, 1530, Pflster Meyer comidain"d 
to Baden that the Taufers or Anabap- 
tists were being badly used In the 
new reglmM and they demanded pro- 
tection. But they recrtved none, of 



November 15th, they were beheaded 
In Brussels. Thus it happened these 
ambassadors of Hoffman were exe- 
cuted without accomplishing their de- 
sire. 

ISSl— **Tnafers'' (^o Into Prasslan 

Lands. 

This year saw the beginning of the 
Taufer or Anabaptist movement into 
Prussia, where it was safe for them. 
They began to go into East Frlesland 
also about this time. These parts of 
Germany were asylums also for peo 
pie from all sections, persecuted for 
the sake of their religion, (Brons, p. 
243). 

ISSl— Early Labors of Memo Simon. 

This year a girl from near East 
Frlesland, about 12 years old was m 
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a convent and she heard of people 
being burned at ibe stake on accouat 
ot their religion and it made eu<di an 
impreaaion on lier that ahe secured a 
Latin Bible to get a Clear notion and 
when she t^rew up her vIpws becanie 
known. She was iirouounced a here- 
tic and imprisoned a year. Then other 
nnna interceded for her and the 8n> 
perior allowed her to escape disguis- 
ed as a milk maid and go to Leer. 
Here she found a Mennonite Home 
and die Joined them. Then ahe went 
to Linworden and aaaoclated with a 
Mennonite woman Aamed Hadeln. She 
was tlip widow of a mnn who at thf^ 
beheading of Siche Drerick Schnider, 
heat drum so that his dying speech 
- could not be heard. Thia widow waa 
soon afterwards convinced of the 
correctness of the new faith and was 
one of the first ones baptized by 
Mono Simon, (Brons, p. 109 1. 

1531— MenOttite and Reformed De- 
bate at Kerne. 

In Aprii, 1531, there appeared 'n 
print the report of a debate between 
Pilater Myer and aeveral Reformed 
preachera on the anhject of second 
baptism — oaths — taking part In Gov- 
ernment and other Mennonite articles. 
The report was called, "A Christian 
Dlscusaion Held at Bern, Between 
Pflater Myer and the Reformed 
Preachers. The report states that 
Myer was compelled to disavow some 
of his doctrine. This was the same 
Pflster who waa complained against 
by the Bern authorities as being so 
atrong; (BMUer, p. 48). 

15ll«-Bem Orders Zolothnm to I'un. 
Ish the .AnabaptiMtH, (Mennonite^). 

Bern, which is \v.'St of Zurich, now 
began to feel the iuilueuce of the Men- 



nonites coniiiij^ from Zurich and the 
east where they were driven. Reports 
came ia from the smaller towns, 
and Bern ordered the authoritiea of 
one of them named itolofhurn to pun- 
ish them, or if they were not able, to 
allow the Bern authorities to do so. 
These Mennonites were holding meet- 
ings. It waa feared the new sect 
would get a stronii^hold on the coun- 
try. Zolothurn answered that Ai)ril 
1st, all the Sheriffs were ordered to 
drive them out everywhere; and be- 
aldea it waa forbidden under a penalty 
of 10 pounds fine, for anyone to give 
them shelter. Zolothurn reported that 
if the few leaders can be gotten hold 
of. the movement will ceaae. And thua 
said this town, there is no need that 
Bern authorities ahonld come and help 
(Mailer, p. 32). 

IStl— Death of ZwinglL 

This year too, at the Battle of Kap- 
pel in Switzerland, Zwin^li. the "Re- 
formed" leader, who was also chap- 
lain in the army at Zurich, waa acci- 
dentally killed. He fell a martyr to 
the dangera of war. 

19tl~Th« «^«fer" or <Vea- 

■Mito" Used €ontemplM«aly* 

So odioua and yet so atrong had 

grown the Anabaptist or Wiedcrtau- 
fer or Mennonite cause at this time 
in Switzerland, that whenever an>'Oue 
showed an extraordinary seat in any 
view dliferent from the Lutheran doc- 
trine in Germany, he was called in de- 
rision a "Tauf»'r" or an Arch-Taufer. 
Weitzel In a letter dat«'d ir>:'.l. tells us 
I this. (Miiiler, p. 6). About the same 
I time Hans Ballinger of Zurich, a min- 
ister of the Reformed church, wrote a 
book against the Mennonites calling it 
the "Brazen Fared. Shameless. Wick- 
^ed. Erring and False Teacbiugs of the 
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Self-Sent Anabaptists." A second edi« 
tion was published In 1561, (Mttller. p. 

3). 

IMl— Close of the Befomuitlon in 

Zurich. 

The Battle of Kappel, October 11, 
1331, closed the Reformation in Zu- 
rich, but for the next two years there 
were a great many mandates and or- 
ders directed against Anabaptists, 
(Zur^ p. 80). 

IMS— Henenite Prtgress Absnt 



The Anabaptists (Hennonltes) now 
continued to grow in the Canton of 
Bern. August 17. 1532 the Baliilff of 
Sumiswald about twenty miles north- 
east of the city of Bern, reported that 
these Baptists now continue In their 
activity without letup and the Coun- 
cil went on to say they expected good 
results from the printed reports of the 
debates, in which they felt the Men- 
nonltes could not and did not success- 
fully uphold their side. This little 
book or report the authorities through- 
out the canton or State of Bern, or- 
dered to be read before the congrega- 
tions against the Taufers or Henno- 
nltes. But during all this time the 
council heard continual reports that 
these Taufers or Baptists won their 
case or debate at Sumiswald and the 
people were beginning in great num- 
bers to believe In them and this gave 
Council great uneasiness. In Zofln- 
gen, about ?j'> miles northeast of Bern, 
the Menuouites preached publicly 
without much fear, since they had 
most of the people with them, (Mttl- 
ler, p. 9$) . 

The growth about the rity of Bern 
became so great, that orders were in 
1332 also sent out to the Sheriff of 
Aarburg, a town about three miles 



{northwest of the last named town, to 

check their growth In any way they 
could. So the offlcials began to hunt 
up and arrest them. In Solothurn, a 
large town about 18 miles almost dir- 
ectly north of Bern City, the brother^ 
hood was very strong. Haller wrote 
to Balllnger (an enemv of the Tau- 
fers) that there these Mennonltes had 
the upper hand and they met openly 
and freely. Therefwe Berne sent or- 
ders to them to prevent it or allow 
Berne to do so. Berne complained 
that Solothurn seems to take no in- 
terest in trying to stop their growtli, 

(Miiller. p. 72). 

loSi — Spread of AnahaptlNm in Herne. 

Miiller tells us (p. 72) that after 
1532 the Tafifers (or Mennonltes) 

spread Into and over the state or Can- 
ton of Berne very extensively. And 
in August of that year, orders were 
sent to the Sheriffs of Aarburg, 80 
miles northeast of the city of Berne, 
of Thun, 12 miles southeast of Berne 
—of Unterseen, near the same place 
—of Interlacken about the same 
place — of Hast I six miles northeast 
of Berne and to the Sheriffs of the 
whole Upland — to the Sheriffs of 
Trachseiwald, 10 miles almost dlroct- 
I ly east of Berne, of Signau. also close 
' by — and In January, 153S and in other 
times during the year, to the Sheriffs 
of Zolothurn. Sunmiisvil and other 
places all about Berne, commanding 
i all of them to bring these Anabaptists 
jinto subjection, calling attention to 
the fact that prior orders were not ef- 
fectively carried out 

1582— ExUnction of the Taiifers or 

Analwptlst Mennonltes Abont 

Zurich. 

Dr. EfU In his work says (p. 91) 

that after the battle of K;ipi)el. Oc- 
tober 11. ir»:?1, that the reform move- 
ment in that section closes, although 
the next two years a good many or- 
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d^ri and mandates were Issued. But ' 
a cbange had come, and the state did i 
not prosecute those that were left, so 
hard as before. ' 

He also says that these Taiifers 
were up to this time in three princi- 
pal centers — the Zurich district— the 
Qroeningen district 15 miles south- 
east and in the low country 25 miles 
north of Zurich. And these were large 
centers. But now they became broken 
up into many smaller centers, and 
small Anabaptist meetings were held 
all around, over the whole country. 
There were many small bodies of 
them in the Knonow district, about 20 
miles southwest of Zurich, where the 
movement against them ended In 
1533. These Baptists, it seems. In 
both the parts of this country, got 
new strength— new adherents sprang 
np when the war was ended. But the 
Catholic Church yet was their enemy : 
but they did not fio much of impor- 
tance against them, except cause two 
executions. 

1682— Early BapUst Doctrine in 

Hymns. 

In 1532, Otmar Rote or Roth of St. 
Gallen. composed a fine hymn, which 
is set forth by Rrnns, (p. 173). And 
in this hymn Ww chief elements of 
the Taiifer or Mennonite belief of that 
time is expressed. The sul^tance of 
tills as shown in the hymn Is. that we 
must live true and right, that sin 
brings pain, we must be righteous, 
dean and humble. It declares that 
we must not imitate the worldly ones 
— that we must not talk about evil 
nor become familiar with It — ^we must 
be Just— that no sin will be allowed 
to be unpunished — we must fear God 
— ask for grace early and late and 
not repel by force, but Submit, as the 

Savior taught. 

1^2 — Bohemian AnubaptiHts or Taii* 
iers I'reuch from raieHtlne and 
Egypt to Swltsertaad and 
Weitwnrti 
We are told that the Anabaptists of 



Bohemia and Moravia rejected Infant 
baptism — did not give their ministers 
any salary, but furnished them food 
and provisions — required that they 
should all follow some trade and 
maice their living in that way so as 
not to be paid for teaching Ood*s word. 
These Bohemian Anabaptist or Menno- 
nite preachers, traveled and preached 
throughout Asia, in Falsetlne and 
Bgypt and other places in Africa. 
They also came into Switzerland and 
other places to the West in Europe, 
about 1682, (MlUler, p. 66). 

1688— ItetUSBrs (Meuionites) Spread 
to the Baltie. 
By this date says Brons (p. 246), 
quoting Duke Albrecht, very many 

Anabaptists or Taiifers had reached 
the Baltic region. Their spreading 
had become a very serious matter. 
The Duke did not understand their 
mild nature and he feared the excess- 
es and boisterous conduct of that 
branch of adventurers led l)y Miinzer 
some time before, farther South, who 
were rebellious and warlike and hurt 
the cause, would be repeated. Menno 
Simon in his defense was very care- 
ful to impress upon the rulers the 
fact that he never had any sympathy 
with the Manzerltes. though he was 
accused of it 

Duke Albrecht. therefore, wrote to 
Luther and asked hlni what to do with 
these masses of new religionists who 
I were now rising on the Baltic — these 
|Tafifers or Mennonites. He called 
them a sect of factious and restless 
spirits or sacramentarlans. Luther 
replied that the Duke need not espec- 
ially fear them for all adherents of 
adult baptism are the same. He said 
he was afraid the Lutheran Interests 
would suffer by too many divisions 
among the Reform people They 
should all try to get together he said. 
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aa he still has serious war withCath- 
oliCB. So, said Luther, "There will be 
BO end to dispute and dlacuaslona and 

the best thing is not to irritate these 

people but rather to shun them and 
not inttifcn with them." 

IMS — Uoflfmun'M Wrltin^re Cemfort 
Hollund Taiifers. 
In 1532, Hoffman was again in 
Strasburg and there he continued to 
w?lte. His writings reached Holland 
and were a great comfort to the Taft- 
fers there in the Nftherlands. They 
took heart and hope again. Many of 
them now were fugitives in the Neth- 
erlands and th^ were enconraged to 
know Helcfaolr Hoflman, their leader, 
was still fighting the cause. Holland 
was early through with her persecu- ' 
tions and cooled off sooner than some 
ottier oountrlea. She became an asy- 
lum tor persecuted Mennonltes from 
Germany and Switzerland toward the 
end nf the Ktth century and remained 
so (Brons, p. 396). 

l.*32— Taiifer Debate at Soffingen. 

Miiller tell« us (p. 35) that from 
July 1st to ;nh, 1'>:i2. there was a big 
debate at Sofhngen, Switzerland on re- 
ligious matters, and also the same 
year In St Gallon Canton, Swltserland 
another debate. Twenty-three Tafifer 
or Anabaptist de!)aters met all oppo- 
nents who desired to come. But when 
Jit was found they were getting the 
best of the arguments, they were kept 
closed up In a barn. 

Frosrhanr of Zurich had the pro- 
ceedings printed however, and they 
are very full of interest There were 
many more prominent Anabaptist de- 
bates too; and some of the principal 
Mennonlte or Taiifer or Anabaptist de- 
baters named are Martin Weninger, 
Hans Hock, Simon Lantz, Michael Utt 



(the tailor or Schneider), Christian 
Brugger (Bricker). 

The prominent debaters against the 
Tafifera were HIcahet Haller— Beeh- 
told Haller, Casper Megander, Sebas- 
tian Hoffmelster. George Stehle.Heln- 

rich Llnkey (Lincki), Sutzer of Basil 
and Henry Morider. The discussion 
ended at a session at Aarian, where 
the minutes were revised to print 
them. 

The opponents told the chief debater 
for the Tadfers, Brugger or Bricker 

that he shall dedare whether he will 

confess himself convinced they are 
wrong and secede from them. And he 
declared neither he nor any other of 
them would do so. He was told then 
they must all leave and if they come 
back they would be "peschwimmt" 
that is, swimmed or drowned. He did 
come back and his arrest was ordered, 
and he was likely drowned. 

Id32— Taiifer or Mennonlte Demand 
fer Sepamtlen of Chmreli and State* 

Bmst MOller. (p. 84) states that In 

this year at Sofflngen (Switzerland) 
the Taiifers or Baptists held and sent 
forth the demand that the state must 
not interfere with matters of faith and. 
conscience — that the state has noth- 
ing to do with religion. They set 
forth as the stato had been so cruel to 
them, they never found cause to be 
enthusiastic about the Government 
nor show any patriotism. They stat^ 
ed that their ideas of Justice were- 
Evangelical and come from the scrli>- 
tures. Their views of Justice tliey 
said were according to apostolic 
models rather than those of the stat- 
utes and those enforced by the police^ 
the inquisition, the dungeon, the pal- 
leys and the piles of fagots and fire. 
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Iil9-Tftitart or MenoidtM Wis the 

People, 

When the minutes of the debate of 
1532 got into circulation, there was 
trouble. Finally it was arranged that 
printed reports of It were to be given 
out to the sheriffs and officers. The 
rumor becamp rnrrent that the Ana- 
baptist* had it^otieii the better of the 
ar:;umenb and therefore the govern- 
ment sent out printed copies of the 
debate much modiltod to deny the 
rumors, that the Taflfers had suc- 
ceeded. (Miillor 70). 
1582— Casper SweuUeldt and His Fol- 
lewers. 

Casper Swenkfeldt moved to Stras- 
burg In Germany In 1532 and labored 
for religion In that section. He wrote 
from that place to L/CO Juda, the Ana- 
baptist and to Hoffman that be does 
not longer patronise them and their 
doctrine except to that extent which | 
is consistent with the spirit of Christ, 
according as he interjtreted it. He; 
began therefore bis new faith and ] 
Mct, which also have lived down to j 
our day. He seems however to havej 
had intimate spiritual intercourse 
witli IhilTniau; and to have had a. 
quieting effect on him. They both 
aslLcd the established (Catholic) 
church to have a debate with them. 
Swenkfeldt was accnseil of bein? a 
worse heretic than Hon'man, and thus 
in his petition for a debate he avers 
that be is not a heretic and challenges ' 
all mankind to prove him one. A dis- 
cussion was held by Swenkfeldt and 
Hoffman on .lune 11. la.l.'? jointly 
against the Church of the Statf. which 
fieems to show that even at that date 
Swenkfeldt had not split very far off 
the Mennonite Church and faith. 

Both these champions of non-resist- 
ing Christian religion had a hard^ 



fate. Hoffman was condemned to pri- 
son for life and died there. Swenk- 
feldt did not fare so hard. He was 
orderd out of town. Altbouc^ he 
split from Hoffman's faith, he had 
deep sympathy for him. which he 
showed In his letter to Leo Juda July 
3, 1533. In the same letter he also 
replied to his critics who accuse him 
of denying both Christ and God and 
shows that he is as orthodox as the 
most fervent can be, in that regard 

(Brons 102). 

HolTuiau languished in jail several 
years. In 1634 Swenkfeldt and Martla 
Zell and Casper Medio visited him and 

found him sick In body and In spirit. 
He was badly treated and they asked 
that he be treated more kindly; but it 
seems that aelUier he nor his friends 
made application to get him out of 
Jail. Their requests for kinder treat- 
ment of him were not heeded; and he 
died after being in Jail six years about 
1640, rather than give up or even 
diange his religion one iota (Brons 
405). I speak thus at large Of Hoff- 
man , ))ecau8e his is a oommoh name 

in our own county todav. 

loS^Tbree Hundred A uu baptists lm> 
prisoned In Holland. 
Mflller tells us (p. 169) that a group 
of fugitives, 300 in number besides 

women and children were barricaded 
or imprisoned in a convent near Wit- 
ma rsum, the home of Menno Simon, in 
Priesland, Holland, this year, after 
they had been overwhelmed. Subse- 
quently they were tortured and the 
women drowned, under the cruel edict 
of Charles V of Spain and Emperor of 
Germany, who ruled Holland as well. 

ISSe-Charles T and the Wiastetltet 
—Enemy ofBaptbts.' 

ATQIler tells us f p. l.'f)) that In many 
places and particulars the "reform 
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morement" was nipped In the bud by I connection witb the Catholic church 



tlu' activity of Charles V against It. 
Charles took advantage of any cir- 
cumstiiue he could to condemn these 
people, and especially any ahortoom- 
1ns or Canlt in the movement he was 
ready to turn to its disadvantage. 
Therefore great hurt was brought 
about to the Anabaptists or Taiifers by 
the rebellious followers of John Mat- 
thias and John Bockelsohn of Mflnster. 
These people, called MQnsterltes were 
rebellious, law-breaking and often of 
immoral conduct and practice; and 
tttey tried to make it appear that they 
were genuine Anabaptists and paraded 
In the garb of the same, much to the 
disgust of both the government and 
the relieions forces. Menno Simon 
tried his influence with them, but it 
only resulted in them trying to be- 
smirch bim too. And in his history of 
his life and works, he takes great 
pains to Inform the reader that he 
never belonged to the Miinsterites al- 
though he says he was accused of it. 
They were wild agitators and they 
cruelly persecuted all others who did 
not believe as they did. On their ban- 
ners they carred emblazoned all of the 
warnings and dire threats of the Rev- 
elations (leaner 169). 
litS— A Vvnmbvf Tnuulatfon tf 
tlM Bible. 
This year says Miiller fp. 68) a 
translation of the Bible was made at 
Nuremburg. at a great expense and 
sacriUce by the descendants of the 
Waldenses, which Waldensean doc- 
trine the Anabaptists or Tatifers or 
Mennonites largely carried out and 
continued from early days. The trans- 
latioo was Into Gwrman. 

U86— Henno fllmmi Csmpletely 
Lenret CaaoUdim. 

In 168C Menno Simon severed his 



and changed his care-free life for 
poverty and distress and lived in the 
fear of the I>ord and sought out 
people of like mind to associate with, 
him. By devoting himself to his 
cause, he found peace, says Brona (p. 
65 ) . About a year later saya the same 
author, a body of men who were 
Taiifers called upon him near Wit- 
marsum; his home, and said they 
were disgusted with the different up- 
starts who uesd to lead them and that 
therfore. they had now come to him 
and they pleaded witli him and 
begged him that he should take to 
heart the leaderless condition of the 
Anabaptists or Tsitters and the hard 
lot under which they suffered. They 
complained that the men who assumed 
to lead them were too mystical and 
fantastic and were impracticable 
idealists-^ey called them "Schwilr- 
mors" or rovers — they said these 
leaders were constantly falliiii? into 
fanaticism and reveries and withdrew 
themselves away from people and be- 
came monastic and did them no good. 
Menno'a heart was touched by this, 
says Brons; but he said he doubted 
his ability to meet the educated oppo- 
sition against the Anabaptists and also 
that he was of so shy and modest a 
nature he feared he was not the man 
to lead them. He said he was too 
"blodigkeit" or bashful and did not 
have the "fahigkeiten" or capability 
to do the work. He told them, how- 
ever, to be patient and he would con- 
sider the matter in prayer and if It 
was God's will that he should lead 
them he could no more refuse to 
preach and teach than Paul who 
said. "Woe unto me if I do not preach 
the Oospel.** And says Brons, he de- 
cided it was his duty to lead these 
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people; and from that time on they 
«tood as solid aa a rock in tlie great 
novement of reform, which mm now 
active all oyer Europe like the great 
wakes and tides of the ocean. Then 
numbers gathered around him and 
they were rebaytized. He began now 
to teach fearlewljr and hceent many 
encouraging doctrinal lettem to many 
places to help others. 

The three eventn that made Meiiuo 
Simon the leader of the Holland 
Wiedertaut'ers or Anabaptists were, 
ilret, hie meditations over the execu- 
tion of Sicke Snyder about 1528 be- 
cause he was re-baptlzed— then the 
shutiinj^ up of 300 or more of these 
Baptists ill a prison-convent near 
him, and the deetmetion of them for 
their faith, and finally the request of 
the Anabaptists we have Just men- 
tioned to him, to lead them. 

1636— Combined Aetlon in All SwiU- 
erland AgaluNt Anubuptlsts. 

Miiller, tells us (p. 34) that a meet- 
ing of the officers and political 
powers of the towns of Zurich, Bern, 
Basel, Sehoffhausen, St. Gallen, Mtthl- 
hausen and Biel. all places in Switz- 
erland, was held at Basil In 1536 and 
there they composed and worked out 
a common form of confession. Includ- 
ing several articles against second 
baptism and asainst the Taufers or 
Mennonites, etc. The 24th articles of 
this was that there must be a common 
proceedings or mov^ent against 
second baptism and the Wtedertauf- 
ers and declaring that all who sepa- 
rate from the Holy Church (Catholic) 
must be punished as a duty to God, 
by the high authorities of the Church 
and the State and must be prevented 
from polluting the people and pol* 
soning their minds with their doc- 
trines. Officers were then appointed 



at this convention of the above chief 
cities of Swltezrland. to see that the 
demand of the "Holy Church" was 
carried out 

IfiSS— Ben Heuionites Fleo to Xo- 
ravla and Russia 

Miiller tells us (p. 93) that about 
this time many of the oppressed 
VVeidentaufers of Bern in Switzerland 
moved to Moravia and Russia. There- 
fore the Hennimlte CSmreh in Russia 
Is also very old. They found Moravia, 
he says, a new Jerusalem and a ha- 
ven of peace and rest from their tor- 
ture. There they remained in peace 
a long time. Then calamities arose 
among them there from State and 
Church, but they endured until 1G22, 
when they received a fatal blow, 
which almost exterminated them, 
from Russia. But during nearly all 
this time Moravia was an asylnm un- 
til suddenly in 1022 they received 
there also the "todesstosb" or death 
blow. 

15M— The Berne Xennenltes Ge to 
Help the Freneh Hngnenots. 

In 1636 Harry Frants Nagell (no 
doubt a remote ancestor of the Neg- 
leys of onr county and State) at the 
head of ihe Uerne army of great mass 
of Taiifers at Waadt conquered much 
of the opposition against the sect 
November 29th, he In company with 
a fellow christian named Yost, of 
I)i<'sl)arh were sent as messengers to 
France to speak and plead for the 
Huguenots and their religion. He la- 
bored to have persecution against 
them cease. For these reasons Miil- 
ler speaks of Nageli as a leader of 
and at the head of the Bern Taufers 
or Mennonites at this time. Nagell 
had dllBcultx to make the French 
King understand as Naegli's lan- 
guage could not be understood in 
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France. But he did manage to ex- 
plain to the King the cause of the 
rise and organization of the Taiifers 
or Anabaptist Mennonites and espec- 
ially laid atr««8 upon the point that 
tbe priests and leaders of the Cath- 
olic ehurch had become corrupt in 
early days and also that the subject 
of iufaut baptism also caused the se- 
cession. (MQUer, p. 83). 

US7— Bene B i o witt e— (Lneaster 
CooBtjr nd PemsylraBla Kanes) 

About this time among others the 

ff)lIow5ng people were executed for 
their faith, in and abount Berne. In 
1537 Bernard Walti (now Welly)— 
John Sweltser, Serf HolTer. Ulrich 
Bldisel (now Bixler)— Bartuura WIll- 
her (now Weilor)— Catharine Fried- 
ley, Berna Steli (now Sthely or 
Steley). In 1538 Peter Stecker, Ul- 
rich Hober. Hans Wilier or Weiler, 
Btlsabeth Rupeer orRnpp, Peter Best- 
mil lor, Stephen Ricksecker and Ru- 
dolph Staley. In Lawrence H:i- 
berly, John Shnmacker, Peter l iitrr 
—In 1543 Christian Oberliu, John La- 
ter and Waldi or Waldo Garber. 

Nearly all of these we recognise to 
be fanjlliar Lancaster county and east- 
ern Pennsylvania names of people 
living among us today; and our neigh- 
bors are no doubt relatlTes of these 
ancient roartjrrs for conscience sake. 
This shows again what a large num- 
ber of our southeastern Pennsylvania 
families came from ancestry who 400 
years ago lived in the mountains of 
Switserland, before their later gen- 
"erations moved down the Rhine into 
the Palatinate, (Mflller, p. 78). 

1587— Berne Airaln Demands Solo 
thnm Anabaptists to Be Crushed 
Oat. 

In 1587 najn Mllller (p. 73) mes- 
sengers were again sent from the 



Council of Berne to the authorities of 

Zolothurn and declared that at Et- 
tigen and Lusbligen there are many 
Anabaptists or Mennonites; and that 
if the Zolothnm authorities do not 
kill them according to orders, Berne 
will take a hand in it. Zolothurn was 
a center where the people were 
shown favors and mercy. Those who 
came from Zolothunl to Berne were 
sent back to be disposed ot. In the 
eafly Waldensean times before the 
days of the Reformation the Walden- 
seans had gained a foothold in Zolo- 
thurn and therefore we must remem- 
ber that even in 1737 this foith was 
200 years old them. That Is why they 
had such strength there. There were 
persons high in authority there who 
were Anabaptists or now Mennonites, 
whose ancestors going back several 
generations planted the faith there. 
This Is why the State or Canton au- 
thorities at Berne were so anxious 
about it. Solothiirn or Zolothurn is 
a good sized city nearly equidistant 
between Berne and Basil, being about 
15 miles almost directly north of 
Berne. 

1588— 2few Tortures la Berne and 
BaseL 

Right after the religious discussion 
or debate in Berne which was held In 
1538 the feeling against the Anabait- 
tists or Taiifers reached its high 
water mark. The debate was won by 
these baptists. The authorities now 
knew that all former means to sup- 
press them had failed. .\nd the move- 
ment went on. So henceforth a for- 
cible extermination was decided on 
and there were many executions d 

which there are no public records. If 
they were in prison every means was 
used to make them give up and when 
these failed they were killed* Hie or- 
der was if they do not yield to ordl- 
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nary questioning. "You mutt inter- 
rogate them with a rope." But this 
WES not to include women. It was al- 
so ordered that the property of the 
Baptists who have no children must 
be taken by the State at the death of 
the owner. In August 17, 15.^8 the 
Catholic Bishop of Basel sent out an 
order that'no AnabapUtta were to be 
allowed In his bishopric at all. They 
must leave or be killed. (Maier, p. 
82). 

The ^ame ^'Haldemaa*' Ap- 

pears. 

This year in Eggvil, Switzerland, 
we find the name ' Haldeman" so fa- 
miliar to us and so prominent In Lan- 
caster county and Eastern Pennsyl- 
pania, used the first time. This is 
about 375 years ago. Miiller tells us 
(p. 75) that Thiiring Haldeman was 
ordered this year to "walk the plank" 
or be killed. That Is, he was to go 
on board a vessel and leave or suffer 
death. 

1538— Houstten (or Hochtet(en) and 
Slgnaa Demand Another IteU* 

glom Debato. 
In February and March of 1538 says 
Miiller (p. 7dj a discussiuu on religion 
was demanded by the above towns. 
The attempt was made to prove the 
Old Testament equal to the New. 
This was an argument against the 
Taufers, who largely avoided the Old. 
At this debate Rappenstein and Pfeis- 
ter llyer, the converted Baptists or 
Taufers. who In Sofflngen had done 
good work, were i>rpspnt and pntered 
thf' debate. The rninutrs of (his de- 
cuBsion are still extant in two copies 
in the State Ardilves in Berne. 
Strange Baptists were present also 
and some of them spoke a great deal, 
liichael Utt (the tailor)— llatthias j made for the BaptisU. 



Weiser — n(Mir\- Woiiini?pr of St-hloff- 
hausen. There were Hans Hatz, George 
Trasser of Bavaria. Of these, Welser, 
Trasser and Hats spoke moat From 
the Berne neighborhood, there were 
.Tohn Vo^t, and Hans Luthi who 
spoke. There were also present from 
Eggvil, liornard Vergerter, I'lrich 
Wenenschwander, Bernard Jenruy, 
Christian Salzman — Waldi Oerber of 
Rotherbach— Ulrich and Klaws Rupp 
of Stauffen — Hana Schellenberg, John 
Krabenbuhl (Graybill). FHedli Die- 
boldswiler, all of Signau — Peter 
Schwendiuiann and Felix Shumaker 
of Big Ilochstetten — Casper Kalb or 
Kulp and Andrew Shiudler or Shlndle 
of Thun— Casper Zugg, Frants Ober- 
ly and John Haslibacb— Jos. Heis- 
cher, Ull Fli<dcinger, Chrtotian Brlck- 
er. Jacob Sutter, and Jacob Caspar of 
Aarburg — L'll Hunslcker, Hans Gus- 
per, Michael Zink, Hans Snyder and 
Belt Herman, and others were pres- 
ent Amongst these we find many 
names today familiar in Eastern 
Pennsylvania^ All of which shows us 
where our ancestors lived and moved 
nearly 400 years ago and wlifn^ lh>y 
were oven before Columbus sailed on 
bis voyage of discovery. 

The four presidents who managed 
this debate (Mttller, p. 80) had the 
minutes compiled and reported to the 
Council of Berne and it was ordered 
that four copies be made and the 
same be put in the library. The Men- 
nonites wanted a copy of the minutes 
too but it was refused on the ground 
that it was a report and not a discus- 
sion for the public. This explains how 
those andent bocdm got Into the lib- 
rary where they are today. They 

would not allow extra coplCS tO be 
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1»8— Xennonltes Drifting Into tto 

EmmentbnL 
In ir);?S a conference between Berue 
and the Bishop of Basel at Mviuster 
was held. The Inhabitants of Mflns- 
ter were eubjects of the Blehop of 
Basel and since 1486 they were also 
connected or had certain city rights 
In Munster. Wattenbach and Ferrell 
in Mfinster introduced the Reforma- 
tion here and in the valley of theBm- 
menthal. This Is Important history, 
especially to citizens of Lancaster 
county. lit'Ciuise it was to the valley 
of the Emmeuthal, northeast of Berne 
a short distance, that the persecuted 
Mennonites gathered, from whom and 
from whose descendants, came from 
that place, the first ten or twelve pio- 
neers who reached Amsterdam in 
Ifardi, 1710— London about Hay, re> 
maining to the end of Jane and finally 
reached the Peciuea, now In Lancaster 
county, in October, 1710. 

The result of the conference at 
Miinster was that both Berue and 
Bssel should contrive to wipe out 
"this damned sect" Berne said to the 
Bishop of Basel, "What shall we do 
to wipe them out? The Sheriffs and 
Officers lead such bad lives they can 
not punish anyone." The answer was 
get other sheriffs. Bnt said Basil. "It 
Is your own question to deal with: 
we do not want to Interfere," (MttUer. 
p. 235). 

1M8— Horrs, (Jraafs, Mylins* Landlses 

Md Others Become MeBBsnttea. 

Ezra E. Eby of Berlin. Ont., in his 
book on the Eby family says: The 
Ebys belong to the Celts, an ancient 
Asiatic race. Daring the early ages 
lived in Northern part of Italy and 
were brought from heathendom 
through the Vandois (Waldenes). 



From the Sth to the 11th Century 

these Vandois became numerous. The 

Church of Rome tried to exterminate 

them. In 146S the whole Valley of 

Luzerne was laid' under an interdict. 
In 1487, Innocent th»' XIII began an 

order of exterminatiou against them; 
a large number fled and went to the 
Northern part of Switzerland. They 
finally settled in Bern, Luzeren. Zur- 
ich and Schweyz. Amonp th»< Vandois 

I (Waldenes) who settled in these coun- 

I tries were the "Ebees." These Swiss 
Waldenes when Menno Simon founded 

I the Mennonlte Church in 1538 Joined 
hm. Among those who Joined were 

j the names of Herr, Graaf, .Mylin, 
Shank, Witmer. Landls, Eby and oth- 
ers. Some of these are of Teutonic 
origin which proves the Waldenes had 
accessions from tlmt source, after ar- 
rival in Switzerland. 

1688— Olhrens Gielsiiger Hestroysd. 

GTelFiiisf^r is a common Eastern 
Penns\ 1\ ani.i nanu'. numerous in 
Lancaster county. Thus I give this 
item on his sufferings and death. The 
Martyrs' Mirror, page 482, tells us 
that, in 1538, a Oreisinger resident of 
Tyrol in Austria of the same stock as 

the Swiss and Germans, after being 
sought In mountain and valley was 
caught, after a large reward was of- 
fered for hini. Ilf was a preacher 
aniont; the Taiifers and kept many of 
them encouraged to hold on. They 
tried to make him recant but he de- 
clared he would "endure all pain unto 
death." 

Then they drew him up by a rn]>e 
about his neck, but quickly let him 
down and threatened hm saying he 
would be torn limb from limb. He 
said. "I am in your hands." Bight 
days later they drew him uii again 
and let him down but he would not 
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recant Eight days later they threat- 
ened him again but did nothing. Then 
he was sentenced to death and placed 
In the fire wad burned to ashes, on 
Halloween, 1688. 

1618— HtehMl WeMouu^ Merlags 



Tbe tame book telit ua, pace 483, 
that, "About this ttme alio Brother 

Michael Weidman or Beck was appre- 
hended at Rlcten, in Allegau, togeth- 
er with some other persons, which 
Others persons, however were jMnt 
home, while this brother was put In 
prison for the faith. Many things 
were resorted to with him. and he was 
admonished to renounce, but be had a 
good assurance of his faith In Christ, 
and ssid: "When I was living with the 
world in all unrighteousness, in sins 
and wickedness, no one admonished 
me to renounce, hut I was consider^'d 
a good Christian before the world." 
After being imprisoned almost half a 
year, he was beheaded and burned. 
Here we find another old German or 
Swiss martyr of nearly four centuries 
ago, whose surname is common here 
In Lancaster county today. 

1588— Caspar Schumacher's Sufferinitrs. 

In the same book the sufferings of 
another remote ancestor of a large 
Lancaster county and Eastern Penn- 
sylvania family of today are given,, 
pase A?,?,, as follows: "In the year 
153S, the brethren Martin of Vilgraten. 
and Caspar 8<dtamacher. were both 
apprehended for the divine truth, at 
Michelsberg, in Priestertbal. and af- 
ter steadfastness, sentenced to death, 
and executed with the sword, thus 
manfully persevering in the fUth un- 
to the end. They were of good ^eer 
in their bonds and tribulation and 
held fast to the love of God, from 



which they could not be separated 
through tribulation, fear, persecution* 
hunger, nakedness, or danger. 

1588 — Our Mennonite Ancestors Suf- 

fered Also Under English Decrees. 

In the Martyrs' Mirror, page 434, it 
is stated: "After manifold tyranny, 
persecution and putting to death,'* 
writes P. J. Twisck, "in various coun- 
tries and kingdoms, against the Chris- 
tian flock, also in England, a decree 
was proclaimed Deceinhor, to the or- 
dianance of Christ. By virtue of the 
same, they, right in the face of cold 
winter, were banished firom the coun- 
try, and had to flee whlthersover they 
could. Thus it came, that some of 
them fled for refuge to Holland, and 
having come to Delft, they were there 
spied out by their enemies, and fell 
info the hands of the tyrants; and, 
after manifold trials, and steadfast- 
ness in their faith, they were sen- 
tenced to death for the truth, at said 

place, and, on the 7th of January, A. 

n ^'>Z9, put to death. Sixteen men 
wfM'e Ixiicrided with the swofd, and 

fifteen wonien drowned. 

1539 — Hauser Monnonites in Stalner* 
brunn, Austria. 
A part of the Hiuser Baptist who 
went under Brother Hiuser to Hun- 
gary were named accordingly Hauser 
Baptists or Mennonites. They were 
understood to make great and strong 
profession. Some of them later went 
to Prussia. A little party who came 
from Stainerbrunn, Austria, lived un- 
molested there until 1639. But when 
they had prown to be a numerous con- 
gregation, then the Catholic Priests in- 
formed the King and they had officers 
with armed men and on horseback 
sent against them. Deccniher fi, 1,">:19 
some of the officers appeared before 
the houses of the brethren and took 
every one of the male members prls- 
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oners. The Catholic mob robbed what- 
ever they could. The main purpose of 
tbe expedition was to get the treas- 
ures of these people. The overseer of 
the congregation of Austerliz was 
taken prisoner; and be with all the 
others were taken to the CaaUe of 
Palkeiistein. This happened near 
Stainerbrunn in Austria as we have 
said. They toolc 150 prlosnen and 
among them were some who had not 
been as yet baptized or taken up into 
the congregation, (Brons, p. 431). 

ldS9 — Tiiufcrs or MennonIt4's Burled 

Paupers In Potter's Fields. 

It was decided in 1539 in Berne that 
the Baptists ex-oommanicated from 
the Catholic chnrch riionld not be 
burled on holy grotind. Tho theory 
of the church was that whoever in 
his life time was not in the chiirdi. 
could not be buried in holy ground. 
According to an order of 15.^9. they 
were not allow to be buried in any of 
the cemeteries, and this decree was In 
force nnUl 1695. (MUller. p. 862). 

Onr Mensnite Aaeesttrs as 
0Altoy SIatm. 

In the early times the maritime 

nations had to have slaves in (hoir 
galleys to propel them before steam 
engines were invented; and scores of 
strong men were captured constantly 
and chained to the oars of these war 
vessels. They used to take all con- 
victs and people whose lives were of 
no account and make them propel tlie 
galleys. Some of the Swiss cantons 
sgreed with the Republic of Venice 
and with Italy and France by treaties 
to stiiu'ly them with slaves for the 
galleys. So they took these Menno- 
nites and sent them. This saved 
Switzerland the trouble and expense 
of their prisoners and the sea coun- 
tries were glad to get them. Venice 
had great wars with Turkey and need- 
ed them. Her ambassadors requested 
Swiss galley slaves and this made the 



Swiss officers very active to do this 
for them, particularly because it 
would rid the country of these Bap- 
tists. The Swiss got their idea from 
France. In this way France treated the 
Huguenots. Berne furnished many 
Mennonltea for the galleys; it was de- 
cided that only these birr mountain 
Baptists were fit to go to Jie galleys. 
As early as 1540 there were 90 of these 
Mennonites bound to King I^-rdlnaiid 
of Austria and taken to Trieste to be 
sent to Venice. They escaped from 
the Tower of Trieste but 20 were re- 
arrested and sent on. This began as 
early as 1540. And as late as 1613 
Hans Landis. and Oalll Fnchs and 
Stephen Zehnder or Zelnier were sent 
to the galleys by Zuricli but they 
escaped. Zurich tried to spread the 
galley punishment to Basel and other 
places; but it was condemned as too 
severe and went out of use, (Miiller. 
p. 215). 

1540— TXnfers or Mennonites In the 
Frtaelpidltjr sf BaseL 

The Tiufers or Baptists now called 

Mennonites, had for some time been 
settling around the P^mnienthal. 
which is in Switzerland, northeast of 
Berne. They became numerous there 
spread fliroughout the Valley. 
They were very successful farmers 
and were the leaders In that region 
in agriculture and stock raising. But 
in the Canton of Zolothurn they found 
, refuge tirst and then moved to the 
I Jura In the Bmmenthal. Some came 
to the section north of Blel and 
settled in the valley of the Monto. 
Some went to the great Miinsterberg, 
the entrance to the Jura and then 
went west. About 100 years later they 
went to Neuberg. Many of them 
came from Bucheg^berg. Among the 
first of the emigrants that came from 
Bucheggberg we find the family of 
Uerber and Neusbaum and Tanner. 
This happened between 1540 and 1570. 
But the first Baptists in Jura on the 
Emmenthal were not from the neigh- 



Digitized by Google 



52 



MORAVIAN MENNONTPBS— TAEUFBRS USB GUNS 



borhood of Rome but came from the 
north regions, in the neighborhood of 
Staasb, from where they were chased. 
There were about 4000 of them as 
early as 1535, (Muller. p. 235). 

Of these on the 4th of June, the 
Berne authorities wrote to the Cathf) 
lie Bishop that it must be known to 
him what trouble these people are 
making and that fhey must be pun- 
ished. That he should punish them — 
these Taufers. It was also stated 
that the treaty with the Mtlnsterltes 
would be renewed as they were ene- 
mies of the true Taufers. The Bishop 
promised that he would punish and , 
exterminate them. Then the asree- 1 
nient was made that the .Munstorit«>s 
should help to get rid of the Taufers. 
The Berne Reformed authorities and I 
the Catholic anttioritles were willing 
to worlt together now to put the 
Taufers or Menuoultes out of the way, 
(Mfiller, p. 236). 

riie authorities of Thun, Switzer- 
land, some distance from Berne, sent 
word that they are chasing these 
Tiufers day and night and that they 
had the Sheriff of Signau ftO help 
thini, (Mullor, p. 82). 

IMO— 3rennonites In ^ForaTla. 

There were congregations of Swiss 
brethren In Popits and mhren; and 

three brethren from congregations of 
Tliessa'onica appeared in these Mora- 
vian towns, hunting for other brethren 
of whom they learned. They received 
Information in different parts of Mo- 
ravia in 1540 stating that these 
brethren had been taken by the Turks 
and sold as slaves. They did not find 
the brethren of their same faith there 
but they found these Swiss brethren 
who had emigrated there. One was 
Hans Pech. They could not speak to 
him In Latin. They also learned that 
Hans Ftthrman and twelve others had 
been nine years in prison at Passau in 
Bavaria, (Muller, p. 101). The name 
Fiihrnian is familiar In Lancaster 
county and other sections of Eastern 



Pennsylvania and we call attention to 
it to show the close relation between 
Southeastern Pennsylvania and these 
ancient lands. 

1«40— .More Aliout Hoffman. 

Brons in his book, (p. 405) states 
some of the hardships of Melchoir 
Hoffman, of whom we have studied 
before. He says that Hoffman was a 
good man and Uiat he had written 
several religious works, some of which 
he dedicated to his Christian brethren 
in the Netherlands. He refers to a 
Martin Butzer. Butzer was against 
Hoffman. Their difference seemed to 
be on the subject of infant baptism, 
liittzf-r in a tract, after discussing 
iiuttuian, says, "Now you can see how 
Hoffman is in the bonds of Satan." It 
seems that both these men were of 
the Baptist or Mennonite faith but 
that Butzer told many untruths about 
HoAnaa. Hoffman was one of the 
greatest powers the early church had. 
He died in |irisnn in ir)40. 

lo4i — Taui'erH or AnalmpUst» Defend 

With (juns. 

An extract from a writing dated De- 
cember 20» 1541. cited by MQller (p. 

*^;?) requests that consideration shall 
1 be shown to the Taufers who are 
I bachsliders. It seems some of them 
j finding mild methods did not avail, de- 
fended themselves with guns and sent 
word that if the Sheriff of Interlacken 
I was coming with force against them, 
they would meet him with force, as 
they had guns. Miiller also states 
that in Stettler's Chronology under 
the date of 1645, it was stated that 
In 1541 the T^aptists should have sep- 
arate burial because in life they sep- 
arated themselves from other Christ* 
lans. Nagely, one of these Baptists* 
had travelled to France and he learn- 
ed a great deal there. When he came 
back in November. 1541, he spoke In 
a manner to which the people were 
not accustomed, that is in Latin. He 
1 said the reason of the growth of the 
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nufer sect was the low morals of the 

different rplif?iniiH bfxllos. Those who 
had resisted the goverument and were 
then overcome were garrotted; but 
as others promised to be good citizens 

they were left go. 

Ia41— ThiiriDg Haldenum's Brarerr. 

In this year there was a mandate 
condemuing many Anabaptists to 
death btit Thflrman Haldeman refused 

to submit. He was one of the spokes- 
men and teachers of the people and 
the most disobedient to the govern- 
ment. He was erratic and was ordered 
beheaded. They told him that if he 
would publicly swear an oath that he 
would obey the order, he would be 
left off. We can not find what hap- 
pened. In this and the preceding 
articles we find again familiar Lan- 
caster county and Eastern Pennsylva- 
nia names, those of Butser, Nagley, 
Haldeman, and Stettler. 

l&il — Meano SinionN Boldness- »an«} 

Labors. 

About this time the persecution 
agair'^t Menno Simon became aente. 
J^M edict against him personally was 
passed in which all people are for- 
bidden under loss of life to hand him 
anything or read anything that he 
wrote. A reward of 100 guilders or 
florins for his capture was offered. In 
addition be had trouble with a false 
brother In faith, who gave his perse- 
cutors track of him Put he escaped 
to the town of Groeningen, a safe 
place. This was a privileged town 
under Charles V and later under his 
son. The son was friendly to th'' 
quiet Baptists. For this reason the 
Catholic monks accused the Emperor's 
son of being faithless to the church. 
The Bishop of Utrecht was also toler 
ant. In spite of this .Vlenno Simon, 
as the most prominent of his brethren, 
was not safe — his life was in hourly 
Jeopardy. This curtailed his activity 
in the Netherlands very much but he 
did not leave; but he did go to Bmb- 



den. From there to East Frlesland. 

Several of his faith had escaped and 
gathered into a congregation. Countess 
Anne was ruler of East Frlesland and 

she and her people about this time 
went over to the Protestant faith and 
they gave Menno Simon's people a 
haven of rest, (Brons, p. 70). 

1541— TemneUi^FirBt Genuui Col- 
our In Aaerlca. 

In the year 1541 there was as ad- 
venturous journey from Germany and 
Switzerland to America. An active 
traffic for years existed between Ger^ 

many and Spain, and it happened al- 
so that, frequently, German soldiers 
were in Spain. The adventurous spirit 
of the Spaniards began to fill the Ger- 
mans. Some of them, bearing the 
stories of Spanish discoveries in 
America also set out and arrived at 
Venesueia, in 1641, which was the 
/irst German settlement in America. 
•As they approached they saw an In- 
dian village on an island or on sev- 
eral islands near the coast and they 
exclaimed "Venezuela" which means 
Little Venice and so the mainland was 
named Venesuela. A ridi banker in 
AuG:sburg in Bavaria had loaned 
Charles V of Spain twelve "tons" of 
gold and the repayment of this sum 
was a hard task for the Enip»'i "' The 
banker Weltzer in lieu asked for Ven- 
ezuela and received it. Thus the coun- 
try of Venesuela was originally a pro- 
prietary province owned by a German 
banker but under Spanish law. This 
country Americus Vespuclus discov- 
ered and in this way Spain became 
entitled to the Government thereof in 
149?. 

When Charles V began his a^tta- 

tions and persecutions against Luther, 
a lot of German followers of Luther 
sailed to Venezuela, and began gold 
hunting. In 1526 the first settlment 
took place. This Weltzer Banking 
and Merchant firm as owners of Ven- 
e-fuela became more powerful than 
the Castilian Idngs. While It was a 
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hard mfttter for the Spanish govern- 
m«llt to furnish three small ships fur 
discovery, the Weltzers in a short 
time built three good sized ooes them- 
selyes and In 1626 set sail with Am* 
brose Olflnpfr from Ulm in Witten- 
burg in command. They quiclily built 
a city and a fort and began trade with 
South America. Later when their 
trade had prown, the Weltzers sent 
500 German soldiers to Venezuela, but 
they becsme a pest and brought about 
all manner of mischief and lost their 
lives, (Loher, p. 15). 

1642— A Belie of Taufer or Menaoalte 

Persecution. 

Mullcr tells us, (p. 251). that there 
is an old folio of the New Testament 
or rather a oomentary on the New 
Testament by Christian Froschauer 
In Zurich; and that a considerable 
part of this book Is perforated with a 
bullet, a memento of the times when 
Baptists or Taufer were being hunletf 
down for their lives. This book is in* 
Bion above Lachsfelden. These places 

are in one of the principalities of 

Basel, 

1»42 — Cleaes Melia!» and lians Uaber 

Destroyed. 

In the Martyrs Mirror (pp. 448 and 
449) an account is given of the death 

of two Taufer of the same name as 
many in modern eastern Peunsyl 
vania. One is Dutch— Meliss, — which 
may be the Dutch form of Meilej. The 
Papists killed him and several com- 
panions in Holland in 1542. 

The same year Hans Huber (a dis- 
tinct Lancaster County name) also 
called Shuniaker was imprisoned at 
Waserburg in iiavariu. lie was burned 
to death. 

164S— Cbrbtiaii Oberlto and Waldo 
Qarber Exeeated. 

This year according to Mdller (p. 
78) the above mentioned persons, both 
bearing well known Lancaster County 
and eaatem Pennsylvania names were 



executed In Berne, on the 17th of 

September. Also Joim Anken with 
them. This gives, new evidence of 
how large a number of our ancestors 
lived In and about Berne. 

1541 A Kew Docfee Against M«um» 

Simon ud tlM MewMBltes. 

The Mirror (p. 449) dting an an- 
cient Dutch work says that this year 
a dreadful decree was proclaimed 
throughout West Friesland where 
Henno Simon was taking refuge. By 
Its terms all malefactors and murder- 
ers were promised pardon for their 
crimes, the favor of the Emperor and 
100 Carl guilders if they would deliver 
Menno Simon into the hands of the 
tormentors and executioners. This 
shows the extr^e wickedness of the 
west Friesian Regents It made mur- 
derers superior to the devout Chris- 
tians. 

l64t-4Mrk Pfelltp*k Tiofer Wiltiags. 

t "Ajs year Dirk Philips, who had 

written a book or manuel of the 
Christian doctrine (and which later 
ran into five editions) had it trans- 
lated into French. He also issued a 

work on Christian marriage, which 

was highly praised, (Brons, p. 74). 

1^43 — Jlenno Simon's lieamlag and 
Debating Ability. 

Brons tells us, at the same page 
that Menno Simon was a consummate 

Latin student, In 1543, and both wrote 
and spoke I^tin; and that as to his 
knowledge of the Bible, none of his 
opponents could surpass him. He 
was therefore, in the latter part of 
1543 requested to enter into a debate 
or religious discussion at Embden 
with several leaders of the Catholic 
Church at Francis Convent. It lasted 
three or four days. Menno spoke for 
the Tftufer or Mennonites; and his 
chief opponent was a man named A'- 
Lasco. They discussed the two na- 
tures within us — Christian baptism — 
original sin— ordination of prsach«ra 



Digitized by Google 



THE NAME "MENNISTS"— MENNO S KNOWLEDGE 



55 



— sanctlfication, etc. Both sides 
claimed victory. And then Menno 
promised at a future date he would 
prove his aide so that no one would 
doubt He then withdrew to a quiet 
place and went to work and there 
compoaed aeveral treatises. 

1M4— Meanonite Leaden Prtot Maay 



This year as we are told ill the 
Mirror (p. 454) John Claess was con- 
demned to death in Amsterdam, for 
the crime as the clerk read it, '*That 
he had caused to be printed at Ant- 
werp, six hundred boolis which he 
had concluded with Meuoo Simuu and 
scattered ahroad in this couQtry con- 
taining strange opinions and sectar- 
ranisms; and had kept school and 
held meetJnsB to introduce errors 
among the people which is contrary 
to the decree of our Kraperor, and 
our mother the holy church". 

The same year certain Anabaptists 
in Germany printed over fifteen htin- 
dred religious books and that 
throughout Germany the sect in- 
creased greatly (MOIler, p. 83). 

Meiao 8imra*b FoUeweri First 
Galled KeaBonltes er <*HennUits." 

This year says Miiller (p. IBOt the 
name "Mennonites" was first applied 
to the followers of Menno Simon. Mr. 
Smith In his new book says the name 
was first used by Countess Ann of 
East Frieslaud. Though the Menno- 
nites had to suffer, this did not retard 
thf'ir tirowth. About this time there 
was a discussion of several days be- 
tween the Netherland Mennonites and 
the other Baptists. This and other 
causes brought Charles V to begin a 
counter reformation against the 
Catholic Church. This Ught, which 
he as Emperor had against the Catho- 
lics, made times easier for the Men- 
mmites. 

lfi44^MeMo ^Umm^ Bzegeses at 
Emieib 

In 1544 Menno Simon wrote "A Brief 



and Clear Confession and Scriptural 
Demoustraiiou on the Incarnation and 
Teachings of Christ to John Aljasco 
and his Fellow Laborers at E!mdeiL 
(See Menno's Works part 2 p. 325 to 
350). This was written in Baat Fries- 
land in Holland. In this he refers to 
his debate with them at Emden in 
1543. Those to whom he wrote this 
were his opponents. He discusses 
the use of the sword and says only 
spiritual weapons are allowable. He 
then takes up a learued discussion of 
the Incarnation. He says he wandered 
about for days without food, ponder- 
ing and praying over this subject 
He then answers die objections. 

The second part of this treatise is 
an admonition to A'Lasco, Arch- 
Bishop at Emden, East Frieslaud and 
to his brethren <m how preachers, 
•'should be minded". He rebukes them 
as wordly — as sellers of the Word of 
Gud — they are blamable in doctrine- 
buried in "filthy lucre" — ^produce no 
fruit of the sjjirit — have no fear of 
God — no brotherly love — and finally 
he says they are not the true mes- 
sengers of God. Therefore he says he 
cannot hear nor attend their preach- 
ing or partake of their supper. Then 
he follows up and tells the Catholic 
Arch-Bishop what ails their Church, 

etc. 

im — .Mennonites Wander Along 

Northern Coasts. 

From 1545 and during the uext 5 
years the Mennonites everywhere had 

sreat difficulty to form congregations. 
They were now chased and harassed. 
They scattered through Danzig, Elb- 
ing, KSnegsberg, along the northern 
coasts and the Weichsel river. There- 
fore, they only gathered in small 
bodies of 2 or 8 and met in private 
houses for worshij) — sometimes in 
barns. Their plan at meeting was a 
preacher behind a small table and on 
each side of him the deacons and In 
front the members, women on one 
side and men on the other on bench* 
es, (Brons, p. 248). 
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1546— Menno Simon and Ills People 

Flee to Baltic Coast and Finland. 

Menuo Simon this year found a 
haven of rest In Cologne In Prussia. 

Under elector Hornian of Wied, all 
Mennonites were given refuge in the 
principality until the Elector waa de- 
feated by the Arch bishop under 
Charles Vs. Counter Reformation. 
(Miiller, 160.) But after these events 
Menno and his siek wife had to flee 
to the Baltic Coa.st and were overcome 
In and around Colore by the new 
Catholic forces: and the Elector was 
deposed by the Catholic Archbishop. 
This was a blow for the new teach- 
ing. Strict Popery held sway again. 
Menno in his wanderings on the Bal- 
tic came to Ldefland where he found 
many of his faith and he formed a 
congregation there and baptized 
many and administered the sacra- 
ments. This was in the region of 
Finland and says Brons (p. 77) fruits 
of Meunos work there 370 years ago 
are still seen in the form of a large 
Mennonite Settlement in territory, 
where he had labored so long ago. 
The followers of that faith have 
existed there flrom that time to the 
prespiif. 

The next year Menno Siman was in 
Wismar (1547) and a theological doc- 
tor opposed him with great animosity 
- — and said he would rather have a 
hatful of Meunos blood than a hatful 
of gold. This theologian Smedlstedt, 
by name, also induced the authorities 
to compel the Baptists to get out of 
the country, (Brons, p. 77). 

li4G— lyoeal Hardships Of, and Pre- 
judice against .Menno Simon. 

In his complete work (p. 8) pub- 
lished in Elkhart by Funk In 1871. 

Menno Simon relates that in 1546, at 
a place in Holland where it was 
boasted the Evangelical Christians or 

Baptists predominated, four dwellings 
were confiscated booausp the owner 
had rented one of them for a short , 



time to his (Menno's) sick wife and 
children. This severe persecution 

compelled him to move to a place be- 
tween Hamburg and Lnheck, where 
there was formely a large forest, 
owned by a German who though ernel 
otherwise was much inclined toward 
the Holland martyrs. This he did in 
deflance of tiie Ring. After Mnmo 
settled there exiles from all sides 
came there too and shortly there waa 
a large colony of them. 

Idl6— Leonard Schneider and Birk 

Peters Executed. 

This year these persons bearing 
eastern Pennsylvania and Lancaster 
Cotinty names were executed for their 
faith, the former in Vienna and the 
latter in Annterdam. Feten we have 
frequently referred to. 

1M7— The Diet of Aagalnurf. 

This year says Brons (p. 88) it was 
lucky for the Protestants that when 
Charles V was successful over them 
all. he at the same time had serious 
difflcultles with the Catholic Church. 
We remember be, though a Catholic, 
undertook to regenerate it To re- 
conrile the difference of views he 
called the Diet of Augsburg Septem- 
ber 1, 1547. Over the deliberatious of 
the DM he had two Catholics snd one 
Protestant theoloc:ians as moderators 
and they got a creed framed up; but 
the Protestant was out>voted by the 

Catholic. 

Ie47— Lntheran Hatred •! Meuis 

Simon. 

This year says Brons. fp. 77) a 
Lutheran Minister named Vincentius 
appeard to Wismar and preached so 
vehemently against Menno that he 
was smitten by a stroke of apoplexy. 
But Menno was not much disturbed 
by it.' He kept a steady home there. 

1«47— Menno Simon Tries ts Consoli- 
date Reform MoTement 

In 1547 Menno Simon went to Emb- 
den to have a talk with the elders and 
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blshopB of the Baptists— Obbe and 
. Dirk Philips, Gilliu« of Achen, Henry 
of Vrenen. Antonhis of Colore and 
others. In the meeting there were 
two present named Adam Pastor and 
Franz Cuyper, whose divergent views 
disheartened Menno very much. 
(Brons, p. 77). 

I*w0— Menno Simon Defines Separa- 
tion from the World. 

In 1550 Menno Simon wrote a dis- 
cussion in the form of "Questions and 
Answers" on doetrine. He concludes 
that the regenerated must be separate 
from others— or the world. And that 
those who disobey this are to be ban- 
ned, and that this extends to mem- 
bers of the same family. Dealing 
with the banned should only he such 
«8 necessity requires, he declares. He 
then sets out who are the banned, ac- 
cording to Galatlons, Corinthians, 
Ephesians, etc. What Menno advises 
here Is more nearly the "Reformed" 
Mennonite doctrine than the "Old". 
Its .strict practice today would cause 
much cousternation, (Menno's Works, 
part 2, pp. 276-8). 

Inqnisltlon ReTlved In Holland 
uud Belgium. 

About this time the Romish clerg>- 
became more bitter in Holland 
Against Mennonltes and all evangeli- 
cals. They caused the Emperor to 
revive the Inquisition there. Old au- 
thors cited In the Mirror say that, 
though many persecutions were con- 
stantly inflicted in Holland earlier, 
yet in 1550 the hatred and ill will of 
the people increased to a dreadful de- i 
gree and caused Emperor Charles V 
at nnissels. April 29th. to revive an 
Inquisition by the church whose de- 
crees of death the government car- . 
Tied out. The decree was somewhat | 
modified later, hut not before many 
had fled to Brabant and Flanders,! 
(Mirror, p. 483). 



1.m1— Johu Hair, of Mchtenf(>l}>, Died 

Here we have another familiar 
Eastern Pennsylvania or Lancaster 

County name. The Bair or Barr fam- 
ily is very numerous, there being in 
Lancaster City, according to the Di- 
rectory of 1910. by count 103 Bslrand 
Barr heads of families and self sup- 
porting adults and In the county by 
1910 directory 140 of them. 

The Mirror tells us (p. 485) that 
the above John Bair was imprisoned 
23 years In a tower at Bamberg in 
Pranconla on account of his faith, 
that Is from 152S to 1551 when he 
died. In 1518 he wrote a letter as he 
states In a dark dungeon at Bamberg. 
He states that he has received six 
pens, writing tablets, accounts of 
the doctrine f reli^^ious tracts) but a 
Bible he has not yet received. And 
this after 20 years* Imprisonment In 
the letter he pitiably begs for release 
without being compelled to change 
his belief. But ft was not to be ; and 
he died three years later. Franoonia 
was an old dutchy, now the grand 
duchies of Baden and Hesse and 
Kingdoms of Saxony and Bavarla,Oer- 
maay. (Webster's Diet Ctes.). 

Memao SIbob Writes His People*^ 
CoBiplalnts. 

This year Menno Simon wrote 
what he called the "Complaint or 
Apolo?y of the Despised Christians 
and E.xiled Strangers, to All the 
Theologians and Preachers of the 
German Nations, Concerning the Bit- 
ter Falsehoods. Slanders and Abuses, 
with which they Burden these suffer- 
ing Christians". In this hr laments 
(1) the falsehood of the accusations 
(3) that the accusations are of capital 
crimes— (,'?) the accusations are 
against nature and reason nnd (4) the 
accusations are out of accord with the 
spirit of Christ and are animated by 
hate. etc. Finally he Invites all to 
come together In a friendly discus- 
sion. (Menno's Works, Part 2, p. 115). 
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l9&2— Xenno Sfmon's Beplj to Gel- 

lius Faber. 

This year Menno wrote bis reply to 
ffftber. The reply really a book of 

115 pages. (See Part 2. pp. 1 to 115. 
Men no's Works). He says that Gel- 
iiuB iu a publication slandered the 
Chrtotlans and attempted to receive 
them. Ho then takee up eadi poat- 
tion of Faber. 

.Menno Writen an Kxplanatlon 
of the Mennonite Doctrine. 

In the same work last cited, part 2, . 
from pp. 269 to 276, Menno Sfmon j 
this year wrote his "Fundamental and 
Clear Confessions of the Poor and 
Distressed Christians Concerning J us- 
tifleatlon. The Preachera, BapUam, 
The Lord's Supper and the Swearlni^ 
of Oaths, On account of which we are 
ao much Hated. Slandered and Belied 
Foanded the Word of Ood". 

Iu this worlc he takes up each of 
last named subjects in an exi>osl- 
tinn based on the Bible axplainu t'lcm. 
He shows strong power of dlacoaalou 
In the paper. 

Two years later Meuuo wrote a 
treatise on the cansea and facta of 
his conversion. (See His Works, p. 1). 
In 1555 Menno also wrote a series of 
letters, found in the same book, pp. 
277-S8. 

IMS-^Qreat Rellglois CraTentlaB at 
8tiia1nurg>, Oeraiaiy 

Brona telle us (p. 52) that this year 

a great meetlne: of Menonltrs and 
Evangelicals generally was held. 
Some of the delegates traveled 150 
miles. One delegate was present in 
whose house Michael Sattler 30 years 
before made an agreement on re- 
ligions eubjeeta. Battler was then an 
activo Anabaptist tcaflirr. Another 
delegate was present who stated that 
he had been on the rack eleven 
tlmea, but escaped. But he reported 
that many of his »)rpthren diod. There 
were 50 delegates here, made up of 



elders and teachers, representing 600 
members of different congregations. 
Many were Swiss. Some deicea- 
dants of the old Waldenaeana were 

here too. 

l.H>.i — Edict Inspired hy Lutherans. 

This year says Brous (p. 86) anew 
edict In Oermany, not only agalnat 

Mennonites but against all Reformed 
bodies was promulgated. It seems 
the edict was iaaued by the Lutherami 

or at least the Lutherans of alz large 
towns advocated It: and the govem- 
ment followed their suggestion. 

la'M — Mennonite Strength and Synod 
at Strasbunr, Germany. 

In his chapter on Taiiifers in Switz- 
erland, the Palatinate and adjoining 

countries, Mflller says nniior thp date 
of 1555, that the Swiss through perse- 
cution were driven over the north 
boundary of that country and found 
asylum with their brethren In the 
Palatiuate. He says at the beginning 
of the Reformation, the Mennonltea 
then known as Baiitists or Anabap- 
tists were of nearly the same nu- 
merical strength as the Reformed. 
They were both living in and about 
Strashnrg as early as 1.'26, when 
ttie Baptist leader Reublin appeared 
in Strasburg. Hoffman also helped 
them there, and through him the 
Baptists gained an equal foothold 
there in spite of persecution. In 1555 
In Strasburg, Germany, took place the 
first important general synod of the 
Mennonites as they were later caller, 
(liailer, p. 195). 

lSU--GBlTbibm al Ctoneva. 

This eame year aajra MOUer, (p. 

7fi). Zorklnden wrote a letter to Cal- 
vin that the differences between the 
various branchea of tiie ''Reformera" 
could never be wiped out. It seems 
from this that Calvin, who began hia 
branch of the itefurmation, (known as 
Calvinism, later a form of Preabyter- 
lanism). about Geneva, hoped to have 
his doctrine accepted by several 
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branches of the Reformation move- 
ment. He was a contemporary of 
Zwlngji and one of the great Swiss 
rellglona powers. 

IftM— Xeaao Slnoa Iimm Sererml 

This year Menno Shnoii issued a 

series of letters (Menno's Works, pp. 
277 to 284 ». — one to his followers in 
Holland pointing out the errors of 
papac/ ttaere— one of oonsolatlon to 
the Amsterdam brethren — one to his 
brethren in Friesland (Holland), re- 
buking them for their disaentions, and 
one to the Church at Bmden on the 
subject and effect of separation in 
families ot the Christian members and 
the "worldly" members, which doc- 
trine caused much grief, in many 
homes. The same year he wrote a 
work on the Anti-Christ doctrine as 
he called it. (Do., Part 2, pp. 351 to 
422). This work is entitled, "A Very 
Plain and Pointed Reply To the AnU 
Christian Doctrtne." This was a reply 
to a false account given by Martin 
Micron of the Discussion between 
himself and Micron in 155S, on the 
subject of the incarnation of Christ 
This is an Interesting work, written 
with fairness; but it lacks the learn- 
ing which Menno shows in other 
works. 

The same year he published a work 
on the subject of Excommunication, 
the Ban, Exclusion, etc. In this he 
discusses fully "the separation from 
Xhf world** as the phrase Is. Thf 
same year he wrote a work on the 
nature, of the "Resurrection" (Do., 
Part r, p. 229). or tho "Heavenly 
Birth." In this he shows considerable 
learning. The same year there came 
out his "Fundamental Doctrine From 
the Word of tho I.onl", exhorting all 
to the "Heavenly iiirth , etc. (Do,, p. 
165). In this he attempts to set peo- 
ple right, he says, from the discus- 
sion of learned men perverting the 
tnitlu He attacks, of course, the ten- 
ets of practice ot the Romish church 



In these particulars. This treatise Is 
well worth reading by all. He also 
wrote his dissertation on " True- 
Christian li^lth" and his "Consoling 
Admonition Concprning the Suffer- 
ings, and Persecutions of the Saints" 
the same year, (Do., pp. 1<>8 and 179). 

1666— Philip U of Spain, InJUtinff 
Charles T. Isniec Blas^jr Bilettt 

This year says the Mirror (p. 680) 

Philip II, son of Emperor Charles V, 
following his fathers footsteps, 
caused all tlie former bloody edicts of 
bis father to be renewed against th» 

Anabaptists. 

The decree forbid ail persons to 
read or discuss the scriptures, es- 
pecially all doubtful points, except 
theologians versed in divinity and 
spiritual law. This was to apply to 
all those who try to seduce persons 
hway from the holy mother church. 
Those who do so teach were to be 
punished as seditious persons, and be 
executed, viz.: the men with the- 
sword and the women to be burned, 
alive and their property to be confis- 
cated. The decree recited that as es- 
pecially the Anabaptist violated all 
decrees and moved about secretly,, 
none of the inhabitants of Holland 
should be allowed into the territories 
of Philip, except bringing u certifi- 
cate from the priest. All having 
knowledge of Anabaittists were com- 
pelled to disclose them. The decree 
forbid the Judges to mitigate the pun- 
ishment In any particular. The above 
I is cited from the Great Book of De- 
icrees of Ghent, containing all the de- 
jcrces of Charles and Philip, collected 
oy V/lUlam I, Prince of Orange la 

Mflllei^ commenting on the same- 
wicked decree (p. Ifil), says, that af- 
ter Chari«:H came, Philip as tuler of 
Xcilierlanof' and with the asslstanco^ 
of his hangmen, during the Inquisl- 
tion, 1000 Evangelicals or Anabap- 
ists were destroyed. Alone in Hol- 
land, outside' of Frlesland, In these 
few years, one hundred and eleven 
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PERSECUTIONS BEGIN IN THE PALATINATE 



Mrnnonitea werr executed. He also | had a diseuSBfon at Pfedderahelm that 

executed the Calvinists. until the exe- year with the Monuonlte and Anabap- 
cution (if Duke of E?niout and Horne. tist leaders and the edict was the re- 
Theu a general religious war broke .suit, iDo., 185). We notice above the 



out In six years the Duke of Alba, 

linown as Philip's han^nn, executed 
18.0U0 people and then left for Neth- 
•erlands. Goethe has written a tragedy 



striking similarity between the name 
of the Paltinate town Pfeddersheim 
and that of our well known Petf.r- 
Bhelms In eastern Lancaiit^r county, 



of Eggmount. It likely depicts this adherants of the Amish Church. It Is 

awful time in Holland. Alba was to likely their names are derived from 

Hol'and. what Weyler was to Cuba. that of the ancient Gorman town 

1--- L't~.* vi^ /^.*u I . * i where ancestors of the family may 

lo-.-l-irst MennonIt€ Gathering Into'^avo dwelt in olden times ft was a 

the Palatinate. more or less general custom to name 

Brons tells us (p. 181) that in 1557 ' citizens after the towns, as is In- 

the persecuted of Holand and espe- stanced in the OberhoUzers. who 
cially of Switzerland began going in-, were first known in OberholU.a town 
to the Palatinate, that is, the Rhine ' ^ald In Switzerland, 

country in Germany, then the prov- i^^^s - Conrnd Shuniaker and Peter 
Ince of Frederick II, Elector Palatine, „ „ „ 

Who was a protestant, (Rupp, p. 68).' treanier huHer. 

They did this to escape their terrible 
ordeals under Philip. 



1M7— AmlMpttst Tnuflatloas of the 
B»le. 



This year Shumaker and Creamer, 
names very commonly met with In 
our county and state, were executed. 
Shiimaker was a Swabian. a section 
anciently comprising northern Swit- 



From 1626 onward to 1657 morejserland. He Journeyed with his peo- 

Iban 25 translations of the Bible ap pie toward the Danube and was taken 
peared in Holland and the Menno-.at Stein and imprisoned in Vienna. 

nites and Anabaptist genrally helped Here he suffered torture and hunger. 

to do most of it. After 1667 the Ana- ' He was brought before Emperor Fer- 
baptist helped in many more transla- dinand, who was attending a great 
tions. Up to 1723 there were over one. diet at Augsburg, and theratened with 
hundred editions of the Bible In dlf- execution before daylif^t so that the 
fernt .sizes issued, and made up from people should not be excited In his 

Btestkeu's translation alone, whose 

work was completed In 1560 at Ehit- 

den, (BroiiN p. 67). 



1667— Persecntloiis Beghi fai the 



favor. He would not yield though 
the executioner was tnr his side. He 
was remanded and brought before the 
Bishops and his monks and priests 
three days later and threatened with- 
Ptf^tlBAte. out avail. Then the Lutheran preach- 

Hil» year there was a renewal of ♦^^ ^'"^ interceded and he was 

persecution against the Mennonltes released. (Mirror, p ri,-2). 
and Anabptists generally, and it ex- Peter Creamer did not fare so well, 
tended Into the Palatinate. The dls-lHe lived In the Duchy of Berg, was 



cussions of Menno Simon when ho arested and brought to Winnick. He 
was there in 1555 was the seed which was imprisoned a long time. When 
a couple years later brought on the brought to execution he appeared 80 
fruit, (Brons, p. 93). The result was I upright and pious that nearly every 
that in 1557 sharp mandates against one wept— the steward, the judges, 
the Alennonitea were issued through- the deputy, the executioner and the 
oqt the Palatinate. Elector Frederick | common people. The Steward begged 
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and begged him to como hack to the 
Romish church; but he refused. And 
at last he wa» executed standing with 
the Sword, (Do.. 686); 

1869— Menne StaioB'g Last Works and 
Death. 

It would sem that this remarkable 

man worked, and wrote expounding 



in the 30 years' war It was again de- 
vastated. The place la near Lei heck 
a free city of Germany on the Haltic. 

loud— Philip the Cruel and Frederick 

the (Jenerous. 

We remember that Charles V of 
Spain abdicated in favor of his son 

Philip II. He was very cruel to all 



and defending his faith and that of his i Anabaptists. But they (and especially 
followers up nntil his death. Accord- 1 the Mennonltes) had a friend In elec- 
In? to Funk, who published Menno's tor Frederick: and he defended them 
complete works. Menno wrote and fl- against Philip's hatred. March 7. 1559, 



nished on January 23, 1539 his "Thor- 
ough Answer to the Slanders, Defttma- 



Philip writes that he has read Freder- 
ick's defense of these people bat that 



tlon. BackbiUng, Unseasoned and Hit- ' he still thinks most Of them an aiiti- 
ter Words of Zyles and Lemmekes" c lu ist sect like those of Munster. who 
concerning the Hennonite doctrine,' made trouble wherever they were 
especially on the subject of the "Ban | found. But he says there are some 
Separation or Shunninc;", (Menno's cnod ooniniiinitles of them, who are a 
Works, Part 2. pp. 283-295). This doc- plain peaceful people and not crazy 
trine of separation from and shunning I like the remainder. The Milnsterites 
by the church, of those who are "of asserting themselves to be Mennonites 
the world" is more or less strictly ad- and yet ftill of war and rebellion and 
hered to today by one branch of Men- sedition and not having Mennonite 
nonites. They contend that they are | principles at all, mislead the rulers 
the only true followers of the doctrine and make a hard road for Taufers or 
of the Bible .as explained by Menno Mennonites in all sections. Their cen- 
Simon. In this answer, carrying his tral habitat was MQnster. Philip then 
arguments to the point where parents said. "Those plain, harmless ones 
and children and oven husband and i should l)e tolerated, under cautious 
wife must be baued from and must i surveillance; but as to all the active 



shun ea^ other if one has accepted 

the doctrine of Menno as he defines 
it, and the other has not. his reason 



and troublesome ones, take the sword 

and slay them. As to the mild ones 
fhey simply err In faith and efforts 
Ing leads to very cruel conclusions should be made by reason and charity 
and no end of tMrntty discord. , to get them back. Listen to them and 

According: to Brons, fp 102), on the argue. Put out and destroy their 
same day Menno finished this thesis | teaching but you may as you desire 
he died— January 23, 1559, a true ex- save their lives". Philip was now 
ample of "faithful nnto death ". But j King of Spain and as Spain was very 
some writers say he died in ir>fil, imworftil at this time he also ruled 
Brons says he was buried on his own Holland, parts of Germany and adja- 
estate or farm, in Germany, known as cent country; and thus EVederick the 
the "Wnesfeiifeids" or Wastefleld, be- elector, was under him. 



cause when he first acquired It the 
place was a barren tract. He made it 
fertile. The place of the grave is not 
known. His followers, some time af- 
terwards, continued to resort to his 
premises, and It seems, cultivate it 



t€69— Maigmve. Albreebt of Pmsste 

Ordmrs Banli^hment of Mennonites 

and All Wledertaufers. 
"Wledertaufers", w e remember 
means, those who have received sec- 



and use it making it very fertile, until ond baptism, on the belief that their 



I 
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FIRST BMOBN BIBLB— TAUFER8 IN PRUSSIA 



Imptlsin while infants was of no avail. 
All who held this view, among whom 

most prominently were the Menno- 
nites, this year by edict were ordered 
•oat of PruBsia. But the perseeutlon 
was mild there and more tolorant and 
the order was not obeyed, for 20 years 
later the Hennoiiltes petitioned the 
authorities for tree permission to set- 
tle in Koene^bnrg: and other places 
in the Duchy, on the Baltic sea. The 
eame ttane they auhmltted their arti- 
cles of faith. This laftor request in 
1579 was again made as we shall see 
later to Margrave George Frederick. 
He said he was compelled to refuse 
their request, as the Government 
policy was that the peoplse since the 
Reformation, that people should be all 
Lutherans; but he told them this 
kindly and aa he lald regretfully, for 
he found them otherwise very good 
people. 

IMO— Tlie First Fdilion of the Blest- 

ken» Bible Issued at Eniden. 

Emden is a German city in the 
province of Hanover on an arm of the 

North Sea. on tlit> line between Hol- 
land and the German Empire. liere 
in 1560, sa>-8 Brons, (p. 57) the first 
Biestkeus (Van Diest) Bible was is- 
sued. Brons introduces this chapter 
by telling of the rise of Anabaptism in 
Holland. She tells ns that before the 
Reformation the ground was prepared 
by the early Evangelicals or Frater- 
nala. These were followers of Waldo 
— the Waldenseans, Some of the early 
leaders were Thomas of Kempis, .John 
Wessel and the great Erasmus. Kem- 
pla wrote four books on the true Imi- 
tation of Christ. He was of Uli' iilsh 
Prussia — a priest or monk. But his 
works extended into Holland. These 
works iui- famous now in many lan- 
guages and libraries. The writings of 
Luther followed and soon spread 
everywhere. — in Germany, in Holland 
and in Switzerland. Through this agi- 
tation the translations of the Bible 
were very nnmeroua, but of all places, 
they were more numerous in Holland 
than anywhere else. And so it hap- 



pened that a Hollander named Van 
Diest in Bmdeo. Just aerosa a little 

gulf from the Holland line, issued the 

Bible above referred to in 1560. 

1560 — Beginning of MennoBites la 

j Prussia. 

This year it became known that 
I there were three large Mennonite con- 
j gregations in Prussia. Germany. It is 
j believed that .Menno Simon and Dirk 
Philip organized them. They were 
the first known there. From that time 
ntiward there were many of them 
These three had one bishop and 
formed the first conference district 
From that time a regfater waa kept 
there and if was complete at least 
down until the time, Anna Brons of 
: Norden, wrote her work on "Taufge* 
I sinnten oder l^ennonlten" in 1884. 
j The first bishop was Hans Von Swin- 
I derin. Dirk Philip died near Emden. 
, The next bishop seems to have been 
Quirin von der Meiilen in Dantzig. He 
printed a Bible at his own expense, 
called the Schotlandische Bible. Then 
there was a bishop named Hiltse 
Schmidt, (Brons, p. 251). 

Io60— HoUand Mennonites Form Cea- 

ference Districts. 

Between I.'jGO and 66 the congrega- 
tions of four cities, viz: Harliugen, 
FYaneker, Leeuworden and Sneek of 
Friesland, now in Holland combined 
Into conference districts, etc., by a 
compact of 19 articles, so that by the 
efforts of all they might help those 
who had fled to them from other 
places, where they bad been perse- 
cuted and robbed. A good many ot 
these refugees came from Flanders. 
The compact did not last long, be- 
cause a large faction of them con- 
tended that Christ would not favor so 
much organization and machinery in 
the Church, (Brons, p. 133). 

Here can be seen the early stages 
of the Church simplicity and opposi- 
tion to anything which looks like self 
I aggrandizement, which simplicity 
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still shows Itself today. These p«ople 
always had a Malou eare that their 
church government, form of worship 
and church property should all be 
simple and plain and not exalt their 
manner of religion into a magnifi- 
cence and ceremony that would make 
men forget their humility. They have 
thna for more than three centuries 
been called the "plain church". 

Bellinger, Becomes a Jfenno- 

nite Hlgtorian. 

We have written of Bollinger's ac- 
tivity for the Anabaptists or Menno- 
nltes, of which he was a member. In 
his now later and niaturer life he 
wrote a work on the origin of the 
Mennonltes, which he published this 
year. In It he tolls how Moravia had 
become the New Jerusalem of the 
persecuted brethren of Zurich and 
Berne and Switzerland generally. Dr. 
Hupmeier of Zurich was active in or- 
ganizing and founding an asylum 
there, (MQIler, p. 94). Bollinger also 
wrote up the Mennonites in 1531, 
nearly 30 years earlier. Froschower 
printed it for him, (Do., p. 3). 

nm—The £>>} or Knhly FamUy Mote 

tu Zurich. 

In the History of the Eby Family, 
written In 1889 by Bsra B. E!by, of 
Berlin, Ontario, he says, "The Ebys 
belong to the Celts, an ancient Asiatic 
race. During early ages they lived 
in the Northern Parts of Italy and 
were converted from heathendom 
through the Valdois or Waldeuses.who 
from the 8th to the 11th century Be- 
came numerous. The Church of Rome 
tried to exterminate them; and in 
1468 the whole Tulley Lucerne was 
laid under an edict. In 1560 a large 
number of them fled and went to the 
Northern part of Switzerland. Among 
the Waldenses who settled there were 
the Ebees. Tnese Waldenaea Joined 
Menno Simon in 1538". 

IdCS— Death of Caspar ISwenkleld. 
We haTe written before of the rise 



of the Swenkfeldera under Casper 
Swenkteld. This year he died at 

Ulm. Ulm Is In Wittenburg. on the 
Danube and it is famous for having 
the highest spire in Germany. The 
first followers of Schwenkfeld were 
in Silesia. Germany. Silesia is where 
Srhwfmkfeldt was Ixirii. His followers 
never had any relaton to the Sweden- 
borg doctrine, as asserted by Ltther. 
The capital dty of Silesia Is Breslau. 
The Lutherans prosecuted the 
Schwenkfelders severely. The Cath- 
olics tried also to punish them and to 
to get their children back to the 
Catholic faith. They endured all pa- 
tiently without any signs of restless- 
ness, when suddenly in 1725 the 
Sllesian colony departed by night for 
Saxony and In 1784 came to America 
leaving everything: hphind. They had 
quietly made arrangement with Eng- 
land to land here, (Do.). 

IMS-The SiriM CMholtet of Wndt 
Want Anbqitlsts Snpp.ressed. 

The persecutions about Berne are 

now begrinning to be agitated. This 
year the leading Catholic powers at 
Waadt asked for severe rules on the 
Mennonltes to suppress them. They 
asked to have Bollinger suppressed. 
The fight was now on between the 
State churdi (Catholic) and the Ana- 
baptists. Twenty-four Anabaptist 
preachers left the neighborhood of 
Waadt and emigrated toward Berne. 
(MflUer p. 49). 

1M4— Berne Decree Against EMmen> 
thai Kaaaonltes. 

February 16» this year the Swiss 
authorities In the Canton of the Em- 
menthal had a decree passed and 
proclaimed from the Catholic pulpits 
in SIgnau. Trachelwald, and Brandls 
to the effect that all Muuuoultes are 
to be fined ten pounds each if they do 
not stop printing and reading books of 
their own invention. They were ac- 
tive printers of their doctrines about 
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the Emmeuthal, (a locality in Switzer- 
land east of Berne) ever alnce 1561; 

and the result was that the whole ter- 
ritory about Hoechstetten and the 
Bmmenthal showed a big Increase In 
their growth. Soon a stricter order 
was issued, to the effect If they con- 
tinue in their heresy they will be 
punished in body and in posBessions. 
But the threat was not then carried 
out In 1566 the subject was brought 
before the anthorttles again and a de- 
cree of banishment was passed. Rtit 
it was of no avail. They continued to 
increase. 

16M — Tbe MeMleM Mr Heltas of 
CAeat, BelgiwB. 

There Is sn aeoonnt In Martjrr's 

Mirror (p. 640) edtailing how Peifer 
Von Der Meulen of Ghent for defend- 
ing his faith as an Aanhaptlst. was 
put to death. I speak of this only bo- 
cause the name seems to have some 
relation to the family so famous and 
so numerous in eastern Pennsylvania 
and in Lancaster County, — Meilln, 
etc. A well known home of the an- 
cestors of our present day Melllns 
was Switzerland. The present Item 
may establish that there was an an- 
cient home in Belgium also. 

G*Hnd Kech ef Berg Executed. 

We now call attention to another 

name quite common in Eastern Penn- 
sylvania and in Lancaster County. — 
Koch. This man seemed to lire In 
Berg, Germany, in the region of the 
Rhine river. The record shows that 
when the light began to shine along 
the Rhine, Conrad Koch embraced It 
He lived in the little town of Hauf. 
He was imprisoned in the Castle of 
Zioemenburg about a year and then 
executed. (Mirror, p. 659). 

1665— Fire of Cahnnism Aremes Hol- 
land Airalnst Papacy. 

In 1565 the nobility of Holland got 
together, on the question of abolish- 

ins? tiu' Spanish inquisition in Hol- 
land. Holland belonged to Spain at 
this time. Charles V abdicated in 



favor of Philip, his son. Charles had 
ssrmpathy for the Netherlands, but 

Philip did not. Charles was born 
there. Philip, however, had not the 
least interest in the Dutch people — he 
was a Spaniard. When he was crown- 
ed in Brussels that sealed the doom 
of thousands in Holland. So the in- 
quisition was introduced in Holland; 
but in spite of all this the Menno- 
nites flourished greatly there, and 
they were found in all places. Next 
to them were the Calvlnists. Their 
preachers spoke on the street, in the 
fields, and implored the people to des- 
ert papacy. They ridiculed the Catho- 
lic Church and its Pope; showed the 
bad morals of the monks und priests 
and worked the people up into a 
frenzy so that the crosses along the 
I road sides and on buildings were de- 
I molished and the graves of prominent 
Catholics desecrated. In three days 
1 300 churches were demolished when 
I Calvinism started, — Catholic 
churches. This was the answer of 
the people to the establishment of 14 
: new dioceses under the papacy of 
Cardinal Qranvella. But regent Mar- 
' garet, wife of Philip was herself dis- 
satisfied and asked milder treatment 
for the Mennonltes and all dissenters. 
But just the contrary resulted — the 
Inquisition. Then in 1565 the nobility 
e;ot together and protested against Its 
further use and declared they would 
stand together and if necessary lose 
all they bad to abolish the inquisition; 
but it was of no avail, (Brons. p. 
106). 

1566— Execations About Berne at Tliis 
Time. 

The Mirror relates that up to this 

time, in Berne, 42 persons were put 
to death for their faith. The informa- 
tion is found in an extract of a docu- 
ment by H. Vlamlng. a resident of 

Amsterdam, citinc; a document drawn 
up in ancient times by the eiders of 
Alsace. In it fhey say: As regards 
the brethren who were executed for 
their faith in the Berne Country, there 
were executed from 1528 until 1566. 



Digitized by Google 



BERNE IMPATIENT OVER ZOLOTUURN: HAiNS UASLIBACU 



forty-two persons, among whom were 
eight women. We have in our pos- 
session a brief abstract of their 
names and the year of death, (p. 
975). 

Oruner relates that this year (1566) 
too, a Mennonlte was beheaded, in 
Berne, who was so invincible that he 
vehemently declared with his last 
breath that uo one of his enemies 
thonld pray for him. He declared he 
was praying for himself. Of him 
Zehnder says, he was the most prom- 
inent teacher of the Berne Menno> 
nites. He was executed July 30th. A 
reward of 100 guilders was offered 
tor hla arreat and thus he was cap- 
tured, (MflUer, p. 76). 

IfiM-XouoBltoi Qidt tta KIhe IHi- 

trict. 

Loher says. Mennonites and Quak- 
ers In the 17th century gathered about 
Wastefield in Holland, of which we 
have written before. The Mennonites 
by the middle of the 16th century 
were lesTlng the neighborhood of 
Hamburg and the Elbe district. Th^ 
were going Into Holland where 
numerous congregations of Menno- 
nites found peace, as persecution with 
the decline of Philip and the uprising 
of the people ended there before 1570. 
But to Swltserland their tronbles were 
never < iid< d Even in Holland, Hmh- 
no's death had great effect. His con- 
gregations divided and only a few re- 
mained on the Elbe river. They 
scattered into Denmark and Qermany. 
(LSher. p. 56). 

Hit B erne Drlres Xennonltes to 
Zatolfcnn. 

This year a company of Mennonites 
came from Zolothurn, about thirty 
miles away, to Berne; but Berne sent 
them ba^ again. Zolothnm was 
nerer so severe on them as Berne and 
companies of them went to Berne for 
the purpose of helping their brethren 
there and adding to their strength by 
securing conversions. Berne deter- 
mined to stamp thia out, (Mflller, p. 
7t). 
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1S68— Monrlan >rennonltes Flint a 

Book. 

This year (Brons. p. 77), the Men- 
nonites of Moravia and Bohemia is- 
susd a book ealled the Ctolden Portals 
of Heaven, published by Gabriel 
Ackerman of Neweustadt In it is set 
forth their doctrine, explaining why 
they do not have any pictures of the 
Virgin in their churches. They say 
they are reproached for this omis- 
sion; hut they count it only proper 
not to worship the Virgin. • 

1669— Great Slaughter of Anabaptists 

In Belgium, Flanders, etc. 

According to the Martyr's Mirror, 
(pp. 708 to 800) this year scores of 
Mennonites or Anabaptists wore slain 
in Belgium. Flanders and parts of 
Holland. None of the names is fa- 
miliar In Pennsylvania, except those 
of IT:Hbo;;r':- .'.ii 1 Dirk Williams. 
Haabourke is a -X' W York name also. 

1671— Hans Hasei or UasUbach of 
Hasllbadi. 

October 80. this year, Hans Hsalf- 
I bach, teacher of a congregation in the 
Sumiswald In Switzerland was killed. 
He composed a famous hymn reciting 
all about his trials, and reciting that 
he bad a vision in his sleep that as a 
sign of God's anger over his death, as 
soon as his head was cut ott it would 
leap into his hat and begin to smile, 
the sun would turn red and the creek 
nearby would flow with blood. The 
Mirror recites page 851, the same 
supernatural events upon the execu- 
tion of Hans .Misel, which may lie our 
same Hans Hasel. The Haslibach 
Hymn Is one of the most famous 
pieces of the old Swiss Religious 
Poetry. It is found in the "Ausbund" 
or ancient Song Book of the Menno- 
nites pul)lit;h('d about 1620, and al.so in 
the Mirror (p. 10G9). The hymn had 
32 verses, detailing the incidents in 
the capture, hardships and deaUi of 
Hans Haslibach or Hans of Haslibach. 
He was to the Sugilswald, (a region 
15 miles northeast of Berne), to n 
religions sense, what William Tell 
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was to another part of Switzerland in 
a patriotic sense; and in many ways 
the two were alike. Governor Penny- 
packer In 1904 translated this hymn 
and the same is found in the Menno- 
nite Year Book for 1911. About this 
time there wm a movement asalntt 
capital punishment The putting to 
death of these bravo penple; and their 
bravery in meeting death had a won- 
4utiA effect in mnklng the oonmMKi 
people believe in them. And many 
were heard to remark that they 
wished they were as sure of salyatlon 
' as the Mennonites. Thus capital 
punishment was simply making more 
adherents of the faith, (Miiller, p. 77). 
KasUhadi's death and the declared 
fulfillment of what he predicted about 
his head, the sun and the little river, 
gave renewed belief in the Ifennonlte 
faith. 

1572— Tortares Again Kage In Hol- 
land; I'nited Netherlands Formed. 

Philip and Duke Alba, known as 
his executor or hangman, this year 

alone in Holland executed a thousand 
Evangelicals or Anabaptists. Menno- 
nites, etc Holland was in an uproar. 
Mennonites and Calvlnists were mar> 
tyred until the execution of Eggmont 
and the war for liberty broke out 
August 16, 1672 the foundation of the 
United Netherlands was laid and the 
Prince of Orange elected Governor. In 
1573 Alba left Netherlands, having re- 
sided there six years, and In that time 
murdered 18,000 people. The same 
year the Prince of Orange Joined the 
Calvlnists. Thus there are the Dutch 
Refomiefl who followed Calvin and 
the Swiss Reformed who followed 
Zwingli, (Brons, 16). 

1678— Benw Pieveats Mcuanltes 
from CoBvertiDg Moravians. 

This year says Miiller fp. 96) th^re 
were three edicts from Berne to pre- 
vent her Mennonites from going into 
Moravia as missionaries. Nor were 
missionaries allowed to come to 
Berne. Each year after "hread break- 
ing" these missionaries wwe sent 



167S-Bjlcn of FiniMrt, Ttilwsd 
la Eigiaad. 

This year several Mennonites from 
Flanders fled to England because of 
persecution and lived in simplicity 
about London. Their religious ser- 
vices were si)it>d out by a constable 
and he drove them to South Port on 
the Mersey River. They were given 
the alternative of subscribing to 
transsubstantiation — - to oaths — to in- 
fant baptism— to the bearing of public 
offices, or being put to death. Some 
they put on board ship for Gravesend 
and some they killed, by burning 
alive. One named Cterrett Byler, af* 
ter much misery, escaped. 

Byler is a well known eastern Lan- 
caster County name as we know. He 
tells of his ordeal in Bngland this 
year. 

l.>76 — Zurich Issses !<iew Decrees. 

Zurich followed the example of 

Berne in 1576. It was found that the 
Mennonites and other Evangelicals 
were quietly leaving with their wives, 
as the result of the efforts of the "ex- 
citers from Moravia" as they were 
called. Particularly from Aargau the 
migration was felt. These Aargau citi- 
zens secretly sold their goods and 
prepared to leave. They were ordered 
watched and taken prisoners, (MAl- 
ler. p. 96). 

1676— Mennonites of Zurich FJgkt 

Against a State Church. 

This year was published another 
edict against the Meuuouites about 
Zurich, Swltserland and this broudit 
on in earnest the fight against a State 
Church. Their congregations sepa- 
rated from the State Church and de- 
manded not to be interfered with. 
' Many congregations movofi from Zur- 
ich into Moravia. But they fared no 
better there, and came back having 
lost all. The Sheriffs were to stamp 
out the migration. But there were no 
results; and in 1680 there was an« 
other Zurich decree stating they were 
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gtttUiiK more and more numerons; 

that people were adhering to them; 
and warning all that they should shun 
fhem. (Brone, 192). 

i;»7»— The FamilUir Name ""Bender* 
Appears. 

The Benders are prominent and nu- 
meroiis la Lencaster County and 
Eastern Pennsylvania. About this 
time Matthias Bender or Binder a 
Mennonite minister of Wurtenburg in 
Germanr, was arrested and taken to 
Stuttgart prison on account of his 
faith, and later imprisoned in chains. 
He was examined and threatened by 
the doctors of theology, the represen- 
tatives of the Prince and by the ab- 
bott. He was then sent to the castle 
of Hohenwlthlng and rematned two 
years, whpn In 1576 the Castle was 
burned to the ground. He waa then 
released because of Us firave oondnct 
about the fire, (Mirror, 978). 

1177— LIlMrljr of ConseleMO flalu 

Feethold In Holland. 

King William I called William of 
Nassau. January 26, 1577 at Mlddle- 

burg (in the southwest corner of Hol- 
land on the North Sea) issued a let- 
ter of privilege to the Anabaptists or 
Mennonites. reciting that these citl- 
aens comiilain their shops have been 
dosed by the magistrates, because 
these people would not take oaths, 
though they have always paid their 
taxes, etc. This, the lott<»r says la 
against liberty of conscience and it has 
Just been decided by the people of 
Spain against their sovereign that 
liberty of conscience must be allowed, 
especially as these Hollanders helped 
to gain libera of consdenoe for others 
deprived of it: that th*- oath is nscl a? 
a means to drive these good people 
out of the country, and not only those 
residing in Mlddleburg. but those in 
Innnumerable other places in Holland 
and Zealand. The letter then pro- 
oeeda and says these petitioners are 



ready at all times to offer their tender 

"Yea" in place of an oath and agree 
that those who transgress the "Yea" 
shall be punished as perjurers. 
! He then ordains that those people 
shall be allowed to use their "Yea" In 
place of an oath; but if they trans- 
gress, they shall be punished as per^ 
jurers. This was a great sin by the 
Mennonite Doctrine. (Mirror, 1000). 

ld77— Holland's Ruler Protects the 

Mennonites. 

This year a deputation of Reformed 
preachers met at Dortrecht In Hol- 
land about ten miles southeast of 
Rotterdam; and asked that the Men- 
nonites l»e restrained. But the Dutch 
authorities now refused to interfere 
longer with them. The Prince of 
Orange said personally that they 
should not be interfered with and 
in ire than that, their "Yea" should be 
acepled as an oath. This shows how 
they were regarded as to truth tell- 
ing. The Prince further expressed 
his dislike that the civil authorities 
should assume to control matters of 
conscience. He also said to the Re- 
formed Churchmen who made the 
above demand that, they should re- 
member how the Catholics had abused 
them and not. In turn abuse these 
Mennonites in a similar way, (Brons, 
I 117). 

Id79— Mennonites Settle Amon^ La- 
Iksniis ta Northeasten Fnsila* 

Brons tells us (p. 249) that this 

year the Mennonites handed in a re- 
quest to settle about Koenigsburg in 
northeastern Germany on the Baltic 
Sea near the Gnlf of Dantzlg; and 
handed over their articles of faith for 
inspection. George Frederick, the 
ruler and successor of Duke Albrecht 
said reluctantly that the Constitution 
of Prussia required all should be of 
the Lutheran religion there, other- 
wise he would allow it. lie ordered 
them to go to the consistory and be 
questioned about their faiUi and it 
they did not want to join the Lutheran 
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church they should leave, in four 
months. But the order was not car- 
ried ont The Mennonttet remained 
there and took deeper root. They 
could leel that Frederick at heart was 
favorable to them. Wherever they 
settled they made the land very fer- 
tile. 

IS49— Berne Declares Menuonlte Mar- 
riages Toid. 
About 1567 It was deelded In Berne 

that if married coniiles do not go to 
the state church they shall be consid- 
ered as living together illicitly as if 
the marriage had never been per- 
formed: and their children should be 
illegiUmate— the right to inherit 
should be denied to them. This re- 
mained an edict not carried out for 12 
years; but in 1579 messengers were 
sent among the Mennonlte coogrega- 
tlons warning them that the old edict 
was to be enforced and that those 
who do not choose to obey shall leave 
withtai three months or be punished 
In their poeseasiona and Uvea. 

IMl— At Bemcb Heglay a «]laf^raied'' 

^nisaa the Kennonltefl. 

Mttller tells us (p. 84) that in 1581 
a large synod was held at Berne. 
There Negley anoounced as a Re- 
formed adherent that the many ac- 
ciisntions against the Mennonites 
were unjust. He said his own peo- 
ple, the Reformed, ought to atudy 
their own faults. He showed that 
great moral rottenness existed about 
Berue. but not among the Mennonites. 
He said that each Individnal of them 
was pure and set an example for 
others. He said that most of them 
were poor and their preachers taught 
without pay and did various work to 
support themselves. We call atten- 
tion to the (act that the name Negley 
la a common Lascaster County name. 

1S8S— Prominent NarweglBna Jala 

(he Mennanttat. 

This year .\nslo. a Norwegian, joined 
the Mennonlte church in Holland. He 



founded a large cloth business and 
his sons iMcame prominent In It 

They were the head of the cloth 
makers" guild. One of his sons, Cor- 
nelius Claes Anslo was a prom!n«it 
preacher of the Mennonites and his 
portrait was painted by Rembrant, 
and a poet named Vondel wrote some 
complimentary poetry under It It la 
now in the gallery of the Lord Hol- 
land. Other great men about Amster- 
dam joined the Mennonites too, about 
this time, (Brona, 168). 



1684_Weniali Xaller tnm Anilrfn 

Jalaa the SwlM MannanHaa. 

Austrian hlatorlana tell us that this 
year seven brethren were sent out of 
that country. They went to the 
Swiss. One of them waa Wenlah Kel- 
ler. He labored about Berne nine 
year and his death waa reported In 
1593, (MUller, 97). 

1686— Berne Mandate, Ordering Hen- 

Bonltes Ont 

Thla year, says Miiller (p. 182) 
there was a mandate ordering the 

Mennonites to get out of Berne or 
suffer Imprisonment or death. But 
execution by the sword was not al- 
lowed aa hi the paat It provided that 

those who were teachers should be 
branded. Hans Stence and Mart 
Berger were two of them. After a 
long effort to cause them to recant 
they were expelled. Stence returned 
and was compelled to sign a cove- 
nant agreeing that if he eame bade 
ae-ain he should be beheaded. He was 
then sent away again; and never 
came back. 

lo85— Moravian Missions Sneeanfnl 

In Swltserland. 

So many peo[ile followed the Morap 
yian missionaries in Switzerland that 
they could hardly all be taken in. A 
good part were accepted. In 1686 
many Swiss Joined the Moravian Men- 
nonites. Moravia had her trouble 
nearly 100 years before Luther led by 
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Husa, who was buraed at the atakeln 

Constance, hpginnnr of the Moravians, 
began his work. So here was an 
asylum for the Mennouites, (Muller. 
p. 98). 

Flf • «fMt 0enHia MenMalte 



By this time. In fB«e of all edicts. 

the Mennonlte strength was amazing 
in Germany and throughout central 
Bnrope. The largest Oenuan congre- 
gations of Mennonltes were at Mar- 
burg, at Niederulm or the Swamp of 
Welchael, at Thorn, at Oradene and at 
Danzig. They were the strongholds 
there, in spite of the edict of Danzig 
prohibiting any strangers there, by 
WhltemttdQt (Brona» p. 261). 

1886— Bdlet AgiM AnbapUtlt la 



The great tortures Inflicted by 

Papists uiK)n thp Anabaptists of 
various countries drove many of tbem 
Into Pmssla, In the hope that these 

Lutheran sections would be more 
mild than the Catholic ones. This 
hope was partly inspired by the fact 

that Prussia boasted of her liberality. 
But In this hope the Anabaptists or 
Mennonites were sadly disapiiointed. 
The Government of Prussia, Novem- 
ber 12, 1586 issued a decree that they 
must all leave or be tortured, but not 
killed. George Frederick, Margrave 
of Brandenburg issued the chief edict, 
(Mirror, 1006). The next year there 
waa a similar decree against all the 
Baptists of Koenigsburg, (Do., 1007). 

Severe Integrity of Early Am- 
baptists or Mennonltet*. 

A remarkable Instance of Menno- 
nlte discipline Is shown In 1588. A 
brother named Bint3:ens bou'iiht a 
house from a neighbor for 700 guilders, 
who was a spendthrift and a dnmk- 
ard. The deed expressed 800 g::l!ders. 
The church found this out through a 
deacon. He brought It before th« 
church as being a device that would 
deceive the next purchaser as to its 
valae. The cburdi also found oat 



that the drunkard should not have had 

the money because his creditors were 
entitled to a part of it. They held 
Bintgens should have protected the 
creditors. Bintgens asked to purge 
himself befor*? the meeting. He said 
that he was sorry and that he would 
personally pay the creditors their 

claims. Then some of the elders who 
did ^ot trust him went and asked his 
wife whether he did It. -She said her 
huaband did not act honestly. Then the 
whole congregation was called to- 
gether for an opinion and the elders 
of the surrounding congregations 
were invited to join in the opinion. 
This meeting divided the churches far 
and near — some were for Bintgens 
and some against hlni. Then his op- 
ponents felt injured and wanted hlni 
to resign as teacher. Jan. liiS'J there 
was a big meeting of delegates from 
churches far and near to talk it over. 
The Amsterdam brethren asked Bint- 
gens again if It was true that there 
were 100 guilders more expressed in 
the deed than pail He said "Yes", 
but that be paid the 100 guilders in 
::nen. Then a second meeting was 
held and all the prominent Menno- 
uites to be found were pressed to be 
present It was urged that Bintgens 
be expelled. Others wanted it decided 
by a vote in all the congregations of 
Holland. Others wanted delegates 
called from all the congregations and 
that they decide. Others wanted to 
proceed according to I Timothy Ch. 5, 
verses 19 and 20. July 8rd» there was 
a special meeting called to decide the 
method of procedure only. Then the 
churches of Holland divided on the 
subject The Haarlem churches led 
one faction and the Amsterdam 
churches the other. The Amsterdam 
faction was agalnat ^tgens. Then 
the factions agreed to refer it to the 
church authorities of the congrega- 
tions of Groeningen. Emden and Col- 
ogne. At a later meeting in Haarlem 
this was done, and Bintgens was part- 
ly exonerated. Then the Amsterdam 
enemies accused the Haarlem people 
of ooTsring up the facts, nntgeos 
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had denied the Groenlngen Menno- 
nltes and East Frleslanders the right 
to take part In hta dispute. Bintgens 
and hla adherents then left. Then the 
Haarlemites were put on trial by the 
Amsterdamers. Haarlem appealed to 
the whole Anabaptist or Monntmite 
world to show they did wrong. And 
so the matter ended in crimination 
and recrimination. 

The public result Is the most Inter- 
esting. It was that the Haarlemites 
did act in underhand and inferior 
ways toward the Amsterdamers; and 
the latter gained in public esteem and 
in the esteem of the King as well. 
The Haarlemites gradually lost public 
favor. In Groenlnpen and East Fries- 
land Bintgens people fell in favor and 
were called "bankrupters" and ''house 
buyers" In odium and finally they lost 
greatly in public favor. All this came 
from Bintgens sharp trick, which In* 
nocent in Itsolf was supposed by the 
brethren to be meant to deceive. The 
v««utt was he and his party were much 
shattered for years throughout Hol- 
land. So the right won says Brons. 
(p. 122). 

The Familiar >ame ''Mjers** 
Appears. 

This year at Wier, in Baden, Mat- 
thias Myers was arrested through the 

espionage of a priest. The priest had 
a servant maid go to Myers and pre- 
tend she wanted to join the Anabap- 
tists. In this way they got evidence 
against him. And thus they drowned 
him in a most horrible way, putting 
him under water for some time re- 
peatedly and drawing him out to in 
dttce him to recant, which be would 
not do. He died steadfast, (Mirror, 
p. 10S2). 

IM^Lithems aii Kefomed at 
OMi. 

This year at Emden, a house in 
whirh the Lutherans held services 
was closed by the Reformed. They 
fought orer the Lord's supper^ Finally 
the Reformed allowed the Lutherans 



to preach at certain times but only^ 
under governmental supervision and 
under conditions. One condition was, 
the collection was to be handed over 
to the Reformed. To this, and to other 
conditions they had to agree; and did 
so in writing, signed by 108 persons. 
Only under the Prussian government 
did the Lutherans get permission to 
build the Church that stands in Em- 
den today. 

ISM^Berne Edict asaliist Am* 



This year, March 10, there was a 

mandate promulgated hy Berne, de- 
manding that the Mennonites must 
leave without their property. Their 
real estate was confiscated to the 
Government. If they sold it before 
going, the purchaser would be com- 
pelled to pay it again. This was a 
severe edict, (MQller, p. 131). 

This ends the annals of the six- 
teenth century. 

liM— An Extensive Hennonlte Cen- 
fMitoB et Faith. 

AlMut this year, says the author of 

the Mirror (p. ^60), a Mennonite con- 
fession of faith was /adopted, consist- 
ing of 33 articles. It contains the doc- 
trine as to the Father, Sou aud Holy 
Ghost — the Creation — Fall — Restora- 
tion—Free Will— ElecUon of Believ- 
ers— ttie law of Moses and the Gos- 
pels — Saving Faith — Regeneration — 
Incarnation — Death and Resurrection 
— Office of Christ— the Church — Ordi- 
nances of the Church — Baptism— the 
Ix)rd'8 Supper — Feet Washing — Good 
Works — Marriage — Swearing and 
Oaths— the* Ban — Second Coining of 
Christ and Kingdom of Heaven. Just 
where this was adopted is not clear. 

IMl— Groeningen & Sneek Decree 1b 
Holland nu^siuHt the Men- 
nonites. 

The following decree was issued 
by the Dutch authorities of Oroenia- 
gen and Sneek by the Reformed 
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Church authoritieB, who controlled 
the Kovernment now. against the 
Mennonites. The Reformed seem 
now to have forgotten the fierce de- 
ereea of the Catholtce In former cen- 
turies against them and in turn they 
now persecuted the Mennonites, who 
differed from them. This decree is 
found in Martyr's Mirror, (p. 1048) 
nnd is as follows: 

The burgomasters and the council 
mske known: Whereas it has oome to 
our certain knowledge that not only 
many in the city and in the Jurisdic- 
tion of the same presume to exercise 
and practice, contrary to the treaty 
sworn to and made with the city, A. 
D. '94, another religion than the Re- 
formed, to the adulteration of the 
word of God, to the misuse of his holy 
sacraments, and to the offense and se- 
duction of many persons; hut that al- 
so nearly all disorders and abuses in 
and without the marriage state, and 
also others contrary to the Christian 
Church regulations established and 
customary here, creep in and are 
practiced; and we by virtue of our of" 
fice recognize it our duty to meet and 
check all this with proper penalties: 
therefore, we have ordained, and do 
ordaiu and decree by these presents, 
as follows: 

Firstly, that the exercis*> of all 
other religions than the Reformed is 
herewith again strictly prohibited. 

And If any one be found to allow his 
house or place to the Anabaptists, 
contrary to the church regulations of 
this city, for the purpose of preach- 
ing, of holding meetings therein, lie 
shall each tini^ ho fined ten dollars. 

The preachers, as aforesaid, if found 
to be preaching, shall for each of- 
fense be fined ten dollars, or be im- 
prisoned two weeks on water and 
bread; and when detected in thus 
preaching the third time, shall lie ex 
pelled from the city or the Jurisdip- 
tion of the same. 

And all that shall be found attend- 
ing such preaching or gatherings 
Shall each time be fined two dollars. 



Whoever shall be found to have re- 
baptized anyone, shall be fined twen- 
ty dollars: and when detected the sec- 
ond time, shall be imprisoned on 
water and bread, and expelled as 
aforesaid. 

Again, unbaptized children shall not 
recelye Inheritance, according to the 
city statutes. 

No one shall be admitted to any 
administration or office, public orprl- 
/ate, nor be accepted as a witness^ 
except he render the solemn oath re- 
quired for it 

And all that refuse such oath shall 
he punished as is proper acording to- 
law. 

1601— Calrlnists Try To Destroy tier- 
man CH(holi($> and Lutherans. 

In the Mirror (p. 1044) under the 
date of l<t01 we are told that, "In the 

year of our Lord sixteen hundred and 
one it occurred that Johann von 
Steyn, Count of Witgensteyn, Lord of 
Hamburg, being a member of tbeCal- 
vinistic church, purposed to abolish 
the Komish and Lutheran doctrine, 
and at the same time laid his hands 
on the defenseless sheep of Christ, 
which were contemptuously called 
Anabaptists, and put them into pris- 
on. 

Among these are mentioned by 
□anie, Huybert op der Straten. Trljn- 
ken, his wife. Pleter ten Hove, and 
Lijskcn te Linsrhoten, which latter, 
as we have learned, was an aged 
woman of over seventy years. 

The first three mentioned were im- 
prisoned twelve weeks, the latter 
seventeen days, she having been ap- 
prehended much later". 

lIMM— Zurich Mennonites Hignte to 
HorsTh, IMIerlng It **The 

rromised Land^. 

Ernst Miiller In his excellent book 
tells us, (p. 98). "Repeatedly we hear 
complaints from the Canton of Zurich 
concerning the Moravian emissaries, 
who invited the people to emigrate. 
The pastor of Wald even reports in 
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the year 1601 that 25 Moravian Breth- 
ren are traveling about the country 
two bf two (Ottlns, p. 192). 

The tidings of the "Promised T^nnd" 
in Moravia and of the "New Jerusa- 
lem" at Nikolsburg even penetrated 
to the prominent circles of the City of 
Berne. On th^^ 20th day of March, 
1601 Samuel Uachselhofer and Jacob 
Vogt are to pass over to the Treasurer 
4000 pounds from the state of th.'lr 
mother and sister-in-law, Agatha 
Pfauderln and two children, who had 
secretly left tho country for Moravia, 
this payment to be made to "His 
Grace" for his rights of confiscation". 
There are Vogts in Lancaster county. 

Milller then tells us more of these 
banishments (p. 99), as follows: "If 
ever one of these children was to re- 
turn, then Its share would bf^ q-Iven 
baclc to it. (R. M.). Very soon there- 
after Ellsaheth Oachselhofer. pre- 
sumal)ly a nfar r<'lation of the above 
named Agatha, with her sou removed 
to Moravia as a Baptist, leaving be- 
hind a very considerable Inventory, 
which was taken on May 17, 160.5, and 
contained enumerated goods and chat- 
tels and the rich wardrobe of a lady 
of the highest rank, (K. A.. Vol. 80, 
No. 19). 

This inventory was estimated to he 
worth 8000 pounds and should revert 
to "His Grace". But there is to be 
kept an account In the Interest of the 

eon, should he ever return. 

leOS— Kefornied Swiss fhurch Op< 
presses the Mcnnonltes. 

Brons tells us (p. 132) that in "16UJ 
a Reformed Synod resolved to request 
of tho government, the latter should 
prohibit the bishops of the Menno- 
nltes from traveling from one place to 
another, preaching and baptizing; !n 
ICUi a res'.'iution was passed in like 
manner that they (these bishops) 
ihould be prohibited from educating 
young preachers; 1605 the Calvinistlc 
predicants handed In a request that 
the Mennonltes be forbidden to build 
churches. And thus it went on 
through the whole Seventeenth cen- 
tury at 65 Reformed Synods". 



Mas— Bollinger or Bolsfnger of B»> 

varla Executed. 

Under this date the Mirror contains 
an account (p. 1044) of the execution 
Of Hans Bollinger or Bolslnger, while 
traveling through Bavaria, Germany. 
With him was Marcus Eder, too. I 
use this item simply to show tiie Bol- 
linger home In Europe. It is well 
kuown that there are several promi- 
nent familiea bearing that name In 
Eastern Pennsylvania and In Lancas- 
ter county. They too, were strong in 
their Meuuouite Faith aud died for it. 
The Bollinsers came to this country 
about 1730. The now much paraded 
name Bal linger may be a form of it. 

160a — Xennoniles Tortured in 
Hungary. 

Many Mennonite people were in 
Hungary, when in 1605, during the 
Hungarian War, the rufflani were 
raging in Hungary and Moravia, pil- 
laging and burning towns, torturing 
to death the people. On May 4th. they 
led -12 Jit rsons and on June 2Sth. 112 
brethren and sisters, as slaves to the 
heathen lands and to the galleys, 
(Hflller. p. 99). 

1607— HeaMslto Clnreh Re-Ofgw* 

iied in Stnsharg; 

There were certain rules and regu- 
lations for the conduct cf the Menno- 
nite church in Strasburg, Germany as 
early as 1668. But In 1607 the con- 
gregation was re-organized and many 
regulations passed, upon the duties of 
elders, ministers and bishops. In ad- 
dition to the regular church dittk?. 
rules were laid down upon their du- 
ties to visit, oonaole and comfort the 
distressed and the bereaved and the 
strangers Those missionaries en- 
dured many hardships (Miiller p. 90). 

1608— Progress of the Mennonite 

Church In Holland. 

The Holland Mennonite brethren 
had taken vigorous possession of 
Tlegenhot had constmcted dykes and 
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«anal3 and bad adileTed tnch re- 
markable success that the proprie- 
tors made contracts with them for 
tartj yean, which were thereafter 
always renewed. Consequently their 
numbers increased to such an extent 
that the Bishop of Kuhii complained 
In the year 1608. that the vicinity of 
ifarlenburg was filled with Menno- 
nltes and Samosatenes. Against this 
the town governments of Danis. 
Thorn and Elhlng protested, i < fur- 
ring to the Warsaw Confederation of 
1685 approyed by King SIgismund, 
which says: 

"We promise among us, for us and 
for our posterity fbrever under oath 
of our fidelity, honor and conscience, 
that we, who differ in religion one 
from another, will keep the peace 
among ouraelyes, and on aeeonnt of 
the different creeds and the changes 
In the churches, we will tolerate no 
bloodshed, nor punish anyone by the 
confiscation of his goods, injury to 
his honor, imprisonment or banish- 
ment from the oountry, nor will we 
assist any anthmlty or official to do 
such, etc." 

Here again the indnstrloiis charac- 
ter of our Mennonite forefathers is 
shown. We also have here another 
-view of King SlglsmnndV ideas of 
justicf toward these people and his 
faith ill t!nMr willingness to abide by 
the government. On this faith he 
promised the protection whidi we 
have stated, (Brona p. 265)« 

IM^-SwItMflnkl CMiacatlOB of 
MtiamnMb PMparty. 

Ernst Muller (p. I.'',!) refers to the 
ctmflscatlon of the possessions of the 
Baptial or Mennonite brethren by 
the State, viz. "If the Baptists who 
have emigrated (from Switzerland) 
had previously sold their possessions, 
then BQch shall be taken from the 
purchaser and be confiscated, and 
the purchaser must look to the seller 
for his rlffhto.** (Mandate of April 
23, 1610). The hardships of the Men- 
nonites In Switzerland we see at this 
tine are atlll going on. 



Idlt— Bame QaTenHcat TeaclMS 
Antt-Mrananltlsm. 

All through the 17th century the 

authorities of Berne, Switzerland 
continued to do anything in their 
power to harass the Menuouites on 
the ose hand, and on the other hand 
to encourage and give strength to 
the Reformed religion. They held 
meetingfl with those who belieyed in 
Anabaptlsni or the Mennonite doc- 
trine to get the weaker ones by argu- 
ment, to turn away from that faith, 
but they did not succeed to any great 
extent. The Protestant authorities of 
Berne, as the head of their church, 
left BO method nntrled in order to 
guide and control the hearts and 
minds of their subject^. Among 
these methods was the censorship or 
censure. Hans Jacob Poll, of Zofln- 
gen, had written a tract, in which 
the doctrine was defended that no 
one should be prosecuted on ac- 
count of his faith or belief. This tract 
was printed In 600 copies at Basle, 
and therefore the authorities of Baale 
were requested to confiscate this 
edition, "for the sake of Ood and 
His lieloved Church." (Mia. January 

31. 1610). 

We have here another picture of 
the continual harassing of these non- 
resistant people In the Berne dis- 
trict. But the church kept on grow- 
ing there. We remember that It wajB 
the Bmenthal, a little valley north- 
west of Berne, from which the Lan- 
caster County plonoers came In 1710. 
Their ancestors in earlier days bad 
lived about Zurich. (Mflller, p. 104). 

1610— Switzerland Restrains Bap- 
tists from (•oing to .Moravia. 

Ernst Muller (p. 99) tells us that 
this year means were taken to pre- 
vent our Mennonite forefathers from 
getting out of the country of per- 
secution and going to Moravia. 
Speaking of the instances of this he 
says: "These cases were by no means 
singular or exceptional. An order of 



Digitized by Google 



74 ELBINO AND ALTONA IIENNONITBS-CHDRIIANY 



the Council to Seekelmeister and 
Venner. which promulgated meana 
for the prevontlon of the secret re- 
moval of BaptiBts to Moravia, bears 
date of ADril 8, 1610 (K. A.). 

At pap;e IS. Miiller says, "Some 
were (so writes the author of the 
preface to the History of the Martyr- 
ers of Christ. 1610) racked and pulled 
or torn to pieces; some were burned 
to powder and ashes: some burned to 
a crisp at the stake: some torn with 
red-liot toiips; some penned up in 
houses and the whole burned down; 
others were hanged on trees; some 
werf^ oxocuted by the sword; others 
were pushed into the water; many 
had gags put Into their mouths In or- 
der to prevent them from speaking, 
and thus lead to their doom." This 
Is Ernst Mttller's way of stating the 
dreadful experiences of onr Swiss 
ancestry* 

Iflf— Blblng (Pmssla) Meuoiltoi 
Made Citizens. 
Brons tells us fp. 255) that Elbing, 
in Prussia near the Gulf of Danzig, 
was a dtetrlot where the Mennonlte 
people were required to exercise the 
privileges and also to undergo the du- 
ties of dtisens. As early as 1610 he 
says they were given the franchise of 
citizens and had to take upon them- 
selves the duties of eltisens. 

1611-BldMt MensBlto Dsmob Ib 

• Altona, Germany. 

Prons tells us (p. 263) that "a cer- 
tain Paul Rossen, who in 1611 had 
come from Fresenberg to Altona be- 
fore the devastation of the place dur- 
ing the Thirty Years' War and the 
scattering of the congregation there, 
in whose midst Menno had spent his 
last days, was eldest deacon of the 
Mennonlte Church or congregation at 
that place, viz: Altona optiositp Ham- 
burg In the province of Holstein, 
Oemany." 

ItlS— Swisssr Haas Lndb^ 

Troables Bestai* 

Mailer tells us (p. 216) that "Zur- 
ich had in 1613 condemned Hans 



Landis, Gall! Fuchs and Stephen 
Zehender to the galleys and led them 
bound and fettered to the French 
Ambassador at Solothurn, where with 
the assistance of Brethren from 
Berne they found the way out of pris- 
on (Ottins, p. 216). Hans Landis was 
beheaded September 29» 1614 at Zor- 
ich". We merely make a note of this 
at this date. We shall have consider- 
able more to say about this prominent 
old patriarch Hans Landis under the 
year 1614. 

Ult— MsnsBltt ColOBT !■ Blbliiv. 

Brons tells us (p. 255) that at this 
time there lived at Elbing, sixteen 
Mennonlte families. This was appar- 
ently the extent of their growth in 
that section at this date. 

1614— Mennonlte Troubles In Zurlck 
and the History of the Murtjrs. 

Of the condition in Zurich we pos- 
sess extensive Baptist sources in the 
chapters pertaining thereto in the 
Martyr's Mirror ul Tielnian Van 
Bracht. Here we iind the history of 
the martyrdom of the Baptists or Men- 
uonltes; and a large numln r of tales 
of sorrow and suffering in the perse- 
cution ot Zurich at that time, etc. 
(Mailer, p. 165). 

The above work was rublished in 
1616. The worlK Is divided into three 
iKMlcs. of whidi the first closes with 
the year 1566, the second with 1573, 
and the third with 1614. The last 
martyr recorded therein was the 
Swiss Hans Landis, (Brims, pw 887). 

1614— Tte Svffsilici and Death tf 
Swister Haas Laadit. 

An important teacher of the Bap- 
tist minded or Mennonites was Hans 
landis, who, against the prohibition 
of the gorerament preadied before 
large meetings in forest and field, 
baptized and solemnized marriages. 
He was, for that reason, taken pris- 
oner and as he would -not promise to 
cease such activities in the future, 
condemned to six years' punishment 
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oa the galleys. The Swiss authorities 
made «• of the gfaiegrs of the Italian 

Princes as penal institutions. On the 
galleys he sawed his chains by means 
o£ an Instrument which the brttbrui 
had smuggled to him, escaped and le- 
turned to his country, (Switzerland). 
But soon after that he was again 
taken into cnstody* whereupon h« was 
ordered to depart from the country; 
bat he refused stubbornly to obey the 
orders, saying: **God favored me with 
this land as well as all others and the 
earth is the Lord's." Besides, he would 
remain in bis native country, as he 
did not know where to go. Further- 
more he said be was now aged and 
did not fear death. And, Indeed* he 
could yerlly say. he did not know 
where to go to, for in the adjacent 
Austrian countries the Baptistmlnded 
or Hennonitee were persecuted since 
1601 unto death by Emperor Rudolph, 
who had again put in force the de- 
crees of Ferdinand. In consequence 
he (Landls) was condemned to death 
hy the Great Council of Zurich and 
beheaded In 1614, (Brons, p. 200). 

The Mirror (p. 1046) i^ves us the 
following account of Hans Landis's 
death: 

This account states that Hans Lan- 
dls had gone up the river Rhino where 
he had his place of residence, to feed 
and refresh the people with the word 
of God. 

"When the Council of Zurich learn- 
ed of this, they instigated by the dis- 
position of the envious scribes and 
Pharisees, could not tolerate this, but 
Instantly caused it to be forbidden 
him. as though they had thought 
rhprehy to hinder the true progress 
of the word of the gospel. But he, 
who knew with Peter, that we must 
obey God's commands more than the 
commandments of men, had such love 
to the truth and to the young suck- 
IfaiS's on ZIoo's breasts, that no hu- 
man threats could Induce him to for- 
bear feeding them with the true food 
of the soul. Hence the envlers of the 
same apprehended him, and sent bim 
ironed from Zurich to Solothurn to 



the papists, excepting that he should 
forthwith be sent to sea or upon the 

galleys: but through the help of good 
hearted people he was there released; 
but subsequently apprehended again 
and taken to Zurich, where he was 
rigorously examined concerning his 
doctrine, and when he would in no 
wise desist from his godly purpose or 
from his faith, they showed In him, 
that th/eir decree of eighty-four years 
previous was not forgotten, neither 
had the spirit of it died of old age; 
for, according to the import of the 
same, they sentenced him from life to 
death, and hence, in the month of 
September of the aforesaid year, 
1614. for the sake of the truth he was 
beheaded as a true follower of Christ. 
Which they nevertheless would not 
acicnowledge, but pretended and per- 
suaded the common people to deoehre 
them, that he was not punished and 
put to death for his religiOQt but for 
his obsttaiacy and disobedience to the 
authorities." 

The Mirror further states (p. 1046) 
a certain letter dated July 29, IQbH at 
Zurich, gets out that the writer wag 
present at the execution of Hans Lan- 
dls: and the following extracts are 
made from the letter. 

"Hattavier Salr, witnessed the be- 
heading of Hans Landis. which I also 
still remember well, having seen it 
myself in the Wolfsstadt the whole 
transaction being as fresh in my 
recollection as though it had happen- 
ed but a few weeks aga 

Continuing, he speaks of his per- 
sonal appearance and the manner of 
his death, saying. 

"Hans Landls was a tall, stately 
person with a long black and gray 
beard and a manful voice. 
When he. cheerful and Of gOOd cour- 
age, was led out by a rope, to the 
Wolfsstadt (being the place made 
ready for his execution), the execu- 
tioner. Mr. Paull Volmar dropped the 
rope, and lifting up both of his hands 
to heaven, spoke these words: 

" 'O that God. to whom I make my 
complaint, might have compassion; 
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that you, Hans, liave come into my 

hands in this manner; forgive me, for 
God's sake, that which I must do to , 
yon.*** 

Hans Uandis comforted the execu- ] 
tioner, saying that he had already 
forgiven him: Ood would forgive him, 
too; he well knew that he had to 
execute the order of the authorities; 
he should not be afraid, and see that 
there was no hindrance in his way. 

Thereupon he was beheaded. After 
his head had been struck off, the exe- 
cutioner asked; 'Lord Balliir of the 
Empire, have I exeputed this man 
rightly according to imperial law and 
sentence?' (Otherwise it was custo- 
mary to say: 'This poor fellow*, etc.) 
as though he believed he died saved 
and rich. 

The people were of the opinion that 

the executioner by dropping the rope 
meant to indicate to Hans that be 
should run away, it was also generally 
said; that if he had run away, no one 
would have followed him. to stop him. 
So far the aforementioned extract. 

Further Statement — It is also ap- 
propriate to give here what has been 
stated to us through credible testi- 
mony, namely, that when the afore- 
mentioned Hans Landis was standing 
In the place of execution, to be put to 
death, his dear wife and children 
oame to him In mournful <nrying and 
lamentation, to take a last and final 
adieu and leave from him. But when 
he saw them he requested <hem to go 
away from him. In order that his Rood 
resolution and tranquility of heart fori 
the death awaiting him might not he| 
disturbed or taken away by their 
■weeplnp and grief; which having 
been done, and he having commended 
his soul Into the hands of Ood, the 
quickly descending stroke of the 
sword put an end to his life." 

161»_Beme the Ancient Home of the 

ShenkSt Hoffers« Banmans, Etc. 

A brother Stoffel Schenk of Rehogk 
in Switzerland, died in the Lord this 
jmr, says MAUer (p. 99). In Moravia 



and other Austrian ooimtlss in these 
early times there were many families 
that had emigrated there from Berne 
In Swttxerland. Some of the names 
in the Moravlan-Mennonite communi- 
ties that could be traced to the Emen- 
thal near Berne, in Switserlsnd were 
Gerber, Shenk, Hoffer, Schlechter, 
Bom, Amster, BaugidQ^ad others. 
Therefore as eafRr'as Oie year 1600 
the Berne district of Switzerland was 
the home of these well known now 
Laucuiiter County and eastern Penn- 
sylvania families. 

leio— Tha Holland CtomuMnt SavM 
the MannonllM flrom a Flaadaia 



This year at Aerdenhon^ In Flan- 
ders the enemies of the Mennonltes, 
principally the Romish Church, began 
a series of decrees and hardships 
against the Taofers or Hannonitsaot 
that place. 

This sad beginning would to all ap« 
pearanoe, have enlmlnated in greater 
mischief to the aforesaid people, had 
not their High Mightinesses, the 
Lords States Oeneral of the United 
Netherlands, who had received infor- 
mation of this, opposed it with a cer- 
tain mandate, whereby those who 
were the cause of sad oppression 
were prevented from proceeding with 
the execution of their aforementioned 
prohlbiton, and on the other hand, 
liberty of religion was granted to those 
that were oppressed. The contents of 
the aforementioned mandate are as 
follows: 

The States Oeneral, etc., to the Bailiff, 
Burgomasters and Judges of Aer- 

deuborgh. 

Honorable, etc.: We have learned 
with surprise, that, contrary to our 
order or resolution announced to 
Your Honor l)y our order by the 
clerk, Jan Bogaerd, you still hinder 
the members of the community eallad 
Anabaptists or Mennonltes, residing 
in Aerdenborgh and the parts under 
iU Jurisdiction, In the frsedom oC 
their assembling and the aiorelsa <A 
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their religion in Aerdenborgh, and 
trouble and oppress them, tqr prohibi- 
ting their assanbUng, tqr arrests and 
fines. 

Whereas we desire that the afore- 
said members of the community be- 
longing to the Anabaptist persuasion 
be allowed to enjoy Just as much 
freedom, with all quiteness and 
modesty, in their mind, conscience, 
assembling, and exercise of their re- 
llgioii. In Aerdenborgh as is the case 
everywhere else in the provinces, 
Cities and places of the United Neth- 
erlands, without eontradletlon or re- 
sistance.: except that you may exer- 
cise an oversight over their gather- 
ings, as fSr as they deem it well, and 
that they, to this end» may Inform you 
every time that they desire to as- 
semble. Hence we command you, to 
govern yourselves precisely in ac- 
cordance with this, to the better 
maintenance of tranquillity, peace and 
nnlty in flie aforesaid ttij; wlthont 
causing the apprehension or execution 
of the aforesaid members for any fine 
or eontrarentlons, becanse of pre- 
Tlons gatherings. Upon this we shall 
rely, and, etc. Given this first of May, 
1615, (Mirror, p. 1046 and MOller, p. 
187). 

In November 16, 1619. the Holland 
Government was compelled to repeat 
Its orders to Aerdenberg, wbo had 

not fully complied with the fbrmer 
demands, (MUUer, p. 187). 

Berne fienonnees Condoauuu 
tion to the Galleys. 

Muller states, (p. 216) that this 
year the cities of Basle, Berne and 
Schaffhausen, all promlnmit points 
in Switzerland, sent protests to the 
Zurldi government against allowing 
any Swiss cttlxens, Mennonltes or any 
others going to the Roman Galleys. 
And Berne particularly came out and 
said that the sending of the Menno- 
nltes or Weidertaufers, as tiiey called 
them, to the galleys was a punishment 

too severe and not to be longer al- 
lowed. 



1617— (irouln^en (l)utcli) Meniionlte 

Leaders Warn Their Flock 
afslnst Becoming ^erldly**. 

The Old plain mode of llTlng of tha 

Mennonltes was gradually changed 
to a more modern, finer way of living. 
The ban had been mostly abolished to- 
ward the end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. The ban compelled the Anar 
baptists to shun those not of their 
church and not hear any of their 
preaching. Nevertheless care had to 
be taken and watchfulness exercised 
in order to curb at once any possible 
derelictions; for instance. Uie presi- 
dency of the Groningen Society in the 
year 1617 had published and printed a 
warning against the "getting worldly" 
(worldly mindedness) of the fiock, 
and had the same sent to oadi con- 
gregation, (Brons, p. 149). 

1617~AbMt TiilMt Swlit ani OtlMV 
HonraltM GrntM Oat af 



Brons tells us (p. 178) that 10 years 
prior to 1617. many Swiss brethren 
bad fled into Moravia; but, that 
(quoting the Chronicler) though fully 
70.000 Swiss and other Mennonites 
were recently in Moravia, they were 
by 1617 all exteimlnsAed tiiere. Many 
of them fled to Bylvanla. 

1619— HoraTlan Henaaallcs BaTagei 

In tka TUttj Jwtf War. 

Says Afullar (p. 100), speaking of 
1619 ati(i onward. "The following 
years brought levies of war and the 
passing through the troops, and In 
1619 the horrors of the thirty years' 
war. First the soldiers of Dampierre 
ranged In Moravia, with murder and 
arson in their trial, and by them that 
year 38 brethren were slain". 

1619— Reformed Church HaTO 
IroaUe Over Their Confes- 
sion of Faith. 

Within the confines of the declara- 
tion of faith of 1619 there began con-- 
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siderable agitation among the Re- 
tormed; parties were formed that 
tried to break down these confines : 
the minds became heated, and there 
came a clash. Here there were Re- 
monstrants and Counter-Remon- 
atrants, Labadists and Soclnlans. who 
could not be held for the church and 
who began to form their own con- 
gregations. (Broni, p. 1S8>' 

llflO— HanviBBt. P«locks, Btc* 

BatekfiT MasoBttes. 
(Haaa Clerber and Shsfach Haber 

Slain.) 

In the year 1620 came the "Polocks" 
and massacred under terrible tortures 
72 bretbren. And after the battle at 
the WTiitp Mountain, the Baptists In 
Moravia were without justice or pro- 
tection, a prey to their enemies. A 
number of horrible massacres was the 
sequel. According to the records, 
there were killed on April 17th, at 
Sabatlsch, among others, a Hans 
Gaerber and a Sadrach Huber. It 
was altogether an awful, fearful, ter- 
rible Ume, yea. a time full of suffer^ 
ing, anguish and evil, and neither 
words nor pen can describe the cruel, 
barbarous tyranny and devlllshnesa In 
this diabolical war, which were In- 
flicted on our country people, on men 
and women folk, women In confine- 
ment, young boys and girls— by the 
Spaniards. Neopolitans. Walloons. 
Crabatians. Polocks and the like Im- 
perial war hordes. The Chronicle 
enumerates 234 persons of the con- 
gresatinns of the Lord who were put 
to death in these five years, (Miiller. 
p. 100). 

We call siit^cial attention here to 
the two now familiar Lancaster 
County and eastern Pennsylvania 
Oerman or Swiss names, Huber and 
Gerber or Garber. 

1624^— Devonter Fdlct against the 
Mennonites. 

In the Mirror, (p. 1047) the follow- 
ing edict is set forth under the above 
.date: 



"The magistrates of the city of 
Deventer prohibit all dtlsena and 

residents of their city; that no Men- 
nonists. etc . shall hold any secret or 
open assembly or meeting where 

preaching marriage, or any other 

exercise of religion is practiced: 
under whatever pretext the same may 
be done; on pain that tboaa who shall 
be found to practice It shall forthwith 
be banished from the country for- 
ever; and every person that shall be 
found at such a place or in the 
assembly, shall forfeit the upper gar- 
ment and twenty-five guilders in 
money; the second time, the upper 
garment and fifty guilders; the third 
time to be punished arbitrarily. And 
be that lends his house, for the pur- 
pose of holding such gatherlnga, for- 
feits a hundred guilders; the second 
time two hundred guilders; and the 
third time he shall be banished for- 
ever." 



1630— Bndolph PhlUp Famr (FM17). 

Mailer (p. 18) gives us the first 
knowledge of the Porry also called 

Ferry, and at one time called Ferree 
family of Lancaster Countj' and 
Eastern Pennsylvania. The early 
records in the Recorder's Office as 
well as Rupp the Historian, mention 
the name as "Ferree." But the Re- 
corder's records twenty-five years 
later spell the name Forrer. Whether 
the two names are IdenUcal or not we 
can not tell. The Ferreea were Hu- 
guenoU; and the Porrers were Bern- 
ese, in Switzerland. They may have 
come from the same family stock. 
The subject of the title of this sketch 
was a Forrer, prominent In- the Men- 
nonite ministry. 

"Out of the atmosphere of the 
dungeons, court rooms and council 
chambers we wander into the verdant 
Emmen Valley and stop In at the par- 
sonage of Langnau, the wooden struc- 
ture which at one time stood below 
the church, and listen to the recitals 
of the pastor with regard to him 
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troubles with the Baptists. The 
tor, Johann Rudolph Phllfp Forrer 
was born in the year 1598, became in 
1620 only tw«nty-two yean old, putor 
In Langnau. etc. He showed a leni- 
ent forbearing spirit in his dealings 
with the Baptists. His efforU to in- 
duce some of them to resume their 
church visits and attendance at the 
services were not without success." 
(HHIler. i». 18). 

1621— Mennonite Fntnflie.H ol Lang- 
nao, Switzerland. 

Ernst Mailer (p. 119) gives us the 
following list of Mennonites living at 
this time in and about Langnaii. The 
names of these Mennonlte ancestors 
of many of our present day Lancas- 
ter Coniity and eastern Pennsylvania, 
Swiss and German descendant families 
were: Fredley Baumgardner from 
Mttllbach and his wife, to whom he 
had been married ten years— also a 
Baumgardner of Dflrsriitti and his 
wife but no small children: Oswald 
grobs^ <w "rfftnt iinfl wife, married 
six years: Fred. Moritz and wife: 
Simon Blchsel or Blxler and wife; 
Oswald Ruch or Reich; Michael Stud- 
er, a powerful youth; Tkehoffen Elsi; 
Stinnis Oibbel's daughter living in the 
family of Christian Yost; Hans Utzen- 
berger'k wife; Klans Yost and wife- 
Barbara Dellenbach; Benedict Rae- 
ber's or Reber's wife; Anna Kreven- 
bnel or Grayblll; wife of Benjamin 
Baumgardner; wife of Hans Gerber 
or Garber and the wife Of Ult or Ell 
Rothiisperger. 

Among these It is not necessary to 
do more than call attention to the 
familiar eastern Pennsylvania Swiss 
names we find viz; Baumgardner; 
C^robet or BrobstTRach. Yost, Raeber 
or Reber, Kreyenbnel or Grayblll. 
Blxler, Oibbel and Garber. MQIler, 
the author, was himself a preacher in 
Langnau as he states In his title i>age | 
of his book. Langnau is a city with ' 
a i)opulation of 7,000 about 18 miles' 
directly east of Berne. In the Enunen | 



Valley, which ralley extendi from the 
northeast to the aoutheast of Berne. 

im— BfefeMl ar Bfacier Alwra Named, 

Chive Hli BeaaoBS f^r LmtIiv tie 

Befermed Chnreh. 

Forrer or Ferry, asked Simon 
Blchsel why he left his old Church and 
came to the Taufer or Mennonlte 
Church thla year. He answered that 
this is a very bad world and many 
people of the State Church in Langnau 
are corrupt He said that at the last 
"Fair", there he saw these who called 
themselves Christians and who were 
members of these worldly churches, in 
the upper tavern, clubbing eacdi other 
and cursing and swearing — even the 
young boys — that the young people of 
those churches dance and are gay, and 
reckless and so are the older people 
— that they "sauffen and fressen", that 
is eat and drink to excess and are not 
Godly minded. FVnry then asked him, 
"If God staid among sinners, why 
could your people not do it too?" This 
he did not answer, (lidller, p. 121). 

1621 — Ull or Ulrich Baumgardner 
cures Hli Beasons for Beliif 
m Memtnlta. 



Porry then tells us he asked Baum- 
gardner, also, why he is a Taufer. He 
1 answered that the State Church is* full 
of wickedness. Baumgardner lived In 
Dursrutti, In Switzerland and some of 
the Batimgardners live there today; 
but they belong to the State Church. 
In March, 1921, Michael Miller. Daniel 
Stroedel and Forry went on a journey 
to make converts bade to the State 
Church, and took a New Testament 
along so that if the Mennonites would 
question them, they could answer by 
Scripture. Miller was the best scholar 
and he was sent to Baumgardner to 
argue the religious stand that Baum- 
gardner took. Miller, Stroedel and 
Forry belonged to the Reformed 
Church. These men argued upon the 
right way to be saved, but each held 
his own opinion. Mlller made some 
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converts away from the Monnonite 
faith, but not many. Ulrich Baum- 
gBTdner was a very atrong teacher 
among the MeiuioiiIteB» (MflUer, 122). 

Helitela Balers Ckaapkn tte 
MeanenMes. 

In Froderlokstadt in Holstein, the 
ruler took up the Mennonite side 
about 1621 A colony of Holland Meo- 
nonites moved over to Holstein (Ger- 
many) and had permission to build a 
town there and they called the town 
Prederickstein. The town had a com- 
plete Holland appearance. These Men- 
nonites built a dyke to keep out the 
sea about this town. They lived quiet- 
ly, attended to work and were good 
cltizenB. They kept no writings, 
(Brons, 265). 



1621— Holstein Meunonites Ghen Lib- 

erty^of Cmmkmf, 

Theee Holstein Mennonltes soon be- 
came famous cattle raisers. Many 
others came to them, and soon they 
were all granted liberty of conscience. 
They were allowed to testify on "Yea" 
and "Nay". And when this privilege 
was once granted, every Duke there- 
after renewed it This was one of the 
first places in the world where the 
Mennonltes were equal to every other 
class. The Government ever recog- 
nized their preachers. Preachers came 
to this congregation from Hamburg 
and from other parts of the Palati- 
nate, (Brons, 265). 

im— JohB PMUp Badolffe Fony's 
Efforts near Benie^ Swltserbind. 

We have shown that Pastor Forry of 

the Reformed Church at Langnau 
about 16 miles east of Berne, was 
exerting great seal in 1620 (the time 
the Mayflower reached Massachusetts) 
to stop the Mennonite growtii. His 
arguments with them in the Langnau 
debates in 1621 he had printed in a 
work called. "What Was Discussed 
Answering the Taufers in the Church 
and Parish of Langnau in 1621". This 
work may be found today in the BapU 



Bible Archives of the Historical So- 
ciety of Canton, Berne, No. 12-2, (lifll- 
ler, p. 119). 

The same author says at same page, 
"Forrer, soon after his promotion to 
the pastorate of Langnau, had heard 
of the Baptists there "that they 
through wrong and perverted zeal did 
absent themselves tnm Christian 
Church attendance and hearing the 
sermons, and held themselves aloof". 
He determined to seek an opportunity 
to do his duty in this matter, because 
the sect was Increasing from day to 
day. and had many secret adherents 
and protectors, particularly because 
"they are mightily connected among 
each other". 

He goes on and says with horror, 
"Some of them are living together in 
matrimony without attending church 
as Christans should, aud have big un- 
baptlsed children, and finally tho 
Fatherland, too is (in the great, dang- 
erous war expeditions of these times) 
m danger, that the "enemy will beat 
our head full". 

Forrer, thereupon brought his re- 
quest under extensive or elaborate 
reasoning la Ckid's name to the atten- 
tion of the Churdh tribunal. February 
21, 1621, with the plea, "no one should 
attribate ilatoter motives to Um, evaa 
if it were to concern his owa**. 



IMS— KlBff SlfSMaad CamplalBs Tkat 
fhe Heaaaaltes Da Nat Taka Oafhi. 

This year, Slgsmund, a petty kinp: In 
Germany or Poland, complained that 
the Mennonites were given the privi- 
leges of subjects without taking oaths. 
He insisted that, at least they should 
make oath of allegiance to him. The 
town of Bbliag particularly eoatained 
large numbers of Mennonltes. But 
his order had no effect. The Menno- 
nites continued to prosper. In 1681 
I some of them got a privilege to beshi 
the silk business. Yost Van Kampen 
carried it on. His father and grand- 
I father had similarly done so before In 
Elbtng. Another Mennonite. Zachariah 
iJonsen also obtained a Ucenee to 
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carry on the wine buBinesB. These 
were considered rare privileges to be 
granted to persons who would not 
take an oath €i allegiance to the Got- 
renment (Brtma. i». 256.) 

1€87— Bohemian Mennontt^s Xtfge 
with Kefornied Church. 
This year at a synod at Ostarz, the 
Bohemian brethren or Mennonltea 

were swallowed up by the Reformed 
Churchmen, who were very strong 
there. 80 they united with them rath- 
er than to continue to struggle against 
them. This ended their existence as 
Bohemian Taufers. This happened 
daring the struggle of the 30 years 
war lasting from 1618 to 1648, (MUl- 
ler. p. 65). 

1629— More Iroable for Ulrich Baum. 
gaviMT af iMffMMb 

September 25th. of this year Ulrich 
Baumgardner was arrested in the 
evening aid taken to Trachtelwald and 
held nntil the beginning of October. 
Then Octoher 6th, he was taken to 
Brene. As they were taking him along 
the road he told them God would aend 
a great punishment upon them and a 
little later In the day, at sundown, a 
great blazing and hissing meteor 
ahot through the air and all became 
terrified: but nothing more happened. 
December 2nd, he was put on the 
rack beeanae he would not divulge the 
names of the Mennonite leaders of 
the Langnau district David Amman, 
Herr Heinberg, Court Clerk, George 
Langhams and Jacob Fenner of the 
Reformed Church had charge of his 
torture, aud they quoted scriptures to 
him to prove to him that the word of 
God required him to disclose the 
namea. When that failed, they used 
the rack to convince him that he 
ahould tell. But he refused. 

About the same time a Benedict 
Baumgardner composed a Mennonite 
Hymn. It appeared in a tew yeara In 
three different versions and was a 
pretty general use among the Swiss 
Tauten* (MUlar, p. 121). 

I aat thla out becauae the name 



Baumgardner has played a large part 
in the business world of Baatem 
Pennsylvania, particularly in Lancaa- 
ter, and Dauphin Counties, etc. We 
find them here, at early dates 

lM»-XaM«nlte Exedna Into Hu- 

We remember that in 1622 the Men- 
nonltea were driven out of Moravia by 

the Cardinal of Dletrlchsteln under 
order from King Ferdinand II. In 
October out of 24 vtllageB began the 
exodus. They went to Hungary and 
Sylvania; but here also they were 
harassed. The Turks and the Tartars 
came and carried away 26 peoplOr 
among them a family of youn? glrla 
named Gerber. While in Hungary 
they elected two miniBtere whoae 
names have come down to us and are 
familiar today — George Gaul and 
Hans or John Albrecht. These two 
men w ^re Swiss tco, just the same as 
most of the exiles who first went to 
Moravia from Zurich and Berne and 
other Swlaa towna. and then went 
from Moravia to Hungary. We may 
pause her to note that Caesar speaks 
of Oaul in hla "Helvetian War**: and 
thus It is not remarkable that "Gaul" 
should be the surname of some Swiss 
families. Here in Lancaster County 
we have the Qolla. the Galls and 
others perhaps modifications of old 
Swiss ancestral names, (MUller, p. 
101). 

16S2— Myers— Egli— Bender and Other 
Swiss ITamai. 

We have called attention to tho 

familiar namea of Gprbnr. Gnul and 
Albright, in their ancient evironmenta 
of nearly SOO yeara ago. So too, now 
other common enstfrn Pennsylvania 
names were found in Switzerland and 
the Countriea that became aayluma 
for them about the same time — most 
of them Mennonite leaders then and 
likewise pUIara of that church now 
hear at home. 

In 1632 there appear such Swiss aa 
Hana Myer and Hana Bgll, mentioned 
by Jacob Bmaler^-alao Andreaa Ben- 
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der, sicklemaker. They were elected 
deacons and ministers of the early 
MennoDltM. They were found in 
Hungary, too, refugees from Switzer- 
land. Between the kings and the people 
and fhe Turks they had a hard lite. 
•The Turkish War of 1665 nearly 
-Wiped out entirely the congregations 
•«f Mennonitee in Hungary, (Mtiller, p. 
101). 

1182 — The Dortrecht and Earlier 
Menaonlte Confessloas ef Faith. 

This was a jubilee year in the 
history of the Meunpnite cult. Their 
first great confession of Faith or 
Creed was completed and issued to 
the world from Dortrecht, Holland on 
Jlpril 21st. 

This was not the first confession of 
Faith of this people. At Amsterdam, 
September 27, 1627, a code of "Spiri- 
tual Instmetlon" Which was vlrtttally 
a primitive confession of faith, was 
drawn up. It was more nearly a 
prlmltlre catechism — ^In the form of 
Questions and answers. 

There was also another confession 
drawn up at Amsterdam, October 7. 
1680, taking up belief in God and the 
proper manner of living. At the end 
of this confession it is recited that it 
was done by the "undersigned min- 
isters, teachers and elders of the 
United Friesic and High German 
Churches" for themselves, as well as 
their fellow-brethren and strangers 
assembled at Amsterdam— subscribed 
to by the fourteen persons, heads of 
the church for them and for all the 
churches whom they were sent to 
represent. The "P'rlesic" churches 
were those of Friesland, Holland. 
. Then came the Dortrecht Confessltm 
of 1632. This work takes up: 

I. God and the Creation. 

II. The Fall of Man. This sets 
forth the belief that man by the "fall" 
became ruiripd, separated and estrang- 
ed from God and that ail would have 
been eternally lost had not Ood made 
provision otherwise. 

III. The Restoration Through Christ. 



Here is set forth a belief in the fore- 
ordlnatlon of salvation through Christ 
nr. The Coming of Christ Here 
they say that the word at tha proper 
time was made flesh. 

V. The Law of Christ L e., the 
(ioly Gospel. Here it Is confessed 
that before ascension, Christ insti- 
tuted his New Testament and sealed 
the same and left it to the diadples. 

VI. Repentance and Reformation of 
Life. Here it is declared that the 
imaginations tA all men's hearts are 
evil and that faith and repentance are 
necessary to all. 

Vn. Holy Baptism. Here they set 
forth that there can be no effeotlTe 
baptism, before years of understand- 
ing are reached. Only penitent be- 
lieTers may be baptised. This was 
one of the chief beliefs that brought 
thousands and hundreds of thousands 
of these people Into torture and 
deaUi through perhaps 500 years. 

VIII. The Church of Christ Here 
Is set forth, belief in the "visible 
church," vis: those who repent and 
are baptized. They alone are the 
"chosen royal priesthood." 

IX. Election and Office of Teach- 
ers, Deacons and Deaconesses. "Christ 
instituted offices and ordinances and 
gave himself as the chief shepherd 
and bishop of our souls." He pro- 
vided ministers, apostles, evangeHsts, 
pastors and teachers, whom through 
the Holy Ghost he had chosen and 
such he meant should be continued 
successively. Also that honorable 
aged widows should be chosen dea- 
conesses. 

X. The Holy Supper. This is an 
ordinance in "remembrance of him." 
It is not his actual body and blood. 

XL Washing of Feet. This Is ad- 
monished to be literally done, as a 
mark of humility. 

XII. The State of Matrimony. This 
shall be only between free believing 
persons. A churchman is not to marry 
any one not ^ ihe churdi. 

xril. Secular Authority of Officers. 
Here it is distinctly taught that secu- 
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lar authority and government and 
ciTfl officers are liMlRuled >b7 Ood 

and are to be obeyed by all; that no 
one must despise or revile officers of 
government, but honor them: must 
taltbtnlly pay taxes and customs* all 
must prny for them and for the pros^ 
perity of the country. 

This Is Important to nottee becanse 
a more or less false notion pervalls 
that these ppople oppose government 
and decay it. This is not the fact. 
Certain brances of them do not take 
part In the operations of government; 
but they all heed it and support it 

XIV. Revenge. It It admonished 
there must b*- no retaliation. 

XV. Swearing of Oaths. Here it 
ts required that swearing of oaths is 
abolished hf the Savior and that there 
shall be no more than the sanction of 
"Yea" and "Nay" to any statement- 

XVI. Eceleslastieal Ban. Those 
who violate the church law must be 
separated from it and purged out of 
It reproved before all. This is for 
example to others. But on amend* 
ment they may be re-admltted. 

XVII. Shunning the Separated. 
Here It Is argued that those Vho per- 
sist on being wicked sejiarate them- 
selves from God and must be held 
separate from God's people and must 
be shunned. Yet if the shunned be 
needy, thirsty, hungry and sick he 
must be ministered unto. This shun- 
ning Is without distinction and ex- 
tends to members of the fnmly. 

XVIII. Resurrection and Last Judg- 
ment Belief that all who have died 
shall awaken at the last day Is as- 
serted, and they with those who are 
then living shall be changed in the 
twinkling of an eye. 

The confession Is then concluded 
by the statement that this was done 
to the United Churches In the City of 
Dortrecht, the 21st day of April, 1632. 

It was signed by delegates, from, 
Dortrecht, a dtjr now of 33.00 people 
about 30 miles southeast of the 
famous Hague; delegates from Mid- 
dleburg, now a city of 17,000 on the | 



almost extreme southwest corner of 
Holland; delegates from Vllsslngen, 

now called Flushing, only a couple of 
miles from the last place, a town of 
13.000 people; delegates from Amster- 
dam now containglng 400,000 people, 
the groat Dutch City on the Znyder 
Zee, and among these delegates were 
DaTid ter Haer. Peter Slngel, ToUm 
Govertzs. Peter Moyer and Abraham 
Dirks; delegates from Haerlem, a dty 
of 50,000. about 15 miles directly west 
of Amsterdam; delegates from Bom- 
mel, a small place: from Rotterdam, 
a city of 200.000 people, about 20 miles 
southwest of the Hague, among whose 
delegates were Shoenmacher and 
Michaels: delegates from the upper 
parts of the County: from Krevelt 
(Crefeld) in Westphalia, Germanr, 
near the Holland boundary, one of 
whose delegates was the famous Her- 
man Updegroff; delegates from Zee- 
land, among whom was Comellna 
Moir (Myers) ; delegates from Schle- 
dan: from Leyden, Holland, 22 miles 
southwest of Amsterdam: from Black« 
ziel: from Zierlczee; from Gorcum; 
from Aunhum and from Utrecht 
Utrecht has 40.000 people and Is about 
15 miles south of Amsterdam. 

Most of these places are in Holland 
and most of the Churches assembled 
and represented were Holland Men- 
nonite Churches, but the western 
borders of Germany were also rep- 
resented, (Mirror, p. 36). 

The prominent fact Is, however, 
that at this time and at this gather- 
in? In Dortrecht, the Mennonlte 
Church tnok on its creat constitution 
and laid the general foundation oC Ita 
doctrine and has been. In the main, the 
model of the churdi as In later years 
it spread to other countries an(! prew 
in strength and numbers, until this 
day. 

There Is only one thing of Impor- 
tance to add to the above, and that 
Is that this Dortrecht confession of 

Faith, as the foundation of the Men- 
nonlte Church, wa« in 1727 translated 
into German and Euglish and adopted 
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In America In 1727. by a conference of 
15 Mennonite ministers of Sklppack. 
and Conestoga, here In Pennsylvania, 
among whom were Hans Burkholder, 
Christian Herr, Benedict Brackblll, 
Martin Baer of our county and others. 
And thus was planted hero among ua 
almost a hundred years after Its 
adoption in Holland, the same con- 
fession of Mennonite faltli that guided 
the futhert for centnrlee. (MUler. 
86S). 

lOS— The Mennonites of Alsace Join 
IB Dertndit ConfeMloB. 

Soon after the Dortrecht confession 
was signed, the faithful of other sec- 
tlona Joined In It also. Throughout 
jUgace — Lorraine the churches ap- 
proved It. By 1660 thousands of the 
Huguenots embraced It. The Palati- 
nate alBO received It both before and 
after the great Swiss inimlpratlon of 
1671. Among the prominent Swiss 
who signed It there were Jacob Schne- 
beli and Rudolph Egll. So .too, the 
Schmidts. Scheiders. Frlcks and others 
signed. (Miiller. p. 195). 

I«t4— The Palatinate Comes Into Be- 

ligioas Prominence. 

A writer about 1709 at the time of 
the German Exodus into England, 
aald, "The poor Palatines who are ob- 
jects of our present cl.arlty inhabi- 
tated lately a principality in Germany 
called the Palatinate, which is divided 
Into the Upper and Lower Palati- 
nate. The Upper belougs to the Duke 
of Bavaria and the Lower to Count 
Palatine of the Rhine. It takes its 
name from the Count Palatine, who 
formerly owned the whole and admin- 
istered justice In the Bmperor's name. 
The city of Phlllpsburg was first the 
chief city of the Palatinate. It was 
in the upper part on the Rhine river. 
*lt was taken six times; by the Imper- 
ialists In 163;!: by the Swedes in 
1634; by the Imperialists in 1636; by 
the Prince of Conde In 1644; by the 
Germans In 1676; and by the Dau- 



phlne In 1688; but It was restored to 
the Empire by the Treaty of Rya- 
wlck." (Palatinate Refugees In Eng- 
land, p. 26). Into this Palatinate, 
therefore, as early as 1634 and earlier 
the persecuted Mennonites of Swltser- 
land flocked because the Count Pala- 
tine allowed much freedom of re- 
ligious thought and practice. 
16S»— A Kew FersecatisB of Meano- 
■Mes ahoiC Ziifleh. 

After the execution of Hans Landls 

In 1614, the persecutions in Switzer- 
land died out for about 20 years. But 
in 1635 the old hatred against the 
non-reslstlng sect of Christians broke 
out afresh from the Reformed Church, 
and then the Sute Church in Switz- 
erland. This persecution led by the 
ZwingUans was not new; because in 
1525 Zwingll himself pronounced de- 
crees against them— over 100 yean 
before the persecutions of 1686. 

The cause of the persecution was 
the conversion of a rich and influen- 
tial dtisen of Zurich named Henry 

F . He was chosen ensign and 

requested to serve as an officer in the 
army. But being a believer in the 
Mennonite or Baptist faith he refused 
to perform military duty and Instead 
entered the Baptist convent. Thia 
enraged the Gtovemment against the 
Mennonites. 

A mandate was issued from Zurich 
that all must attend the State Church 
—the Reformed Church— or lose their 
liberty. They refused and toward the 
end of 1635 many of them were ar- 
rested and also Imprisoned. Many 
broke Jail; but the prominent ones re- 
mained confined. Rudolph Egll, Uhli 
Schmidt and Hans Miiller. They were 
let out on a month's probation; but 
not willing to yield their faith, were 
put back again, (.Mirror, p. 1049). 

16S^Fregres8 of the New Swiss 

Persecutions. 

This year in August and September 
and In the beginning of 1637. nearly 
all the Taufer or MenQonite brethrea 
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and sisters of Switzerland, but prin- 
dptlly in Zurich, were summoned be- 
fore the political authorities as well 
as before certain ecclesiastical au- 
thorities, whom the Government dtie- 
gated for the purpose. 

First they were summoned to the 
Castles of Wadlschwyl on Lake Zu- 
rich: of Knownnn about twenty milee 
■outh of Zurich; and of Groenigen, 20 
miles east of Zurich, and compelled to 
give their names, surnames, resi- 
dMices, ases, ancestry* etc., so that 
they could be watched. 

A second time they were summoned 
to the same place and ordered to at- 
tend the Reformed services. 
They were next summoned to Zurich 
(especially all leaders) and command- 
ed to give up their views and cease 
teaching their beliefs as to infant bap- 
tism, the Lord's supper and the dis- 
cipline of ex-communication. 

A fourth time they were compelled 
to appear as under arrest and give 
complete inventories of their proper- 
ties and estates, especially all mov- 
able property, and cautioned not to 
dispose of any of It. After having all 
their propert}- registered they were 
placed under arrest 

A fifth time they were sent for and 
brought to the castles and given the 
alternative of attending the Reformed 
Church or being lodged In Jail. They 
begged permission fo Ipavp the coun- 
try With their goods. This was re- 
fused. (Mirror, p. 1050). 

MdUer (p. 70) gives substantially 
fhe same account, except that ho tells 
vs that a commission of Reformed 
Church-men rode about on horseback 
to the various towns and sought out 
the Mennonites and had them sent tn 
the Castles to be intimidated out of 
their religkm, etc. 

llt7-.Bnbaan, LMdlses tad Bgles 
im Ztfleh Jafls. 

In 1637 a perfect swarm of beadles. 

bailiffs and sheriffs were sent 
throughout all Zurich to spy out Men- 



nonites and apprehend them. The 
fire of persecution was now raging. 

Without ceremony they entered 
houses of believers, took whatever 
they wanted and abused women and 
children. Scores of men they im- 
prisoned among criminals. A damp 
prison at Othenbach was the worst 
place. 

Of those captured were Jacob Rus- 

terholti and Peter Brubach or Bru- 
bacher of Wadlschwyl; also a Hans 
Landis (the second) a minister of 
the Church of Horgerburg and his 
daughter Margaret Landis. She re- 
mained in Othenbach prison about 60 
weeks. While they were in prison 
the authorities sold all of their prop- 
erty for 7000 guilders. 

Rudolph Egly was again imprisoned 
at Zurich, his children driven out of 
the house, the house destrc^ed and 
everything conlls<»ted to the Ck>vem- 
ment, (Mirror, 1051). 

These facts were written up by Mar- 
tin Meyli, a Mennonite historian, who 
himself passed through these tortures 
of 16.35 to 1060 and wrote of personal 
knowledge. He Is quoted by the Mir- 
ror also. 

1617— Tke Meylls* Myites or Meiteu 
Men 

The ancient European home of the 

Meilins now Mylins, seems, to have 
been in the Canton of Zurich. Mr. 
Schnebeli. a present day Swiss his- 
torian tells us this. There was a 
Claes Meiliss in Holland in 1542 (Mir- 
ror, p. 448), and a Peter Von der 
Mdulin in Ghent in 1564 (Do.. 640). 
Whetht^r they were the same family 
as the Meilins, we can not tell. 

Reliable history of the ancestry of 
our present Lancaster County Swiss 
Mylins exists from 1637. In the Kno— 
now Bailiwick in Switserlsnd the 
persecution raged; and aged Hans 
Meyli, a Mennonite minister was im- 
prisoned that year. They also took 
his son Martin's wife. She was Im- 
prisoned a long time nt Ottemhach, 
about 8 miles southwest of Zurich 
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and treated severely. Thejr took all 

of the elder Mylln's property. About 
a year later they caught two of Hans 
Ifeyll't aou* Martin and Hana, Jr. 
and imprisoned them at Zurtdi where 

they were held In chains and hand- 
cuffs. 

Their children (grandchildren of 
Hans Meyll, Sr.) as poor forsaken or- 
phans wpre init out amonR strangers. 
Oue of these, Martlu by name, a son 
of Hans Meyll, Jr. sod a nephew of 
Martin, the Swiss historian cited by 
the Mirror was one of the band of pio- 
neer settlers of Lancaster County in 
1710 on Pequea Creek, ( Mirror, p. 
1052 and Rupp. p. 74). 

16t»— Hans Uerr, Lancaster GoMly 

Pioneer Bonu 

This year, Hans Herr. leader of the 
Pioneer band of Lancaster County, 
which settled near Willow Street In 
West Lampeter Township, Pennsyl- 
vania, was born on September 17, 
near Zurich. He died In 1725 and 
was buried in the Cemetery of the 
Brick Mennonite Church just east of 
Willow Street (Herr Genealogy, p. 

1). 

Fallowing the title page of the Herr 

Genealogy occurs the statement: 

"The race of Herr descended from 
a ^ery ancient family;— is free that is 
to say , of noble origin;— likewise 
from time immemorial its knights 
were brave and worthy — possessing 
In Sehwaben vast and rich estate, the 
name which was called and written, 
Herr von Bllried. The father of the 
race was called the Schwablsh Knight 
Hugo, the Herr or Lord of Bllried. 

In the year 1009 flourished and was 
known to all, the family from whom 
that of Herr is descended. Bat In the 
fifteenth century several of the race 
resigned their nobility and settle l as 
Citizens. They, however, retained 
their noble name and their coat of 
arms, and in the year 1593 John Herr 
as Lord of Bilried obtained from the 
Emperor Ferdinand In Bchwablah 



Hall, a written testimonial prori&ir 

for his flourishing family their coat 
of arms, their free and noble descent 
and the possession of their race to 
the latest generation; and the ooatof 
arms yet rightly belongs to the pres- 
ent living family of Herr. 

E. B. VIEN. 
Recorded In the Register of Noble 
Families, with their coat of Arms, 
Book 5, page 2r)8. 

1639— Barbara and EUsabeth Meylia 

and Others Snlfer for Their Faith. 

The Mirror (p. 1053) relates that 
this year Barbara and Bllsabeth My- 

Un and two other sisters In the faith, 
Ottlla Mulerin and Barbara Kolbin 
suffered tor their IMth. They were 
not executed, however, for they man- 
aged to escape from the prison of Ot- 
tenbacb, the location of which town 
we have mentioned.' Th^ were also 
relatives of the aged Hans Mylln. 

16l»-Anether Hans Miiller of 

tan Znrlch, Snffers. 

We have set out the troubles of a 
Hans Miiller of Medikon, Switzerland 
under date of 1529 (See 8apra., p. 34). 
More than one hundred years later 
the name Miiller again comes into 
prominence, through persecution in 
cruel Switzerland. The aulferer again 
is a 'Hans" Miiller. 

The Mirror under date of 1635 (p. 
1050) refers to this pillar of faith as 
defending the "poor fund" of the 
Chiirrh. which they tried to make 
him give up. His home was in Griin- 
ingen, abont 12 miles southeast of 
Zurich. He was released but 4 years 
later was again imprisoned, viz: In 
1639. He was a powerful factor in the 
Mennonite Church and so sealoua 
were the officers to find him a second 
time, that like ravening wolves they 
ran through his neighbors' houses to 
find him. He had escaped from his 
house and when they came to it and 
broke it open and found he was gone, 
thtf broke open cheats and drawers 
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and took all the property they could 
get They threatened bis Utile chil- 
dren with bare swords that • they 
would kill them if they did not re- 
veal his whereabouts. They took his 
Wife and put her bound In the loatb- 
some Ottenbach prison. Then a pro- 
clamation was announced in the Re- 
formed cbnrdies of Znrlcb, that no 
one would be allowed to lodge or give 
food or drink to Hans MQller, from 
the Oroeningen Bailiwick under se- 
vere penalty. 

Then they deceived him and sent 
abroad a proclamation that he would 
be allowed a three weeks' safe con- 
duct to argue with him. If he came 
forth. He trusted this and went to 
the convent specified to discuss the 
matter but as he was about to leave 
he was arrested in breach of faith 
and taken to Ottenbach; imprisoned 
60 weeks.. of which he spent 16 weeks 
in chains. (Mirror, p. 1053). 

As to the Miillers, Zurich always 
had and now has many "MNHler** (Mil- 
lers). Mr. Schnebell says a branch 
of the Miillers came in the early times 
from Zurich; but the Miillers were 
early distributed in Berne and In 
Qermany and elsewhere. However, 
he says the whole Canton of Zurich is 
full of MlQlIers. Among the dead in 
the battle of Kappel in Affaltern. 
Canton of Znrlcb. where Zwingli was 
killed on October 11, ir,:;i. wcw found 
nine Miillers, from Wipkengen. ZolU- 
kon. Knnnach. Thalvll. AfTaltem. 
Lzattiken, Hetlingen, Wetzekon and 
Gollikon, all in Switzerland. Mr. 
SchnebeU say that the MOllers have 
always held prominent offices, did 
valiant and distinguished services for 
the state at home and abroad, and 
produced many able statesmen, such 
as .Miiller of Friedberg, of St. Gallen, 
and the historian Mflller. of Schair- 
hausen. He says, also, that the Presi- 
dent of Switzerland in 1909 was a 
Mflller. 

16M— Tie Amm, Egles, Snyders, 
Weberg aad Zehaitfi Siffer. 

It is perhaps known to all that our 
Amish brethren are so called because 



they followed a dissenting Mentionite 
named Aman, in Europe. In 1639 we 
And that Burkhard Aman who lived 
by the border of Lake Zurich, was 
arrested for liis faith, taken to Zurich 
and condemned and then taken to the 
Ottenbach prison where so many 
Mennonites sulfered. But his year in. 
prison was so cruel that he became 
ill and shortly after his release died. 
The Amish abound in Lancaster 
County and other southeastern Penn- 
sylvania sections. (Mirror, p. 1054). 

The same year Jacob Egle of 
Gruniugeu district, near Zurich as we 
have before stated, was arrested and 
after a short trial at Zurich was im- 
prisoned in the Ottenbach dungeon, 
during a year and a half. He was so 
miserably treated that he died in 
prison, rather than give up his faith, 
(Do.). 

The same year George Weber, an ,/ 

old man of Kiburg, a city 1') miles 
southeast of Zurich on a branch of 
the Rhine, was arrested for his faith, 
and taken to Ottenbach dungeon and 
fed on bread and water He also be- 
came 8ick and died soon after his re- 
lease. Besides being Imprisoned, both 
Egli and Weber were sentenced to 
pay 500 guilders annually as fine to 
the authorities, which if not paid was 
to be levied on their property until it 
was all consumed; unless they gave 
up their religion, (Do.). 

Webers and the modern Weavers 
are very numerous i n Liancaster 
County. They first located here about ' 
1711, just 200 years ago. Hans Welier 
having bought the Rudolph Buudeiy 
tract containing S30 acres, forming 
the north-eastern section of the orlgl* 
nal settlement of 64oo acres In our 
country, (See map following page 75, 
Vol. XIT, Lancaster County Historical 
Society. Reports or appendix, to said 
volume). 

The same year UlU Snyder from 
Wadischwyl, about ten miles south- 
east of Zurich on the south side of 
Lake Zurich and four miles beyond 
Horgen suffered imprisonment heranse 
of his faith. They tortured him to 
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eoii\pel him to embrace the Common 

or Reformed mode of worship. He 
died steadfast in jaii, (Do., 1055). 

The same year Stephen Zander of 
the Mennonlte Church at Knouow was 
Imprisoned in a damp cellar of the 
Ottenbach Jail and so treated that he 
died of exposure and hardship, (Do.). 

The above we all recognize as com- 
mon Lancaster. York, Berks and Lei)- 
anon county names. The item seems 
to show that while It Is ordinarily 
said that the forefathers of this sec- 
tlon of Pennssrlvanla are of German 
descent, that such tradition Is not 
Strictly accurate. They are originally 
Swiss. Many of our ancestors, how- 
f'vpr. wpro pushed by prosecution from 
Switzerland into Germany and par- 
tienlarly into the Palatinate on the 
Rhine and lived there some years, 
migrating from that place to Eastern 
Pennsylvania. 



188>~The Hess Family 
History. 



Id 



Here we have one of the earliest 
notices of the Hess family also numer- 
o«s In this county and in southeastern 

Pennsylvania and from Pennsylvania 
distributed far and wide — numerous in 
the Virginias, in the middle West, 

many of them in Chicago and in sec- 
tions beyond as well. 

The Mirror (p. 1056) notes Hans or 
John Jacob Hess in 1G39 as a Minister 

of the Mfnnonite Church in Switzer- 
land, and earlier. The account states 

that he was arrested and imprisoned 

three times, first in 1637. The third 
imprisonment lasted 88 weeks. But 
he. with others escaped. The account 
says that he was stripped and confined 
in prison, in chains 16 weeks with 
fellow prisoners.' While he was in 
Jail they arrested and Imprisoned his 
wife for her religion, In the Ottenbach 
dungeon. There she got consump- 
tion and died after 88 weeks Incarcer- 
ation. (Da. 1056). 

The account also states that the 
property of Jacob Hess was seized and 
sold hy the authorities and sold for 



4000 guilders without giving any of it 

baclc. A guilder is worth 40 cents in 
our money. Thus they took $1600 
from this man. The exact home of 
the Hess family mentioned is not 
shown: but it was in the Canton of 
Zurich somewhere. 

1689 — Metherlnnd Intercedes for the 
Swiss Menonnites. 

It must not be concluded that the 
Mennonites had no friends and helpers 
during these awful days. The perse- 
cution against them in Holland whch 
raged 100 years earlier had cooled and 

thpy were held In favor there long 
before 1639. In the Mennouite Ar- 
chives of Zurich there Is an extract of 
the event of rhurrh affairs from 
to 43; and also similar matter in the 
Bern Archives. Casper Suter of the 
Mennonlte Church kept these records. 

Holland sent a rommission to Zurich 
inquiring about these matters and 
stated that reports in Holland were to 
the effect that 20 people were being 
cruelly treated and imprisoned in Ot- 
tenbach — that some of them are sup- 
posed to be subjects of Holland; and 
that they remonstrate in a friendly 
way for all of them; but insist on tiie 
release of any Dutch subjects that 
may be imprisoned. There are reports 
by Ottibus also about these matters. 
Other inquiries were made later by 
Berne, of Zurich asking how they 
treat Mennonites. We shall see, how- 
ever, that a little later Berne besan a 
series of persecutions as fierce as 
those of Zurich. (Milller, p. 166). 

18S9— Zurich Tries to Kxpiuin and 
Apologfaie to the World for the 
Trsateeiit of tiM Men*> 
■Ites. 

This apology was issued in 1639. 
and was called out by the fact that the 
cruelties inflicted by Zurich moved a 
large part of Europe to protest Hol- 
lanrl lead the protests. The Swigs 
authorities, incited by "the so called 
Reformed Church" to which the 
officers of the government beloBfed» 
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gave as their chief eziiaies tor tor- 
taring the Mennonites the following 

reasons. That "they separated them- 
selves from the obedience which they 
owed to the Chrletlan Chardi"; that 
they refused tn allow baptism to be 
performed upon little children which 
endangered their salvation; that they 
would not help defend the govern- 
ment against its enemlee; and that 
they were disot}edient to the authori- 
ties, reftislng to help support the 
government and obey its laws. This 
apology was intended to influence the 
nations to believe that Zurich and in- 
deed the whole of Swttserland was 
compelled to take the measures they 
did, for the alleged reason that the 
foundation of the government was en- 
dangered by these Taufers or Menno- 
nites and the established religion In 
danger, (Mirror, 1056). 

— liepljr of the Swiss Mennonites 
to the Zarkh Manifesto. 

The Mennonites of Switserland im- 
mediately made reply to the apologiea 

and explanations of the government 
officials and Reformed churchmen 
against them. 

As to separation from the Christian 
Chnrrh, they said this is not a fact, 
but that they adhere and always have 
adhered to the pure Word of Gtod, and 
for this reason eonld not possibly be 
members of the Keformed Church, 
their dilef perseeutor now. They say 
also that the original leaders of the 
Reformed Church held the same 
views as the Mennonites still hold, 
when th^ wero both persecuted by 
the Catholic Church: but that now the 
Reformed churchmen have entirely 
drifted away from the old beliefs 
while the Mennonites have atill held 
on to them. 

They then tatce up the subject of 
baptfem and show that originally the 
founders of the Reformed Church 
held the same view the Anabaptists or 
Mennonites now hold. They cited 
Zwini^l himself and Baltser Hnhmor 



or HufEmeler, saying that at a confer* 
ence In the Graef in 1623 they, as 
founders of the Reformed Church 
declared that infants should not be 
baptised; and that ZwingU made this 
the 18th Canon In his Book of Articles. 
The same, they say, was held by 
Oecolampadius in a letter to said 
Huifmeier or Hpbmor. Thejr declare 
that Sebasltan Hoffmeyster, an early 
Reformed Church preacher wrote to 
Hupmeir and said that at a council 
at Schaffhausen that infants must not 
be baptized. These are all Reformed 
founders. Schaffhausen is a city of 
12000 population about 20 miles north 
from Zurich. 

They also cited that Christopher 
Hogendorf, Cellarius, both Reformed 
fathers, and the early Reformed 
Church preachers at Strassburg, Ger- 
many; Wolfgang Uapito, Cester 
Hedio, Mathew Zell and others agree 
In this writing that originally Oiere 
was no infant baptism. 

Concerning war or retaliation, they 
say that Lutherans who in the begin- 
riing were Calvinlstic Reformed and 
the Reformed churchmen or Zwing- 
llans, in -the beginning believed the 
same as do the Mennonites. Among the 
earliest were Andrew Carlstadt who 
In his book dated 1524 wrote that war 
is against Ood's law and must not be 
entered upon. They also cited Luther 
in the twenty-second article or a tract 
written by him in 1620, explaining 
why he burnt the "pope's books" as 
follows: Because he (the pope) 
teaches that it is right for a Christian 
to defend himself with violence 
against violence contrary to lAitthew 
5:40. 

They show that In a tract printed 
at Wittenberg in 1522 it Is set forth 
that Luther taught opposition to all 
war and against suits at law. They 
concluded that Luther believed these 
views until he was "Seduced to 
another belief by the Jesuits even aa 
Sleydonus ( a Jesuit) testifies". (Mir- 
ror, 1066 to 58). 
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They go on to show that all the 
foremoBt Reformers agaiDst Popery 
in 1520-^11 1680—111 1540 were op- 
posed to war and resistance and to 
oaths and to infant baptism. 

As to the charge that they do not 
support the govenmieiit th^ deny it 
wholly. Thus thpy show that it was 
not they, the Mennonites, who de- 
parted from the Chrlttitn Church and 
its doctrines; bat that the Reformed 
and the Lutherans departed from 
those first principles approved by all 
who opposed the Catholic Church, 
while the Mennonites have held On to 
those principles to this day. 

lOS^Char^fH against and Answers 
of the Mennonites Printed. 

Miiller tells us (165) that the Bur- 
gomeisters and the Great and Small 

Council of Zurich callod the Council 
of 200 drew up formally the Menno- 
ntte situation 'there in 1639 stating 
the acts of Zurich against them, the 
form of the judiciary hy which they 
tried them and the impartiality of the 
Justice visited upon them. The stale 
paper was printed by Dr. Humberger 
the same year in Zurich. It is a 
quarto volume of 71 pages. It is 
found also in Leonard Melster'a 
'Helvetian Scenes of Visionariries,** as 
he calls It. 

16^39— Holland Mennonites in Coufer. 
ence Adopt Ethical Kules. ! 

Mrs. Brons in her book, which 1 
have often referred to says (p. 135) 

that, this year there was a conference 
held by the Mennonites of Holland to 
formulate a code of moral rules for 
daily guidance. A year or two earlier 
there wa.s a similar conference of the 
Meuuoniteb of four Holland cities; 
but now the conference was general. 
Peter Van Twisk seems to have 
brought it about The Friesland 
churdies led off. The principal meet- 1 
ing was on a day called the 'Lands- 
dag": and the elders who attended as' 
delegates were called the "Landsdie-j 



naren". The purpose was to organ- 
ize rules for the encouragement and 
protection of the faithful. Moral rules 
adopted to guide them. A society was 
organised also to admonish all to the 
performance of these rules, and to 
keep before all the necessity of living 
pure lives and taking care of the 
poor, of aiding the preachers, etc Tho 
society however did not keep any 
minutes of its proceedings until 1694. 
But there is plenty of evidence that It 
existed as early as 1689; apd as late 
as 1716. 

The 12 chief articles or rules 
adopted by them which were to be 
read in' all the diurehes once a year 
were as follows: 

1. When a brother or sister mar- 
ries a second time wiey should settle 
on the children of the first marriage 
an inheritance; and obey all the laws 
of the land. 

2. All costly and elaborate wed- 
dings must be avoided. All must be 
moderate and in the fear of God, 
after the example of Tobias so as not 
to dishonor God. 

3. Young meu and women must 
not be allowed too much freedom in 
their association. They must not 
"keep company" with each other nor 
engage themselves to marry without 
the consent of their parents or guar^ 
dians; such a step must not be taken 
without that serious consideration 
which becomes a Chrtetlan. 

4. Those who are about to marry 
from another place or town shall be 
required ot produce a good r^com- 
mendation from the place in which 
they dwell. This shall show whether 
they are still free, also whether the 
bans have been published. Under the 
law of Switzerland at this same time, 
bans were allowed to be published in 
the Reformed church only; aud no 
Other hut Reformed ministers were 
allowed to perform the marriage cere- 
mony. 
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6. In trading and in doing business | 

all are to avoid taverriK as much as 
possible, because there one seldom 
learns anything good, and is very 
likely to become drunk. 

6. No one must have business so 
tangled up that he will not be able to 
pay on tha day and the hour when he 
should. The word pledged in busi- 
ness, must be kept, otherwise a per- 
son gets a bad name and so does the 
congregation. 

7. No one is allowed to buy or 
receive stolen goods. They who do 
BO, ahare the sin of stealing or rob^ 
blng. 

8. No one shall engage himself to 
go on an armed vessel. As soon as 
It ia ascertained, it la armed the 
Christian must ^et off. (Thia might 
be pretty serious.) 

No one should uae tobacco un> 
necessarily, or make it a habit, for 
time and money are wasted by It; 
and it is oSensve to others. This evil 
is getting so great In Holland since 
trade is open with America that in- 
stead of hymn books to edify, many 
go for the tobacco pipe. (About this 
time tobacco and wigs wore Intro- 
duced and the chnrch said that they 
were introduced by Satau.) 

10. No ornaments are to be allowed 
on or In houses or ships but all must 
be made plain. By external orna- 
ments the internal ornaments of the 
soul are spoiled. 

n Tf a brother or sister move to 
another town they must get a recom- 
mendation or a certiflcate of good 
character from the place or congrega- 
tion from where he or she come, to 
show that he or she is decent. 

12. No one mnat neglect to talk to 
and admonish the struggling brother 
who is "going wrong". This must be 
done In brotherly love and sincerity. 
There mnat also be reprimand, but in 
a loving way and by taking the 
brother alone. 

Theae, saya Brons, were the 12 main 
artidea of conduct of the FHesiaii 



n 

I Mennonites; and we can see wliat 

fine lives they exacted from all be- 
lievers. Those who violated these 
rules were '^et back", and not al-> 
lowed to participate In the rites of 
the church until they repented. They 
bear the caption "Twelve Articles 
Promulgated in 1689 by the Confer- 
ence of the Congrepations. and for the 
Preservation of Good Morals among 
Themselves". 

All I need add to the above la to> 
call attention to the fact that our 
Swiss, German and Holland ancestors 
were not crude in thought, but re- 
flnfd. It was a more or less common- 
ly held opinion here In our country 
for many years that, our ancient 
stock of Baatem Pennsylvania Ger- 
mans were groas and voluptuous, and 
not concerned about the appreciation 
nor the practice of the delicate and 
refined. This has been an injustice 
to them and a slander. While their 
taste has not always been standard, 
they have always been. In reality* 
sensitive and cultured. 

IdM— Canton Berne Bsftat Fersecn* 

tton Anew. 
Jan. 17 th's year, the Berne author- 
ities in Switzerland sent out a man- 
date to Aarwangen SoUlngen, Aarburg 
Kiburg, Thun, Signau, Brandls and 
Trachelswald that on Jan. 23 ther^ 
should be an Inquisition upon the 
Mennonites for the purpose of finding 
heresy charges against them and vio- 
lations of the laws and customs of 
Berne and the Reformed church. It 
was decreed that the time had come 
for severe measures because their su- 
perstitions, service and intolerable 
practice kept on prospering and their 
I sect kept on increasing, in spite of all 
that had been done against them thus 
tar (Mflller 132). Most of the above 
places are between 10 and 20 miles 
east, northeast and southeast of the 
city of Berne, in and near the famous 
Emmenthal or Bmmen Valley, the 
Iiartlcular location from whidi the 
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pioneers came directly to the Feqnea 

and the Conestoga In 1710. and later. 
About 1630 thpy had come Into the 
Emmenthal fiotn the Zurich region. 

If40 — More Eastern PennsjrlvanUi An- 
cestry Suffer. 

Aibout this time and afterwards, the 

following t)orson8 suffered throughout 
Switzerland for their religion's sake. 
Among them were Werner Phister of 
Wallschwyl who was imprisoned at 
Othenbach; Gallus Snyder of the same 
place, put iu the same prison; also 
Rudolph Bachman a very old man of 
the same district who was l)Ound to a 
Bled and dragged to the same prison, 
where he waa placed iu chains until 
hla death: also Henry SchnebU (now 
Snavely) of Knownow who was im- 
prisoned for his religious views with 
erimlnals In Zurich: about the same 
time Hans Rudolph Bauman (or Bow- 
man) of HorRorherg, Imprisoned In 
Zurich.after haviug been robbed by the 
State church and the government of 
hit property worth over 3000 guilders ; 
about the same time Ulrich Miiller of 
Klborg first imprisoned at Zurich and. 
then thrown into the dungeon of 
Othenbach where he died; at the same 
time also Oswald Laodis who with his 
wife and two daughters-in-law were 
Imprisoned In the Othenbach dungeon ; 
also his son Jacob Ivandis. and his en- 
tire family, imprisoned In the same 
place; about tho same time Henry 
Frlcken and Hans Ring of the neigh- 
borhood of Knowow; a year or two 
later Felix Laiidlt of Horgerberg (son 
of Hans Landis who was beheaded in 
1614) who was ImprisontHl at Othen- 
bach and nearly starved to death after 
robbing him of 5.000 guilders; In 1643 
Elizabeth Bachman of Grunlngon and 
Verena Landis also suffered threats 
mnd Imprisonment; also at the same 
time Barbara Neff and Barbara Ruff or 
Rupp of the Knowow district; also 
Martha Liudne and Anna Blau. (after- 
-wardi married to Moneth M eyllch with 
whom she moved to the Palatinate). 



were Imprisoned. (Iflrror 1059 to 

1062). 

All of the above names we recog- 
nize as quite common among the 
generality of Eastern Pennsylvania 
and especially Lancaster Connty pop- 
ulace today. These incidents are 
meant to throw a clear light on the 
particular location of the sturdy an- 
cestry of the neighborhood nearly 300 
years ago. The places mentioned 
above are. none of them, far distant 
from the two main centers of tyranny 
and torture — Berne and Zurich. 

16-11 — Amsterdam. Holland. Becoming 
a Powerful Supporter of 
Mennonltes. 

Mflller relates (p. 166) that, thia 

year Amsterdam received news of the 
()er8Pcntion of Mennonite brethren by 
Zurich and began another examina- 
tion. Zurich contended that the re- 
ports were exaggerated. The Amster- 
dam authorities sent Isaac Hataver. 
an influential merchant of the Reform- 
ed or Lutheran church of Holland to 
investigate. In the year 1642 Godfried 
Hattonus who was pastor of the French 
church at Amsterdam began the aglta- 
tion for investigation, by writing to 
Zurich about the terrible reports that 
came to Holland. He received an an- 
swer from Antlotla Breltinger. telling 
him the farts pretty fairly. Then 
pamphlets were printed and circulat- 
ed In Holland catling public attention 
to the furloua conduct of Berne and 
Zurich. A pamphlet was started, a 
strong monograph came out against 
the doctrines of the Baptists or Ifen- 
nonitos. alleging It to be a heresy 
calculated to overthrow the govern- 
ment by Petroa Bontempa. minister of 

the "Gallicana" in Harlem (ITollandV 
To this Yost Hendricks (perhaps an 
ancestor of Laurens Hendricks whom 
we shall mention later) made reply, 
paintlnp the Swiss persecution of the 
Mennouites as black as night In 
1643 Bontempa replied, in which h« 
made It appear there waa no peraoea- 
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tlon going on at all. Then fliree 
strong pamphlets were issued by the 
Mennonites of Amsterdam, Rotterdam 
and Haarlem respectively, showing 
that In truth the SwUie peraeentlons 
were terrible. Several editions of 
these were printed, and greedily read 
until Holland ^aa aflame wth indlga- 
tion against Switzerland. There were 
other productions calling attention to 
the suffering of the defenceless Chris- 
tians; and this broai^t on the appeal 
tnm the Holland government. Hol- 
land was a pov/er in those days, to 
whose voice all European nations paid 
attention. 

IMl— Pnninent Hambnrgen Became 

Mennonites. 

On the extinction of the Shumberg 
line the succeeding king, Christian 
the IV of Denmark, who at the time 
w^as Duke of Holstein became a friend 
of the Mennonites; and the congrega- 
tloa ot Altona opposite Hamburg, and 
in Hamburg also gained privileges. In 
spite of the raillery of the Lutherans, 
the Mennonites grew. Some of the 
principal Hamburg families, namely 
the Roosen and Goverts families who 
had large warehouses, became Menno- 
nites. (Brona 266). 

IMS— The Bantelff and ElUag Venne- 

BHes of the Biiltlr Become the 
Best Farmers of Europe. 

Until 1642, the Mennonites of north- 
western Prussia were left in peace; 
but then a new storm broke loose, es- 
pecially about Elbing in Prussia. The 
Chamberlain of the king Bladislaus 
the IV, namely Wllllbald of Hexburg 
made the king of Prussia suspicious 
about the Mennonites; and he got a 
warrant or written aothorlty from the 
king, to drive the Mennonites out, be- 
cause they hurt the trade of the other 
people In Daulzig and Elbing. This 
paper allowed the offloer to seise the 
Mennonites' goods and to use them 
for himself. He started to carry out 
the lnstmotI<ms, and then arranged 
that If ther would give him a sum of 



money instead, he would not Interfere 
with their goods. These Mennonites, 
many of them, lived In the "Vaterns" 
— that is, on islands on the delta of 
the Vistula River or on swampy land; 
and because they did not serve in the 
army they were made to pay very 
heavy fines or rents to the govern- 
ment, because of the false accusatitma 
the chamberlain made against them. 
They had to pay fifty gulden rent, 
per hide. A hide is a small piece of 
land, enough for two persons to live 
on. The whole sum collected from 
those who dwelt in the swamp land 
wss about fifty-thousand gulden; and 
from Dantzig several thousand. 

The Mennonites complained of this 
sultering and the Land Court took it 
up and relieved them from these griev- 
ances. The king of Prussia saw that 
the ehamberlain had deceiyed him. 
and gave them new privileges. He al- 
so compelled his officer, the chamber- 
lain, to destroy the written authority 
he had given to him. After that, tiielr 
condition was happy in the neighbor- 
hood of the Dantzig, and they took 
new heart and built dykes, drained 
the swampy land, and cultivated that 
which was desolate. The govern- 
ment protected them in their righta. 
The king said that the dykes which 
they built along the Drausees and the 
Sogat Rivers were splendid examples 
to posterity. These Mennonites lo- 
cated in the northeastern part of 
Prussia when they were driven out of 
Holland. The king also gave them ex- 
emption from war taxes forever. 
(Brona p. 256). 

16tt— Bnyp's AeeonnI of Heuitnlto 

Svfferingi at This Data. 

We have given In a prior item from 
other sources the names of Lancaster 
County ancestors, who suffered trom 
1640 onward. Rupp In his history of 
Lancaster County (page 72) says that, 
among those who suffered was Hans 
Miller, Hans Jacob Hess, Rudolph 
Bachman, Ulrleh ICUler. Oswald Lan- 
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MANDATES AND SUFFERINGS IN ZURICH 



dis. Fanny Landis, Barbara Neff,Hans 

Meylln and his two sons. He says 
that these sufferings occurred about 
1643. 

tm-^9Wi Heaiitek't Atttmut 9t 
Siffertaif !■ Zirlek 

Thifl year, wben thirty men and 

women of the Mennonlte faith were in 
the Ottenbacb prison of Switzerland, 
« Cbristian man of Holland named 
Joost Hendrick wrote about their suf- 
ferings. We have spoken before of 
the aeries of pamphlets written upon 
tbese bardsblpa; but we now quote a 
part of Hendrick's letter written to 
Bontemps whom we have also men- 
tioned before. He says, upon the re- 
fusal to leave tbeir lands, persecution 
and imprisonment followed; and In a 
abort time these people were compeil- 
«d to pay about eighty- tbousand 
Relcbthalers. They were also Im- 
prisoned in a horrible manner — so 
horrible it cannot be described. About 
Easter there were thirty of them im- 
prisoned in a small, dark dungeon. 
Most of them were so sick that they 
looked like dead. They even bad wo- 
men test in chains. 

This is the condition about Zurich. 
A man named Isaac Hattaver, a Men- 
nonlte elder in Amsterdam, also states 
they suffered, the greateat in Nether- 
land, and were in great excitement 
and offered prayers for their Swiss 
brethren dally. They are satisfied the 
wor.st representations were the truth. 
So they sent their brother Hattaver to 
call on business friends in Zurich and 
get the troth. He did ao. He got a 
letter to the prisoners; and admon- 
ished them to be mild; and they may 
get permission to leave. He says 
"They hope to come to Holland. We 
can get about to $200.00 to help them. 
Zurich claims that the Menuouites 
were disobedient and must be treated 
harsh. Our brethren say th*n- did 
make a hole in the wail and broke out 
of Jail: it was so bad they could not 
atay. They say the people are joining 



the faith and this Is why Zurich la 

punishing them. Something must be 
done to help these people." 

This is what Heudriclcs wrote about 
the condition at the very time the 
suffering waa going on. (Brona p. 

201). 

1644— Another FaUle Mandate from 
Zwrlck. 

This year a final mandate was Is- 
sued against Mennonites preaching 

throughout Switzerland. After this 
niamiute and its failure there was a 
season of freedom allowed the Menno- 
nites. 

This edict demanded that there 
should be no more Meunouite preach- 
ing—that no one abould attend any 
services the Mennonites attempted to 
hold — nor should any person harbor 
or give aid to any of them. All 
Judges and magistrates and sheriffs 
and Reformed preachers and eldt-rs 
and adherents and God-fearing people 
were to help execute this edict under 
penalty. 

A final effort was made to put the 
former decrees of 1585 and 1597 Into 
execution, in 1644 because as they 

said the Mennonite heresy was taking 
deeper root than ever (Miiller 136). 
Eftorta were particularly directed 
against the teachers and leailcrs. 

The authorities were first to rea- 
son with the offenders and if that did 
not bring the reault to Impriaon them 
confiscate their goods and do whatever 
may be needed. Those arrested were 
to be sent to Zurich. (Do. 134.) 

164-1 — The Prominent Swiss Sanies, 
Staaffeff Z«t mmA Keikauer 
Appear. 

In an edict promulgated through- 
out the region of Rerne April 11. 
1644, a demand was made upon all 
loyal adherents by the Reformed 
Church to capture the leaders of the 
Mennonite "heresy" throughout the 
land. Among these the mandate or- 
dered particularly that Chrlsttan 
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Staufler, Uli Neuhus (or probably 
now NeobauBer) and Ull Znagg (like- 
ly now Zug or Zook) should be cap- 
tured at all hazards. Their names 
we recognized as that of a numerous 
progeny now tbrooghoat eastern 
Pennaylvania aud Lancaster County. 
It was ordered that these were "se- 
ducers" of the people should be sent 
to Zturlch. But their homes seem to 
have been in the neighborhood of 
Thun, Trachelsvvald and Sofflngen, 
plaeee in the Berue district. (Muiler 
132 and 13S. It was declared Oct 

26, 1644 that theretofore* there had 
been much "winking" at the man- 
dates; Imt iK»w tbqr were to be en- 
forced rigidly. 

1M4— Mennonlte Chrowtli ta tlie Berne 
DIstrlet 

The Ifennonitea of Aarau and Lens- 
burg near Berne were becoming par- 
ticularly prosperous. Also near 
Zoflngen or Sofflngen. about half way 
between Zurich and Berne on a 
branch of the Rhine, there were many 
of them. Of their principal ones 
there were Hans Stenti, a teacher in 
Ober-Culm, Rudolph KunzH (now 
Kunzler or Kinsley), also Hanz Yeagli 
Ot Adra, Hans Dealer and Solomon 
Teagley (Mttller 105 and OtUua). 

Throe of the Aarau Mennonltes, 
when they heard of the new edict, de- 
clared they were ready to go and de- 
fend their religion. It was arranged 
that they should be heard by the 
clergy of the Reformed Church; and 
were assured they would have safe 
conduct pranted them, to come to the 
hearing and to go back again. But 
no Zurich brethren would be allowed 
to come and be present at the debate 
and proceedings to hear whether they 
made an able exposition or not All 
Zurich Mennonltes must get out of 
the country. But to allow the Berne 
Monnonitf's to gee their wrong, the 
mandate would be suspended till May 

27. 1644 and they could decide after 



this examination was ended, what they 
would do. 

It appears that Yeagley and all the 
other Mennonite leaders first above 
mentioned were at this examination. 
Their chief inquisitor was. Rev. Mark 
Ruttlmyer. The principal .Mennonites 
examined were Hanz Tester aud Hans 
GHur. They declared for themselves 
and their followers that: 

(1) They will persist in separation 
because of the ungodly life of 
the state church. 

(2) Such separation is demanded 
by Holy Writ and the state 
church does not compel it 

Because of this stand taken by these 
.Mennonltes their free and safe con- 
duct was violated; and Tester, Peyer 
and Yeagley were all imprisoned. 
(tflUler 105). 

1644— Respite from PcrseratJen In 
Zurich 

Says the Mirror (p. 1063) that from 
1644 to 1654 persecution abated. And 
in that time there Is no record of any 
having died In inison of bad treat- 
ment or bad food. 

1644--Gochnaners, Hnbers and Bam* 
partners Suffer In Zurich 

About this time, according to the 
Mirror (p. 1064) Mennonltes or Ana- 
baptists of Zurich of the names above 
specified suffered for their religion at 
the hands of the Government, wlildi 
was now in the charge of the Re- 
formed Church. 

Jacob Gochnauer from Groeniugea 
Bailiwick about 10 miles southeast of 
Zurich near tho famous field of Orelf- 
ensee was first driven out of the coun- 
try, bis family separated, and all his 
possessions sold. On bis attempt to 
return and find his children he was 
caught and thrust into the horrible 
prison of Ottenbadi about 6 miles 
southwest of Zurich on the Reuss 
River, deprived of his clothes and 
dressed in a gray coat and fastened 
with chains. Hans Huber from 
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Horgerburg was alto imprisoned In 

the Ottenbach dungeon with eleven 
other Mennonites and was faateued 
with chains and his wife and sister 
driven into exile. 

Jacob Baumpartner an old man of 
70 years had been imprisoned for his 
faith 6 times and each time escaped, 
but was now again apprehended and 
thrown into Ottenbach prison. He 
was fastened to chains, deprived of 
bis clothes and clad in a gray coat, 
fed on bread and water, put in irons 
and hand-cuffed and his property sold 
for 600 gliders and the money token 
by the government. 

These are all familiar names in 
Bastem Pennsylvania and also In 
other parts of the United States, 
whpnce they have migrated viz.: to 
Indiana, Illinois and Kansas; and al- 
so' in Canada. I Insert this article 
in this series to show the ancient 
home of the ancestors of our people 
having the same name and now promi- 
nent In many sections and in many 
vvalks of life. 

1M4— Infere<(ting Letter From DaTid 
Shaar to Tli Zangg or Zog^. 

In the district of Diesbach, about 10 
miles northeast of Berne lived Shaar 
and Zangg or Zttgg, above named. 
According to NfuUer (p. 117) Shaar, 
for some reason not revealed, was ex- 
communicated from the Mennonite 
Churched Switzerland, and (it seems) 
Zaugg was instrumental in having this 
done. Shaar thereupon wrote him the 
following letter: 
"Dear Friendly Uli Zaugg: 

For your treatment of me, I will 
pass no invidious judgment for the 
high arch-angel Michael did not dare 
to judge any, only over Satan; but 
I will tell you a parable and submit it 
to yonr Judgment There was a mas- 
ter who had bought a sheep, as he did 
many times. It was not as fine as the 
others, but he gave as much for it as 
any of the others. He gave this one 
to the charge ot the hired man. And 



the poor ignorant sheep went out af- 
ter its nourishment on the pasture 
many years. After long time it was 
hurt by a thorn and it bled a little. 
This was noticed by the shepherd and 
he cried out It shall hurry and come 
to him. He set the time, the hours 
and the day and said "If It did not 
come, its Injury might not be healed 
at all." Now this poor sheep is old 
and weak and the road is long and un- 
even and it thought to itself "How 
will it be if this shepherd does not 
have the right salve to heal if you do 
go to him; f/ar many times before 
when you were hurt and wounded 
your Lord and master who had bought 
you healed you himself". Consequent- 
ly he went to the Lord and Conad 
some relief. Then the hired man cried 
more and more that it should come to 
htm and his colaborers if it wants to 
be healed. Now it did not want to 
despise the undershepherd and gave 
an account verbal and written of what 
had happened to it; and how it got 
hurt, hut all was of no avail. The 
undershepherd could not cure it The 
undershepherd then complained that 
it stayed out too Icmg; and he made 
the injury seem so great and Incur- 
able. He then resolved with them it 
was not worth any more than that It 
should be killed and Its misery ended. 
Therefore, the shepherd said, he does 
not want anything more to do with 
the sheep. But the poor sheep was 
not content with this and could not 
understand why it should be adjudged 
that his life be forfeited. 

When the master of this sheep shall 
come and give these shepherds their 
wages and when he asks of this shep- 
herd what he deserves, what do yon 
think, Uli, you would give him as pay 
for what you did in this case? Now 
I pray thee, you will be Judge In an 
impartial manner when appealed toby 
the ix)rd over all, whose Judgment you 
will have to bear. 

Herein I place you under the benisn 
protection ot onr Lord. And I, too^ 
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will stay with my Lord who has 
bought me with his blood, and not 
with gold or silTer. Therefore I will 
•tajr right with the universal church 
whose head is Christ. At times I will 
gladly go where the Holy Gospel is 
read, taught and preached. Bat with 
respect to unjust courts and judg- 
ments and power, which the people 
Bcmetimes, adjudge to themselves or 
usurp, to that my heart and con- 
science and my mind will never be 
bound. Should the Almighty God — 
the bel^evolent Ctod, In Heaven will it, 
he will give them nil the wisdom to 
do these thincs, that thoy may govern 
with righteousness und justice, be- 
cause they do not only hold Court by 
the people and account to them; but 
they must account to God also, who 
will finally be the judge of all of us. 
May he l)o merciful to ua all, through 
Christ. Amen. 

This, I, David Shaar wish to all 
who are ingrafted in Jesus Christ not 
only by baptism of water; but by a 

true and livin;?, simple and pure 
faith. Herewith I will close, this 
date — ^nezt Sat before day of St 

Margaret, this year 1614. God give U8 
his grace and his blessing for tempor- 
al and eternal life. Amen. 

David Shaar. 

I quote the letter in full, flret, be- 
cause In It, Shaar tries to make Zaui^i; 
f(el that his church is as bad as the 
churches of "the world" because it 
ezerdaed a oruel Judgment upon poor 
David; and secondly, because the 
names Shaar and Zaugg or Zug are 
both common in Eastern Pensylvania. 

The Back Used on Berne Men* 
MlltM. 

IfQller telle ua that there always 

was a more or less strict censorship 
of the Mennonite publications. But 
now their enemies began to use the 
radL About Aarau the activity agatnat 
them became active now, This, says 
MBller, was because Mennonites were 



very numerous now throughout the 
I3erne district, and especially in the 
three counties of Aarau, Lienzburg 
and Soflingen, (MOller 106). 

The BerM Mhndates Begin 

In December of this year a mandate 

was promulgated. It was ordered tlf 
be published particularly in Thun, 
Hurgdorf, Langenthal, Brugg and 
other placet. The authorities in these 
places were compelled to make a list 
of the children not baptized; and of 
the marriages entered iuiu and not 
completed in the state church. It was- 
decreed that all children of such mar- 
riages were illegitmate. To the uu' 
der-sheriifs orders were Issued t<r 
make an inventory of the possessions' 
of all these Mennonite people; mid ta 
arrest all obstreperous ones and bring 
them to Berne to the Jail and their 
children tn th • Orphan Asylum (NT il- 
ler 167). It was also decreed that ail 
their teachers, preachers and leaders 
were to be branded with a hot iron 
(Do. 182). 

M'uller records (p. 128) that the day 
the mandate was read in lierne and 
throughout the land, and at the very 
hour, a thundor storm ra^od all over 
the country; and that in the church at 
Berne a great stone fell on the chair 
of the Burgomaster and mashed it. So 
God was on the Mennonite side they 
said. This created such panic and 
fear that for a few years persecution 
ceased. But later when another fierce 
decree was read a bountiful rain be- 
gun to fall and it rained a great deal 
and saved the crops of the oppressors 
which were drying up. So God seemed 
to favor the oppressors this time. 
This tras In 1692. (lf«ller 182). 

1645 — Mart. Mylln and Jere ITnngold 

Chronlrle Mennonite Troubles. 

We simply call attention here to the 
fact that the Mennonites had soma 

able writers among them. According 
to Rupp (72 and MUller 165). Bracht 
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fho writer of the mnot got oonilder- 

able of his matter from Ibngold and 
Mylln. especially the record of the 
aufleringa in Othenbach prison. 
Brftcht nhowi tUt alio Iqr dtattont. 

Ifff-SwlM MtutiUtM QUI •> B9h 

lud Brethren to Fnj Ftr 
Their Delhemnce. 

The following statement is made by 
the Miiror (p. 1062) of the despair of 
our Swiss Aneeetors In 1646. 

"Now when some brethren and sis- 
ters in the Swiss dominations had died 
in prison, of misery, want, hunger 
nnd gHef; but five etlll lived In con- 
finement, the remaining ones who 
were yet out of bonds, when they 
were threatened, espec illy hgr fli.se 
of Berne, that they should expel them 
all from the country, and seize their 
goods, and sell them, had recourse, 
next to God, with en humble and 
friendly letter, to their fellow be- 
lievers in Holland and elsewhere in 
the Netherlands, requesting that they 
should everywhere fervently call up- 
on Cod the Lord In their behalf, for 
comfort and grace, to the end that 
they might patiently endure that! 
which might come upon tliem accord- 
in? to the flesh, for his holy name's 
sake. 

The tetter was written the 22nd of 

July, old stylo, in the year of our 
Lord K)15, and was signed by 
Hans Duster, at Baltzcn, 

an elder in the word of 

tin- L'lrd. 
Hnth Kiinsttl. at Miirhem, 

a minister in the word 

of the Lord. 
Ruth Ha^en. an elder, 
Hons Mnily. a minister. 
Hans Stuss. a minister. 

What followed therefrom, and how 
It subsequently went with those who 
were Imprisoned, cnn be seen In a 
subsequent account, in a marginal 
note, in connection with Ully Wag- 
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Here again we meet familiar 

in Eastern Pennsylvania today; par- 
ticularly, Hagen, Mulley (or Meiley) 
and Wagman or Wagaman. Thus we 
And they also came to the eastern 
countries of Pennsylvania from that 
numerous hive of Switzerland. 

ie45.8 — Hans Stents and Martin 
Burger Labor and Suffer For 
the > on -resistant Faith. 

These two fathers of the faith came 
into prominence, according to the 
records by being thrown out of Berne 
about the end of 1644. On account of 
their faith (MUller. 182). One waa a 
teacher and the other an azhorter. It 
seems that for their proselyting 
power they were expelled by the Gov- 
ernment under the Reformed Church. 
They were compelled to take a solemn 
oath that they would not return. If 
they did, they would be executed as 
peijurera. But about 1649 or 1647 
they did return and had a discussion 
with the State Church authorities; 
and set forth tenets they would not ro- 
tract An old sheriff named Fresh- 
ling (Do. 107) and a sheriff named 
Marlott were deputed to watch them. 
Two members of the State Church 
named Venner and Hummel met them 
and tried to win them back. The 
sheriff and the last named Venner 
and Hummel naked Stents and Burger 
to have a prayer with them, that God 
would give them as light Then they 
began to interrogate them and the 
two held to their faith. 

In subptance, Stentz said he was 
born In Stezwyl and had a house at 
Qulm — that he was married and had 
Ave children — ^that he was a termer — 
n member of the Mennonite Church 
which be had joined a couple years 
earlier— that he was called a teacher 
by his people, a position which he 
nils without pay, being called by lot 
to it according to the will of God. 
though he accepted It against hla own 
will be canae he felt onflttad Cor It 
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B«t lie ■aid if li« took pay or refused 
to tMdi after the call he woald be 
thrown out of the sect entirely. 
Martin Burger said he was born in 



severe. And to tiiegr were benlehed 
and nothing more was ever beard of 

them. 

1 write thus in extenso in this case 



Bars Castle-^at he married at | because "Burger" Is a name of prom- 

Rynack and has six children — three inence In our county and city and in 
years before he joined the Mennonites | eastern Pennsylvania and elsewhere, 
and a year before stopped going to Stentz is also a name more or less 
the State Cburdi entirely and that he | familiar here. 

was a farmpr. I may add that about 1671 the ty- 

These men were given, in 1648. sev- ; rants of Berne and other parts of 
era! questions to answer es an nlti- { Switzerland overcame their borrow of 

matum. If they answered these i p'^ndin? Christians to the galleys, and 



favorably they would be released; 
otherwise not (Mdller 108). As to 
Why they separated from the State 

Church they said, the Immorality In 

the establishefl roll-^ion was the cause 



did it freely as we shall see later. 
IM8— Mennenlteg Acensei ef Seda- 



This year a new danger befell the 



—cheating, fraud, adultery, etc., were 1 Mennouite faith. The doctrine of 
oommon>-that there was no •plrltnal | Socinianism arose and many inffnen- 

life or devotion in the church. On 
doctrine, they said they do not live by 



tial men took to it. Socinianism was 
the name of this doctrine after the 



the Old Testament, as much as by the i founder Soclnian. It started in Po- 
New and have not read It as much, hand; and in connection with the 

As to Infant baptism, they said It has Arlan doctrine. It donierl the Trlnitj'. 



no power; but they say it does no 
barm to do It As to government they 

said It is ordained of God. though 



Mul did much damage. Council of 
NIcae at Constantinople was he'.d, in 
300 A. D. and the Arians seceded from 



they take no part in it. Yet a Chris- the CafhDlIc Church and led this 



tian may take part so far as it is not 
Inconsistent with God*s will. All are 

bound to pay taxes, hut as to war. It 



movement off. These Arians attracted 
the Soclntans to them. Some of the 
Minnonites were suspected. It was held 



is wrrn^. As to cths. they any an that the Government should confiscate 



end shall not be made of things by 
an oath: and nothing is justified but 

'*Yea, yea" and "nav. nay." 



Mennonite property the same as the 
Sodnlan; but the Kin; would not al- 
low it. This was largely In Poland 
Jan. 15. lf>48 (MOUer 115) it was i uQ^g, ^^^,^^1,^ 



decided finally that Stenta and Burger 
were un<^nre and they were ordered to [ 1648— Switierland Bedavet Hw In* 



be expelled, and to he sent to Venice 
as galley slaves. But for a time they 
were to be held In the Znrtrb )al1 to 
try to convert their souls hack. Thf y 
broke Jail and were caught and ex- 
pelled from the country. Stents said 
be would gladly leave hia country 
rather than yield his faith. But says 
Nfiiller ^p. 216) after tliese men were 
in jail it was decided they shoi.1.1 b3 
banished to some Island rather than 
be sent to the galleya, as that waa too 



dependence of tbe Oermnn Empire* 

This year an important historical 
event, vitally affecting Switzerland 
occurred — ^her Declaration of Inde- 
pendence from the German Empire. 
It vitally affected the .Mminnnites and 
their worship, in that Switzerland 
was now holly unrestrained in her 
cruelty. We shall see that she he^^an 
a new series of persecutions hence- 
forth and continued them until these 
defenseless Christians migrated. Into 
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the Palatinate and finally fled across 
the Atlantic ( Lippincott's Gazeteer). 



1620 — SrIiuiYhnusen Edict Against 
Annbaptlst8 or Mennonites. 

About this time the persecutions 
that had been confined about Zurich 

as a center, suddenly burst forth like 
exitloded powder from one place to 
another. Principally in Schaffhausen, 
a Canton on the extreme northern 
boundry of Switzerland, about one- 
sixth as large as Lancaster County, 
containing about 40.000 people today, 
whose chief city Is also Schaffhausen. 
located about 20 miles north of the 
city of Zurich, — principally in this 
canton— the peraecutions now broke 
out afresh. The non-resistants here, 
were banished. (Mirror 1063). This 
is the section where many of the 
Millers, and the Herra, Goods and 
Hubers livrri, A very large percen- 
tage of our Lancaster County ances- 
try came from there, moving first Into 
the Emmenthal, the Palatinate ■ and 
other sections (Rupp 72). 

leSI^MetherUinds Pott Fortb A Kew 
Mense of the Swiss MeniiOBlCes. 

At the time when all authorities 
vied with each other in their persi-cu- 
tion of she Baptists or Meuuouites 
and Emperor and Empire led the way 
with mandates and persecutions, it 
transpired about the ni ddle of the 
seventeenth century, for the first 
time that state and city auborltles of- 
ficirilly undertook the protection of the 
persecuted; and strongly mediated in 
their defense. The sorely tried peo- 
ple of the United Netherlands had 
learned the value of fieedom of cree l 
(or belief) at the time of the reign of 
terror under the Duke of Alba. She 
had. by the blood of her noblest citi- 
zens !^ained this freedom of belief, and 
the Joint sacrifice of the martyrs 
blood, had reconciled the adherents of 
Menno Simon and the follower?: of 
Zwiugii and Calvin, etc. It appears 



I that the congregation of Amsterdam 
t protested against the persecution of 
the Bapists or Mennonites in Berne 
and other places In Switzerland; but 
without success. Thereupon, the 
States General, of Netherlands and 
the Magistrates of Amsterdam took 
the matter in hand and remonstrated 
with the Swiss authorities, asking id 
them to allow the Baptist or Manno- 
nites unmolested to leave the ro mtry 
with their families and belongings, 
etc. (Mfiller 164). 



16;>a— Mennonites Blamed for Inciting 
I the German Peasant War. 

i About this time it was thought that 
I the Mennonites bad something to do 

' with the peasant war. This peasant 
war broke out all over Germany — 
, and lasted a long while. Two generals 
I were ordered June 10, 1S68. to take up 
all Mennonites, and see whether they 
had helped to bring on the war, aS 
they were against the authorllea. It 
turned out that they had nothing to 
do with It. They always denied It; 
because it was directly against their 
doctrine of non-resistance. 

The peaaant war was a rebellion of 
the poor people of Germany winch 
broke out about this time against the 
plutocratic land owners, who were 
'. becoming rich at the expense of their 
tenants. The Mennonites were sus- 
pected also, because they never show- 
ed any strong liking for those In pow- 
er, but on the other hand an avenrion 
against them. Miiller 135). 

IttdS— Hollanders Help the Perse- 
cuted Mennonites Who Fled 
to the FaUitiBBte. 

Mfiller tells us that the first help 

for the Mennonites who fled into the 
Upper Palatinate in and about Stras- 
burg came about this year from the 
Metherland AuthorlUee and Bretta^* 
ren, which country a century earlier 
went through the same terrors. Miil- 
j ier 206). 
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Ittt— Tbe Neoberg Uandata Agalut 
' AU AMtaptifts. 

This year those non-resistant chris-' 
tians who were forced to flee from 
Swltierlftiid and established them- 
selves in the Principality of Neuberg, 
Germany found that the Jesuit 
authorities of that place succeeded in 
taming thefr former Mend Prince 
William Wolfgang, against them and [ 
in causing htm to promulgate a se- 
vere decree against them .(Mirror 
1063). 

16n— The Kenberg Tietimt €lt to 
Holland. 

According to Miiller (11>5) these 
Mennonites whom we have just men- 
tioned of Guliche and Uerge, about 
Neuberg. when Wolfgang turned 
against them, went to Cleve and [ 
• other places in the Netherlands to 
live. They came as we have seen, 
from Switzerland to Germany. Now 
they go to Holland. Shortly after this 
they formed their first Swiss Congre- 1 
gatlon in Holland. They were called 
Pfaltzers In Holland because of their 
temporary residence in the Palatinate I 
or Pfaltz. They kept up their Swiss | 
enstoms in Holland. 

ItSd— Sgfwyl, First Meraonlte Cea- 

ter la tka Baiaieathal, 

In 1654 Venner Sturler reported to 
the court of IJerne that, there were in 
Eggwyl. Mennonites, who as long as 
there was preaching there, never have 
been to a sermon in the Catholic or 
Reformed Church. Among them are 
Zaug — Lfchten — Hlnden — Wolfgang 
and other Signau people. Berne asked 
the predicant whether it is so that 
none of them go to church. The per- 
dicant investigated and sent a detailed 
report In which he mentioned not less 
than 40 Mennonites who did not at- 
tend Catholio or lieformed services, 
and this repdrt was handed to the 
council of E?gw^'i and was a hard 
point to controvert I 



Eggwyl Irt sitnated al)ont 15 miles 
southeast of Berne in the Emmenthal 
about five miles south of Langnau, the 
home of Pastor Miiller. This Is right 
In the heart of the Mennonite center 
of western Switzerland, the lirst 
place of refuge to which they fled 
when driven out of Zurich by fire and 
sword 50 years earlier. Zurich is 
about 60 miles northeast of Berne. 
The Emmenthal or Bmmen Valley la 
about 50 miles southv.est nf Zurich 
and about 10 miles northeast of 
Berne, the Emmen creelc flowing from 
southeast to northwest. 

Here then, about 1650 or earlier 
congregated the Swiss forefathers of 
Lancaster County and of eastern 
Pennsylvania. At the early date of 
1654 a group of 40 beads of families 
of these lived there in the little town 
of Eggwyl (MOIler 888). 

iiS8- Martin Hylla Fabllkbei Hli 
Menaoaite History* 

Mailer tells ns (p. 185). that MarUn 

Mylin published this year his writ- 
ings. His chronicles extend over at 
least 30 years. Many of tbem are 
written from actual experience and 
observation. Bracht, the writer of the 
.Mirror quotes freely from them. He 
was the grandfather of the Martin My- 
lin who in 1710 came to Pequea in 
Lancaster County (Mirror 1052). 

IfS^Haas Bnrltholder Bscapst 
Arrest 

We now note the ajjpearance of a 
name of great extension in eastern 
Pennsylvania — Burkholder. The Burk- 
holders form one of the most numer- 
ous families in this section. Miiller 
retatee (191) that in 1658 Hans Burk- 
holder was arrested: but that he toolt 
to his heels and escaped November 26. 
He lived in Schneislngen about 10 
miles northwest of Zurich. This is 
the earliest mention of this name 
known to us. In 1718 there were sev- 
eral Burkholders in Conestoga. 
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16o9 — Zorlcta Meanoiilte Snfferlngi 

In Their New Home About 
Berne aud EmmenthaL 

The Mirror tells us (p. 1065) Uie 
little flock of Clirist baTing fled from 
Zurich to Berne, now found tbey must 
undergo similar sufferings there. 
Berne now imitated Zurich and made 
especial efforts to capture the leaders 
(lOrror 1065). 

This year "seven of the teachers 
and principal elders of the church 
were apprehended, for whom special 
prfsont were prepared, namely: Uly, 
Bogftrt. Anthony Hlnnelberg; Jegler 
Schlebach, Hans Zuag. Uly Baumgart- 
ner, Christian Christians, and Rhode 
Petres. 

These were for a while kept very 

hard at work, and very poorly fed 
with heavy food, spelt and rye. to 
make good the expenses they caused; 
besides much reproach, contumely and 
vituperation was heaped upon them. 

They were first told, that they 
should be kept confined in this man- 
ner until the end of their life; in 
which thpy patiently comforted and 
surrendered themselves to the grace 
of the Lord. However when they saw 
that thoro was no hope of dissuading 
these people from their faith and re- 
ligion, they determined upon another 
plan (according to what we have 
been Informed from Alsace) namely, 
that they should have to choose one 
of three things: (1) To go with them 
to church; or (2) Be Perpetually 
banished to the galleys; or (3 To 
have to die by the hands of the exe- 
cutioner. 

This Item Is given promlneDt place. 

because here we have in the Emmen- 
thal or in Berne, near it the familiar 
names Slabach, Zuagg or Zugg, Baum- 
gardner and Peters, showine; where 
the ancestors of these familiar Lan- 
caster County descendants lived and 
suffered. 



Bene Kew OrganlMt m ^oe- 

lal Branch of Government to 

Crush the Mennonltes. 

Jan, 4th of this year says Miiller 
(p. ISO) Berne organised a spedal 

bureau to take full charge of sup- 
pressing the Mennonites. They were 
to look Into the question thoroughly 
and do whatever was necessary. 
They were to find particularly 
whether the Mennonites gave sym- 
pathy and encouragement to the peaa> 
ant war of Germany and Switzerland 
The Mennonites were suspected of 
this because, same as the peasants 
they opposed power and monopoly; 
and because the peasants showed 
such a liking of the Mennonites and 
Joined them cordially. The commits 
tee or bureau made a report that 
Lenzburg particularly was a Menno- 
nite hot bed. Lenzburg is a city about 
16 miles directly west of Zurich. 
Sixty Mennonite families were found 
there. The council accordingly is- 
sued an edict punishing by a fine of 
10 guilders any <Mie who gave any 
encouragement or aid or held any 
communication with these Menno- 
nites. All people were ordered to re- 
port any neglect to attend services of 
the State Church. The edict was to 
be proclaimed from all pulpits. The 
motto adopted was Titus, 8:1. (Miil- 
ler 178). 

IftSS^Amsteriui EdMoB of Martyr's 
JUnw Prfaited. 

Brons tells us (p. 240) that, this 

year a complete copy of the lCartyr*U 
Mirror was printed at Amsterdam. 
The author says that this book next 
to the Bible was the most gMierally 
used of all books by the Mennonlt<2S 
of early days both in Switzerland and 
in (Mnestoga. 

The ttories of the sufferings of the 
Waklenses. of Menno Simon and tlie 
1 death of Klaus and Jacob Hollinger 
land GrayblU and Mans and Hupmler 
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and DenA and Wagner and Miller 

and Hoffman and Hochstetter and 
Blauroch and Haael and Meylin and 
oth«n wars familiar atoiiea to the 
cblldren of our pious (forefatbers. 



Hymn 

MOUer tolls ns <p. 128) that fhls 

Benedict Baumgardner com- 
posed a hymn in which be relates his 
troubles growing out of his persecu- 
tions and aa w«ll the snffsrings of Us 
people for conscience salce. Some 
samples of its verses freely trans- 
lated are as follows: 

Lord, for thy grace, I, Thee, beseech 

In ehaating a n«w song. 
Witliout thy grace nanght we can 

reach. 

Help, God, my heart along. 

Our Savior in the mountain taught. 

In beatitude snblfme; 
80 we the mount Dursrutti, sought, 

In sixteen fifty nine (1669). 

And we the doctrine there proclaimed, 
Which on the mount, the Lord 

In boly lessons sweetly named. 
From tbe beloved ''Word.'* 

And as oar blessed meeting ebarmed, 

There came into the room. 
Stem men wltb dreadful weapons 

armed. 

And sealed our borrid doom. 

One ffimoo, Herce and foremost esme. 

And wltb blm many more; 
And our poor Bretbren^ prisoned 

them. 

And vexed tbelr bearto fUIl sore. 

Then horsemen and rough halbred- 
•rs. 

Bared swords In every hand, 
Rushed, cursed and swore; excited 
fears 

In all our Cbrlstian band. 

nien ropes were brought, and in the 

sight 

Of cbildrea dear, and wives, 



Two fiends nsmed fibrlner, left and 

right. 

Bound brothers 'gainst their cries. 

And then the teacher of the flocl^ 
Who glad himself confessed 

They took, and hastened to tbe block 
And threatened so^ tbe rest 

So. Ully Baumgardner, the bead. 
Went fettered fo his death; 

"Fear not. Oh little ilock, nor dread" 
He said with parting breath. 

To Trachselwald they first were lead 
Whose bailiir waiting stood: 

And took them then, in feir and dread* 
To Berne, to shed their blood. 

And there in prisons, vile and font, 
With other brethren thrown; 

Two ancient shepherds of the soul 
Cheered all, their Lord to own. 

The jailer sought to wean away 

These Christian, from their faith; 
: Bnt Ully straight declared their stay 
[ Was God. of lieaveu and earth. 

Cruel and false accused were they* 
To strange lands driven far; 

But yet by grace of Qod they pray; 
His love their guiding star. 

They trusted not in human aid; 

But built right on the "Rock." 
And crowns and scepters ne'er dis- 
mayed; 

Nor e'en tbe beadsman's shook. 

Tet none of these their duties cease. 

Imposta and tithes and taxea gave; 
And served their country well in 

peace; 

Prayed God. their rulers save. 

1660— Holland Forms a Snlss Men- 

nonlte Relief Committee. 

In 1660 (Miiller 206) a large num- 
ber of worthy people of the Nether- 
land cities of Dortrecbt, Haarlem, 
Leyden, Amsterdam and Rott*M-ihim, 
met and formed a oommittee to help 
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the Swiss Mennonite cause. This 
was a valuable aid to our sufferiug 
foretethere. This committee did u 
much toward settling Lancaster 
County and eastern Pennsylvania as 
any one of the three or four factors 
producing that reenlt The commit- 
tee lived at Ipast 75 years, and dur- 
InS the dreary time of the edicts of 
1671 and 1690 and later, and the dark 
days of the expulsion down the Rhiue 
into the Palatinate as late as 1700 
and the days of embarkation to 
America from 1707 to 1736 and later 
the Amstrrdam Menncmlte Charity 
and Emigration Committee, gave 
encouragement, made provisions with 
ttonarchs and rulers and furnished 
much of the moneys by which thr* 
Swiss and German Mennonites found 
relief in the New World. A remark- 
able fact is that while Holland was 
more thickly settled than Switzerland 
and Germany, few if any of the Hol- 
land Mennonites came to America. 
The design of this item is to set out 
conspicuously, the beginning of that 
noble organization in Holland in 
1660 which did so much during the 
followinj; three quarters of a century 
to aid the oppressed and persecuted 
forefathers, of the most numerous na- 
tionalities of our imperial county and 
of eastern Pennsylvania. 

ICM— List of Ancient Lancaster 
Ceiiity Ancestors fa Bene Jafl. | 

Under the year 1659, quoting from 
the Mirror p. 10<'>.'t, we noticed that 
the Mennonites driven from Zurich ^ 
migrated westward toward Berne, and | 
fell into afflictions there too. Miill-^r 
(p. 179) now tells us that in the be- 
ginning of 1660, the Holland Commit- 
tee or Mennonite Relief In Switzer- 
land found :i considerable number of 
these Emmenthal Mennonites in 
Berne Jails. 

The minutes of a meeting held by 
the committfe Jan. 20, 1060 reports 
the following in jail: 



1. Rudolph Wertz, from Lenzburg, 
not yet an avowed and declared 
Mennonite. 

2. Anthony Hinunelsburg, 'from the 

Congregation of Wattenwyl. 

3. Jacob Schlabach of Oberdicsbach. 

4. Ulrlch Baumgardner of Laupers- 

wyl. 

5. Hans Zuagg of SIgnau. 

6. Jacob Gut (Good) of Ofttringeu. 

of the Soffingen Congergatlon. 

7. Hans Jacob Mumprecht of Rueg- 

san. 

8. Peter Frider of Digler. 

9. Benedict Baumgardner of Laug- 

nau. 

10. Christian Christians of Langnau. 
II. Mathias Kauffman of Kriegstetten 

in Zolathurn district 

We observe in this list the names of 
Kauffman first appears — an ancestor, 
no doubt of the promlnmt and fsmlN 
lar family of that name here now. 

ie$^A Cengregttion ef Swiss Men- 
noaltes fa Alsnee. 

Feb. 4, 1060 there was a Mennonite 

congregation in Alsace, the leaders Of 
which had moved there from Switzer- 
land. On that day this congregation 
assembled and signed the Dortrechi 
Mennonite Confession of Faith — for- 
mulated and adoi)ted originally at 
Dortrecht. in Holland April 21. 1632. 
Among the Alsace brethren slgulBg 
the same in IfiGO were Jacob Schnebly 
of Budlenheim — Rudy E^li in Kunen- 
heim, Swissers and perhaps also 
Schmidt, Schneider and Funck. Thus 
before 1660 there was an immigration 
into the Palatinate or upon Its lM>r- 
ders. However the great inrush was 
:n 1671 (Mttller 195). 

lOiO-WnUeeas (ef Belgtra) Frleads 
ef 



From very early times there dwelt 

In Belgium in the region of Luxem- 
bourg and parts of Brabant, a Roman- 
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Ic people. In and before 1G60 they 
allowed a marked friendship for the 
persecuted Mennonltes. In 1660 one 
of tbese Willnnns wrote a bnok in 
French, dated Feb. 29, (which year 
must h^ve been a leap year) inter- 
ceding for them, addrewed to tlie op- 
ponents and persecutors of Menno- 
nltes and to the pastors and other 
leaders of the French diurdi, at 
Berne. We cannot ascertain much 
about the book — its name Of con- 
tents (Mullfr 183). 

1660— Am8terdaoi Intercessorj Letter, 
For the Menoiltei. i 

Apr. 16. 1660 a certain Harry Flem- 

Ing in Amsterdam wrote an letter of i 
nine pages, folio to William of Diesz- 
hach interceding for the Mennonltes 
and for better treatment of them. He 
bases the letter on passages from the 
Gospels and on a historical presenta- 
tton of the manner in which freedom 
of religion had won victory in the 
Netherlands and finally on the state- 
meat that wherever toleration gained 
a foothold it hronght blessings with It 
and persecutions always brought mis- 
ftortnne to the persecutors (Muiler 
17»). 

.liine 7. 1660 an Intercessory letter 
of the cities of Amsterdam, Rotter- 
dam and by the Holland States Gener- 
al carried by Adolph de Vreed, was 
persecuted to the Berne persecutors, 
and prmisslon was given to de Vreed , 
to meet the committee of the Swiss 
Government (\vh:)m we have seen be- 
fore, had entire charge of the Menno- 
nite question in Switzerland) and 
troat with them In the presence of the 
great Council and Burgesses. In this 
letter a beautiful testimony of noble 
character is given the Menuonites. 
They ware declared to ha a people 
who had lived In the cities of Holland 
and in the country, in perfect peace, 
many years, under the government ; 
they alw^a gladly r-ontributed what 
orer was demanded and levied of 
them in support of the Republic of 



Holland and fulfilled their duties as 
citizens; they always showed an ex- 
traordinary beneficence' toward the 
Reformed Church in Holland though 
not belonging to It; and they, short- 
iy before, on the recommendation of 
the Holland Cknrernment collected 
7000 pounds Holland money for the 
persecuted Waldenses? 

The letter then continues and says 
**We durst therefore not, deny our 

dear fellow citizens the favors of In- 
u reefiin?: with you in favor of their 
brethren in your country — Switzer- 
land, that if you cannot resolve to let 
them live as we do here In the ckios 
and country of Holland, that it may 
please you to treat them kindly sfter 
the example of those of Schaffhnusen 
or even after that of the Roman Cuth- 
olic prince of Neuberg, by giving 
them time to depart with their fam- 
ilies and their goods. Dated at Am- 
sterdam and Rotterdam, Holland, 
June 7. 1660 (M\uller 184). 

This Is a most extraordinary ex- 
ample on the part of one nation for 
cItizfM-i (f i.iiother, vl,o ^'pre in no 
way connected with the intercessory 
nation except by the ties of common 
humanity and of religion. It is an 
example (238 years earlier) of what 
the United States did toward the 
Spanish butcheries in Cuba. 

It is very strange that there should 

be such a marked difference between 
the Reformed Church of Hollani and 
the Reformed Church of Swltserland. 
Holland evidently was without fear 
and apprehension of any danger com- 
ing from the Mennonitea at this date, 
while Switzerland— particularly the 
j?reat canton of Berne— waa full of 
fear because of them. 

1660 — Lancaster County Ancestors 
Banished From Berne. 

Quoting above from the Mirror 
(1065) and from Mttller (170) wedted 

a list of Emmenthal Mennonltes US 
being in the Berne Jail in 1660. 
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Under the same date Miiller (p. 19i) 
meationa the same list with some 
Tftiiatlon of namei as beins banlilied 
Sept 10, from Berne and taken to 
Brug, Holland, in a ship. He men- 
tions Anthony Weber (Weaver) Jacob 
SdUabBdi, Ulrleh Bwnngardner Ja- 
cob Gut, Hans Jacob Mumprecht. 
Christian Christian, Rudolph Wertz, 
B«ii«llet Bsnmgardiier. Hans SSaugg, 
Peter Freider or Fridy, Mathias 
Kauffman and Hans Wenger. He adds 
that this was the first small emigra- 
tion to Holland, to which other Men- 
nonites afterwards joined thMttSelTSS 
(Miiller 191). 

MUiier adds (192) that the. Holiand- 
er« oontlnued to eare tor fhe Berne 
brethren continually. There existed 

a regular correspondence between 
them up to 1681 as a letter in native 
Dutch on the subject shows. 

16<)0— Mennonltes I'aj HesTj Bouu- 

ties in Lien of Aaslstfaig in War. 

During the wani ni the middle of 
the 17th century In Europe, heavy 

drains were made on the public reve- 
nues and upon the men of Switzer- 
land, of Oermany and of other coun- 
tries. Since the Mennonltes would not 
KG to war. they were compelled to 
make up large sums of money, and to 
contribute that instead. The general 
mass of Swiss Mennonltes were poor. 
They gave all they could possibly 
gather up; but that was far short of 
the demand on them, and for the shor- 
tage they were imprisoned. Their 
friends in Holland contributed for the 
Danzig Mennonltes In IMO, for the 
Poland Mennonltes in 1663. for rhe 
Moravians in 1665 and in 1678 for 
those in the Palatinate. The whole 
turn raised for the Palatinate, mainly 
by Holland, In the last year was 30.- 
000 guilden which was at least |12,- 
0<M>.00. The latter part of the same 
year they raised 20,000 guilden more. 
They also sent them several shiploads 
of goods. The sense of obligation to 



help the struggling brethren is shoWA 
here very beautifully (Miiller 162). 

1660— JUeplj to the Holland laterces. 



The authorities of Berne,, on JuM 

15 of this year make reply to the re- 
quests of Holland complaining that 
Swltserlaad should give the Menno* 
nltes batter treatment 

Berne says that rulers are bound to 
preserve good order and peace in the 
nation and also to preserve and defOad 
the true Reformed Evanglical Reli- 
gion, pure and unadulterated; that the 
disobedience of the Mennonltes haa 
given much offense to the government; 
and ways and means must be devised 
to root them out entirely now aa 
weeds, for they set bad examples: that 
it was Intended to do this with great 
patience and good nature, but the evil 
kept on growing and growing instead 
of abating: that Unatly twelve of the 
principal leaders and teachers have 
been arrested and placed in confloe* 
ment, but not in Jail, and that a room 
has been furnished for them so that 
the Imprisonment shall not be too se- 
vere; that the government authorities, 
who are all sworn to support the Re- 
formed Faith held friendly discus- 
sions with these Mennonlte leaders 
and reasoned with them so that they 
might be won back, but all this was of 
no avail; that nothing Is left but to 
3lear the land of them entirely, since 
they are so stubborn; they cannot ba 
tolerated at all; that their goods and 
possessions must be taken from them 
.because property is always a source 
I of power and so long as they have 
property they can do harm; and be- 
sides, a Just punishment for violating 
the law is deprivation of property. 

All this was decided upon, declare 
the Swiss authorities: but as Holland 
has so strongly intervened they de> 
Clare they would modify the dectslOB 
somewhat and not sibaolutely confis- 
cate the MennonitP property; but only 
; take it and hold it for their use and 



* 
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give them tlw iMeoBW tor It, that was 

left after expenses were taken out; 
and at the death of the owner the 
prlaelpal woald be paid oat to Ua 

wife and children If they obey the 
government and the religion of the 
country. If not, then it should go to 
such relatloua as did adhere to the 
Reformed Religion (Do. 186). 

I t ii Berne Withdraws MenaMUte 

Permit to xMl^rate. 

At one time the Swiss Government 
gave to ICaiiBonltes wlio migrated 

from the country, certificates as to 
their character, citizenship, etc. But 
later this was slopped. Then the Hol- 
land authorities were satislled wltii tlic 
baptismal records given to the Men- 
nonite immigrants by their church 
authorities. The Berne governmeut <n 
1660 ordered this to be stopped, so 
that the Holland authorities shonli 
deny entrance to the Mennonites. But 
In spite of all this. Holland received 
and comforted these perseeuted Swiss 
brethren (MOller 191). 

1660— Holland Mennonites Interest 
Holland Cio^ernnient in the Sniss. 

For some time the Mennonites of 
Holland tried directly, to Infloence 

Switzerland to be more mild to their 
brethren, about Berne and Zurich. 
Bnt they would do very little. Then 
they appealed to their own govern- 
ment (Holland) authorities to Inter- 
vene. The Holland government then 
appointed De Vreede as a ipedal 
agent of the government to intercede 
in Switzerland. Amsterdam and Rot- 
terdam took a leading part in the 
movement (Mttller 167). 

June 21. Adolph De Vreede having 
spent some time in Switzerland asked 
to Inspect the Jail where the Menao« 
nites were imprisoned. He was diown 
their sleeping apartments. They were 
allowed to have a friendly conference 
with him and he eonnselled them to 
be patient and to trust to the Holy 
Spirit for comfort (Do. 186). 



IMt—HoIland Mennonites "Sot 8t 
Strict as Swiss Mennonites. 
Adolyh De Vreede, as we have seen, 
admonished his imprisoned Swiss 

brethren to be patient He told them 
also that they should not be obstre- 
perous; and that they should yield in 
minor points, so that the Swiss gov- 
ernment officers (who were of the 
Reformed Church) would let them out 
of prison. But whilo they greeted him 
with friendly salutation, and in chris- 
tian fellowship, they would not yield 
my of their principles, at all. I>e 
Vreede, as was the case with Holland 
Mennonitps, Renerally. w'as quite lib- 
eral in his views. The Holland Men- 
nonites, by becoming liberal soon 
found many favors and much proteo* 
tion from their cnvprnment. They 
wanted the Swiss Mennonites to modi- 
fy their views also, and to compromise 
with the government's request. De 
Vreede toUl them that they should 
?ive up a lot of their fos>'ism. But 
they would not do so. They preferred 
to suflfer, rather than violate their 
conscience. Rev. A. D. Wenger, who 
visited the Mennonites of Switzerland, 
of Germany and of Holland a tew 
years ago, says the Holland Menno- 
nites today are more liberal and 
worldly than the Swias and others 
(Do. 186). 

1660— Concessions Demanded by Hol- 
land lor Swiss Mennonites — 
Swiss Answer. 

De Vreede had with him six ear- 

tificates of concessions, granted to 
Mennonites by the Holland Govern- 
ment; and he urged that Switzerland 
should grant the same to her Menno- 
nites. They were: (1) The ordinance 
of Jan. 1577, by which the Mennonites 
of Middleburg were relieved of all 
forms of oaths, because that was a 
matter of conscience; (2) A prohibi- 
tion by the Prince of Orange. Earl of 
Nassau, of Jnly 1670, restrsining all 
persons from Interfertns? with Menno- 
nites, in their trade, and freeing them 
from all fines in pursuing trade; (3) 
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An acknowledgment of fbe last named 

concession, by Maurice of Orange, In 
ir>93; (4) A reprimand by the States 
General to the City of Aerdenburg 
(Holland) Hay 1615 because that city 
Interfered with the Mennonltea In the 
exercise of their religion; (5) A repl- 



natlona toward the Mennonltea, about 
1680. 

1«M-Blhini^ (Praosb) and tka Men- 
nonJtes. 

Elblng is a city in West Prussia on 
the Gulf of Danslg of 42000 people to- 
day. In this town. Mennonites flonr- 



tition the order of Nov. 16, lfi19 ^rant- jshed nearly 400 years a^o. For over 
Ing them freedom from interference i lOO years, or down to about 1B60, 
In trade; and (6) An order of the they were compelled to hold their 
States General of Ang. 1651, according } meetlncrs secretly here, and in prl- 
to which marrlasfe contracts solem- vate families. They were at last al- 
nized by Mennonite ministers shall be . lowed to build a church ifi 1660. The 
aa valid and binding as if done by | same privilege was allowed to the 
■State Church authority, which custom Prieslan Mennonitps^, living nn the 
was allowed Holland Mennonites over borders of Germany and Holland, 
sixty years (Mfiller 186). j about the same time. They were also 

Their demands for concessions after to build hoapiUla for the 

being presented were heard by the In- n""!" s'^'* Thus their privileges 
ferior court or council. But instead 
of deciding the matters they certified 



them to the Superior Council in Berne 
as thp highest body, and they gave 

■opinion that: 

1. No concession can be granted 
nntil it is decided whether the govern- 
ment will modify Its orders against 

the Mennonites or not. 

2. It is not advisable to modify the 



began al)out this time (Rrons 2G0). 

1660— Muslcul Instruments Not Al- 
lowed in Early Mennonite 

Brona tells in (p. 260) that as the 
early Mennonites held services se- 
cretly, they did not have either in- 
strumental or vocal music as part of 
their worship, since it would reveal 
the consrre^atlon and endan.^er ar- 



edicu preventing Mennonites from ^^^^ ^his writer also says that about 
emigrating to Holland The orders \ ^^^^ jy^^^^ ^y^^ ^„ 

cannot now be revoked, taking away I Mennonites were allowed to 



the Mennonite property from them 
(except a small Interest) because the 

Mennonites of the country of Lenz- 
burg and of Eggivyl are gaining every 
•day in numbers and they declare the 
government is yielding. 

?>. The complaint that the Menno- 
nites are persecuted barbarously are 
not true. 

4. That Adolph De Vreede, while he 

will be allowed to rnntinue to con- 



build houses of worship, they omit- 
ted organs and iusirumeuts from 
their equipment partly because .they 
feared to m:ikp much noise in connec- 
tion with worsliip, and partly because 
of a prejudice against instrumental 
music Jn service fktnn the Itmg ens- 
torn of havin'? omitted them. They 
thought it wrong to have them. How- 
ever, soon after 1660 tho Friestan 
.Mennonites installed a pipe Organ in 



verse with the Mennonites in the jail, their church. They were the first of 



must first declare what and how he 
wished to spealt to them and must 
speak only In the presence of the 

'Swiss authorities. 



the European Mennonites to use or- 
gan music in their service. This In- 
novation was very offensive to tho 

Flemish Mennonites. who lived near 



This shows pretty clearly, the atti- i them in Flanders, who were more 
tnde of Uieee two antlpodally disposed | strict Tet later the two congregn- 
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tions amalgamated Into one. | 
We may perhaps, here have somej 
light upon the cause of the great 
mass of the Mennonlte church not 
havln? musical Instruments in their 
churches today. The prejudice against 
instruments of music must have been 
very strong, when each great mnttc 
lovers as the Germans, would not al- 
low them to be used. 

1C71— Benewed InteroestlOM Bj 

Holland. 

There is a letter dated Feb. 26. 1661 
written by the Hollanders, thanking 

the Swiss authorities for finally al- 
lowing the persecuted Mennonites to 
leave; but the letter, at the same 
time, complains that the time given 
them to 20 is entirply too short, s'nce 
they cannot sell their property in that 
time, except at great loss, not settle 
their obligations. Thus th^ ask that 
the time be extended. 

These intercessions, were recorded 
also by each of the slz largest con- 
gregations of Holland, viz: those of 
Dortrecht (where the Mennonite 
Church really was born). Leyden. 
Oouda, . Haarlem. Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam. 

The sianiers for Dortrecht were 
William Broithhunsen, Thielem Van 
Bracht (Author of the Great Mar- 
tyrs' Mirror) ^\xn Zorn F?y Lib boom. 
Geisbert Rees. Cornelius Dirciison of 
Soferyl and Kiaus Cornel. 

The signers for Leyden were Jaones 
Van Gamerslagh, Anton David Kop. ; 
Abraham Jackson of Limburgh. John 
Bogl. Henrich Van der Doeck and 
Lndwig Peter Caelvert 

The sij^ners for noiidfi were Hen- 
rich Giesbach, Adrean Kahlor, .lohn 
Glllis. Comellui Ahr&hamlssen« Paul 
Ollltesen and Wouhert Daemen. 

The signers for Haarlem were 
Peter Marcus, Boudebin Doom, Isaac 
Snep. Conrad Von Bollenbom, Lam- 
bert Colen and John Everson. 

The signers for Amsterdam were 



I Tobias Wingert, Hubert Wlagfrtr 
I Isaac Van Limburg, Gerrett Kuysen 
and Fraus Stevens. 

The signers for Rotterdnm were 
Andreas Jacobsen. Jean BciiCs. Bas- 
tian von Weehingen, Guil van der 
Sluys. Mathias Mullen and U.^ndrlck 
DoMnan of Reet 

I mention the names of the«»* lead- 
ers of these six chief Mennoniu con- 
gregations of Holland, hocause» 
while scarcely any of them (>re fa^ 
miliar Lancaster County naiMs. they 
are the very men who and principally 
whose sons, throughout Holland did 
very great service fror-.i tb's tinii» on- 
ward to 1710 and later, in gathering 
money and means and in moiikling 
the Influences which enah.ed the p*r- 
;tcutod Monnonltes of Sw't/erlhnd 
and of the Palatinate, (Gemany) to 
get started to Pennsylvania end to 
our county. Holland early formed an 
omi^ration society to help our S^viss 
and German ancestors to A4n€.rica 
(Mllller 192). 

HenBOttltes Furnish Voltend 
Money to Defend Grentagen. 

In the northern part of Holland, ou 
the Reit Diep River is Gronlntfdi a 
city of 56000 people. It was bom- 
barded in 1666, and the citizens lacked 
money. The government called on 
the Mennonites of Holland; and 12 
small congregations raised In a "^w 
years 149.810 guilden toward a gov- 
ernment loan. A few years earlier 
the town was bomdarded also by 2,- 
1 4000 French with 60 cannon or mor- 
tars. The whole cost was 8 tons of 
■;old. The catholics were not allow- 
ed to take part in the defense. This 
is the first time in history that such 
mortars were known. Those that the 
Dutch captured were exhibited in the 
museum for money. (Brons 145). 

106S— Differenees Betwm Palatine, 
Swiss and Menaoaites. 

This year, in the official conference 
between Holland end Berne, a oom- 
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p&rlKm is made between the Aaabap- 

titsts of the three countries. The 
Berne authorities say to Holland that 
the Holland Mennonites are different 
from the Swiss branch. There in 
Hclland are well off and pay taxes 
willingly and contribute to the Re- 
toraed Churches as well as thefrowa 
and have farms, etc.; but the Swiss 
Mennonites are of the poor classes 
and exempt from taxes and do not 
help to defend the Fatherland or 
show anything of a public spirit at 
all. in recent disturbances they were 
not peaceable: but were carrying on 
all manner of secret Intrigue. Be- 
sides no pressure can be brou?:ht on 
them so as to affect their conscience. 
(Mflller 198). 

IMt-BukkaMer nd Gingrich 
EseaiMb 

This vf ii ChriaUan Gingrich and 
Hans Rurkholder escaped from the 
jail of Berne. Miiller tells us (p. 146) 
thot the Berne jails were all full of 
these people now, and that the watch 
had become careless and there were 
several escapes, among them the two 
mentioned above. He says that they 
even allowed some of them to go walk- 
ing and they were even Icnown to go 
out and preach alone. They came 
back in the evenings. 

. Isaac LefeTer, Lancaster Comtj 

Pioneer Bom. 
Rupp quotes approvingly, Mr. Cony- 
n?ham. that Isaac Lefever was born 
this year (Rupp 97). The Penn Land 
Commipsioners confirmed to Isaac I>p- 
fever 2000 acres of land in the Pe- 
qnea in 1712, being a part of 10.000 
acres first allowed to the original 
colony of Mennonites who settled in 
our county. Martin Kendig. who had 
first right to it asked It to be laid out 
to Maria Warenbuer and she asked it 
laid out to her son-in-law Isaac Le- 
fever and to Daniel Ferree. The Le- 
fevers were FYench Huguenots, who 
fled Into the Palatinate from perseea> 



tlon. They dwelt In the town of Stein- 

weller, Germany. Mr. Conynghatn. In 
an address delivered July 4. 1842, on 
the early settlers of PeQoaa valley, 
spoke eloquently of the good quilitie^ 
of the Lafevers and Ferreas. (Da) 

t679->Daili Cby and Hans HaMeBU 

Gaatemned. 

This year it was ordered by the au- 
thorities of Berne, that no one was to 
visit the Mennonitea In that Canton, 
particularly those of Zoflngen and 
Canalsingen. under a penalty of 200 
pounds. Two Mennonites who were 
ordered banished, were particularly 

to be shunned — Doris Eaby from 
Trachselwald and Hans Haldeman 
man from Hotchiken. It was ordered 
that if they are caught they are to be 
branded with hot irons and be sent 
xway. This last punishment was or- 
dered by the mandate of November S. 
iHTO. There was also a mandate of 
November 28, the same year. It was 
ordered that the Mennonitea who are 
?oing about in the Swiss country, 
preaching should lie found out. :ind a 
list be made of them, so that they may 
ill be arrested. They are to be pub- 
licly whipped and be expelled. If they 
■'ome back, they are to be burned with 
Tons. Their teachers are to be de- 
livered to the dupgeon. (Mflller 144). 

The authorities of Berne declared. 

*he be-innin^ of this year that the 
former orders were not obeyel and 
that this Mennonlte faith was becom- 
ing a grat stumbllog block and must. 

be removed (Do. 139). Several oth^r 
mandates were issued this same year 
(Do. 137). 

Doers Aeby is an early form of our 

familiar name Toris or Thoodorus 
Eby, earliest settler of upper Mill 
Creek. Lancaster County where he 
had a large mill. Hans Haldeman la 
a representntive of the numerous and 
prominent family of that name in 
Eastern Pennsylvania and elsewhere 
today. 
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1«71— Porertj Stricken Condition of 
Oar Safferlng Swiss Ancestors. 

About this year the condition of the 
nonreslstants became unbearable in 
Berne, wht^ city now iienecuted 
them more severely than ZuHch, This 
was because Zurich had practically 
exterminated them. We are told 
(Brons 226) that both individuals and 
whole congregations of Berne Menno- 
nites had to be assisted about this 
time. Tbls was so, especially, right 
after the Armies of Louis XIV (who 
reigned over France from 1643 to 
1716) had devastated the Palatinate in 
his fierce wars, whldi raged about 
tbls time. 

If71— Tke Great Swiss Extd«t Iito 
the Pnliitinatc. 

This year begins the last act of the 
bloody drama of centuries, which pre- 
pared our Swiss and Palatinate Ances- 
tors to come to Pennsylvania in 1710 

and later. 
This year (1971) tbe distress of the 

Mennonites of western Swltserland 

became prt-at tliat about 7ot per- ' 
sons, young and old, men and women, 
were compelled to tarn their backs to- 
wards the "Fathorland". Some au- 
thorities say there were "TOO families" 
and not only 700 persons. 

They migrated to the Palatinate— 
that is the Rhine country — a region of 
wide extent A few of their brethren i 
had gone there as early as 1527, and 
kept up a couple small congregations 
there. This was at the be-xinnin? of 
the Reformation, when Luther had set 
the world aflre and when Zwinsll was 
fanning the flame and when Menno i 
Simon felt the cords, of the faith ' 
which had hitherto bound him to the 
Catholic snap, and give way. 

In 1672 Van Bracht. the chief Mcn- 
nonite historian and teacher of Dort- 
recht visited the Berne *Mennonites 
and found their condition very poor 
and miserable. He found the reports 
even worse than they were reported] 



by Jacob Everllng of Obersulzhelm. 
Copies of Everling's letters we will 
give in a later Item. (Mtiller 195). 

1671— Swiss lieformed Church's Ylew 
Of Swiss Mennonites and o( 
Galley Tertare. 

In the year 1671 the Reformed 

clergy again mediated and went be- 
fore tbe Council with a petition which 
shows their view of the Anabaptists or 
Meniinnites. and wUch WO rcprodnce 
here in abstract. 

"Tbe great privilege accorded the 
Baptists four years ago to leave the 
country — free with goods and chattels, 
has been an honor to the powers that 
be, and has also shown how far the 
spirit of the Reformed Church is re- 
moved from the spirit of the Anti- 
christ It is to be deplored that these 
poor, erring people did not take this 
benefaction sufficiently to heart, but 
have returned to their native land 
contrary to the orders of the authori- 
ties, partly for the love of home, and 
partly for the honor of their doctrine. 
For this they h:tvo dt'served punish- 
ment. Bui as David asked of the Lard 
that he might punish himself, and he 
not be Riven over into the bonds of 
his enemies, therefore we intercede 
in behalf of these deluded persons 
doomed to punishment that they may 
not he delivered over to strangers (or 
foreigners) and enemies of the justice 
of Jesus Christ, viz: to the galleys, 
and thereby be thrown not only in 
erreat danger to lose their soul, but 
also to suffer untold misery and pain 
(since it is known what cruel methods 
are employe i on the galleys to make 
these victims turn apostate). The 
confessors of our faith (the Reformed) 
<«ho have just been released from 
these Implements of tortutv cnn re 
late plenty thereof. By the awful 
vices and atrocities which are dally 
perpetrated, not only before them, but 
very often on them, practically in 
Italy, ail possiiblity for a tru9 and 
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contrite Christian spirit is cut off. We 
are not only concerned, on account of 
these people, but also for your own 
sake and for the sake of your othpr 
subjects. You are by divine authority 
given power over these people; but 
God has limited this power. The door 
to a penitent, returned for the re- 
demption of his soul may not be 
eluMd asalnst man. If the country is 
to enjoy the blessings of God. It has 
pleased an all-wise God to make these 
erring people, so to say, a thorn in 
the flesh of our high authorities and 
the clerrj:y as a punishment ever since 
the Reformation, which thorn could bo 
far not be removed, no matter what 
means were employed. Once before 
the galley punishment was used in : 
spite of the intercession, at that time; 
but Ood did not want to sanction this 
method, and the evil became even 
greater, until lately when by the 
clemency shown, the greater part oi j 
these people were removed from the 
country. This method will have con- ' 
tinned success without usin'sr such 
extreme measures, of which Reformed 
institutions have such horror, that 
they not only have abolished such 
slavery among themselves, but have > 
never handed over any one for auch | 
pnniahmnt j 
It Is known, however, that the 
enemies of truth use this as one of 
the most powerful methods to force 
the confessors of truth to a revoca- 
tion of their faith: what would we 
have to bear from them if we were 
to hsnd them over to such, who allege 
a 'principium rellgionla' tor their 
obstinacy for torture? 

What would be more pitiable than 
If these poor people (should they be 
sent thither, bnt which God in his 

grace may prevent), be Induced to 
deny their faith, which, as we are 
told, some of the others have done? 

Should they, however, remain stead- 
fast and loynl. this woulfi he a matter 
of triumph to the others, and would | 



cause great defection , among the 
peasantry, who regard these Baptists 
as poor people, anyway. Although 
we are otherwise not so bold as to 
interfere with your business, we 
could not let this opportunity pass to 
di8char2;e our conscience in this matr 
ter which is of such great Importance 
to the salvatipn of souls, and the 
honor of our church. 

And although no one suffers more 
from these people, separated from us 
by error, and arrogant peculiar holi- 
ness, than the servants of the Re- 
formed church, we. nevertheless, will 
not cease to minister to their salva- 
tion In a spirit of Impartial Christian 
love, and to avert In the measure of 
our power all that may be harmful to 
them, wherefore, we plead for a 
change and modification of this galley 
punishment inflicted upon them, for 
the sake of the honor of God, and for 
the salvation of their -souls, as well 
as for the good name of Jesus Christ 
in whom we glory and after whom WO 
are named. Amen (D. E.)" 

For this honorable and candid ex- 
pression the clergy received no lauda- 
tion and thanks from their strict 
superiors; but a high othcial repri- 
mand was given them. 

It thus seems that while the Re- 
formed church was now the state 
church of Switzerland, and while the 
rulers were Reformed churchmen, 
yet the clergy of that church were 
horror stricken that the government 
should inflict galley torture upon the 
Mennonltes (Mflller 221). 

1671 — Twelve Swiss Mennonltes Con- 
temwd to TawttaB Ctelleya. 

Milller states (p. 216) that, at m 

conference of several Evangelicnl 
Titles and St. Gall, held at Aarau 
April 5th to 7th. 1671, the honorary 
ambasssdors from Berne etated. for 

what reasons they were compelled to 

condemn 12 of your obstinate Baptists 
to the galleys. Two of them had 
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promised obedience, tour had de- 
clared their readiness to quit the 
country. Tbese six were not shipped, 
but the other six. who had remaineil 
stubborn and obstinate were fettered 
and sent to Venice in rhnrge of a 
lieutenant and two muskateers, with 
the concession, however, that they 
could change their mind en-TOUte. 
Th'-y' w.Te condemned to two year? 
and were to be kept together on the 
galleys. (Ft. A.) 

This method of punishment came 
into use in the year 1671. when the 
extermination of the sect was to be 
carried out with full force, at the time 
when the great expulsion into Alsace 
took place; in the year when the 
Council in Berne was occupied in 
almost every meeting with the affairs 
of the Baptists. 

1671— Swiss Eiiiii?rant8 Into the Pala- 
tiiiafe Support Those Following. 

The numerous Swiss who had settl- 
ed about the year 1671 In the Palati- 
nate, and In Alsace wefe, in the foi- 
lowins years the support of all those 
who, either voluntarily or by force 
had left Switzerland. The Count of 
Wlod c>i .\ew-weid also showed this 
cnn?t:int willingness to receive exiled 
Baptlstst or Mennonites. The Palati- 
nate and Aleace, too, were not far 
distarit from the old -hom ■. T?nis 
there were always communications 
between the new abode and Switzer- 
land in person and by letter. A cer- 
tain nin-relH of Schwarzenbiirg. took 
Menuonite children from there, as 
well as from Pohleren and Blnmen- 
steln to the Palatinate for Instruction 
and afterwards called for them again 
to take them home. (Miiller 206). 

1671 — Jacob Everting of Obeusnftzen 

Describes Mennonhe Suffering 

In Berne. 

Umier (pp. 196 et sea). Rnpp (p. 
7S etc) and the Mirror (p. 1066) all 
ghre extracts from sereral letters 



written by Jacob Bverling fnmi AprU 

If'Tl to January 1072, describing the 
condition and suffering of the Ana- 
baptists or Mennonite brethren abont 
that time in and about Berne, Swlti- 

erland. 

In the first letter of April 7th among 
other things he says: "As to the re- 
quest of the friends, concerning the" 
situation of our Swiss brethren in the 
Berne dominion, the facts are, that 
they are in a very sad condition, as- 
we have learned from the lips of the 
furitives that have arrived here, some 
ot whom are still In my house. They 
say, that they are dally hunted by 
constablrs, and, as many as they can 
^et. taken prisoners to the city ot 
Berne, so that about four weeks ago 
about forty, men and women, were In 
confinement there. They have also 
scourged some, and banished them 
from the country, one of whom has 
arrived here. They also scourgfed a 
minister in the word, and then con- 
ducted him out of the country, iuto 
Burgundy, where, when they arrived 
there, they first branded him. and let 
him go anion'? the Walloons. How- 
ever, as he could talk with no one, 
he had to go about three days with 
his burnt body, before his wt>nnd8 
were dressed and he obtained some 
refreshments: bein? In such a con- 
liton. that when they undresed him 
for the purpose of binding his wounds, 
the matter ran down his back, as a 
brother who helped dress his wounds 
told me himself. This friend arrived 
in Alsace together with two women 
and a man, who had also been 
scourged and banished. Hence they 
proceed very severely, and, as it 
seems, will not desist from their pur- 
pose until they shall have utterly 
banished from their country and ei- 
terminated this harmless people. 

It also appears that nothins further 
can be done In favor of these perse- 
cuted brethren; for besides that the 
friends of Amsterdam and elsewhere 
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labored for several years In the mat- ' 
ter. so that several favorable letters i 
of raeommendatlon from tbe Lords | 

Slr^t* s nf HnlLmd, U also In partiru- 
lar from the city of Amsterdam, and 
also cf other persons of quality, were 
aent thither to the magistrates; alto, 
in the ypTf ififiO, an Express named 
Adolf de Vreede, was sent to them; 
however, he dfd not eflfect much for 
tho benefit of our friends there. 
Hence. I crnnot see that the frienris 
at present will be able to effect any- 
thins that would tend to tbe relief of 
niir persF-nited brethren thero. We 
will have to await with patience the 
deliverance which the Lord our Col 
may be pleased to grant them/* 
(Mirror 1066). 

1671— Letters ef Jacob ETerllng of 
ObevsnltMit (coitiaiied) 

In his letter of May 2nd. he pays: 
"The persecution of our frieuds con- 
tinues as rlsorous as before, so rhat 
we are surprised, th u they rio noi 
make more speed in leaving the 
country. Now and then one or two 
come stras^llng down; but the most 
of them stay above Strasbur?, in Al- 
sace. Some go Into the woods and 
chop wood; others go to the moun- 
tains and woric In the vineyards. In 
the hope, as it njiprars to m?. thnt 
by and by tranquility will be restored 
and that they mi;ht be able with the 
greater convenience to return to their 
for?aken abocles: but I fear, that It 
will not pass over so soon, and that 
they wilt find themselves greatly de- 
ceived in their hope. 

Thp niiTistrates at Berne causel 
six of tbe prisoners, among whom 
WPS a man with nine children, to be 
fastened to a chain, and to be sold for 
the sea. to be used as s;:illey slaves 
between Milan and Malta; but as tol 
what they propose to do with the 
other prisoners, cannot really be ' 
le:)rned. Ono nf the prisnners. an n!fi 
man of about eighty years, died in i 



prison. May the Lord comfort them 
iu their sorrow, and strengthened 
tbem In tbeir wealcnest, so that tb«y 
mi.y piticnt'y bear the cros^. and 
strive faithfully unto the end, for the 
truth of the gospel, and thus be en- 
abled ultimately to obtain tbe promV 
ed salvation and crown of life. 
Amen. 

In his latter of October 13, to Henry 

Backer Or Baker he says, "Hendrick 
(le Backer, most esteemed friend and 
beloved brother in Christ. I wish you 
and yours much grace and peace 
From Ood our Heivenly Father, 
through our Lord .Tesus Chrlat, as a 
friendly greeting. Amen. 

This is In reply to yonr request 
touching the condition of our perse- 
cuted Swiss brethren. The facts are, 
that on the 11th ult., it was resalved 
In the full council at Berne, to send 
the male prisoners that are youns 
and strong also upon the gall?ys, 
even as they have before this done 
to six of them: but the old and feeble 
they would either send el5pwhere or 
keep them in pereptual confinement 
Learning of this resolution, and being 
moved to compassion, a certain gen- 
tleman in Berne went to the ma^i?;- 
trates. and requested that they wuuld 
be pleased to postpone sending away 
the prisoners until he cnuld go to 
tht'ir f I'llow-believers. residing in Al- 
sace, and see whether they would be 
responsible for tbe prisoners, by 
promlsln'T that the latter, after leav- 
ing the country, should return no 
more wthout consent? This he ob- 
tained, and comln; into Alsace to 
our friends, he presented the matter 
to them, who. as soon as they had 
heard It. forthwith accept**d tbe con- 
ditions, and promised, in rase the au- 
thorities at Berne should be plea-ed 
to send the prisoners to them, that 
tbey would be responsible for them, 
•nd aid them in obtaining other 
abodes. This our friend, as I under- 
stand, promised this gentiemaa (his 
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name was Beatus), not only orally, 
but also gave It to blm tn writing. 
Therenpon be promlBed tbem agfttn 

to do his best with the authoiitlps of 
Berne, antl hojiod to ol)tain so much 
from them, that they should bring the 
prlBoners as far aa Baale, from wbere 
tbe friends might take tbem away 
with them. Hence, we long to me^t 
them, dally expecMng to hear that 
they have arrived in Alsace, or that 
tb^ tilt Ay. come over bere to ua. 

At this moment there htive arrived 
at my house, four Swiss brethffn 
with their wives and children, who 
aay, that also many otbers are on the 
way, since the persecution and search 
are dally increasing. Concluding 
berewitb, I commend you. after a 
Christian and brotherly sreettn?, to 
tho Most IVi'xh. for ynur eternal sal- 
vation. Your affeclionite friend and 
brother In Cbriat Jacob EverUng." 

In his letter of November 2, he says 

"ConrrrrrivT onr Swiss friends, they 
are now coming this way in large 
parties, so that there slready arrived 
.over two hundred persons, and amon.g 
them are miny old, ?rrny-headed peo- 
ple, both men and women, that have 
reached seventy, ei^htv, yea. ninety 
years: a!so a numhpr that are crip- 
pled and lame: cnr-yin:: their buniles 
on their backs, with children on their 
arms, some of good cheer: some also 
with fearful eyes, particularly the old 
and feeble persons, who now in their 
great age are compelled to wander 
about In misery, and go to strange 
cot'n^rfpfl, and miny of thom h"»ve 
nothinn; on which to sleep by ni'^ht, so 
that I and otbers with me. have now 
for about two weeks had to make it 
our rf^ular work, to provide shelter 
and other necessaries for them. 

We are also In dally expectation of 
still more, so that we hope, that when 
the people have mostly left the 
country, the prisoners also will be re- 
leaaed. Farewell. (Mirror 1068). 



Referring to their "coming this 
way" means coming from Swltaerland 

around about Berne, toward Obersult- 
zen. which is a small town, where 
Everllng lived, about 10 miles north- 
west of Manheim on the Lower Rhine 
in. the very heart of the Palatinate, in- 
to which the Swiss Mennonites were 
now swarming. 

1671— Letters of Jacob Everllnlg of 
Obersnltsen.— (Continued) 

In bis letter of Jan. 5th, 1672. he 

says: "There has arrlVed In the re- 
gion above Heidelberg, a man being a 
minister in the North, having twelve, 
mostly very young chllldren, but hav- 
ing. 88 I understand, brought wl h him 
only four rix-dollars in money, and a 
very poor horse. Some others have 
brought with them some money, bot 
many have nothing at all. so that after 
c-lo-;e examination there was found 
among two hundred and eighty-two 
persons one thousand and forty-alz 
rix-dollars. And In the Alzey Railll- 
wick. there were found one hundred 
and forty-four persons; but ss to what 
their means are I have nut learned; 
but from appearances I judje them 
to be most indigent. In short, we (Ind 
that their number consists of about 
eighty full families, then further, 
widows, s^iu'^le persons, an! hu-^'iands 
and wives that had to forsake ihoir 
companions, because tbe latter, being 
attached to the Reformed religion, 
could not make up their minds to 
leave; in all. six hundred and forty- 
one persons, whose funds amounts to 
no more than the little sum already 
stated: so Lhit you can easily calcu- 
late, that considerable assistance will 
he necessary. Besides these, we 
unl»'rstand, there are about one hun- 
dred persons more sojourning in 
Alsace, whom we also expect by the 
fnre part of the year. Farewell." 

Subsequently the brotherhoods re- 
siding in the provinces of the Unified 
Netherlands. In March of the same 
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year, 1672, sent eome from their midst | 

to the Palatinate, who traveling? 
everywhere to the persecuted breth- 
ren and hearlns and seeing them, not 
only found the above related, to be 
true, but also, thnt already some of 
the last mentioned had come over 
from Alsace, who, bringing also, like 
the others, no funds with thMtt. were, 
together with these, aided and com- 
forted by the common aasistance of 
the wealthy churches or brotherhoods 
of the United Provinces. 

Moreover, they learned from some 
of the forty prisoners themselves that 
they had all been released, and, ac-| 
cording to the request of the above 
mentioned gentlemen, been b. ought i 
to Basle, and there turned over to I 
their brethren, with whom they then 
together removed. F^it when the 
chiefest of them were asked why they 
had not left sooner and soaght snch 
places, where they might have livej 
with more freedom according to their 
conscience, seeing the author ties 
had not prevented their leaving, they 
gave dUterc nt rn:'soiis for it, of which 
the followiu:? ones were not the least. 

1. They said that they say that the 
churches greatly waxed and increased. 
St) fli it, though under the cross, they 
nevertheless flourished as a rose 
amon? thorns, and that further in- 
crease could daily be expected because 
many pprsons manifested themselves, 
who saw the light shine out of dark- 
ness, and began to love the same and 
seek after it; that the ministers con- 
siderin"? this in thoir heart, founl 
themselves loth to leave the country, 
fearinit; that thereby this promising 
harvest mi^^ht bo lost, an 1 thus ninny 
fall back from their gooi purpose; 
and hence, they chose rather to suf- 
fer a little than to leave In order that 
thev mitrht yet rescue some souls from 
perdition and bring them to Christ. 

2. A second reason was, that they 
could not BO easily take their de- 
parture to other countries, because 



there are among them many divided 
families, of whom the husband or the 
wife is in the church, while the corn* 
panlon still ' attended the pu4>lle 
church, in which case, if the tatter 
would not follow their persecuted 
companions, also to forsake ' every- 
thing and leave the country, it 
caused great Inconvenience and sor- 
row; that there were even divers 
ministers not exempt from this dif- 
ficulty, and there were also two 
minij-ters there In thp Palatinate, who 
had wives that were not in the church, 
and whom they (having secretly been 
warned by a good friend), also had 
had to leave by ni:^ht. and tike to 
night, without knowini as yet whether 
their wives would follow them, or 
whether they, loving their property 
more than their hi!sb:in:l?. should 
remain there in the land, and forsake 
their husbands. That such cases 
crented the more sorrow and diflficnlty. 
because the authorities granted liberty 
to such remaining persons, whether 
women or men, to marry again and 
sook other companions. The^^e and 
other reasons had prevented them 
from departing uneompelled out of 
their earthly fatherlmd: but induced 
rhem nther fas they had now done), 
to wait until they should see that 
they could no longer remain there and 
rr r^^prve a good consclenco." (Mirror 

1067). . 

The only excuse for devoting so 
much time and space to these letters 
fs that, the poople of whnm Everling 
(now perhaps Eberly) writes, are the 
ancestors of at least 90 per cent of 
the German and Swiss descendants 
forming the back bone of our country 
today. 

IC71— Bcnw Helds VmmbIIm at 
Hostafts. 

Not only did the exodus Into fhe 
Palatinate suddenly grow to great 
proportions during this year, but 
Berne began the enstom of oompelllng 
the Mennonlte congregaUoBs la thai 
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part of Switzerland, to send hostages ' 
to compel the coa^regaUons to obey 
the Btrlnsent rales laid down for these 
brethren. Each eonsregation was com- 
pel ltd to send two or three prominent 
men to Berne whom Berne could tor- 
tore, send to the Venetian galleys or 
kill, if the con2:rP7atinn disobeyed. 
Three of these hosta^?es were Andrew 
Mowrer of Thun and Christian Oescb 
an J Peter Forney (Fahrnl) (MflUer 
144. p. 339). 

1671— XennoniteH* Friends Find Hos- 
pitnls for Tliem. 

Flamming, a friend of the Swiss 
Hennonltes this year wrote to Berne 

expr ' «sin -,' !-ynipath}' for them. But 
the only effect was to offend the coun- 
cil of Berae. He was sent word that, 
his interCeraice was resented by the 
Berne government and if he did nnt 
stop it, complaints would be made to 
his govemment Holland. 

Another friend, B. Fisher, however, 
was allowpd to gather sick Mennonites 
together and bring them to an Orphan 
Rouse in Basle (MfiUer 198). 

K71— SwUstriaad PMhiUls Ctelley 
Pnatohneiit 

MfiUer in Chapter 13, of his book (j). 
215) sets out that galley punishment 
was useful to "men of war," that Is 
war vessels, for many years. Criminals 
and those wlios" livos were considered 
of little value were condemned to such 
fate. Several of the cantons of Switz- 
erland had contracts with Venice to 
supply her galley slaves for which 
Venice paid a good price. Venice had 
wars with Turkey and needed them. 
As early ns ir.40 Mennonites of Switz- 
erland were sent to the galleys. In 
1613 Galli Fuchs and Hans Landis 
were so condemned. In 164S Stents 
and Burger were also sent to the 
galleys. But a couple years later the 
goTemment of Switzerland condemned 
iendin"? rcsjiectable Mennonites to 
such fate. However under the jirPtcxt 
of punishing criminals our ancestors! 



were so sent up to the time of the 
exodus in 1671. March 6. 1671 an 
edict was Issued abolishing the galley 
torture (Hilller 215—219). 

1671— Galley Masters Show Klnineat 

to Mennonites. 
•Miiller tells us that tow ir;l the last, 
the galley Masters themselves showed 
kindness to the Mennonites who were 
sent to them to be chained to the sal- 
leys. They allowed them, as a distinct 
favor, to keep their beards. They were 
known as the bearded oarsmen, and 
the cruel masters of Venice said of 
them "Those bearded oarsmen we 
need not keep constantly in. sl^ht 
They are conscientious. They prefer to 
carry their fetters over the Aliis to 
us and suffer, on distant seas, than 
deny their faith, of which their un> 
shirn benrds in tho mid.'^t of criminals 
bear testimony. They are not crimi- 
nals, but good men" (MQller 219). 

1671— The Vowrers, Oeschs and For- 
neyt Appear. 

As shown by the above item about 

this ye:ir wo find the above named 
common Lancaster County family 
names in and about Berne (Miiller 
!39). Mflller says that these men 
were made to suffer financially more 
than bodily. It was announced that 
if tills does not make the Mennonites 
go .a great number of hostages would 
')e taken. 

1671— The Eggnyl Congregatlea TO 

Be Wiped Out. 
May 3, this year the bailiff of Sig- 
nau was instraeted to tell the Men- 
rioiiito cnn?regation of K^-.^wyl that 
they, (who are well known to them), 
were to be taken at once and be Im- 
prisoned In the Orphan Asylum, and 
f they do not come and snrrender 
themselves within 14 days, armed men 
would be sent for them at the expense 
of the congregation, l^ut up to Sept. 
20, nothing wag done to deliver up 
these Mennonites of Eggwyl. 
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Then auother method was tried, 
which was effeetlTe In some places. 

There were twelve of the wealthiest 
people of the congregation to be sent 
to Berne to b« kept on the expense 
of the congregation until the Menno- 
nites were either delivered up OF quit 
the country. Oct. 4 they were given 
elgbt days more: and as to the 12 
hostages, six were to be sent away to 
exile or the galleys, and after el-jbt 
days tlie other six were to suffer. 
These twelve were In addition to two, 
prior ones who were to be executed, 
because their congregation did not 
obey. 

The result of this was that the 

whole E:jT:wyl cnni;re';ation took their 
departure as is shown by the testi- 
mony of their minister. Then the hos- 
tages were discharged and their ex- 
penses were refunded to them as a 
special favor. But the congregation 
was compelled to pay some expenses. 
Hostages were also demanded about 
the same time from the cr)na;recations 
of Gug^isberg and Schwarzenberg and 
from Thun (MQIler 339). 

1071— ^uhn Flo88*8 Account of Swiss 
Henaonlte Saffertng; 

On December 19» the Mennonlte con- 
gregation of Crefeld wrote a letter to 
the con c;re nation at Amsterdam, the 
sense of which is as follows: 

"Our brother John Floss Informs us 
that on October 21, comin? from 
Heidelberg he met about 20 brethren 
at Manheim in the Palatinate who had 
arrived there the day before from 
Berne; and they offered a pitiable 
appearance. Mostly they were old 
people of fifty, sixty and even seventy 
years of a>;e. Many were bare and 
naked, and for more than a year they 
had not had a night's rest in their 
house. He says they told him their 
distressing and pitiable condition 
with bitter tears which was very sad 
and touching. After they bad received 
his sympathy and alms, with tears In 



their eyes they fell upon his neck and 
showed their gratitude. They furthw 
related that they could no longer re- 
main in Switzerland on account of the 
strict and cruel mandates and the 
anxiety that caused. They expect 
about 40 more persons to arrive if 
Lhey have not been intercepted, as the 
roads and passes are well guarded, 
because the Swiss authorities do not 
want to let them get out of the coun- 
try. Many were sent to the galleys, 
and others were soourged and whipped 
and burnt with brandin:-: irons. Among 
them was an exhorter who died a few 
days after being branded. Others were 
cast Into prison where they suffered 
misery and hunger. (Mttller 199.) 

1671— Palatines' Accouit of Sfaidlsr 

Sallerliffc 

This year an account was given by 
the Mennonites who had reached the 
Palatinate, of the suffering <^ their 
brethren In Switzerland. The account 
staieb thai Iiill> 100 families have fled. 
The Palatinate was now overrun by 
the refugees; and the brethren now in 
the Palatinate are too few and poor 
to help the fugitives very much. Many 
who arrive, even in the cold winter 
are neariy bare and naked. The 
Palatinate brethren find themselves 
under the severe necessity of calling 
upon the well-to-do Amsterdam 
nite congregation and people to Mlp 
elothe and feed the Swiss sufferers 
now flocking into the Palatinate. 
(MUller 199.) 

1673— List of Swiss Befagees Hear the 
FalaUMtei 

Hdller (200-204) gives the following 

list of Swiss Mennonites near the 
Palatinate in 1672 as found by Valen- 
tine Huetwol and Lichty between 
Brehm and Bingen. 

There were: George Lichty (or 
Light — Hans Borchalter (Burkholder) 
and his wife — Michael Oxenheim — 
Adam Burkholder— Christian Ininel^ 
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Melehoir BreAneman— Margaret Bell* 

er — Babbie Schappe — Frona En^ler — 
Ulrlch Enders — Barbara Reusser (His- 
aer) — Michael Schnebeli (Suavely) — 
Daniel Soavely — Hans Van Qiente — 
Margaret Biery — Mary Ummel — Bab- 
ble Reauformet — Anna Reumsctawan^- 
er— Hana Renacher— Hane Bucher — 
Daiilel Keuscher — Frona Robel — May 
Anthony — Christian Robel — Catherine 
Dluzelbr — Christiau Reusommet — 
Maaa Reusommet— <;hrlaUaii Stauffer 

— Peter Rel.^shnerer — Mans Matti 
(Malli)— Ulrich Strom— Ulrich Bitner 
—Christian Klari— Babbie Kin^els- 
becker — Magdalena Luthl — Peter 
Walte — Mary Baumnn — Christian 
Btauffer — Anna StauSer — Daniel 
Stauffert— Hans Stauffert — Barbara 
Lehman — Ulrich Lehman — Ulrich 
Kiiehner — Elizabeth E^insberger — 
Michael Shenk— Hans Shenk— Babbie 
Btaller — Nicholas Kleffer — Hans 
Jurirn — Magdalena Krapf — Babbie 
Weilman — Michael Miiller — Ulrich 
Stauffer — Katharine Kuene (Kahni) — 
Bets Bachman — Hans MQller— Chrla- 
tfan Shenk — Ulrich Laiibel — Babe 
Burki (Burkey) — Hans E;;mana — 
Hans B^an (son) — ^Hans Rttet (Rupp 
or Roth) — Hans Schneider — Babe 
Rveaser (Risser) — Christian Wen'^er 
—Stephen Luecbtie (Licbty or Light) 

— Ulrich Llchty — Peter Boomsaert 
(Banm^ardner ) — ^Maria Krapbol — Bar- 
bara Fredericks and Barbara Schenk. 

All these persons were found in 
1672 between tbe places mentioned 
above. Brehm and Rinj?en. a territory 
near the Palatinate, but somewhat 
above It toward Swltserland. This 
fact proves that our peraecuted an- 
cestors at this time were mi^ratins? 
slowly out of cruel Switzerland (and 
•way from Berne) toward tbe Palati- 
nafp whore in 1671 over 700 Of their 
brethren had Rone. 

This item is of Interest to us because 
in the list set out, api>ear many of 
our preaent day numerous Lancaster 
County and eastern Pennsylvania 



I namea. Amonir these are Burkholder, 

I Brcneman. Schup or Shoff. Stauffer, 
I Maili, Strom, Bauman, Shenk, Miller, 

Bachman. Snyder, Weuger, Kraebel, 

Bauman and others. 

1672 — (xallej Punishment Generally 
FatnL 

In the Amsterdam Archives there Is 

a statement that the lot of the Men- 
oonites were on a certain galley snip 
which had gone to the Island of 
Corfu, and that it is supposed that 
will be the last that will ever be seen 
of them. They are hardly ever known 
to come back. (Mflller 219). 

1072— Rci'ui$ees State Their 
Own Mberlet. 

This same year the Swiss refugees 

in one of their own petitions to Am- 
sterdam ask for help. They al£0 had 
prominent Amsterdam peupie approve 
the petition and amon^ them we find 
tlie names of Valonline llutowoll — 
George Lichiy — Jacob Gut — Glirist. 
Peters — Uly Seyler (now Baylor) and 
Hands Loescher (now Lescher). 
Lichty and Gut are Swiss names how- 
ever. The petition runs as tollows: 
"Beloved brethren and sisters In Hol- 
land r.nd elsewhere ami particularly 
our friend Hans Flamaiiug — We wish 
to report to you that our people here 
are driven out of Berne and came to 
rhe Palatinate where our brethren 
were already there to receive us; and 
we are staying with them, and they 
are supplying us with food, dOthes 
and drink, but because there are so 
many of us who iiave nothing, and our 
brethren here are not well off. we are 
a great burden to them — and too 
heavy a load fnr them to carry. We 
And ourselves compelled to write you 
In the Netherlands, and there are so 
many charitable people of our faith, 
that we ask them to give us alma 
which we sorely need. No doubt 
facob Bverling has told of our condi- 
ticms; and we therefore believe yon 
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will understand our petition, dated 

January 1. 1672." 

This petition was Indorsed by 
Bverling, vhose Ikome we have notleed 
before wae about eight miles north- 1 
west of M.mheiTTi. (Miiller 205). 

1672 Kvorllni; Statistics of Menno- 
nites lU'sidiuK nl)Oiit the Palntinatc. 

Miiller ( \i. L'Oa) states further the 
statistics of Jacob Everling which he 
Bent from Darmsielner Coun^ or con- 
ference district to the Netherlands, 
detailing the Mennonitrs situated in ' 
the Rhine vaiiey, east of the Palati- 
nate, being near to It He says tbat 
In that year 1672, in Darmstelner 
section, the number of Mennonltes. 
covintin? the woniL-ti and children was 
144 — in Hilsbach round about Heidel- 
berg 260 — among "whom there were 19 
widows and unmarried women — of 
women who left their husbands and 
Children and remained with the Re- 
formed religion 4 — ^In Manhelm are 
settled 11 making a total east of the 
Rhine of four liuiulred twenty-ei?ht. 
In the congregutiuu at Alzey, among 
which are people of the Town of 
Obersultzen. Chri*' nni, Ostlioben and 
Other places, according to Huetwold s 
register which places are west of the 
Rhine, and In the upper part of the 
Palatinate, there were 215 Mennonltes 
This makes a total of six hundred 
forty^three persona just above the 
Palatinate and JuBt east of it. The 
Swiss authorities compute that there 
were about one hundred Mennonltes 
In Alsace at this time. Among theee 
latter, there were twelve teachers Of 
the faith. Henry Funk was one of 
them. In the Amsterdam Archives 
there 1b an account of the moneys paid 
for the relief of the Swiss settling 
above the Rhine country, which states 
fhe sum to be 11,290 florin, which In 
our money was about 14500.00. The 
account is Number 1198 In the said 
archives. 



l«74_Wnilam Penn's Interest tai tfee 
Mennonltes of Emden. 

This year William Penn wrote a 
letter to the Magistrates of Emden, 
couneelUng them to klndneBS toward 
the Mennonltes and preaching the 
Gospel of Peace. Brons says that he 
also visited this section of Germany. 
They were much impreesed by him, 
and some of them were the first to 
come to the new world. Several let* 
ters of these people are In the Amster- 
dam Archives, in which letters they 
plead for more toleration. One of 
them is signed by a member of the 
Mennonlte congregation by the name 
of Von Ravenstein. ft was in conse- 
quence of these letters that William 
Penn wrote to the magistrates. Penn's 
letter was written partly in Latin and 
pnrtly in En:?lish; and was sent to a 
business friend of his in Amsterdam 
to have it translated Into German, 
and then forwarded to the sufferera. 
It seems that the oti^innl letter, in a 
very bad condition, as well as a copy 
of It, are printed and preserved In the 

\rchives of the City Hall In Emflen. 
It is so classic that It is worth while 
to rescue It from oblivion says Brons 
(p. 223): and she has the letter com- 
plete In German In her book as a sup- 
nlement, page 435. Emden is a city 
of about fourteen thousand people In 
•he state of Hanover, Germany, bnr- 
derin? on Holland on an arm of the 
N'orfh Sea. 

1678— Uollnnd Helps the Mennonltes 
in the Palatinate. 
This year the Holland HennonltM 

furnished 30.000 florin and also sent 
^hlps up the Rhine toward SwitJier- 
'and to bring the distressed brethren 
lown Into the Palatinate and into Hoi* 
'••nd where they would nnt be sub- 
lected to such suffering as the Re- 
formed Church wae heaping upon 
'hem; and a short time later 20 000 
•nore were collected for the relief of 
the hundreds that were lately come 
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Into the Palatinate. This shows in | 
what distress they were. (Miiller 
1C2). 

lt38-^JiM«fc falser Cones to the 

MOller teii» us (p. 364) that, this 
JWF Jacob Telner came to America 
trom Crefeld. Germany. He had, for 
aome years been interesting bimselfl 
in the welfare of his brethren. The 
onteome of his visit was that a little 
later IS families from Crefeld oonsist- 
Ing of 33 persons followed him and 
landed October 5, 1683. This was the 
beginning of Germautown. Telner re- 
mained from 1678 to 1681. says Brons. 
(p. 221). He bought 5000 acres of 
land on Skippack Creek In 16S2 and I 
the next year six more came; and 
each bought 1000 acres. 

1680— MeiuMnilte Alleged Secrets 

Exposed. 

This year Seyler wrote a work, the i 
purpose of which was to expose the 
MennoDites, as he said, being an al- 
leged exposition of their secret rites. 
He was of the Reformed Church, much 
opposed to the Mennonites. He was 
pastor at Basle, (BCfiUer, 3). 

Ifl8t-^aeeb Telner and the FIts 

Hundred Year Comet. 

The great comet whose appearance 
occurs once very 500 years and which 
appeared in the time of Caesar again 
appeared in 1G80. It Is the most Im- 
portant of all comets known to 
astronomers. Jacob Telner was deep- 
ly moved by its appearance and con- 
cluded that it had appeared as a guid- 
ing star to lead the suffering of 
Bwitserland to freedom. And every 
night as It huir.,' in the West, he con- 
clnded that it beckoned them to ■ 
America. (Pennsy packer's Settlement 
4>f Oermantown, p. 126). 

USB - Barty CtonmiM Beg to be 
Katarallsed. 

At a very enrly date these Palafiiie^ 
felt their disadvantage and on the 6th i 



of December, 1682. we find them to- 
gether with the Finns and Swedes 
presenting a petition to the Assembly 
asking that they may be made free as 
the other members of the Province, 
and that they might hold and enjoy 
land and pass it to their children the 
same as others: and that they mi ^ht 
be naturalized. The Assembly re- 
; commended this (Vol. 1 of Votes of 
Assembly, Part 1, p. 8). These Pala- 
tines of course, were the pioneers of 
Germautown and were not in Lancas- 
ter County at this early date. It was 
the law. however, that no foreigner 
could be naturalized unless he paid 
taxes to the extent of 20 shllings; and 
the Palatines complained very loudly 
I against this, tor in those days it was 
a large sum. 

16S2— "LamWstpr' and "Sonnlster" 
Factions of the Mennouites. 

About this time according to Miiller 
I (p. 162). a large part of the Holland 
Mennonites divided Into two factions 
over a doctrinal difference upon Christ 
as the "Son of God" and Christ as the 
"Lamb of God": and the factions were 
called the "Lamblsts" and the "Son- 
ists." The question of the "Ban" or 
separation from the world began to 
cause more trouble. One party tried 
to tear down the meeting houses built 
by the others. The separation grew 
wider and there were all shades of 

belief from the Strict Fhimmin^ers 
to the liberal Frieseners and the more 
liberal Waterlanders. The Holland 
church has always been strong and 
has 40.000 souls today. Her theolo:^- 
ical faculty is inter-deuominatlonal. 
There are 120 preachers that are 
University men, (Do.). 

1083— Oerninntown: The First FST- 
maneBt jllennonite Settlemeot la 

America. 

In KauCfman's Mennonite History, 
p. 126. it is stated that the first Men- 

n'>nite settlers made up of 13 families 
preached America on October. 1683: 
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and that a few days after their ar- 
rlTal, fourteen divisions of land were 
meaaared off to them, and thef pro- 
ceeded to the cave of Pastorius, In 
Which he lived at thia time, on the 
banka of tiie Delaware and drew lots, 
each family taking one lot* and the 
fourteenth for Pastorius. They be- 
gan to dig cellars and build huts at 
once. Some of the flret ones were 
Hendricks, Casscls, Rlttenheisens. 
Van Bebbers and Updo:?r.Tffs. Thp 
colony was so poor for a while that it 
waa named Annentown, which means 
In the En^^llsh. "Poor Town." This 
cuatom of living in caves was one 
which the old Swedes established 
about fortj years before. When trade 
began to grow so th.it wharves wer>' 
needed along the Delaware river, the 
people who had their earea bnllt 
a'oni; it would not give them vp. They 
did afterwards ^'\vp them up. and now 
their descendants are living in very 
elegant mansions on Spruce Street 
and Pine Street in Ph!la lolphi.i. These 
Mennonite families came in the ship 
"Concord." They did not mingle with 
the Swiss Mennonltes on the Pequea, 
who came later. It <?eems that the 
Germans and the Swiss being of dis- 
tinct nationalities, also kept their 
settlement separate. 

IdSI— A Company of Gormnp Palatlies 
Arrive in Pbiludelphln. 

This year a lot of German Palatines 
who had a special invitation from 
William Penn arrived In America, ac- 
cording to the statements set forth in 
the petition of Johannes Koster found 
In Vol. 2 of the Col. Rec. p. 241. This 
petition is dated 1706 and in It. he 
says that 22 years before many of his 
German brethren encouraged by Wil- 
liam Penn came here and their ln> 
dustry chansred the unrultvated lands 
into good settlements, and behaved 
themselves well ; and that they always 
win be ready to do anything for the 
welfare of Pennsylvania, that they 
can. 



168;— Basel Mennonltes Print • N«ir 
Testament 
This year the Mennonltes printed ft 

.Vew Testament in Basel. It was •! 
once denounced as false by the author- 
ities of the Government at Berne and 
ordered to be suppressed. The nandato 

also said tJiat all of the Anabaptist or 
.Mennonite meetings should be sup- 
pressed for the honor uf Uod and His 
church. However, aa late aa 1692 we 
find the authorities trying to get rid 
of this New Testament. (Mttller* p. 
104). 

IM^Menonttes Forced Into the 
MlUtia. 

One of the first instances of tiie 
\nabaptists or Mennonites refusing to 
serve in the army or do any sort of 
military duty, occurred in 1688. This 
enraged the ronnell of Berne. The 
Government decided that there should 
be rallltla musters several times a 
year and that all men of the Canton 
of Berne were comi>elled to wear a 
short sword at their side to indicate 
that they were loyal to the Qovem- 
ment. The purpose in this was to 
find out who were Taiifers or Menno- 
nltes, and by the absence of this 
sword this could bo told, (mitor, p. 
132). 

1188— Mennonltes* New Code of Be- 

ifglons itoirs and Practice. 

Tills year the ancient articles of 
faith from those of the times of Hani 

Secklcr about 1528 down to this datOr 
were gathered to:3;ether and augment- 
ed and re-adopted at a meeting held 
at Obersultsen. March 6th. Some of 
the principal landmarks in this oode 
were the minutes of the meeting In 
Starsburg in 1568 — the minutes of the 
Strasborg meeting of 1667. and othera. 
This wns not the real confession of 
faith because the old Dortrecht con- 
fession was still in use; but this col- 
lection was rather a code of rules fOr 
fhe moral welfare of the Mennonites. 
Among the common directions given 
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In them was that: the church should 
follow only the practice laid down in 
early Christian times by the apostles 
—brethren ADd sisters should meet 
three or four times a week and when 
gathered they should read something 
about the scrlptoree and explain It. 
and they should read the Psalter daily 
— all scandals should be suppressed — 
that there should be separation from 
the worldy— that servants, elders and 
deacons should go throui^h the dif- 
ferent congregations and find how 
tbey fared spiritually and loolc after 
the widows and the orphans. A rule 
was enforced that the rich should edu- 
cate the poor — that, at the breaking 
of bread all must kneel — that In part- 
ing the brotherly holy kiss of peace 
should he plven — that those who were 
tailors or mechanics should not make 
any fancy garments or articles of any 
kind, for the brethren or any one else, 
because it would help the worldliness 
along — that money should be gath- 
ered up and given to the deseons and 
elders to relieve suffering — ^that if any 
one owed his brother or sister money, 
they should demand it and set a time 
for payment but never enter any suit 
or Issue any executton for It — that In 
villages where the Government com- 
pels people to be watchmen at night, 
brntii rs should be willing to be 
watchmen or sentries, but they should 
not have any guns or weapons in their 
hands, because they might hurt some- 
body — that the brother cniild hire a 
substitute for watchman if he wished 
to— and that money could be loaned 
out at Interest, hut only In case of 
necessitj^ should any Interest be taken, 
that is, if the party had needed his 
Interest to live on. 

These were some of the main rules 

that were re-adnptpd by the primatlve 
brethren for their peaceful conduct 
and life in early days. The main dif- 
ficulty was that being surrounded by 
the wicked conditions, all manner of 
advantage was taken of these breth- 



ren, so that they had not only the dis- 
pleasure of the Government but the 
disadvantage of being imposed upon 
by the people, (UtUler. pw 62). 

l<68-Jacob Teller's Contfuei Af- 
f erts on SUppaek. 

Miiller devotes chapter 22 of his 
book to the Swiss Mennonltes In 
North America, (p. 364). In this 
chapter he states, after teUlni; ns 
about the founding of Germantown !n 
168 i, that Jacob Telner in 16S8 from 
Crefeld, became very much Interested 
in this place in America for the Men- 
nonltes. Telner eventually got up a 
colony of these brethren and landed 
them on the Sklppack creek, one oC 
the early Mennonite centers In Amer* 
ica. near the Schuylkill. 

1688— The Mennonltes First iiegnlar 
Fracher In America. 

This book on p. 137. Kauffman in- 
forms us that in 16S8 William Ritten- 

huisen was the first minister. He was 
born in Holland in 1644 and died ia 
Pennsylvania In 1708. He moved to 
New Amsterdam about 1678 and 
reached Germantown in I'^SS nnd he- 
%An preaching. In 1690 he built the 
first paper mill In America at Roz« 
borough near Germantown. He was 
ordained the first Bishop of the 
Church in 1701. His descendants are 
still among the active workers of 
that church. Also see Mflller, p. 364. 

1688— The Monnonffos the First t» 
Protest AL'uinst SLnrry. 

Kauflman tells us in his book and 
page 127 that In 1688 the Mennonltes 

of Germantown sent their protest 
against slavery to the Friends quarter- 
ly meeting. This was the first known 
public protest in America against 
human slavery. It is not improper to 
notice that in 1712 the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania moved by a big petition 
passed an Act against alavery, (See 
Vol. 2 of the Votes of Assembly, p. 
110) and also (Vol. 2 of the Statutes at 



Digitized by Google 



124 



MENNONITE MARRIAGES VOID. 



Large, p. 433). How different might 
have been tbe history ol America if 
these early protests of tbe Hennonlte 

Brethren and the pious pioneers of 
Pennsylvania had been heeded. 

1689— Sixtj Mennonltes Iiii|>risened at 
Lensburg. 
This year about 60 persons 'were 

persecuted by the Berne authorities 
(who were Anabaptists or Menno- 
nites). Tbe Sheriff of Lensburg was 
ordered to make a roister of all the 

Anabaptists and to deliver the list to 
the authorities at Berne, who deter- 
mined to maiie an effort to convert 
them. Qraffenreld mentions the list 
of the persons found, but Miiller does 
not give them, and we have not any 
access to the Uraffcureid list. (Miil- 
ler, 167). 

16tll— Decree that All Menaoalte Har- 
ilafM are Yold. 

This year It was decided In Berne 
that Anabaptist or Mennonite mar- 
riagee are sibsolntely void— that their 
children shall not inherit — that the 
Inheritance shall fall to the authori- 
ties — tliat the property coming to 
those who were minors should be held 
by Kuardlans appointed by the Govern- 
ment until it would be found out 
irhich way these minors would lean 
mod what church they would embrsice 
when they became of a^e — nnd that 
If they joined the Menuouites the 
property should not hslong to them, 
(MNUler. p. 185). 

1191— llennonltes Beclareif EDendes 
of tlie Got em meat. 

This year complaint was made 
against the Mennonites throughout 
Switserlsnd, that they refused to 
wear fealty to the Government, and 
are therefore, dangerous and must be 
considered as enemies of the Govern- 
ment This was a revival of the old 
mandate of 1671. It was further 
charged that they malce a practice of 
condemning tbe authorities — that they 



refuse all military exercise which is 
necessary to protect the fatherland 
frott Its enemles-othat they are a 
detriment to the public and that they 
must all be driven out. This mandate 
the different Sheriffs are ordered to 
execute, (MfiUer, p. 145). 

1691— Daniel Grimm of Langani De- 
clared a Special Enemy. 

Afiiller tells us (Do, p. H')) that this 
I year Daniel Grimm of Langnau, liv- 
ing In the village of Gelbel. was de- 
; Glared a special enemy of Switzerland 
' because of his strong Meunonitism, 
I and the Sheriff of Lansnau and the 
I authorities of Trachelswald were 
!;lven strict orders to watch him and 
arrest him upon the least proof of his 
violating the ordinances. 

1691— Betne CeMplnins agalnit Hn- 
Bonlte Growth. 

Miiller tells us at the page last men* 
tloned, that this year Berne and other 
parts of Switzerland, lamented tbe 
fact that the Mennonites bad Increased 
greatly and especially that their big 
congregations In the district of Konol- 
Hngen; and that they are so disloyal 
that the Government must reform 
them, and thnt they are sd numerous 
that it is imiiossible to get any militia 
company to;jetbcr in that neight)or- 
bood. beesnse those who are not Men- 
nonites take their part and refuse to 
do military duty. 

1691— DiTlslon of the Confiscated 
MenMaite Property. 

This year on the 17th day of No- 
vember, there was issued a mandate 
rlecreeins; that the fines, tfie' forfei- 
tures and all moneys raised by penal- 
ties upon the Mennonites or Anabap- 
tists should he divided Into three 
parts, viz: one-third to be given to 
j the Government authorities for sup- 
I port of the poor— one-third to the 
expenses of the special court that was 
I created to take charge of the Menno- 
I nite violations of law — and one-third 
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to the Jndges and offleera who tried 
the cases against tbe Mennonltea. This 
was a provision very well calculated 
to make tbe propaganda against the 
Mennonltea effective and tbe offleera 
sealoua and aetlve, (Mflller, pi 132). 

IIM— Tke Palatines Promise Allegl- 
aaee to the Kfnff and Fldelltj 

to Pcnn. 

The petition of Joannes Rotter 
states that on the 7th of May. 1691. 
over 60 of these German Mennonites 
had In open Court at one time promis- 
ed alleirtance to King William and 
Queen Mary and fidelity to William 
Penn; and that many others have done 
the same since and tbit all are wi.l- 
In? and ready to do ao. (Vol. 2 of 
Col. Rcr, p. 241). Those Items erlve 
us a hint of the difficulties under 
which the early Mennonites labored, 
and make their patlenoe, loyalty and 
Indostry all the more commendnb'e 
to na. Living as we do when liberty 
hi tinhrcrsally enjoyed tbla dlaerlrotna- 
tion a<7ainst them seena Tery nnjnat 
indeed ns in r^ility it was. 

1C91— An Kiirly Mennonfte Father 
SecareM Land on Susquehanna. 

In the Second Series of tbe Penna. 
Archlvea, Vol. 19. p. 72, It la set forth 

that William Penn on the 16tb day of 
July. 1691, granted ?>7v> acres of land 
toward the Susquehanna River to 
Henry Maydock of HolmhoU In the 
roimty of Chester (Lancaster County 
having been originally a part of 
Cheater County) and that he could 
take np the land at once. Afterwards 
his son. Mordecal ICaydock got a 
patent for it. 

1691— Tbe Dutch Minister Desires to 
KOTO from Long lalnni to Tfeli 
ProTtnee. 

On the 2^th of November of this 
year De Lavall and Albertiis Brantam 
reported to William Penn's oommis- 
ttonera of property that tbe Dnteh 
minister o( Flatbruah upon Long 



Inland dealrea to settle htanselt taa 
Pennaylvanin and ttint there would ho 

about two blind red families with him, 
and that they would like to have 40.000 
acres of land. He stated that if they 
conld not be accommodated in Penn- 
sylvania they would go to New CastlO 
in Delaware or to Maryland. It was 
represented that the colony were all 
sober and industrious. The authorities 
answered that they would he glad to 
\ have these German people come and 
i that they would look for a tract for 
1 them, and report to them in two daya. 
Accordingly on the 30th the Commis- 
sioners of Property gave a report in 
I writing to Da Lavall and Brant, that 
I Pennsylvania would encourage their 
people to come and tiiat th^ had ser- 
: oral tracts that would accommodate 
them, and also that they should como 
and view tiie tracts. (See Series of the 
Penna. Archives. Vol. 19, pp. 78 and 
79). On the 26th of December the 
Dutch Minister wrote and asked what 
would be the lowest price for the land 
and how far from Philadelphia they 
could settle and how far from a navig- 
able creek. The Commissioners re- 
plied that they wish the German 
settlers would sm-l snnie one to view 
the land, that there were several 
tracts and different prices, but that 
they could have It all near the Schuyl* 
kill Rivpr If they wished. (Do., p. 80). 
I can not find any further record of 
th's proposal 80 that It does not seem 
likely tliat the' Germany colony settled 
here. 

1698-IncMeBt8 of Menaonitt Faitk 

Presened at I.nncrnan. 

In the collection of Baptist or Men- 
nonite manuscripts at LangnauCwhich 
la a town In the Western part of 
Switzerland near Berne), dated 1692, 
we And the following items jotted 
down by Johannes Mozart, the Re- 
formed minister nt that place, giving 
the following facts as to tho attltndt 
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of tbe recently converted MennoiilteB 

toward the Reformed Church. 

He states that he often visited Ully 
Kries (now Krick), a recent convert 
and tbat be was very etrons. 

Of IIdps Snyder of Trub, he says 
tbat Snyder became stubborn about 
tbe baptism of bis child and said that 
there are so many views about bap- 
tising rhl!dron thnt his child will not 
be baptized until It grows up. 

Of Mlcbael Burkbolder. he says that 
IClcbael was an old Baptist or Men- 
nonite and so was his wife — and thai 
they lived at Maettenberg. She bad 
been a member of the Mennonlte 
Gburch fortv ypir? Mirhael said tha' 
It was God's will that they should m' 
any lon:;er go to the ReformeJ 
Cburcb: but tbat bis son Jacob goes 
and :m h's fntlier, be (Mlrhiel) did no' 
have anything against that, if Jacob 
wanted to go. 

Ully Fisher, be says was an Ana* 

baptist or Mcnno'li'e at Si%'nau and 
when he a?;ked him why he stopped 
going to the Reformed Church, Ully 
said. "What will I do in that sirand 
stone pHc?" Hp also sa d. "Why d-^ 
tbe people say 'My Lord' to you? Only 
God should be called *Lord*; and 
priests should not be called 'Fat' er' 
either. Your prrand stone pile is tno 
full of pride. We must be humble." 

Mozart said he talked to Fisher's 
sister on 1 fho said. "Yoa. vprily, I 
would join the Anabapti=;ts but I am 
not worthy to be one of them — they 
would not accept me because they are 
a holy poonle. My brn'ber. Ully 
Flsber was formerly a Godless man 
wben be was In tbe 8*y1isb chnrch. 
but since he Is a Mennonlte It is alto- 
prfher different with h m, like wh'^n 
Paul W8S converted and enlightened." 
MoBsrt s'tys she did ]oln later snd so 
did her mother and sister Ma^dalena: 
and be savs that wbrn be a^k'^d Ma»- 
dalena about fallin-]; off from the Stite 
Cburcb. she said tbat sbe Is go\nt to 
try to live a righteous Hfe» and that 



God does not dwell In temples made 

by hands. 

Mozart says that he rea-^one 1 with 
Dan Grimm and Hans Burkbolder: 
they said, "We object to tbe Cburcb 
becaiise you preach that we must 
honor people and rulers and that doc- 
trine we have renoanoed." Mosart 
says furtbpr that Grimm was one of 
the leaders in the peasant wsr in 
youQger days. 

In Mposbad. Uosart talked witb an 
Anabaptist preacher and showed bim 
a spiritual hymn he had compoeed; 
tbe Mennonlte or Anabiptist said it 
had some good in It bat "you should 
«ee what I composed." Mozart asked 
b'm what he and the other Anabap- 
risto thought of the state church and 
he answered, "Ton are with tbe 
world." 

Christian Wahb^y said to Mozart 
that since he became a Mennonlte he 
could not go to tbe Lord's Supiier in 
♦he state rbiirrh. because the mem- 
bers are too careless in their htbits 
and tbat they Srink and have froTlcs. 
and such persons must not put their 
lips to the lyord's cup. 

Ullv Stelner's wife said that since 
9he became an Anabaptist or Menno- 
nlte, she hid found a short cut to 
Heaven; thnt she is sure she is on a 
direct way now. 

Michael Gerber. one of XhB same 
^•rri from Wannnlhal pall that he 
wntild rather suffer death than go 
hack to the State Church. Mozart 
''sked h<m whpt would become of those 
Anabapti<5!s that do go back a^jain to 
the Reformed Church. He said. "God 
have pity on tbero, they will find out 
what will become of them." 

Mozart further says that this year 
(169?) there were in Lan-^nau. 28 
known Anabaptist or Mennonlte fam- 
I illes, and that nearly everybody was 
well disposed towarl tb'^rn. In fact, 
he says thev had such influence there 
at tbat time tbat even our own mem- 
bers do not want to hear ua preaching 
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anything ae:nlnst them, and that the 
public opinion was with them, tiie 
prominent people being very sorry to 
Bee them moving away. H« fttys sev- 
eral of them left but the most of them 
had to be driven out by force. They 
were flret sold oat as bankrupts and 
then driven oat, (Mfiller. p. 125). 

ten— Lbt ef Mennenltet Difrea Ont 
of Langnan. 

Miiller tells us at the pa^e last cited, 
that the following Mannouites among 
otliers were driven out of the Lansnau 
district, because of their religion 
about this time. 

1. Ully Gerber and bis wife. Kath- 
arine of Wlsaenhollen: and a aon 
Peter and daughter Elizabeth. 

2. Michael Gerber's son Michael of 
Wannethal. 

3. Oswald Bracher's wife Barbara 
Ceterchi) and himself of Frittenhach. 

4. Jacob Wissler of Eyschacben and 
his four children, Christian. Feter. 
Katharine. Levi, and his wife Hagda- 
lena. 

5. Michael Burkhalter, the shoe- 
maker of Haettenber& an old man, 
and his wife, who had been a Menno- 
nlte for forty years. 

6. Dan Urimm of Geibel and Hans 
Barki, his neighbor, the first of whom 
before he became converted to the 
Mennnnite Church was a petty Jud^e 
and the latter, a Poor Warden. 

7. Jacob Sehwarts, In Moss and his 
wife, Elizabeth Schonk Schwartz and 
their son Ully; also Peter Schenks 
and Barbara, the sister of Elizabeth. 

8. Also the old flah woman, Eliza- 
beth Aeschman nnd her two daughters. 
Magdalena and Elsa. 

9. Ully Brasera' wife and Christian 
Tanner's wife, both from Wallistolen. 
These last two have permitted them- 
selves to be persuaded to the Menno- 
ttlte faJth by their brother Ully Fisher, 
n very dangerous Anabaptist of si:; 
nau.— in fact one of the worst of 
them. 



\ 10. Ully .A.cschlimann's wife Magda- 
lena (lierman) of Rlgenen. 

11. Ully Blerts's wife of Katsbach. 
who waa Maria Hoffer. She became a 
Mennonite or Aanabaptlst in Trub and 
came with her husband to Langnau in 

mt. 

12. Ully Stelner's wife. She went at 
one time in distress to Caspar Luethl, 
a minister of the Mennonite Church at 
Langnau, and he proaelyted her to 
that faith. 

13. Anna Blaser Miiller. wife of 
.Michael Muller. Her husband ran 
away but she stayed. 

14. Anna Oy?;ier, whoae maiden 
name was Miilten. 

15. Young Hans Gerber of Yngey, 
who waa a son-in-law of Caspar 
Luethl. 

These are among the list who were 
banished from the region of Berne 
and Langnau and perhaps a larger 
section of Eastern Switzerland in 
1692 for their faith. The people said 
that God would puidsh Switzerland 
for doing this and as it did not rain 
for a cotiple of months, the people 
jaid. "Now God is punishing this cruel 
country for what It has done.*' (Mttl- 
'er, p. 125). We will all observe here 
rhst nearly all of these ancient S viss 
names are also present prominent 
r.ancaster County names. 

KlflS— Local Sanumes In Than, Oher- 
beften and Borgdorf, (Switaerland). 

It was now decreed that all sales, 
transactions and obligations of the 
\nabaptists or Mennonites, were to be 
void— that In the said districts, the 
whole military force must come out 
and register, that la. all the males 
from fourteen and over — ^that all must 
take the oath of allei^iance. and that 
all who refuse will be considered 
Vnabaptists or Taufers. The payment 
provided for apprehending an Anv 
ha])tist tencher was $25.00 If a resi- 
dent, and 150.00 it he was a foreign 
teacher. 
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There was a mandate a few weeks 
later, in May, declaring tbat these 
Anabaptist or Mennonltea (who went 

to church Saturday night, and would 
often be compelled to wait until Sun- 
day night to go home, so as not to be 
oaoght) should be closely hanted 
about Berne, and all suspicious per- 
sons be arrested. (Miiller, p. 157). 

Following these Instrnetloas there 
were discovered in the towns of Thun, 
Oberhoften and Bersdorf, a larse 
number of these people." The follow- 
ing aged people were excused by the 
authorities: 

From Thun. Christian Schneider — 
Anna Neuwhouss — Christian Mflller — 
Hans Kropf— Michael Mailei^Abram 
Stnvmnn— Anton Kropf and Jacob 
Neushousen. 

From Oberhoften, Hans Wolf and 
Madallne Ammon. 

From Bergdnrf. Hans Kohler — Tacnb 
Scbiippack (Shaubach) — Christian | 
Yawh — Adam Relet— Barbara Sterchi 
(Stirk) — Oswald Bru lior- - - Elizabeth 
Sfhank — Mlchapl fUirkholder — Ita 
Ross — Kaspar Luethi (an old teacher) 
—Pe ter We!dmer (Witmer) and Chris- 
tian "Waltl. 

I have mentioned these name*- be- 
cause we recognize as;ain in ihem. 
ancestors of onr Eastern Pennsylvania 
Sw'ps-dp^rpndant fftmllles of todaj, 
(Miiller. Do). 

1693— Origin of the Amish Menno- 
nftes. 

This year there was a division 
among the congregations of Menno- 
nltea In Berne. A faction of them fol- 
lowed Jacob Ammon, an i the rpmain- 
der remained under the leadership of 
Hans Reist The factions were known 
as the Amish and Rel^t factions. The 
pnrtinT was quite bitter: each party 
puttin? the other under the ban. The 
division was deep and painful. 

The Relst party were the Emmen- 
thalers — tbat is, their stronghold was 
in the Thai or valley of tlie Bmmen 



creek, which lies a short distance 
northeast of Bema They held that 
there shonld 1)e no emigration or at 
any rate that they should neither emi- 
grate nor mix with the Amish, who 
were the "Oberlauders"— that is, they 
lived cm the Ober or upland regions 
la Switxerland. This split was not on 
fundamental doctrines: but upon the 
question of strictness versus liber- 
ality of rules. It really had Its origin 
in Holland where a discussion arose 
upon the question of discipline and 
behavior, especially with reference 
to worldllness and association with 
the worldly. When the same a ii est Ion 
Tsns taken up by these brethren in 
Switzerland, the feeling became more 
Intense than It was in Holland, and 
resulted In throe wlin believed in 
strict literal adherence and severe 
unworldiiness following Jacob Am- 
mon, and those who toolt the some- 
.vhat more literal view, following 
Hans Reist. 

The Dutch Ambassador, Runckel, 
reasoned with the Amish but they 
would not be convinced. The Reitt 
VIennonites claimed that they were the 
old original Mennonitea and became as 
hitter against th« Amish as the Amish 
lid against thpm, and for a time took 
the Bland that If the Amish migrated 
out of Switzerland, they would not 
follow theuL Nevertheless, it was the 
Reist Menmnltes who first reached the 
Pequea valley here in Pennsylvania. 
They also tried to get others to break 
away from the "Oberlanders." as they 
palled them, that Is. the Amish. It 
^eems that when the Amish were sent 
down the Rhine, some of the IMst 
Mennonltes were forced Into the ship 
with them, but they left the ship near 
Alsace and Upper Palatinate and did 
not go on to Holland. 

This division was carried from 
Switzerland Into Alsace and Into the 
Palatinate, and ai^o to America where 
it Is praservad today. 
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There are manuserlirts upon the dl- 

vision and the discussion resulting 
from It at the time, in the library of 
the Reist MeDnoDitee in the Bmmen- 
tbal or vallejr. TImm doenmei^tB 
among others, consist of: 

1. The separation letter or history 
of the division, by Christian Blanck. 

8. A rapoK of the Mid diTltUm or 
tehltm. hgr Peter Geiger, datod IMI. 

3. A confession of faith of the 
Amlsh, gotten up by Jacob Ammon and 
written Into form by Hans Gut in the 
Palatinate. 

4. A letter to the Swiss brethren 
written from Markirch in the Palati- 
nate, December 13, 1697, by Hans 
Rudy Nasele (Necler) — Chrlatlan 
Pleam — Rudolph Ilusser — ^Peter Lee- 
mann and Christophel Dohltan. 

5. A report of the happenings in the 
dlTlalOB morement dnrlns the year 
1694. 

6. A letter by Hans Rudy Nagele 
of May 8, 1694, to Jacob Ammon and 
hki adheranta. 

7. A letter to the same by Jonas 
Ix>hr from Alsace, dated September 
28, 1695. 

8. A letter by Gerhart Rowmi In 

Hambnrf?, d:\te(l nocomber 2, 1697, to 
the Alsace Mennonites. 

9. A letter dated October 19, 1699. 
by Jacob Out (Good), In the name of 
all the congregations of the Upper 
Palatinate to Rudy Husber — Peter 
Leman— Christian Dollam— Hans Met- 
er — Christian Noucomet (Newcomer) 
— Hans Rutly NeRoln — Rudy Blotchan. 
Reist Mennonites in the lower Palati- 
nate; and to Peter Hapegger (Ha- 
becker) — Peter Geiger and Hans Bur- 
ki, of the Emmenthal In Switzerland 

10. A declaration by the servants, 
eMers and deacons from the Palati- 
nate and from Switzerland, who ad- 
hered to the Reist faction and who 
called themselves, "such as can not be 
In accord with Jacob Ammon, and 
therefore, his opponents." containing 



cmilsderahle doctrinal controversy. 

This Is signed hy thogp Reist Menno- 
nitee who are mentioned in No. 9 
above, and also by Hans Rdst— TJIrldi 
Kolb — Nichlaus BalUli — Doerso 
Rohrer — Jacob Schwartz — Dan Grimm' 
and Ulrich BalUli. from the Bmmen- 
thai; and by Jacob and Haas Gn&— 
Peter Zollinger — Benedict Melllnger 
and Hans Henrich Bar, from the 
Palatinate. 

11. A letter of the 26th of Febniaiy,. 
1711. by Hans Ba<Aiman and others ilk 
the Palatinate. 

12. A letter of the 23rd of December, 
1697, by Peter Lemann and Rudy Hn«> 
ser (Houser) from Manhelm. 

13 to 15. Treatises on the subject of 
feet washing and smoking tobacco. 

Dnrlng the year 1698, Jacob Am- 
mon. while this subject of separation 
was uppermost in his mind. with, 
several other believers in Swltserlaod 
went from congregation to congrega*- 
tlon to get converts. By what author- 
ity he did this Is not shown; but the 
proceedings, as we have said before 
were generally believed to have gotten 
Impulse from the Netherlands, where 
the Mennonites were discussing for 
many years, the question of strietnesa 
and liberality. Ammon considered 
himself the head of what he called, 
"The Real Christian Order." He said 
that he would not have his followera 
build temples either pr.ind or modest, 
but they would worship God in the 
old way as did Abraham and the patri- 
archs and the early disciples, that is. 
' In the homestead. He also said that 
jthe Bible compels him to introduce 
keeping aloof from the world by being 
' strict 

Therefore, he held that all former 
. members who were expelled should be 
I avoided — ^If. of a married couple, one 

was under the ban, the other must 
separate from him or her — and mem- 
bers of hie family must not be allowed 
to eat with other members that are 
under the han. 
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Miiller tells us that a few years 
after this Mparatton, fe«t WMhlns 

was first introducpd by the Amlsh: 
and later practiced by the Reist Men- 
aonites, who did not do so before. He 
Bays that the Betait party objeoCed to 
the ban because It was too sharp and 
strict a law, was not Christian and 
'wonld cause misery in, and break up 
tamiUes, separating husbanda and 
wlvos. parents and children. RWller 
says further that, Ammon got most of 
"his followers in the beginning from 
the Bemer Oberland: but that he had 
one etrong leader in thf> Rmmenthal, 
and that was Isaac KauHman, (NKll- j 
ler, p. 816). 

We find here again the location of 
the ancestors of our Lancaster County 
and Eastern Pennsylvania families. 

IttS— The Gemians Adhere to Fletch- 
«r| Bo M Side Wtfh Oie 
Qaakers. 

Because the Quakers would not 
heed the demands from fJreat Britain 
to organize a military in 1692, William 
Peim's Goyernment was taken ont of 
his hands and Benjamin Fletcher of 
New York was made military Governor 
t»f Pennsylvania. While the Germana 
irere against anything warlike aa well 
as the Quakers, they were glad of an 
opportunity to take sides against the 
i^uakers when they had a chanoe, be- 
eanse the Quakers put them to much 
inconvenience and expense on arcount 
of being foreigners. This year they 
sent a paper to Fletcher promising 
him to adhere to him and his require- 
ments and to rebuke the Quakers for 
their opposition to him. (Vol. 1 of 
▼«tM ct Assembly, p. 71.) However, 
John De Lavall with seven Quaker 
members of the Council sent an ad- 
dress to Fletcher protesting against 
his rule In PennsyWania; De Lavall, 
we remember, was a German. (Vol. 1 
Col. Rec, p. 870.) FVancls Daniel Pas- 
torius, the leader of the German oolo-j 
B7t aooepled the office of Jnatloe 4tf the { 



Peace and showed his willingness to 
break away from the Quakers and 

help Fletcher. (Do., p. 371.) 

These and other events show that 
the Germans took the opportunity of 
Fletcher^ presence to show their 
dissatistaetton wfth the Qaakers. 

IfiM—Pleekker, Bel* SwflTor ef tte 

Ill-Fated Mennonlte Colony os 
Delaware, Reaches the TlUtse 
of Germantown. 

In Cassel's History of the Menno- 
nltes. p. 88. it is stateo that, in the 
year 1694 an old blind man and his 
wife came to Germantown. His mis- 
erable condition brought much sym- 
pathy from the Mennonltes there. 
Th^ got him naturalized free of 
charge and gave him a plot of ground 
to build a little house on and make a 
garden, which he could use as long as 
he lived. They planted a tree In front 
of it and the minister took up a col- 
lection to build him a house. He was 
Peter Ploekhoy, leader of the Dnteh 
Mennonite colony of 1f;(52, who after 
tliirtyK)ne years of wandering from 
the South, where it seeme he was sold 
Into ailavery, readied a reatfng place 
with his brethren at Oermaatown. 

im— Haas draff Arrltes in flemui- 

town. 

The famous Hans Graff, one of the 
founders of the Lancaster County set- 
tlementflrst appeared in Pennsylfaala 

In 1695 or K.or, and Joined the German 
colony at Germantown. He remained 
there for some time and Joined the 

German-Swiss settlement in the neigh- 
borhood of Strasburg about 1709. 
(Lyle's History of Lancaster County, 
p. 68.) 

CtemMuitewn* 

Rupp In his history says on p. 126 
that another old father of the Church 
j by the name of Henry Zimmerman (or 
[carpenter) arrlTed this year and In- 
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Bpected the brethren at Germantown. 
H» then went back to Bnrope for his 

family anrl broim:hr them over \r\ 170G 
and settled flrst in Germantown and 
then, removed within the bounds of 
Lineaster Coantj In 1717. Hli do- 
Bcencinnts aro especially BomeroaB 
and respectable. 

1701 — Cornelius Empson's Colony. 

This year Cornelius Empson applied 
tor 20,000 acres of land along the 

Oetoraro. An account of it may be 
found in the Sec. Series of the Penna. 
Archives, Vol. 19, p. 245. Empson 
seems to have been a minister or at 
Icnst hp was actfns: for twenty families 
who desired to settle together. On p. 
880 it is stated that he renewed his 
request, and the names of the people 
are Riven. They do not seem to be 
German, however, but some of them 
seem to be Huguenots, whetlwr they 
were M^Minonites or not I can not tell. 
The method, however, of applying: for 
land was very much like that Im- 
pressed by Mennonite leaders for their 
people. 

1701— KemMMito Sckotl StarM 

This year a school was started in 
Germantown with Pastorius for 
teacher. Some time later Christopher 
Docli commenced his celebrated 
school on Skippark. Further particu- 
lars about these events may be found 
in Kaufltaian's Book. p. 129. 

17tl— The dermans Petition to be 
Fice Prom Ttaces abont VkSUk 

ItAn Francis Daniel Pastorius. the 

leader of tho Hormans. by a petition 
Signed by himself in behalf of the 
whole Omnan population In German- 
town, aeked the Council of Pennsyl- 
Tania to exempt the Germans from 
paying any taxes, for the reason that 
fhey were a corporation of their own. 
that la that they w^ere chartered as 
the Germantown Colony. He sets forth 
for his brethren that, William Penn 
hMi especially reqnested his German 



people to come here; and also that 
they are now conducting the affairs 

nf Germantown withnnt any holp 
from the rest of the County. The 
Charter of Germantown was then sent 
for and it was soon seen that the 
r.prmantown people had full power of 
holding their own Courts and trying 
all their cases but had no right to 
have anyone represent them in the 
Assembly. And they objected to tax- 
ation without representation. The 
Council however said that they had 
the right to choose members as well 
as the rf'st of thp county and they 
ought to bear their part of the taxes; 
and that fliey enjoy the roads and 
bridges built around them, and must 
help to support them. They answered 
that they bad their own roads and 
bridges to build and the rest of the 
I county was enjoying their roads. The 
I question was not solved at this time 
I but was to be taken up at another 
1 time. However, no further action 
seems to tie shown. (VoL 2 Col. Rec., 
p. 13.) 

1701— Hans Binggcli (BInklejr) a 
Teacher. 

This year a man by the name of 

Binggell or Blnkley appeared in 
Schwarzenberg. MXlller in an item (p. 
207) says that he took the children 
from Schwarsenberg and from Phol- 
eren and Blumenstein to the Palati- 
nate for Instructions in the Mennonite 
doctrine. He left them there for a 
term and then brought them back 
again to their homi's. He seems to 
have been conducting a school to ad- 
vance Mennonite principles, similar to 
the modem Mennonite Sunday School. 

1781— Soma Genaan Hay Hava Locat- 
ed Hear Sasqaehaaaa Tempararilr 
At This Time. 

In the Treaty made the L':?rd of April, 
1701, with the Sitsqiiehanna and Con- 
estoga Indians there are references to 
the conduct that the Indians should 
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observe towards the Christiaus inhab- 
iting near or among th<Me Indtaai. 

But It is not likely that there were any 
Germans Ivin.^ here then but that the 
provision was to be made for the G*er- 
muiB that were about to come. (Vol. 
2 of CM. Ree.t p. 16.) 

17M— Haai Burkhoi^r, MeBBOiite 

Teacher. 

In Geraldsheim in 1702 there was a 
Hans Burkholder. a teacher among 
the Mennonites. He taught several 
years, anrl about 1710 wp And him 
begging the Holland authorities for 
500 guldere for the family of Christian 
Wenger, impoverished through cattle 
diseases. He also states that the Men- 
nonite congregation at Geraldsheim 
bad been subject to an extra oontrlbu- 
tion of the 1000 gulder for the corona- 
tion of the new elector and that taxes 
ranging from six to. ten gulden a head 
were levied upon the Mennonlte breth- 
ren (Miiller. p. 208)/ It will be ob- 
served here that the familiar names of 
Burkholder and Wenger are mention- 
ed, gtving «• toine knowledge of the 
locality from which theor came. 

17fS->SkIpitack SetHAinent Begins. 

Quoting? from Pennypacker's Settle- 
ment of Germaulowu, we observe that 
he states (page 140) the Skippadi 
Mennonlte settleonent began in 1702, in 
the present Perklomen Township in 
Montgomery County. Some of the 
Sklppack pioneers were William and 
Cornelius Dewees, Hermanns Keister, 
Christian Zimmerman, and others. 

1703— Ke>v To^tnment Printed bj Men- 
nonites in Rasle. 

This year a New Testament was 
printed by Tohon Jacob Oevoth In 

Basle in octavo form and it was con- 
sidered dangerous by the State 
Church. These New Testaments were 
discovered at a book-binder's shop in 

BerRdorf. Th^y wprr> ordrred to be 
seized and sent to the Court of Switz- 
erland having charge of Mennonlte 



matters or Baptist affairs. It was 
found that Peter (Seisbbdhler was the 

binder and had six of these books. 
Finally in 1705 Basle was given orders 
to suppress the work (Mtiller, p. 333). 

170S— A Mennonlte Hunt Thronghoaft 
the KmoMBttaL 

The edicts against Mennonites in the 

Rmnieiithal did not have the desired 
result. The people sympathized with 
them and gave them warning by vari- 
ous signals when any ofBcers were 
about. Ully Dummersmuth for a long 
time harbored baptists and gave them 
room in his bulldihg for their meet- 
ings, thous^h he was not a. Mennonlte 
himself. He lived in Rotachen. Anna 
Wenger, and the two brothers, Chris- 
tian and Hans Dummersmuth were 
caught and Imprisoned twenty-four 
hours for beins: obstreperous against 
the officers. Ully had to pay 159 
pounds and the costs of the chase and 
rapture and work In the work house. 
Ho gave battle to the chasers. One of 
the men who waa employed and hired 
to hunt down and chase these Men- 
nonite brethren and harass them was 
Christian Rupp. He later came under 
suspicion of blackmail by the Swiss 
Government, extorting large sums of 
money from these Mennonites and 
then letting them go. There was some 
testimony thst he pointed a gun at tho 
brethren or at the breast of some of 
them and threatened their lives if they 
did not pay (Muller, p. :?41). 

1702— The First German Tract oi Land 
Located. 

It seems that ahont this time some 

of the German Mennonites contracted 
for land about Conestoga or soine- 
where in the Omestoga or Pequea val- 
leys because It is stated In Vol. 1 of 
the Penn and Tyoijan rorrespondence, 
pp. 148 and 149. that there is a fear 
tliat the Indians would disturb tho re> 
mofp pr'ttlers, .such as the "New (^et»" 
man Tract" which they eay has 
been purchased from them by 
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white people. I can not say where 
this new German Tract was located as 

early as 1702 but the Indians referred 
to are the Conestogas and it is so 
stated. S9 that at thla Hme It ts eer> 
tain that a Oennan Tract was decided 
upon and contracted for with Penn's 
authorities, even though the Germans 
ttiemaeWee had not actaally located 
on it. 

170d->The Skippiioli Mi im unite SetUe- 
ment A (rain. 

Kauffman says in his txMk, p. 129, 
that this settlement wsaa an eztenston 

of Germantown. It is in Montffompry 
County and it began by Matthias V^an 
Bebber secnrfnir 6000 acres of land 
there which he immediately began to 
colonize with Mennonltee. The prin- 
cipal families were the Kolbs, Zim- 
mermans. Pannebeckers. Jansons, 
Zleglers. and others. 

17€t— Swls^ Suffer a«i tnUk Crws- 
Ing the Ocean. 

Our ancestors in the beginning of 
the century suffered wtth what was 

known as Palatine fever. It Is said 
that the children under seven years of 
age rarely lived. Mittelberger says he , 
■aw no less than thlrty^two children 
thus dying and being thrown into the 
sea (Kuhn, p. 71). 

170S— Swiss Baptist Property Con- 



This year In Switxerland the farms 

of a lot of Mennonites who had been 
hanished were sold at auction. We 
have no record of how many there 
were, but at least quite a number. 
They brought r>r.7fi pounds. Of this 
money 220 pounds went to the Judge 
of the Court and the balance was di- 
vided among the Mayors of the towns 
off StefflsburR, SchwarzeneRK, Ober- 
Neiderstachten. Blumensteln. Bals- 
rlngen. Rnegsan. Trachelswnld, Trob, 
Lauperswyl, Schangnau, Hutwyl, 
Criftwyl, Hasli, Schofftland, Diesbach I 
and other towns, whose officers were j 
to hold the same In tmst and pay the | 



interest to the heirs of the exiled 
Mennraites. But as generally the 

children went with the parents, the 
principal fell to the Governments 
(Uflller. page 358). 

17it-«tepheB Fank PreaekSi Befsre 
Ktaf ClMrlet Xn sf Swedei* 
al Thsn. 

Many Baptists or Mennonites at this 
lime lived in Poland in the town of 
Thorn. They were compelled to fur- 
nish supplies to Charles XII In his 
wars. Among them was a leader 
named Stojihon Funk from M:)ravia. 
King Charles Xii's ctiaplain on one 
occasion held services and Funk was 
present and listened attentively to the 
chaplain's sermon and took notes. TMs 
was brought to the attention of the 
authorities and State Chnrch digni- 
taries and Funk was asked why he 
took notes. The author was brought 
before the King and he asked Funk 
who he was and why he took notes of 
the sermon. He said to see if it were 
correctly spoken. ^ The King said for 
that act Funk must preach a sermon 
to Um, the King, and asked. "When 
can you do it?'* Funk said. "In four- 
teen days, but you must keep me safe 
from harm." The King promised. The 
day came and Funk appeared and 
went to the tent of the King. Tho 
provost and generals, prominent and 
petty, were present The King told 
all that he had ordered the sermon 
t)0 be preached and that all should 
give attention. At the conclusion, 
none had any objections to offer. The 
King said to Funk, "Ynu have proved 
your position in all points except you 
should not condemn war." Funk 
said, "War can not be upheld by an.v- 
thlng in the Bible." The King said. 
"Is there no permission given at all 
In the Bible for warf * Funk replied. 
"If a King should be attacked in his 
country he cnuld defend by war, but 
he must never go to another country 
and devastate It" This ended the 
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matter. This was King Charlaa of 

Sweden. He compelled the Mennonites 
to furnish supplies to carry on his 
wara. This happened In Tbom, no' 
IB PruMla: or formerly In Poland 
(Brone, 330). 

17M— Jacob Telner and Sklppack 

Mennonites. 

Telner at this time was zealous in 
the Sdppaek project He was on tbe 
ground and spent part of his time In 
Philadelphia. Penn in a letter to 
Logan, the 6th of June, 1703, writes, 
"I ham been mncli pressed by Jaoob 
Telner ahout Rebeooa Shippen's busi- 
ness in the town. I deeire that truth 
and riKhteousness take place" (1 
Penn and Logan Corr., 189). Penny- 
packer says that Telner had a rlpht 
to five thousand acres and took up the 
bulk of It on flkippack Greek. It 
comprised a tosrnsblp. 

17M— Cfemaas yot Allowed to Own 

Land Absolntely. 

Without naturalization the Germans 
oould not pass the land which they 
lived on. to tbeir children by will or 
otherwise even though they improved 
it by buildings and UUed it In order 
to baTe the same rl^t as the Bngllsh 
people they complained to tbe Assem- 
bly asking that their titles should be 
as good as anybody else's. Their first 
petition seems to bave been filed in 
1704. (Vol 1 of Notes of Assembly. 
Part 2. p. 26.) 

1704— Theodonis i:hy yioned to the 
Palatinate. 
This year an old patriarch, ancestor 
of a large Lancaster Cotraty family, 

Theodorus Eby, "who was born in 
Zurich on the 25th day of April, 166"!, 
moved to the Palatinate and reB>ided 
there until 1716, when he came to 
Philadelphia and thence to Eby's Mill 
on Mill Creek, afterwards Roland's 
Mill, south of New Holland on the line 
between Earl and Lesco^ townships. 
(History of Eby Eunlly. p. 5.) 



17M— Tke LaacMter Couty Mono- 



In his history, pp. 54. 55 and 
70, says that this year Louis Michelle, 
a Swiss miner, was in America look- 
ing for a convenient tract to settle a 
colony of his people on. He was among 
tbe Indians ne-ar Conestoga about 
1706 and 1707 in search of mineral 
ore. It Is thought that he built a fort 
several miles al>ove Conestoga. These 
performances do not look much like 
the Mennonite actions, especially the 
bnllding of warlike defenses, yet in 
those days a defense of that kind was 
as needful as am ordinary house Just 
now. It Is safe to say he was Inter- 
ested in the Swiss Mennonites be- 
r.mse the statement that he wanted a 
tract to settle the "colony of his 
people on" indicates that he was act- 
ing for his distressed brethren. 

1701— Tbe Germaii PtfaltMs Apply 
for VatmllBitlott. 

This year several Germans filed a 
petition In the .^s.seinbty a.sklng that 
they might be naturalized, not only so 
thst they could hold their lands, hot 

have all the other privileges of other 
citizens In Pennsylvania. (Vol. 1 
Votes of Assembly, Part 2. p. 47.) 

170u — Frederlch de Kedoirelt, ii Cer- 
nan Palatine, Takes Land on the 
Snsqnehanna. 

This year it is stated in the Sec. 
Series of the Penna. Archives. Vol. lf» 
p 4n<?. that .Tohn Henrich Kursten 
showed* a deed translated by Daniel 
Pastorius. from Frederick de Rede- 
gelt, for 750 acres of land, part of tbe 
10.000 purchased of William Penn in 
England by Redegelt to be taken up, 
rent free f<^ seren years, near Sus- 
quehanna. So it appears fr<Mn this 
that this friend of old Pastorius and 
likely member of his church had 
secnred land about Susquehanna at 
this esirly date. 



Digitized by Google 



GIERMAN-SWISS PIONBBRS BEXDOME NATURALIZED ISfr 



17M— 8wJ88 Prepare to Settle Ja Lu. | 

caster County. ' 

In a letter written by William Peau 
to Logan, the 16tli of February, 1705. 
he says, "I have a hundred German 
families preparing for you. They bny 
30,000 or 40,000 acres; and no longer 
tban yeeterbv Sir Charles Hedges 
discoursed me upon a Swiss Colony 
intended thither (eo Pennsylvania) 
by request of our envoy in the Can- 
tons; but keep this close for many 
reasons" (1 Penn & Loiran Corr., p. 
352). Thus we see that this year 
preparatlOBs were taking ab^;ie to 
pecwto Ute section which attsrwwrds 
became Lancaster County. 

1705 — Some Toleration by the Re- 
formed Toward the Mennonltes 
In Switxerland. 

By this time the Swiss Reformed 
Chnrch began to allow toleration to 

the Mennonltes; but evMi this year a 
legacy left by a member of the Men- 
nonite congregation to the congrega- 
tion for Ito benefit was eonflsoated by 

the Government authorities and State 
Church. By this we see that tolera- 
tion had not made much headway in 
Bwltserland around Berne. 

17N— FudUv NtMet at SUp^Mk. 

Among the HennonUo land baysrs 

of the Skippack settlement !s to he 
found under the date of 1706 the name 
of EJdward Beer (Bear). Among the 
INreachers a little later were found 
two Hunseckers, two Lnndlses, a 
George Detweiler, a Christian Huns- 
bwger and a Hans Witmer, (Brons, p. 

17iC— German Palatines FetlttOB ifain 

for Mataralisntioii. 

This year Johannes Koster and about 
150 other High and Low Germans pre- 
sented a petition, stating that Hiough 
they came over here by Penn's invita- 
tion and many more had also done the 
like, they feel insecure in their estates, 



as they arc consfdered as forelpiers; 
and they beg thai a law may bo passed 
to naturalize all the Germans that 
come, nnd to give them the right to 
hold and enjoy land and to sell It or 
pass It to their children, and to give 
them the right of voting and of being 
elected to serve in Assembly or other 
ofliees. They also set forth that they 
are Mennonlsts and that they as well 
as their predecessors for over 150 
years past could not on account of 
consdenee toke an oath. And they 
ask that they should have the same 
rights as the Quakers about this mat- 
ter, as the Quakers are not required 
to take an oath. (Vol. 2 of Col. Rec.» 
p. 241.) The Assembly thought thto 
was perfectly reasonable and that 
these good people ought to be secured 
in their estates and titles and have the 
other rights they ask for. And the 
Attorney Ooieral was Instructed to 
draw up the proper act of Assembly 
to be passed. 

But these poor .Mennonltes had to 
wait three years before the Act got 
through AsBsmbly, when finally ma the 
17th of August. 1709. some of them 
appeared with an act drawn by the 
Attorney General and begged the 
Goundl would urge the Assembly to 
pass It Into a law; and the Council 
agreed that they would request the 
Assembly to act on It (Vol. 2 Col. 
Rec, p. 480.) FYom this we see that 
matters moved very slowly towards 
giving these German Palatines any 
well-deserved relief. The msttor was 
now dragging along, and on the 31st 
of 'A.ugust the Council decided that this 
bill of these Germans required di- 
spateh, and the Council read it and re- 
turned it to the Assembly and In- 
structed the messenger that the As- 
sembly is requested to consider onra- 
fully whether It Is safe to make this 
naturalization so extensive. (Do., Ik. 
488.) But finally it was passed. 
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17«7— Swiw Sttftlerg Coni« to TmMjl 



This year It seems there were Ger- 
mans or Swiss who came into Pennsyl- 
▼ula "under a particular a^eement 
with the Honorable Proprietor at Lon- 
don": and took up lands under him, 
and a couple of years later moved up 
to Laneaater County. Tbey bad not fol- 
lowed the formalltlos necessary on the 
part of foreltrnera to get complete 
title, and thus on the 16th of June. 
17S0. they asked tbe Ctovomment. who 
called them "several Germang now In- 
habitants of the County of Lancaster" 
for the rights and privileges of Britiah 
•nl>Jects. The GtoTemor taya tliej are 
all of so good a character for honesty 
and industry as deserves the esteem 
of tills OoTornment (8 Ool. Rec.. p. 
a74— OM Style p. 897.) 

1707— First Gemms tm Jersef. 

One of the first settlements of Pala- 
tines In New Jersey wss that In what 

was namei German Valley. In the 
Counties of Sussex, Passaic, Essex and 
Others. These Germans Intended to go 
to New York, but the ship leaked, and 
they stopped in the beautiful valley of 
a little river in Jersey. They were. 
Iiowever, a Reformed congregation 
from Germany. In the year 1705 they 
got to Xeuwyl on the Rhine, from 
which they went to lioliand, hired 
themselves for Dutch settlement in 
New York and were sent orer In 1707. 
(Ixiher, p. 70.) 

1 707-^8 wlss Mennonites Secure Hatnr^ 
alliatlon In Germany and Threaten 

Swiss Authorities. 

In the year 1707 Mennouites were 
permitted to leave Switzerland on pay- 
ment of a fee. Some left and went to 
othor lands, became naturalized In 
those countries, and then came back 
as cltlsem of other countries end 
made trouble for Swttserland. (Mfll- 
ler, p. 349.) 



1707— 4lwfefl Mennonfteii Not Allowed 
To Be Employed. 

Som.» of the Cantons of Switzerland, 
by a mandate of June 29, this year, 
gave the Swiss Mennonltes until No> 
vember 20rh to leave the ronntry. Ir 
was also enacted that a flue of fifty 
pounds would be Inflicted on anyone 
who hired a Mennonite as a senraat 
jor leased any land to Mennonltes as 
tenant farmers, except such as could 
show a certificate from the Judge that 
they were honest, law-abiding citisons 
and obedient to the antliorlties of the 
country and had made an oath of al- 
legiance. Whoever did not have cer- 
tificates were given orders by the 
Government to leave and were de- 
ported if they did not leave volun- 
tarily. (Mfiller, p. 349.) 

1718— Aeeesslsn to SUppack aad 
Oenuntown, 

About this time some of the prin- 
cipal leaders of the Germantown 
colony arrived in Germantown and at 
Skippack. By the 28rd of May, this 
year, there were 43 members In the 
Germantown and Skippack congrega- 
tions. Among them were Herman Kas- 
dorp and Martin Kolb. who were 
chosen their preachers. (Pennypacker, 

p. 174.) 

170S— SiwiM Settle Ncwbern, >.C,,and 
Are Destroyed. 

In 1708 a colony of Swiss went to 
North Carolina and founded Newbem. 
Others came to tlie colony a little later 
from Pennsylvania. ^ Most of them 
were Mennonites and were induced to 
go to colonise that neighborhood by 
Michelle and GrafTenrold. Th(\v rut 
down the forests to make their settle- 
ment Tbe Indians allowed them to 
build their huts and to build a fort in 
their midst Graffenreid purchased 
15,000 acres there for them. He was 
also kindly treated by the Indians for 
a time. Later they captured him up 
the Neuae river and decreed that he 
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•bould be burnt The chiefs ut in two 
rows la front of him, and behind hin* 
the savages were dancing the death 
dance. Graffeareld told them fairy 
tales and tried the expedients of Cap- 
tain John Smith upon the savages, and 
they let him ^n; but Lawson, his part- 
ner, they burnud to death. Graffen- 
reld then left his ookmy for live 
weeks, and when he came hack it wa.s 
all destroyed by the Indians. (Loher, 
p. 51.) 

1708 — ^Dttnkards Secede from the 
MennenHet. 

This year Alexander Maok, of 

Schwarzennau. in Westphalia, founded 
the Duiikard denomination. (Kuhn. p. 
179.) Al>out twenty families of them 
in 1719 came to CTermantown. Skip- 
pack. Oley and to the Conestoga. 
Their leader was Peter Bakor. It 
would seem from the similarity of 
their creeds that tliegr were formerly 
Mennonltes. 

17ii-Kocfeerthd Colenj of PalaUnee. 

On the 2Sth day of April. 1708. a 
number of the derman Palatines were 
sent under Kocherthal in a colony 
Cram New Yorlc on a Government ves- 
sel, aooompanied by Lord Lovelace, 
the newly-appointed Governor. ("Die 
deutschen im Staate X. Y " by Kolb.) 
I cite this from Diflenderffer's Ger- 
man Exodus, page 7, in which he aleo 
says that the Board of Trade records 
(Appendix B.) state there were ten 
men, ten women and twenty-one chil- 
dren in this colony. 

17€8 — Mennonites Granted rermission 
to LMve tie FaltltaMe. 

By a paper dated Blaroh 10. 1708— 
Mt forth in Rupp'a History, p. 93 — ^it 

Is provided that the several Menno- 
nites mentioned in it, with the view 
of improving their conditions, wish to 
reside In "The Island of Pennqrl- 
vanla." It ia further stoted that they 



have requested a eertilleate of- the 
authorities to set forth that they are 

free and not subjert to vassalage and 
have paid all their debts, and that 
they have behaved themselves piously 
and honestly. It then states that they 
have the permhi^on of the Council or 
of the Palatinate to leave and ro to 
the New Country. The same day, as 
shown on p. do of the same book, they 
I also got the permission of their 
Church and a certlflcate that they 
were Christians and had the record 
of the baptism of their children. So, 
with these blessings they departed for 
America. 

This company went to New York, 
but their religious customs not being 
approved th^ere they finally drifted 
across into Pennsylvania. They were 
some of the drtt fruits of Hennonlte 
migration. 

ina— Pint XeunoBlte Ckuek fa 
AaMlea. 

Mr. Kauffman says In his book that 
the Mennonltes held their services in 
private houses or in the open air until 
1708, when a log house was erected 
for public worship In Germantown. 
He says that Christopher Dock, the 
Mennonite preacher, taught school in 
this house for several years. He tAwo 
tells us that it was rebuilt in 1770 and 
Is today the oldest meeting house in 
America. 

1700— A Lot of the Pulatlnes Matural. 
ised. 

The petition we spoke of before was 
finally passed Sepitember 29. 1709. and 

by virtue of it R2 of the Palatines of 
Philadelphia County and one of Bucks 
County were naturalized. Among 
them were Pastorius, the Conrads, 
Shuemakers. Vanbibbors. Gattschalks, 
Stolls, Kesselberrys. lioffs. Smiths. 
SdhoUs and others. (2 Col. Rec., p. 
493.) 
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170»— Hew Attempt to BaaJsh the Ana- 
baptltti or MenoBltos Fnm 
Betne. 

The Berne authorltlee asaln en* 

deavored to get rid of tlu- objectionable 
AnabaptistB (all other means and 
measures having failed) by sliii>piag 
thmn to America; since It became 
known that the Queen of England was 
desirous of obtaining colonists for her 
traasatlaatte possessions. There ap- 
peared at Berne about this time a for- 
warding merchant, or agent, named 
Rltter* with some associates, who was 
about to emritork ifor America. They 
declared themselves willing to take 
with them "poor faniilies" and capable 
persons of the Anabaptist religion, 
who were -to be deported firom the 
country. Negotiationa were opened 
with this Mr. Kittc-r. by the authori- 
ties; and il was decided that he was 
to receive for the 101 perB<m8 to be 
dei>orterl aOO Thaler (Dollars); and 
for the Anabaptists 15 Thaler per per-' 
son actually landed in America. The 
Anabi^itltts were to pay for their own 
transportation, the money to be taken 
from the funds obtained by confisca- 
tion of their possessions. Return to 
the fatherland was prohibited on pain 
of death. 

The Swiss Ambassador at The 
Hague, Holland, Francois ix)uis Pes- 
ine, Setgnuener de Saint Saphorln, In- 
terested himself In Rltter's undertak- 
ing by asking the Dutch authorities to 
be watchful lest some of these deport- 
ed .Anabaptists might make good their 
escape while en route through Holland 
or at their re^bipmeut at Hotterdam. 
The Anabaptists of Holland had re- 
ceived word of their Swiss bretiirens* 
plight: and as they were influential 
and were held in high esteem in that 
country, they were detennined to 
have them set free as soon as thoy 
arrived in Holland. There had been 
several conferences with the Ambas- 
sador, Saint Sairiiorln, by the Dutch 



authorities, the Ambassador of Eng- 
lud, Myh»rd Townshend, and a num^ 
ber oif Brethren and friends of the de- 
ported Swiss. These friends sent word 
to their brethren in Rotterdam to 
have a waitchfal tye» lest the deported 
Swiss be secretly shipped over to Bng- 
land. 

As the efforts of the Swiss Ambas- 
sador at The Hague to seeuTe passage 

for Rltter's expedition had become 
Icnown, letters were written by Messrs. 
Hendrik Tcnmi and Jaa von Gent 
(good feUow-believers in Amsterdam) 
to the Burgomaster, von der Poel in 
Briel; to the passenger lists of the 
packet boat at Hellevoet, and to Mr. 
James Dayrolle, Secretary of the 
Queen of Egnland at The Hague, ask- 
ing to inform them, should anything 
about the prlsonera be reported from 
England. Mr. Torne (who reported 
this on March 31st, to Mr. Vosterman 
in Amsterdam), also told Vosterman 
of a certain Mr.MachleIse, who appear- 
ed to be a servant of the Swiss Ambas- 
sador. This is very likely the hereto- 
fore>mentloned Mr. Michelle, who was 
in Lancaater Couaty, in 1706. Prepara- 
tions were made to go to Nimewegen, 
to meet there the Swiss prisoners , 
and to ftomlsh them, if posalble. with 
a ship for their transportation over 
to England. (Mttller. p. 269.) 

1709 — Monnonltes Prepare to Come to 
Pequea Valley, Lancaster County. 

Rupp tells us (p. 71) that a lot of 
Mennonites reached Pennsylvania and 
also some. North Carolina In Decern* 
ber. 1709. He says that "a respectful 
number of Mennonites left Straaburg, 
In Qermany. where th^ had come 
overland, and sailed for America.* 
Page 74. he also tells us that they 
first made a bargain with William 
Penn. that Is the Swiss Mennoiiltea» 
and then came to Lancaster County^ 
reaching it in 1709. He quotes this 
from Benjamin Eby's "Geschchtea 
Der Mennonlten,** p. 151; and the 
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•tateai«llt Rupp sets forth from that 
book te that in the year 1709 the Arst 
ftmlllM from th« Pfals readied Lan 
eatter County. Rupp also bases this 
date on papers belonging to the 
ancient Herrs and Myllns. 

Rupp says the tradition is that 
theee MennoiilteB made ImproTements 

and cleared land here In I^ancaster 
County before they got their first 
warrant for land, that they felled trees 
and made cabins. Their warrant was 
dated October 10, 1710 (Rupp, p. 76). 
He says that the warrant last men- 
tioned In 1710 would prove that they 
oune and 8<)ttled early because it 
states on its face that those different 
families liad lately arrived and had 
■ettled and selected land twenty miles 
easterly from the Conestoga. near the 
head of Peque^i Creek. Then on p. 96 
be says that they reached America in 
170t. 

He also sets forth I^etters Patent, 
dated 1708 by Queen Anne, to the an- 
oeetors of the IfennonlteB of Baetem 
Lancaster County and shows that they 
arrived and registered in New York 
the 10th of August, 1709. 

On p. 97, he eete forth an extract 
from an address by Redmond C<Mi- 
yngham on "The Early Sottloment of 
Pequea Valley." This address was de- 
Nvered July 4, 184t. Oonjmi^iam* was 
a vory famous historian and can be 
thoroughly relied on. He tells in the 
address of the wanderings of Issac 
liefever. the head of the Mcnnonltes 
in that section of our county. 

Much that is highly interesting 
ooald be said here tipon the begin- 
nlnga of this fist colonly in the 
Pequea Valley, hut that must he re- 
served for our discussion under date 
of 1710, which we will shortly enter 
upon. 

1709-^Bpor(ant Swisg and Palatinate 
Item ef 1708i 

The Ferrees, now Ferrys and Forrys 
who reached Lancaster County in 1711 



and 12, according to Rupp (p. 91 to 
101) reached New York In 1709. and 
w«ra very Godly people. 

Rupp also tells us that some of the 
Pequea Colony of 1710 (the first set- 
tlement in Lancaster County) lived in 
Germantown before coming here; 
They lived there in 1709. He does 
not mention the names of those who 
did live there and I do not believe 
the fact can be established. The Ger- 
mantown and Skippack pioneers al- 
ways se«)med to live separate from 
those of Pequea — they were Germans. 
The Pequea settlers were Swiss. ▲ 
letter written in T..ondon in 1710 by 
our Pequea ancestors proves they 
were not In Germantown in 1709 nor 
in 1710 either, any considerable ttana. 
(Rupp's* 30,000 Names.) 

In 1709 the Germans of German- 
town who had come over a couple of 
years before were naturalized. We 
find no I^ancaster County names 
among ibeni. (2 Col. Rec, p. 480-483.) 
Indeed they had made application 
to be naturalized in ITOfi. and the 
matter was delayed three, years (2 C. 
R. 241). 

Bishop Benjamin E%y, who about 

1805, moved from Lancaster county 
to Canada, in his "Geschicten der 
Mennonlten" p. 150 and 151, says that 
in the year 1709, there moved several 
Swiss families from the Palatinate 
and settled in Lancaster County. 
(Rupp 74.) We will show, by many 
evidences, that the date of their ar> 
rival was 1710. 

1709 — Berne Mennonft^s Write Com- 
plaint to Holland of Swiss State 

Church Persecutions. 
The following letter written In 1709 

by one of the Mrnnonlte elders de- 
scribes the condition in Switzerland 
at that time. 

SwItserUttid, June St. 1709. 

"To the Brethren of Holland: 

We greet you most friendly in the 
Lord, and return thanks to you In 
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general for all the fidelity and love i thing and made large bills of cost, in 



which you have showed to our breth- 
ren in the faith, in the Palatinate and 
In other placet. The Lord will re> 

ward you In time and eternity. We 

as ministers and elders In Switzer- 
land wish this to you. First we malce 



favor of the Court Hotise officials, 
who carried out tlieir work. This was 
paid out of the Mennontte property." 
This edict Is a renewal of one 

issued fifteen years before, which 
commanded that all persons must go 



known to you that we are all in | to the court of Sagnau and make a 



mourning becau.se of how the govern- 
ment treats us. In the year 1708 they 
sent hostages to Berne out of the 
parishes. In which we lived, that had 



promise that If any one should see a 
Mennonite, they must bring him to 
the ballif. or the officer of the court, 
to deliver him into the hands of the 



to he maintained at the expense of s;ovprnment: and those who harbored 



the parish, in order that they might 
help to bate and expel us; and gave 
council that even idiUdren must re- 



them. if found out, must leave the 
country. Where the husband goes to 
the State Church and the wife to the 



port their parents: and the brother Mennonite. or vice versa, the one that 



report against his brother that he is 
a Mennonite. Friends and neighbors, 
such were their commands, must ex- 
pel each other out of tlie bailiwick of 



is Mennonite was to be called before 
the court, known as the Mennonite 

Chamber, where he or she would be 

punished. It hapi)ened that where a 



Berne and of the whole government, . man harbored his own wife, who was 
and must then bring report and testi- 1 a Mennonite nnd he was not that she 

mony to the government that they are was ordered to leave the country, and 
quite gone. Among others, they have ] had to pay ,?00 pounds fine: and a 



carried away to prison on a cart, poor 
old people who could travel with dif- 
ficulty. Tlip sirk and the faint were 
brought prisoners to Berne. Some 
were compelled to leave family and 
all else back. They had to give pro- 
mise they would not come back again. 
If they came again, they had to keep 
themselves concealed. The govern- 
ment sent out men to search all the 
houses, and with their swords, they 
thrust into the hay cocks and hit the 
minister of the congregation, who had 
concealed himself in it and he came 
out with another brother; they 
brought them both to Berne. The 
minister had a chain put upon his 
fopt in the seveie cold; and lie is still 
a prisoner with others. It also hap- 
pened that where there was any pro- 
perty, they divided It ammig the chil- 
dren, who jDinPil the State Church 
and the portion which would come to 
the Mennonite children was paid to 
the Reformed Church. From some 
who had no children, they took every- 



father for harboring his Mennonite 
son was ordered by the Mennonite 
Chamber to pay .'00 pounds flue. 

This simple letter is sent to you to 
make known to the congregations in 
all Holland to stand by ns your ser- 
vants and eiders In Switzerland. 

We pray to God that He may be 
counsel to you that your labors may 
succeed for ns, according to that 
which seems Rood to Him. You know 
better than we can write, how to in- 
tereeede so that the government may 
treat us a ilttie milder, whirh .V I lid 
be happy news to our breasts. It 
seems too. my brothers and sisters 
that It would be better if we were at 
peace with each other and there wore 
no divisions and our government 
would have uo re<ason to accuse us of 
troublo among ourselves. I believe 
that if the ministers and elders would 
come together, as they did long ago. 
at Strasburg. much division would 
be stayed and we would be reunited. 
Oh, that the dear God might grant ua 
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his grace that this should happen. 
(SiQlIer 266.) 

Amen. 

17W— Tlie Fraakefttkal Mennonlte 
Addition to SkippKk aaA 

Vicinity. 

The error of some historians in stat- 
ing that the first Lancaster County 
seatlemeiit «rriTed in 1709, arises 
from conftising the Sklppack German 
Mennonite Colony of 1709 with the 
Swiss Lftneuter County Colony of 
1710. 

A settlement of German Mennonites 
came to Skippack on the Schuylkill in 
1709, as an accretion to an earlier 
colony there. They may have been a 
branch of the great German Exodus 
of 1709. iKuhn 26.) But this ia not 
certain. They were Strasbvrg people. 
(Riipp 71 and 79.) But they may have 
come by way of London. Those of 
the Exodus left from London tor 
America. These Strasburg people 
went to Skippack. 

April 8, 1709, a letter coming from 
the committee on Foreign Neede at 
Amsterdam, states that nine or ten 
poor families from Worms had come 
to Rotterdam, asking for help to be 
transferred to Pennsylvania; bnt the 
committee advised them not to go (Pa. 
Mag. of Hist, and Blog.. Vol. 2). 

August 6. 1709. Jacob Telner wrote 
of them from Londcm . that eight 
families had pntie to Pennsylvania 
and that there were six more Menno- 
nite families in London, too poor to 
pay passage. He asks the brethren In 
Rottertlnin to come to their assistance. 
And this year also the yearly meeting 
of the Quakers at London voted fifty 
pounds to help Menrtonites to go to 
America (See Smith's Mennonite His- 
tory 146). 

It is these people no donbt, says 
Prof. Smith, of whom Penn wrote to 
Logan as having gone to Pennsyl- 
vania. The letter is dated 26th of 
fonrth month (June) 1709; and In It 



Penn says "Herewith come the PalSr 
Unea whom nee with tenderness and 

love and fix them so that they may 
send over an agreeable character for 
they are a seber people— divers Men- 
nonites and will neither swear nor 
fi^'ht. See that Guy usee them well. 
(P. & Lb Cor. vol. 2, p. 354). 

Prof Smith says "They reached 
America and located on SUppack.*' 
(p. 146.) 

The Telner letter about them of 
August 6, 1709, addressed to Amster- 
dam is in part as follows: 

"EiRht families have gone to Penn- 
sylvania from here; the English 
friends called Quakers helped them. 
The truth is many thousand persons, 
young and old. men and women, have 
arrived here in the hope and expecta- 
tion of going to Pennsylvania, but the 

pnor mon nrp mi'^lead in the matter. 
If they could transport themselves by 
any means, they might go when it 
pleased them, but because of inability* 
they cannot do it, and must go where 
they are ordered. Now aa there are 
among all this multitude* six fiuuUlet 
of our own brethren and fellow be- 
lievers — I mean German ^IennonlteB 
— who ought to go to Pennsylvania, 
the brethren in Holland should extend 
to them the band of love and charity, 
for they are poor and needy. I trust 
and believe, however, that they are 
honest and Gtod fearing. It would be 
a Kreat comfort and consolation to 
the poor she^p if the rich brothers and 
sisters from their superfluity, would 
satisfy their wants and let some 
crumbs fall from their tables to these' 
poor Lazuruses.'' (Vol. 2, Pa. Mag., p. 
122.) 

Telner by speaking of "all the mnl» 
tltudo" refers to tho great German 
Exodus of 1709 in England, of which 
we shall presently speak. Only six 
families of Mennonites were, so he 
says, in that Exodus. These six fam- 
ilies and perhaps a few more with 
them, came from Worms and Franken- 
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thai and rparhpd Sklppack. Thpy 
were Germans: not Swiss. The Lan- 
caster County pioneers were Swiss, j 
Pennypacker In Ms **8ettlraieiit ot\ 
Oermantown" also notlMe this settle- 
ment, (p. 126.) 

170« — Dr. Hoop Scheffer's Views on 
Mm GenmiB MeiiBOiille EmlfnitiMi 

to PeniiHyl^iinia in 1709. 

"Dr. J. G. De Hoop Scheflfer. of 
Amsterdam Mennonite College, in an 
article on Mennonite Ehnlgration to 
PennsjlvanlA, written in 1869. vol. 2 
Fa. Mag. p. 117. .says (inter alia p. 
120) on this subject: 

One of the oldest communities, if 
not the oldest of all In Pennsylvania, 
was that at Scheeback or German- 
town. The elder of their two preach- 
ers, wm. RtttoBhottse. died In 1708. 
and two new ones were chosen. The 
emigration of the other brethren 
from the Palatinate with Peter Kolb, 
were men enablrd fo make the Jour- 
ney by the aid of the Netherlands and 
gave a favorable prospect of growth. 
Financialljr. however. Hie eirenm- 
Stanees of the community left mnoh 
to be desired. In a letter written to 
Amsterdam, dated September 8, 1T08. 
from which these particulars are de- 
rived and which was signed by Jacob 
Godschalk, iierman Kaasdorp, Martin 
Kolb, Isaac Van SIntem, Gonradt Jan- 
sen, they presented a long and friend- 
ly request for some catechisms for 
the children, and some little Testa- 
ments for the yonns." 

ft Is no wonder that half a year 
later, April of 1709, the Mennonite 
Committee on Foreign Needs cher- 
ished few hopes ooncemlng the colony. 
They felt, however, for nine or ten 
families who bad come to Rotterdam, 
according to information from thence, 
under date of April 8, 1709. from the 
nei'.;hhorhood of Worms and Franken- ' 
thai, in order to emigrate and whom 
they earnestly sought to dissuade 
from makinc: the jnurney. They were 
<said the letter from Rotterdam), al- 



to?:ether very poor men, who Intended 
to seek a better place of abode in 
I Pennsylvania. Much has been ex« 
pended upon them heretofore, freely, 
{ and these people bring with them 
scarce anything that Is necessary in 
the way of raiment and shoes, much 
less the money that must be spent for 
fare from hero to England an<l from 
there on the great journey, before 
they ean settle in that foreign land.** 
The committee who considered the 
matter useless and entirely unadvis- 
able. refused to dispose in this way of 
the funds entrusted to them.*' The 
Palatines understood the situation 
well. If they could only reach Hol- 
land without troubling themselves 
about the letters the committee would 
end by helping them on their way to 
Pennsylvania. The emigrants in April, 
1709, accomplished their object; 
though it appears through the as^s- 
tance of others. At all events, I think 
they are the ones referred to by 
Jacob Telner a Netherlands Menno- 
nite. dwelling at London, who wrote 
.August 6, 1709, to Amsterdam and 
Haarlem." 

1709— The Great Palatinate £xoda8 
Into Enf^land. 

This year a great number of pov- 
erty stricken Germans from the 

Palatinato (also Swiis, who earlier 
had moved into the Palatinate) rushed 
like madmen into England. There 
were several causes for it First: 
Queen Anne of England had issued a 
glowing prospectus of the great op- 
portunities in Pennsylvania and in- 
vited the Palatines to go there and 
take 11 1> the rirh farm lands. Second: 
there was great hardship and poverty 
In the Palatinate, resulting from its 
over-crowded condition (but the people 
' who flocked info Kngland in this 
Exodus were not suffering any serious 
religious prosecution, because they 
were Catholics, Lutherans and Re- 
formed, who were not the people per- 
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spcuted for their religion). The num- 
ber in the exodus has been stated at 
various amounts, from 14,000 to 33.000. 
Their ultimate object was Pemuyl- 
vania. But when they flocked into 
England they learned that there were 
neither money nor ships to take them 
there^ 

Tba moat autbantlc account of it is 

given in a re|>ort made to the House 
of Commons in 1711. The report in 
part states: "In the Spring of 1709, 
great numbers came down the Rhine 
and did not stop until reaching Rot- 
terdam, iioUaud. Their destination 
was Bngland. By June, the number in 
England reached over 10,000 and the 
Queen's government became alarmed. 
Orders were sent to the English min- 
ister at the Hsgue to check it .Ad- 
vertisements were put into the Dutch 
Gazettes, that no more would be al- 
lowed to land. But three thousand 
more came. Ehigland issued a pro- 
clamation in Deeeniher, that all would 
be sent back; some were sent to the 
West Indies and Ireland; but those 
coming after October were sent back. \ 
Holland also tried to stop the tide. 
The English Board of Trade and | 
Plantations met twenty times to con- 
sider the matter, in Hay, June and 
AufTust. 

Queen Anne ordered help to them 
and 19,838 pounds were provided. 
Th^ were lodged in ware houses, 
etc — on the commons — in large build- 
ings of business men — and fed. 

The Commons Committee says that 
most of them were farmers and vine 
drMsers, but many had trades. 

Finally, 3,800 were sent to Ireland 
In August, 1709, and February, 1710, 
there were 800 more sent — €00 were 
finally lodged on Black Heath. 6.="iO 
were sent to North Carolina (to New 
Bern), where ICldielle and Oraffen- 
reid had bought 10,000 acres of land — 
800 (those who were Swiss) were in- 
duced to go back to Switzerland — 



3,200 were taken by Col. Hunter to 
New York, in May, 1710. 

The whole subject is written up in 
a masterly way by Dr. F. R. Diffen- 
derfer in his "German Ehtodtis of 
1709"; and is entrancingly interesting. 

The great bulk of them were Luth- 
erans and Reformed Their Lutheran 
minister took 3.548 of them back to 
Germany and 1,600 also went back, 
who were to go to Sdsily Islands; 
and 746, who were ordered to go to 
Ireland, went back to Germany; and 
800 who had gone to Ireland, came 
back and returned to Germany, mak« 
Ing nearly 7,000 In all going back. The 
elector Palatinate protested against 
the report that religious persecution 
drove these people to Bngland. He 
says they were not persecuted. 

My only excuse for writing at such 
length on this subject Is to show thai 
while all of the.se M.OOO or more, poor 
Palatinates intended in 1709, to come 
to Pennsylvania, the only ones who 
did arrive -here were the few who 
reached Sklppack in 1709. And none 
of onr Lancaster County pioneers 
came here from the Exodus. The 
British government ordered the Luth- 
eran and other ministers, in England, 
to take an accurate census of the 
hordes in Bngland, and make a record 
of their religions faiths. This was 
done to the number of about R.r.20. 
The record has been recently copied 
In Bngland, brought to America, and 
printed by the New York Genealogical 
Society. Before the record was print- 
ed the writer went to New York and 
tabulated the list It was found that 
1.784 were Lutherans, 2.257 were Re- 
formed. 44 were Catholics. 10 were 
Baptists, only six were Mennonites; 
and the r«nainder were of ▼arious 
faiths. 

Our Lancastr County pioneers were 
IfenaoDites. Beside, of sll the 7.000 
names, not more than a dozen or 
twenty are familiar Xjancaster County 
names (See N. Y. Gen. Rec. Vols. 40 & 
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41). It Is indeed, most remarkable 
that out of 14,000 to 17.000 persons 
InteDdln? to come to PenmylTanla In 
1709. having accomplished their jour- 
ney to England, only a little handful 
reached the province of Pennsylvania 
and none at all reached Lanoaater 
County, though they were of the Swiss 
and Gorman Btock, who. the next year, 
began to settle here and who, in the 
next ten years, had settled here to the 
number oT many thousands. 

171ft— Genuui Gdaiiy in Irelnnd. 

In our article on the Exodus from 
the Palatinate to England, we noted 
that a large number of the refugees 
were sent to Ireland. Dr. Mltehel. 
who visited the Palatines in Ireland 
in 1840, Bays that it Is very odd to 
find the names Baker. Miller, Ludwig, 
Hadler. Pyfer, Strine, and Shirk In 
that section of the world, whore all 
those about them are full blood Irish. 
About 1896 or 6 an article in the 
Philadelphia Reeord also dwelt on 
this situation. (DIffenderffer on the 

Exodus 81.) 

KlO—Datch AnilMissiidor Kunckel at 
Berne. Tells of the Menaonlte 
Conditions There. 

A letter written by ambassador 
Rnnckel to J. Beets in Room (Hoi* 

land) January 22, 1710, explains it- 
self. It Is as follow.s: "Your letter 
of Oct. last year has come to me. 1 
have not been able to answer sooner, 

because I have been detained to the 
present time in Lyons and Geneva 
and other places In Italy. Yesterday 
I came back here again and have In- 
formed my?e)f as far as possible. 1 
have heard, with compassion, that the 
so called Mennonltee are persecuted 
so severely as has not been the case 
for years: and that since one named 
Willading has become Mayor of 
Berne, who Is a (Sbdiess man and an 
enemy to all the pious, has that been 
the fact. However, there are yet some 



good men In the Council who did not 
want to approve this persecution. 
But on the other hand, the unspiritual 
clerics have mightily supported the 
Mayor. Also, one of these Godless 
preachers has not been ashamed to 
tell him that one should cut off the 
heads of some of them, then the 
others might come to their senses. In 
the meantime, the Council has writ- 
ton to Zurich in order to aaoortntn 
how they got rid of the MennoBltes 
there. Whereupon, they answered 
that they had ordered some to be 
killed; and after that they had thrown 
as many as they could, into prison. 
Some have been transplated forcibly 
into the war in France. Others had 
been sold to the galleys— others had 
been banished and forbidden to ro- 
tiirn, Of these latter, some had re- 
turned and nave given their persecu- 
tors occasion to let their wrath looee 
against them, so that they are now 
persecuted more than ever and are 
hunted down in every possible way 
and thrown Into dire imprisonment 
They pay money to informers, where- 
by a large number have come to 
prison. How many and who, I cannot 
tell but hope soon to do so. AlfhMlgll 
It is strictly forbidden to let any one 
visit them in their prison, yet 1 hope 
through the aid of good friends to be 
able to speak to them myself. In the 
meantime, It is reported they are very 
patient under this affliction, edifying 
one another, and have Increased their 
friends Rreatly through this persecu- 
tion. Within the last month, two of 
the best teachers were caught whom 
they could not get before, until two 
prisoners who were In jail, because of 
thieving, promised to bring them to 
Jail, if they would obtain their liberty 
for doing so. This bold purpose they 
carried out in delivering up these two 
good men, whereupon, they received 
$200 in specie, as a reward. But that 
soma of those had died In prison I 
cannot tell. They say that of those 
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now in prison Bcnne are to be eent to 

Peonsylvania. 

Now there was in Berne a Mr. 
flpeilerla Rltter» and fellow astoelate, 

who were of a mind, soon to take 
their journey into America; and of- 
fered of the very poor families here 
and tboee llMinonlte people, who 
were of good reputation to be gotten 
out of the country, to talce them 
along. Arrangements were made with 
this Rltter that he was to reeelTO tor 
101 persons who were to go along 
with this expedition |500; and (or the 
llennottitet $45 a person actnally 
landed In America. The Uennonites 
wero to pay the transportation by 
wagon themselves, to the boat which 
was to be taken out of the Mennonite 
property of the congregation to 
which they belonged. Return to the 
fatherland was prohibited on penalty 
Of death. Rltter was to accompany 
them to Carolina. This was made in 
1709; and supplemented the following 
year, to the effect that Rltter obtain- 
ed some adrance payment and the 
town Council provided for good ships 
themselves. These Mennonltes were 
required by the Queen of Oreat Bri 
tain for the peopling of their Amer- 
ican islands and colonies. There 
must therefore have been agreements 
and transactions with Oreat Britain: 
and passes were provided from there 
also. Everything was ready for the 
departure on the 18th of March, 1710. 
In the last honr, a French Ambassa- 
dor. Counto Dn Luc. apked for a pass. 
The Imperial Ambassador, Herrn 
Feontlanmansdorf, also asked for a 
free pass and passage on the Rhine 
and the places along the same. 
(Minutes 11th March.) The Council 
and anthorltles of Basle, were asked 
to appoint a walled place situated 
not far from the Rhine for the pas- 
sengers (Min. 15th i^iarch). They 
had their thoughts wholly set on getp 
ting free pasage through the Nether^ 
lands and necessary passes (or em- 



barkation to America. March 12, 1710, 
was set for the departure from Berne. 
Shortly before that date, a letter 
from th Chancellw to the Bemeae 
Ambassador in Holland, Mr. De St 
Saphorin, announced that the French 
and English passes had been given to 
Mr. Rltter In order to secure safe 
transport of the people from their 
plight (So they did not need to flee.) 
Now St Saphorin took care that the 
States will Impart to the* police 
officers the necessary directions along 
the route, in order that not only free 
foreign passsge but also the neoet-^ 
sary assistance be given to the leader 
of the expedition against any acci- 
dental escape at the embarkation of 
the Mennonltes at Rotterdam. The 

norrssnry writing to?;cthpr with in- 
structions, St. Sapharin is to send to 

I Rltter in Cologne, to the address of 
Mr. Deltrldi IQMster, export mer- 

' chant. He is also to get into com- 
munication with the authorities in 
Rotterdam. St Sapharin Is a perfect 
diplomat. In the true sense of hia: 
time; and one of the finest and most 
skillful of men." 

1710 — S\>i!5s and Holland Correspond- 
ence on Mennonite Persecution in 



In the item Just cited, found In Mttl- 

ler 257-259, we set forth the Dutch 
Ambassador Runckel's letter. 

We now give the substance of far- 
ther correspondence on the same sub- 
ject between the two nations. 

May 13. 1710, the Swiss authorities 
wrote to Holland saying: 

We do not doubt that if your High- 
ness were acquainted with the condi- 
tion of our Canton, you would approve 
of our proceedings In this matter and 
find, with us. that, this kind of people 
cannot be tolerated in our land, with- 
out danger. All the more because we, 
as a case of necessity, must arm our 
subjects, and unlike some other of 
the federated natic|^s, have no foreign 
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titiops in oor pay. This we must do 

to keep the treuties made bj the tson- 
lederation." (Mtiller 264.) 

Aaother letter is noteworthy. It is 
the reply of the Dateh Ambassador to 
the request of the Berne authorities, 
^klng the Dutch to take aa interest 
in banishing Mennouites to America. 
The reply dated March 2S, 1710. Is in 
part as follows: 

"In religion, freedom must be al- 
lowed to every man to believe and 
profess that which In Ids judgment is 
necessary to his salvation. No one 
may be persecuted and punished for 
such taiUi and such profeasion.U his 
life and doctrines do not tend to the 
injuring of the stato. 

And aa to these Mennonites, it is 
well known tiiat they IwTe at all 
times conducted themselves as good 
inhabitants and subjects. Therpfore. 
the Holland authorities cannot in any 
wny, lend a hand to the fordhle trans- 
portation and 'banishment of Menno- 1 
nltes to America; nor do anything 
w^hereby they might give color of ap- 
proving even Indirectly, sudi pro- 
ceedings as have been Inflicted upon 
the Mennonites in the Canton of 
Berne." (Miiiller 265.) 

1710— SU Saphorin, the Mennonites* 
Friend Still Assists Them. 

Obstacles arose and largely pre- 
vented Hitter's project from realizing 

any important results. Louis Michelle 
(who before, had been to America, 
both in what is now Lancaster County, 
Pa,, and in what is now the region 
of New Berne, North Carolina), was 
assisting Hitter in the project of tak- 
ing the Mennonites down the Rhine 
and It fell to him to tell them that 
there was no home in Holland for 
them and no funds to take them on 
to America. It thus became neces- 
sary to persuade those who were In 
Holland to And means to go on to 
America and also those who were 
coming on to Holland to do the same. 



St Saphorin then succeeded as be 

says in a oommunication. dated March 
28. 1710. in arranging for a temporary 
stay for them in Holland where Hol- 
land Mennonites were prevsiled on to 
take care of them, for he says "they 
cannot be expect6<l to go back to 
Berne and be killed." March 29, 1710, 
St Saphorin wrote to the HtegUsh 
Ambasador at Hague (Holland) Lord 
Townsend to win him over. Miiller 
says, the manner in which he presents 
the proiect does him great credit as 
a diplomat. 

He says among other things "Some 
private individuals of good family of 
Berne, have purchased from the 
Queen of Great Britain a considerable 
portion of laud In North Carolina and 
seven thousand ncres in Pennsylvania 
in order to found colonies there under 
the mild government of the Queen. 
More than eighty families belonging 
to a religion, according to thete 
1 consciences from the Canton of Berne 
are on the way there. Besides these, 
there are fifty Anabaptists or Menno- 
nites who are in prison because they 

will bear no arms for the defence of 
the Fatherland — will not obey the 
sovereign nor recognize him — and 
who have been given tiielr liberty on 
the condition that they bind them- 
selves to settle in America where 
their sect is tolerated. And on the 
condition that they go to America, 
they have been allowed to sell their 
goods. And favorable contracts have 
been made with the owners of tlie 
land; and the state of Berne has as- 
sumed to pay all expenses from Berne 
to America. All this was carried on 
with Mr. de Stanin the Ambassador 
of the Queen of Great Britain. It will 
be of great advantage to the kingdom 
of Great Britain if the American col- 
onies 1>ecame populated with <theso 
people, in part, as both the families 
of these brethren in faith, who are 
going thither from Switzerland and 
all Mennonites are very good fannera 



Digitized by Google 



MENNONITES PLEAD FOR HELP TO GO TO AMERICA 



147 



ani industrious people. And as In 
large part they are provided with 
tnoney, they will be brought into the 
oolonles without cost to Great Bri- 
tain. Thus all will be of great ad- 
vantage to her." 

"My lord Townsend," be 1078, "is 
therefore requested to intervene with 
their hifih mightiness the Holland 
states general, that they grant to all 
tboM who are In Holland a free iws- 
aise who hope to emigrate from 
Switzerland to America." (Affiiller 
266.) 

The Mennonites, seeing the transac- 
tions of Berne simply reliprlous por> 
secutlon by which tbey meant to send 
their si^jecte to America bjr force 
Just as they previously sent them to 
the galleys of Venice, were about to 
alarm their brethren in taith then 
in England, to interest the Queen in 
the cause of their Swiss brethren, 
when St. Saphorin took up their case 
as above. (Do. 2fi7.> 

1710— Uans Funk Leads a ColODj Oat 
of Switzerland. 

There is a brief note in MAiller (p. 
206) stating that about 1710, appar- 
ently, Hendrlck Funk led a colony of 
12 exiled Mennonite families out of 

Switzerland. 

1710— liorkholder, Zeller^ Hrackbili, 
Knpp and Donens at .Vnistordam, 
Plead for Help to TrunMport 
Swiss MonoiltM U 



This year, according to Dr. Schef- 

fer of the Mennonite College at Am- 
sterdam (Holland) in his article on 
Mennonite Shnlgration to Pennsyl- 
vania in Vol. 2 of Pa. Mag. of Hist, 
and Biog. pp. 117-126. five Swiss 
Mennonite leaders, Hans Burchi or 
Bnrghalter, Melchoir Zeller. Benedict 
Brechtbuhl, Hans Rupp and Peter 
Donens were In Amstfrdam pleading! 
for their people in Switzerland. Tb9| 



1 majority desired to live In the Palati- 
nate but found great difficulty In ac- 
complishing it The Palatinate com- 
munity were generally poor and much 
hardship they endured there for want 
of religious liberty. They were sub- 
ject to the humors of the elector, or 
worse, of his officers. For nearly 
seven years they waited, often sup- 
ported by the Netherland brethren, 
always hoping for better times. 
Finally, at a meeting of the Elders at 
Manheini. in the Palatinate, held Feb. 
1717, it was decided to call upon the 
Mennonite brethren of Netherlands 
for help in earrying out the project 
of going to Pennsylvania, which they 
had long contemplated, and which at 
last came to maturity. And the very 
land to whlrh in 1710, they were to be 
forcibly exiled, they adopted in 1717, 
Tis. Pennsylvania— particularlj the 
Peqnea and Conestoga Vallers. 

The actual numbers coming here in 
1717 we will treat of under that year. 
I may note here too, that this same 
Hans Burchi, or as Dr. Scheflfer calls 
him Bnrghalter in 1727. was a Menno- 
nite preacher at Conestoga. Also ac- 
cording to Rupp. Brechbuhl trans- 
lated the Wanderland Seele Into the 
German from the Dutch. 

1710— Swiss Mennonites fbe First 
Settlers In Lancaster ContJt 
PeniisylTaala. 

We now enter upon a most inter- 
esting item, locally — the first settle- 
ment in the Imperial County of Lan> 
caster. This settlement was the Men- 
nonite colony on Pcquea Creek near 
Willow Street in 1710. 

Mliller says (p. 366) that among the 
emigrant Falatinatss to Pennsylvania, 
there were a large number of exiled 
Bernese. Bernese emigrated not only 
out of the Palatinate (where many had 
prviously settled) in 1710 to America 
but also directly out of the Emmen- 
thal. They were two months on the 
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OMM and experieooed all the hard- 
atalpa of llrat tettlers. 

Miiller says further "Bernese Men- 
nonites are meutioDed in a letter 
written by Toren van Oent In Rotter- 
dam to Jacob Forsterman In Amster- 
dam, dated March 31, 1710, which 
Mennonltee had gone to England on 
tbelr way to Pennsylvania and whom 
the Rotterdam tarethren had helped 
with money to reach London. And 
says MXiller (p. 366) they are likely 
the same six Swiss MeDnooltea, who 
on the 27th of June. 1710, wrote from 
Ix)ndon to their brethren in the faith 
in Amsterdam. 

That letter quoted in full by Mttller. 
p. SMk l8 M toHowi: 

"Worthy and Beloved Friends: 

"Besides wishing you all temporal 
and eternal welfare we have wanted 
to Inform you how that we have 
received that financial aid which the 
dear friends out of their great kind- 
ness of heart have given toward our 
journey. And this kind contribution 
came very opportunely to us, hoeanse 
the journey cost more than we had 
imagined. God bless the worthy 
friends In time and eternity; and 
whatever may 'be of good lor the hody 
and wholesome for the soul may the' 
merciful God give them and contin- 
ually be and remain their rewarder. 
But of our Journey we report that we 
were detained almost ten weeks, be- 
fore we were put on board ship; but 
then we actually entered Into the 
ship on the 24th, were well lodged 
and welJ cared for. and we have been 
informed we will set sail from here 
next Saturday or Sunday from 
Gravesend. and wait there for the 
Russian convoy. God be with us, and 
bring us to land in America as hap- 
pily as here In England. Herewith 
we commend you to the merciful 
God; and, should we not see one 
another In this life, may God permit 
ns to see one another In eternity. 



Wherewith we commend yon all to 

the merciful God (together with 
courteous greetings from us all) and 
remain your true friends. London, 
the 24th of Juno, 1710. 

JACOB MILLER, 

MARTIN OBBRHOLTZER, 

MARTIN MAJLY, 

CHRISTIAN HIIHR. 

HANS HERR. 

MARTIN KINDIG." 
These six pioneers came from Lon- 
don In tile Mary Hope, a small ship 
having ninety-four passengers on 
board (one of whom was the famous 
Quaker preacher. Thorn ss Chalkley), 
with John Annis, master, and left 
London early Friday, June 29, 1710, 
la the morning, and later the same 
day left Oravesend for America and 
reached the Delaware in September. 

We base our belief on Chalkley's 
Journal, page 74, where he says: "I 
took passage In tiie Mary Hope, John 
Annis master, bound for Philadelphia; 
and on the 29th of the 4tli month 
(June), 1710, at Gravesend, we set sail 
and overtook the Russian fleet at 
Harwich and joined them and sailed 
with them as far as Shetland, north- 
ward to the Isle of Orkney. We were 
two weeks with the fleet, and then 
left them and sailed to the westward 
for America. In this time we had 
rouffh sets, whldi made divers of ns 
sea sick. After we left Shetland we 
were seven weeks and four days at 
sea before we saw the land of Amer- 
ica. We had sweet and solemn meet- 
ings on the flrst and fifth days; had 
one meeting with the Germans, or 
Palatines, on the ship's decks and a 
person who understood both lan- 
guages interpreted for me. The people 
were tender and wrought upon, be- 
haved sober and were well satisfied." 
He also says the ship was small and 
was well loaded, with ninety-four on 
board; and all were brought well and 
safe to Philadelphia In September, 
1710; and that the Palattaes waro 
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wonderfully pleased with the coun- 
tiTt mightily Admlrins th« plMsant- 
ness and fertility ot It** 

It Is not known that In the fall of 
1710 any other Palatiiu's than these 
who signed the London Letter, came 
to Philadelphia. Chalkleyle ship left 
Gravesend, and was under convoy of 
the Russian fleet, just as the Menno- 
nite letter says they expected to do; 
U had Mennonltee oa board: It left 
QraTeaend (which la fifteen miles 
from London) on Friday, June 29, al- 
most the day the Palatines wrote they 
expected to leave. They expected to 
go Saturday, the 80th, but to cateh 
the Russian fleet, they had to sail a 
day earlier. We And that the 29th of 
June, 1710, was Friday, because in 2 
Col. Rec. p. 533, June 16, 1711, was 
•aid to be Tueaday, and the 25th was 
thus, Tuesday, and the 26th of June. 
1710, therefore, Mondv* which made 
the 29th on Friday. 

This traces up these six pioneers 
of Lancaster County settlement from 

Amsterdam (where prior to March 31, 
1710, therf were gathered), to their 
arrival in Philadelphia in September, 
1710. Other fragmentary evidence 
makes It fairly clear that, In the win- 
ter of 1709 and 10 they fled out of the 
Emmenthal near Berne and went to 
Holland to collect means, etc, from 
wealthy Mennonltes there and make 
arrangements to go to Pennsylvania. 
Lancaster County thus owes a debt of 
thanks to Holland for helping the 
openin?: up of this county and for 
helping so good and God-loving a 
class of early settlers here. 

We shall next trace the movements 

of this handful of settlers from Phil- 
adelphia to Pequea Creek, their steps 
to acquire land there and bring It 
under their dominion. While only six 

are signers of the letter quoted, It Is 
certain that several more were in the 
eolony. 



1710— The PioDeer Swiss Colony Se. 
cniM Laad en Peqnaft CiMkf 
LaacMter Ceratft 7a. 

Shortly after arriving in Philadel- 
phia in September, 1710. the Colony 
Just mentioned secured the right to 
take up land on Pequea Creek. 

They procured for themselves the 
following warrant, which is No. 572 
of the Taylor Papers, in the Hiiitori- 
cal Society Building at Philadelphia. 

Phil. ber 10. 1710. 

By a warrant from dated 

the Sth day of Oct. Lord, one 

thousand seven hundred and Is 
authorized and required to survey 
and lay out to Rodolph 
Rundely and company ten 

thousand acres of laud with reason- 
able allowances for roads and high- 
ways on the northwest side of a hill, 
about twenty miles easterly from 
Conestoga and near the head of 
Pequea Cre^ and thereof 
with my office. 

JACOB TAYLOR. 
To Isaac Taylor Surveyor 
of the County of Chester." 

The blanks above are occasioned 
by reason of the fact that the original 
paper has partly crumbled to pieces 
because of age. There is no tuii 
copy of It. 

In Vol. 10, Sec. Series of Penna. 
Archives, p. 529, may be found cer- 
tain minutes of Penn's Commission- 
ers Of Property of their meeting held 
Sept 10. 1712. making reference to 
the same tract. It is there stated 
that, the Commissioners granted ten 
thousand acres of land to the Pala> 

tines, by warrant dated ber, 1710 

and that part of it (2000 acres) was 
laid out to Martin Kendig. 

Rupp. in his history of Lsncaator 
County (p. 90) quoting the same min- 
utes says, the warrant was dated the 
6th of October 1710. The copy which 
I give above of the original, found 



Digitized by Google 



150 FACTS ABOUT ORIGINAL 8BTTL1MBNT IN LANCASTER COUNTY 



In the Taylor Papers Mamt to be 

dated the 8th of October as I state; 
but the date is so indistinct that the 
6th may be correct 

Rupp (ip. S5) sets out another 
paper, apparently not In the archives, 
stated to be a document signed by 
former commissioners, which states 
that those former commissioners hjT 
a warrant bearing date the 10th of 
October 1710, granted unto John Ru- 
dolph Bundel7> Hans Herr, and 'divers 
other Germans, late inhabitants in or 
near the Palatinate of the Rhine, 
10,000 acres to be laid out on the 
north side of a hill, aboat twenty 
miles easterly of Conestogs, near the 
head of Pequea Creelc" etc. 

Thus we have the 6tb — the 8th and 
the 10th of October, declared as the 
date of this first title of land in Lan- 
caster CouDty by our Swiss-Uerman 
ancestors. 

There is an order to survey accord- 
Ins; to the Taylor Papers (Xo. 573) 
dated October 16, 1710. which sets out 
that by a warrant dated 11th day of 
eighth month (October) 1710, there 
was given to John Rudolph Bundely 
500 acres of land adjoining the 10.000 
located or to be -laid out to the Pala> 
tine Company. 

Thus the true date is not later than 
October 1710. 

These pioneers at once journeyed 
to the head of Pequea Creek but did 
not find that point to meet their de- 
sires and Journeyed down the stream 
until they arrived at a point on the 
creek directly east of present Willow 
Street and there took up. on both 
sides of the creek 6,400 acres of this 
land and had it surveyed Oct. 23, 
1710 and divided the 27th of April. 
1711. This may be found in a map 
called "Plot of Original Tract of Old 
Rights in T^ancaster Coun^* In the 
Office of Internal Affairs at Harris- 
burg. The remainder was divided 
later. (See MMinonltes of America 
by C. Henry Smith, p. 146.) 



The division was as follows: Be- 
ginning on the west Martin Kendlg 
530 acres — Martin Mylin 265 acres — 
Christian Herr 680 acres — Martte 
Kendlg 264 acres — John Herr 680 
acres — John nniidely 500 acres — 
Christian Franciscus 530 acres — Ja- 
cob Miller 1,008 acres — John Funk 
630 acres — ^Martin Kendlg 1,060 acres. 
The tracts extend nearly north and 
south and are of regular parallel 
form, the whole plot reaohlng from 
West Willow on the west to Straa- 
burg on the east. 

Upon this tract also are the remains 
of the original settlers In the private 
grave yards on the same — one on the 
bank of Pequea Creek, known as 
Tchantz's Graveyard, afterwards 
called Musser's. where are found 
fombstnnos (practically intact today) 
over the resting places of the Mylins 
and Millers— one ai^olirfng the briek 
Mennonite Willow Street Church, 
where lie the Herrs — and one just 
east of Willow Street, where repose 
the Kendigs and some of the Mylins. 

The division lines of the old origi- 
nal farms, determined tJie public 
road of today of that whole secti<m 
of ten square miles, Ave miles from 
onsif to wost anrl two miles or more 
from north to south; these roads be- 
ing located precisely on the old 
property lines. Much of the original 
tract is today owned and occupied by 
descendants of the original ofrnors. 

1710— Record <»f .SnbdiTlston of 
Feqnen Tract. 

In the record of warrants at Har- 
rlsburg the subdivision of the great 

tract mentioned above may be found. 
AmouK other facts, it is set out that 
"Martin Kendig late an inhabitant of 
Switserland, had surveyed to him 
101)0 acres of land In Strasburg town- 
ship, bounded by Mylin. Herr and 
Funk — another of 530 acres and an- 
other of 265 acres. Recorded Sept 
1711. 



Digitized by Google 



ANCIBNT HOSiB OF OUR COUNTY PlONi&ERS 



161 



likewlae ChrlBtopher FranettouB of 

Switzerland 580 acres bounded by 
Miller, Bowman and Rundely — in 1710 
Funk had 530 acres founded by Ken- 
dig and Miller, surveyed Feb. 28, 
1711. Bnndely of SwlUerland had 600 
acres bounded by Bowman, surveyed 
in 1710 and Mart. Mylin 265 acres — 
Cbristiaa Herr 530 acres and John 
Herr 580 acres — all recorded July Z, 
1711: Wendell Bowman .')30 acres re- 
corded July 7, 1711. Warrants for all 
Of these are dated 1710. (flee Rupp, 
70.) 

1710— XenibersUp aiid PM Steps of 
P^ie* Colony. 

We have mentioned above six of the 

members of the Peque% Colony — those 
signing tbe Ix>ndon Letter. Rupp 
says that in addition lu them, Hans 
Mylin, Michael Oberholtser and 
others (whom he does not name), 
were in the Colony. (Rupp 75.) He 
says their warrant was recorded and 
the land surveyed Oct 33, 1710; and 
that April 27, 1711, the surveyor- 
general, at their request subdivided 
It; "into so many parts as they had 
previously agreed upon." 

In warrant book 1700-1714 p. 229, 
Shippen, Grittith Owen and Thomas 
under date of Oct. 10. 1710. Edward 
Story — Penn's land commissioners — 
order Jacob Taylor. Surveyor General, 
to iurvey to thoise named above the 
full quantity of ten thousand acres, 
witil allowances for highways into as 
many small tracts as they (the pur- 
chasers) shall agree or appoint to 
each of them his respective share to 
be holden by the purchasers, their 
heirs and as.slgns under the rents re- 
served, of one shilling Sterling yearly 
for every hundred acres. They were 
to pay .500 pnunds Sterling for the 
land — one hundred pounds each year 
so that in six years they should pay 
principal and Interest In full. (See 
Rupp 75.) 



17I«— Lancnster Gomntgr AncMtsn 
Bnolshed From Bene This 
Tew* 

Prof. Kuhns (p. 46) in his "German 
and Swiss settlements of Pennsyl- 
vania" states that, in 1710 among 
those banished out of Berne were the 
names of Brechbiihl, Baumgartner, 
Rupp. Fahrni. Aeschliman. Maurer, 
Bbersold and others and that as 
surely as these are of Bernese origin, 
thr^ names of Landis, Brubacher, 
Meiley. Engli, Ringer, Gut. Gochenor 
and Ftick are from Zurich. ^ 

The particular Swiss home of the 
pioneers of Lancaster County may 
claim our brief attention in this item. 

The ancient Herr home we have 
discussed beAMre. 

Martin Meiley and his ancestors, 
says Mr. Schnebeli of Obfelden, came 
from the Canton of Zurich. And he 
says the ancient home of Meileys 
was a? Iledingoii in Canton Zurich; 
and that there are doctors and pro- 
fessors of that name there now. 

Of the Kendlgs, Oberholtsers and 
.Millers, this same authority also says 
they were from Zurich. He &&ys too 
that, the name Miiller is most numer- 
ous there (as it is here) of them all. 
In Canton Glarus there are many 

Herrs and Tschudys. 

Mr. Schnebeli says that "It is prob- 
able that two of the six signers of 

the London letter were from Zurich 
Oberlanfl (that is southeast part of 
the Canton — mountainous part). They 
are Martin Kendlg and Martin Ober- 

holtzer. 

Jacob Miiller was from Zurich, for 
a certainty. There were nine dead 
Mflllers on the battle field of Keppel 

where Zwingli met his death Oct. 11, 
I'lHi. The Miiiiers are most prmnl- 

nent in Switzerland. 

They have been statesmen, domes- 
tic and foreign. The president of 
Switzerland In 1909 was a Mflller. 
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A branch of the Oberholtzers came 
from a village called Oberholtz near 
Wald. There are famlllee of that 
name there today. 

Speaking again of the Mileya. Mr. 
Schnebeli says, there was a Colonel 
Melley In late years. There 1b today 
a Rev. Helley and a Dr. Melley there 
too. 

Other now familiar Lancaster 
County names are found In the 

County of Obfeldon and says Mr. 
Schnebeli, "At the beginning of the 
18th century several Obfeldon resl- 
-dents moved to Pennsylvania, such as 
Huher, i.andis. Rlngger, Out, Funk, 
and oiliers." 

He concludes by saying that the 
best authority on these subjects IS 
Dr Weber, the High Ubrarian of 
Canton Zurich. 

1710— Projected Lithuanian Colony 
of Swiss MeaneBilet in 
Pnssta. 

As early as 1526 there were Menno- 
nites in Marienber:?, Prussia, asd thus 
that section of the German Empire 
was not a new country to them. When 
this nation had become depopulated 
by pestilence and what M'nller calls 
the northern war (Miiller a^y) King 
fVederlck of Prussia. In 1710 asked 
Berne to send a colony of the perse- 
cuted Mennonites there. The Prus- 
sian Anvba»sador Von Bundell was 
consulted by Berne as to the matter. 
The Prussian King also opent^d the 
matter with the Ambassadors at the 
Hague and at Hamburg and reported 
that the Dutch and the Hamburg 
Mennonites thought this would be a 
good place to locate some of the per* 
secuted. But these Dutch and German 
brethren advised that by ail means a 
comniittpp of Mennonites should go ^ 
and view the land to see whether] 
fhelr Swiss brethren would like the) 
place. 

King I-'rederick thought well of the 
project and told his Berne Ambassa- 1 



dor, Von Bundeli, to give all the aid 
he could and report to the leaders of 
the Swiss Mennonites that they would 
have religions freedom there and be 
exempt from war. The States Gen- 
eral of Holland told their Ambassa- 
dor at Berne to help the project also. 
The letters which passed between 
Berne and King Frederick's offlcers 
are said to be very interestiug. but 
we do not have copies of them. They 
are dated July 31, 1710— Sept. 26. 1710 
and Nov. 14, 1710, They may be 
found says Miiller 330 in Schaerers 
Historyt etc. 

Miiller, however. ?;oes on to tell us 
that from the correspondence, it is 
plain that the following conditions 
were laid down by Prussia: 

1. That Berne should allow the 
Mennonites full freedom to depart 
with their goods. 

t, They should he brought free- 
that is without expense to the Pmso 
sian boundary. 

3. That before they came, a commit- 
tee of Mennonites of Germany and 
Holland were to be allowed to ex- 
amine all the conditions of the ooun- 
try and see whether It would he 
satisfactory to and suited to the needs 
of the brethren. 

Berne agreed Nov. 14, 1710, to the 
projects in the following manner: 

1. That ten per cent of the estates 
which the Mennonites took with them 
was to l)e given up to be applied to 
the expense especially to the expense 
of the needy ones; and that all who 
went were to forf^t Swiss citlseii- 
ship. 

2. Berne undertook to see that 
those who were paupers should be 

landed at Frankfort. 
! 3. Berne would not have a commit- 
I tee of Swiss Mennonites go to view 
I the land— the Holland and Prussian 

Mennonita should do that. 

4. Berne expressed the hope that 
[ the Mennonites would find a comfort- 
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able pteea there wo that none of them i 
would attempt to come back. | 
The particular place in Prussia I 
where these Mennonites were to be 
fettled was In a diatrlct on the east- 
ern border of Germany cnllpd Lith- 
uania. This is a former grand-duchy, 
later subdivided between Russia and 
Prussia. 

This colony of Mennonites was to 

be made up of a considerable number 
of Swiss Mennonites who had been 
banished from Berne and were now 
In Holland with the brethren there 
and of a lot more still in Switberland 
around Berne, who had not yet been 
sent out 

The project failed. A few Menno- 
nit^^s from the Palatinate went but aa 
wars were numerous in those sections 
then, they found that their principle 
of non resistence was not rospprted 
and that while thry were not com- 
pelled to bear arms, they were com- 
pelled to pay large sums of money as 
the price of exemption. Then the 
Mennonites In Switzerland were not 
willing to go to a place which war 
*and pestilence had once made deso- 
late. The Swiss ^fennonltes in Hol- 
land were too well pleased with the 
happy eondltton of the Dutch Menno- 
nites with whom they w«rs IMng as 
servants, etc. (and with prospects of 
getting to Pennsylvania) to leave and 
80 back east again. (MflUer 829 and 
m.) 

171«— Brasdiet BnckMm TaluUa 
Seniees far His Swiss Brethren. 

One of the finest and foremost 

characters In the Mennonite troubles 
of the beginning of the ISth century 
In Switzerland was Benedict Brack- 
bill or (Brechbuhl) ancestor of our 
Strasbnr? Townshii) and other east- 
ern Pennsylvania Brackbill's of today 
— one of the best and most numeorus 
of the Camilles of the great oounty of 
Lanesster. 



I According to Brons 215 and Miiller 
1 329, etc.. Brackblll and two other 
I church brethren Zahler (Zellers) and 
BurchI (Burgholder) March 22, 1710. 
appeared befor4 the authorities of 
Amsterdam (Holland) to reque.^t Hol- 
land to prevent the Swiss Mennonites. 
whom Berne was now forclUy throw- 
ing out of Switserland. from crossing 
Holland to the ocean. There three 
patriots found out that a ship-load of 
nfty-seven of these Swiss brethren 
(of whom we have spoken of before) 
mostly old people and in many cases 
husbands separate from wives, etc.. 
were taken out of the Jails about 
Berne and were being sent down the 
Rhine. They were sick and half 
starred In th^ imprisonment and 
were not fit to travel at all. By the 
time the vessel reached Manhelm, 
thirty-two had to be taken oft the ship 
or thdy would hare died. They were 
left to the mercies of Manhelm. They 
were all to bo sent to America. (In 
a later item, see page 159, we give 
their naiyes. which on Inspectira will 
nearly all be found to be our common 
Lancaster county names of today.) 

Brackblll and his two feUow labor- 
ers agreed that these people were too 
weak to try to reach America and that 
they would ail die on the trip. The 
Holland authorities agreed to what he 
asked. And thus when St. Saphorin, 
the Swiss Ambassador in Holland, 
asked for freedom of the Swiss emi- 
grants to go on, he was refused by 
Holland. St. Saphorin was a great 
friend of the Swiss Mennonite suffer- 
ers. 

When the ship containing the re- 
mainder of the fifty-seven reached 
Holland at Nimwegan, they knew 
that Switzerland could not harm them 
and they disembarked. They found 
Brackblll. Zollers and Burgholder 
waiting for them and they brought 
tiiem before the Dutch Mennonite 
Congregation there for comfort, etc 
There too, they gave testimony of 
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their sulTering and treatment aa we 
have set out before. (Brons 215). 

Tliere it was too, that Benedict 
Brackbill got Holland Interested in 
trying to get them to settle In Lith- 
uania; and it aewna he had l»eeo In 
that hHmbb of proposed settlement to 
examine conditions too. (Miiller 330.) 

Brackbill also did another service 
for his Swim brethren, when lie 
visited Holland's capital in March, 
1710. They were represented by 
Berne as bad people and enemies of 
government mnd this was beginning 
to poison the Dutch against thom. 
BrackbHl explained their faith in all 
points and satisAed them that the 
Swisa Mennonitee were the etine food 
ChrlBtiaae as were the Holland Men- 
nonitee. 

The elrcnmstances leading up to the 
Jail dellTery In Berne resulting in the 

fifty-seven brethren havine: been spnt 
down the Rhine are harrowing and j 
horrible. | 
In Febmaiy, 1710, Berne decided' 
that the government must get rid of 
the imprisoned Mennonites, aa their 
hnprieonment excited sympathir and 
kept the cause alive. The Connei] 
acted on the matter and a large num- 
ber of the body held out for executing 
them all: bat the majority earrled 
through a vote to send them to Amer- 
ica. Then the Holland Mennonites 
determined to help them all they 
could and gathered vp a fund of 
50.000 gullden for the cause. A 
guilden is worth forty cents. The 
government of Holland too was Cavor- 
able to them. All this again shows the 
gratitude Lancaster County and all 
southeastern Pennsylvania owe to 
Holland (Brons 215). 

Preparations to Send the Swiss 
Meanonltet Dewn the RhhM» 

The negotiations between thB Swtse 

and Holland Government with Mr. 

Ritler, lioj'orting agent, of which we 
have spoken before, Anally bore fruit 



Holland, arranged so that the Journey 
ratght be acoompliahed. They asked 
Cor a promise on the tiart of the Statea 

General, that the prisoners upon their 
arrival in the country would be in due 
form declared free, eo that they mli^t 
go unhindered to their brethren* who 
would take care of them. This request 
was granted by Holland on April 3rd, 
with the advice not to allow them to 
return to their fatherland: for in such 
an event a further protection would be 
imposslbl-e. 

At last the important information 
was received that the 9wise ship had 
arrived at Nlniwegen, where the pria- 
oners were set free by the authority of 
the Holland Government Their socm* 
to-be-expected arrival had been her- 
alded from Neuwied, by thp tpa< hp>T of 
said congregation. Tielmau iCupp, in 
a letter by his eon, Lleobard -Ropp to 
Jacob Hendriks in Amsterdam, dated 
April 6th. Originally (the writer 
states) there had en>barked at Berne 
56 persons, who were shipped down 
the Rhine, among the»ra Brecbbuhl, 
Zahler and Burki, ancestors of famous 
E*astem Pennsylvania families today. 
Of these 28 were by reas(m of sick- 
ness and infirmities incapable of 
travelling further; and upon urgent 
entreaties the officer released <tliem on 
the 29th of March at Mannheim. The 
otJier 28 were transiwrted fnrthor At 
Neuwied, an effort had been made to 
land them (w4itch place was passed 
April 3rd, at three o'clock In the after- 
noon), but tho attempt was frustrated 
by two otiicerti and fifteen men of the 
guard. In the letter of Tleleman Rvpp 
the Hoilanders are requested to pur- 
chase their liberty. Alhough the 
Messrs. Von Bent and Jan Frederiksen 
hurried fMm Rottwdam to Nirao- 
wogen, on the strength of this letter, 
it was impossible to reach Nimewegen 
in time, the ehlp having arrived there 
April 6th. The banished travelers 
had been apprised that there existed 
a congregatiin of Anabaptists or 
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MennonltM In tbte port, and Mk«d|wltli Imm of |ogr and eheerfii] nrfndn 

laape that some of them, ever under - we embraced each other and parted 



Moort of a guard, be permitted to 
visit their brethren of the faith. Mr. 
Blttar plaead no obitaelM In their 

way. Thoy sought out and found the 
place of meeting and the teacher, 
Hendrick Lanrons. residing there. We 
will now let this Hendrik Laurens tell 
his own story of the arrival, as he 
wrote it to the brethren at Amster- 
dam. 

"It was on the 6th of April that they 
arrived here at Ninrweg^n. As soon 
as they had heaird that fellow-believers 
resided here, one of them eame to me, 
guarded by two soldiers; but the sol- 
diers went away and let the man re- 
main with me. After I had spoken 
about this matter to other servants of 



with a kiss of peac^-. Thereupon they 
returned to the Palatinate, to seek out 
their wives and ditldren, who were 
scattered there, as well as In Switzer- 
land, and in Alsace, not knowing 
whither they had gone. Thejr were 
quite confident and of good dieer In 
their misery, althou?rh all their world- 
ly goods had been taken from them. 
There were amons tfasm a f>reaeher 
and two teachers. They were by nature 
a very sttirdy. hardened people, cap- 
able of enduring great privations and 
hardsblps, with long nnsbom beards', 

wearing disordorcd clothing, heavy 
shoes, made all the more clumsy by 
horseshoes on the heels and great 
nails being drimn Into them. They 



our congregation, wf^ went together to were very assiduous to servp Hod with 
the vessel, and there found our Swiss 1 prayer, reading and other works, were 
brstt rs n . We had a talk with the | very plain In all their actions, like 
officer of the guard, and soon saw that i lamibs and doves. They asked me how 
some refrpshments ought to be sup- ' the congm^atiou was conducted here 
piled to these people, as they had spent . which I told them; and they seemed 
twenty days on the water In great dis- 1 to be very well pleased. But we could 
tr«9s and misei-} : whereupon we ; converse with them only with dlf- 
brought them into the town. Now wp ' ficulty. owlnff to tilie fact that in 
said to our captive brethren: The sol- Switzerland they had dwelled in the 
diers wSI not get yon out of here | mountains far from 'Ullages and dtlss, 
easily, for If thpy should usf force, we and had little Intercourse with other 
will make complaint to the States people. Their language was quite 
General.' But nothing of the kind i coarse, awkward and uncouth; and 
Iii4>paned. Now they were free, over | they could hardly understand anyooa 
which we felt great Joy, and we show- who did not speak thoir language. Two 
ed them all token of friendship and i of them went to l>eventer in order to 
love, to their great delight and happl- \ see whether tiiey could mske a living 
ness. After we spent some time hap- in this country.** Such Is the letter of 
pily together, and they regalpd them- ' their host Laurens. (Mtiller, p. 170.) 

'"^T'/'ii: "^^^ ITlO-lJrechhiiehl, Zaiiler (Zellers) * 

?„?v w",ri!f>, ^' ,?" f w ~!^n i ««d Their Neighbors, Swiss 

only walk with dlffloulty, for by reason I „ ,^ ,„ .. , « « 

of their long imprisonment they ha^ Mennonites leU of Berne's 

become quite stiff; some of them had. l/nwHjr* 
been eoollned for almost two years | The Swiss sntterers, Brechbfiehl, 
amid much suffering, and particularly Zahler, Biirki and others, before men- 
last winter during the Intense cold, ' tloned as being at Nlmewegen, after- 
when their feet were shackled with wards went to Cleve. there to await 
tetters. I went with them for sn hour the result of the negotiations of their 
and a half ootelde of the town. Then i brethren in Holland, of which thy had 



Digitized by Google 



156 



DEPORTATION OF 1710 



DOWN THE RHINE 



no knowledge; and Uien to wander I 

further South. 

When about twenty of them had ar- 1 
rived there (cue, Bendicht Brechbuhl, 
upon leaving the ship ted preceded 
them to Crefeld. by way of Cleve), 
they repaired to the teacher for the 
congregation at Cleve, Isak Vrauken. 
Here the emotion and pltj of the 
liberated brethren were great. In a 
trice their arrival was known; one of 
the deacons a^ced the privilege of car- 
ing for half of them. The other breth- 
ren also came around, and each one 
naked for his portion, in order to exer- 
cise hospitality. Consequently no 
one could entertain more than two 
himself: for a teacher and a deacon 
remained with Vrauken. Whoever re- 
ceived no guest, brought clothing. 
These strangers could not he perstiad 
ed to He In bed; but preferred to sleep 
on straw, as most of them had sub- 
sisted for one or two yeara on nothing 
but bread and water. Meats and other 
nutritive foods did not agree with 
them. They made no other request 
than to be taken as soon as possible to 
Mannheim, where their fellow-prison- 
ers, as we have seen before, 28 in num- 
ber, were left behind. When asked 
about the state of their purses, they 
refused to accept anythine;. saying 
they bad partaken of more than they 
could ever recompense. But leak 
Vratiken roller-fed hurriedly 9 florin^ 
of Cieve money and slipped them Into 
their hands, whilst Vice Chancellor 
Heine procured for them a good pass- 
port find no flnirna. in the bargain. So 
they remained a few days longer at 
Cleve, principally upon the suggestion 
of some brethren at Emmerich, to 
await tidings from Holland which 
were soon expected, as two delegates 
had left Rotterdam on April 11th, to 
come to their aid with good advice. 
As Sunday had arrived. Vrauken's 
guest occupied iu his stead the pulpit 
ot the congregation of Cleve. Albeit 
the brethren of Cleve did not nnder- 



I stand the sermon, It neverth^eea did 

not likely flail to create a deep Im- 

I pression. 

Isak Vrauken writes to the Commit- 
tee at Amsterdam, he has found that 
these penjilo are well versed in the 
Holy Scriptures, that they are very 
humble without any hypocrisy or de- 
oeltfol show of character. Of the 
twenty, ^seventeen were married. They 
had a heartfelt longing for wife and 
children after such a long and grie- 
vous separation. None of them had a 
desire to return to Switzerland. They 
preferred rather to settle down in the 
Palatinate, at Mennhefm or elsewhere. 

On May 2, 1710, the Committee of 
Amsterdam transmitted the sum of 
1200 florins to the congregations iu 
the vicinity of Mannheim, who were 
not able to rare for the Swiss who had 
remained there, and for those who had 
just returned there from Nlmwegen. 

The Committee of the Ifennonltes at 
.\msterdani had asked some of the 
Swiss, freed at Nimewegen, to come 
before them In order thoroughly to 
learn the conditions in Switzerland. In 
their meeting at Amsterdam on April 
25, 17 lu, twenty-four questions were 
submitted to them to be answered. Of 
four of these questions written, an- 
swers were requested, viz: How and 
by whom were they taken prisoner? 
How long and where were they !m- 
prisoned? How were they treated 
(hen? Whether an investigation had 
t>een conducted and by whom? These 
Swiss were. Benedlcht Brechbuhl of 
Tracheelwald. teacher and elder at 
Mannheim; Hans Burkl, of Langnau. 
deacon, and Melchoir Zahler, deacon 
of Frutlgen. Brechbuhl had once be- 
fore been expelled from the Bernese 
territory and gone thence to Mann- 
heim. Returning to fetdi hia wife and 
children, he was taken prisoner and 
In that way got amons: the deported. 
Upon his liberation at Nlmwegen, he 
at once traveled toward Mannheim and 
was then recalled to Holland. Three 
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of these Swiss sufferers made reports 
In writlii« of their trentmeiit 
Klt—HaM Bukffli Sepert 

For the remembrance of my descen- 
dants aad of all my feUow^believers, 
t Hani Bnrkl. of Langnau, want to 

relate what happened to me. I had 
gone to the mountain called Blutten- 
ried (Community of Langnau), in 
company with my wife and two boob. 
There a poor man came to us to whom 
we gave something to eat; this man 
■ubeequently went to Harvag to the 
anthorltlee ond told them that he law 
me. Thereupon the Bailiff of Trach- 
selwald sent the traitor with a few 
others to take me prisoner. They came 
quite early In the morning to my hut, 
in which I stood nnawar«>s of any evil, 
and when I noticed the man before 
the door I had him supplied with 
MSnethlng to eat. Then I was made 
a captive and they took me away from 
my wife and twelve children and led 
me to Castle Traehselwald and placed 
me Into a prison or dungeon, for four 
days, during which time I was taken 
alck. Then the bailiff with two pro- 
vosts brottfl^t me on a cart into the 
city of Berne. There they placed me. 
sick as I was, in the prison, called 
Ahnr. After two days the gentlemen 
called and questioned me» Whereupon 
I confessed my faith. Then they lock- 
ed me up alone in a separate hole in 
the Ahur, and there I lay sick about 
five weeks, and altogther 17 weeks, in 
solitary confinement. Thereupon they 
led me into another prison, named the 
Island. There I lay during the whole 
Ion? and cold winter with an un- 
healthy body, and suffered very nuich 
from the Intense cold. For a long time 
I was watched so closely that none of 
my family or anyone else could come 
to me, so that my friends did not 
know whether I was living or dead. 
Thereupon, at the beginning of the 
month of May, 1709, I was brought 
with all the other prisoners to the 
hoepltal, and there^ too. I was kept in 



such close surveiUance that only very 
few persons oonid speak to us. We 
were compelled to work on wool from 
'early morning until late at night, viz: 
. from four o'clock in the morning until 
{eight o^clodt at night, and we got 
nothing to eat and drink but bread 
and water. This lasted about thirty- 
five weeks. Thereafter ten more 
we^ we were treated less severely. 
Then the authorities had us conveyed 
I to the ship, viz: on March 18, 1710^ 
I with the design of having us taken to 
I America. The authorities told ns that 
if any time and by any means we 
were to return to their country, they 
would inflict the death penalty on vol. 
Thus the merciful Father has by hia 
strong hand and through the medium 
jof our brethren and friends in Hoi- 
[land, delivered ns from our oppres* 
sors. as we arrived at Ninicwegen, 
and came to the town where they had 
I to release us. For this we thank the 
I Almighty God and Father of all 
mercy, who will not forsake all those 
I who place their confidence in him, 
but will cause them to prosper. The 
whole time of my imprisonment has 
been about 21 months, for In the month 
of July, 1708 I was taken captive, and 
on the 18th of Ifardi, 1710, 1 wm ltd 
away from Berne. Will come to a 
close here. 

Breehhnhl's Beport 
It waa In the year 1709, on the 12th 
of January, that the authorities of 

nerne sent seven provosts with a con- 
stable, early in the morning to my 
I house, wherehy we were greatly 
fiightenei so that my wife and my- 
self tried to hide ourselves. I con- 
j cealed myself under a haystack. They 
iseardied my house In every nook and 
! corner. Finally they came to the hay- 
; stack and thrust their swords In It, 
so that they struck me and were made 
aware that some one was hiding 
therein. Thereupon I crept out and 
they seised me, asked my name and 
whether I waa ^ preacher, which t 
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told ttw and acknowMgtd It* Then i were forbidden by pain of lose of their 
they led me Into my room; there the possessions, privileges and expuleloii 



constable prave me a box on the ear 
and tied my hands on my back and 
led me oat of my home. Thereupon 
my children began to lament and cried 
so piteously that, as the saying ie, a 
heart of stone would have been touch- 
ed thereby. But the proToats were In 
great ^lee that they had succeeded in 
catching nip. They led me heftce to 



from the country, to harbor any one 
of us and to give thorn food or drink; 
furthermore i% was ordained that it 

ai>yone would discover or see any 
Anabaptist or Mennonite, he was to 
inform the pastor or bailiff of such 
fact A reward was set a liberal sum 

of money, for some 50, for others 100 
Thaler of the realm, aud they had 



the city of Berne iu cum^pany with two : their subjects make oath, that if they 
other brethren, and put us In Imprls- 1 can' get hold of any of ns, be It In the 

onment and th-.ii ton, In the very long ' houses or on the roads, or elsewhere, 
and cold winter, there we lay as prls- , they should bind us aud lead us all 



oners. If we wanted anything warm, 
we had to pay dearly for wood. After 

six or seven days they brought me in 
another Jail. There they put iron 
shackles on me. In the mean time the 

authorities had given those who cap- 
tured me 100 Thaler, which my family 



into captivity, to that the same hap- 
pened about Uiis time to myself. FV>r 

when I was about to get some bread 
and wine for my sick and pregnant 
wife, now deceased, which was about 

between 10 and 11 o'clock at night. I 
was asked whether I was not a Bap- 



had to reimburse out of my estate. > tist. And when I did not deny this. 
After two days they again brought me ! they told me they had to be true to 



In the tower and set me in a separate 
hole and fastened me to an iron chain. 
There I laid about 18 weeks. After 
that they led me with all the other 

prisoners to the hospital. There we 
were compelled to work from four 



their solemn promise and would not 
perjure themselves on my account, or 
tiiey would not do this injury. There* 
upon they led me part ways with 
much cursing and swearing. But at 
the same time I was released by a 



o'clock in the morning to eight o'clock i good friend. 



In the evening In wool and they fed 

us with bread and water, but supplied 
these in sufficient quantity. This last- 
ed about 35 weelm. The remaining 
ten weeks the work was easier. So 



After that the gentlemen of Berne 

had rausprl to he sent to the city of 
F^ernt', from all parishes wherein it 
was presumed that some Anabaptists 
dwelled, two. three or more persona: 



the whole time of my imprisonment at i these penpir had to remain there for 



Berne was one year, 7 months and 7 
days. This happened In the 44th and 
45th years of my age. 

Benedicht Brechbuhl, « Native of 

the E>mmenthal. 

1710- .Melchlor Zahler's Statement 

In the year 1709. about the month 
of March, the authorities of Berne had 
Issued a commandment and a strict 
mauflate. which they had innounced 
from the pulpit in all their territory 
against the so-called Anabaptists or 
Mennonltes, wherein all their aubjeets 



several weeks at great expense to the 
people of their respective parlahes, so 
that by such loss and detriment we 

were to be made all the more obnox- 
ious and hated by the peasantry, 
whereupon many of our people ro> 
moved about that time from the coun- 
try to .\lsace, Mompel^ard and Neuen- 
burg, whereby the oppressed fugitives 
and banished, suffered great distress 
and poverty, sincf everything was 
taken and robbed from the most of 
them, BO Lhai nothing was left to 
them; and all this against all rights 
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and Justice; and against their own 
mandate. 

At the same time. I, Meldilor Zah- 
ler, also went to dwell in the territory 

of Neuenburg. Thereafter some time, 
my brother-in-law with a friend well 
known to me by the name (tf Hans 
Germann, botli Reformed, requested 
me by word of mouth through a con- 
fidant, to come back to my possessions 
in the Bernese District. Thereupon I 
went to tlilB well known friend, who 
showed me all love and friendship, 
and who wanted to give over to me 
my two children in order that I might 
maintain and clothe them. Then I 
wanted at one time to visit my brother 
and sister and my other children, and 
while I was with my brother and sister 
and other children, he went to the 
Reformed pastor and betrayed me. He 
divulged ever>'thlns, the time, the 
ttlght when I returned Into the coun- 
try; and of the clothing, etc All this 
he told the pastor. Thereupon this 
pastor sent three provosts on the same 
evening, who took me prisoner, hound 
me and took me to the pastor who 
questioned me concerning my creed, 
about infant baptism, swearing of an 
oath, ahout llie regulation of the han. 
about the carrying of arms, about the 
insUtutlos ot the authorities, etc.. And 
he ordered th«n to again bind me 
and transport me to Berne, which was 
8ub<;o<]uently done on February 27, 
1710. 

Once before, in the year 1706, I had 
been knprtooned for three weeks, and 
now at Berne in the hospital six 
weeks my right hand shackled and 
locked 4tnd fed on bread and water, 
whereby I was afflicted during this 
time with much anguish, sadness and 
misery, for the reason that they had 
betrayed me so falsely, and that they 
had robbed me of all my children and 
worldly goods. 

They also took away from me, be- 
sides my five Children, more than 



15,000 florins; furthermore banished 
me from my estate and ties of blood. 

and transported me with the following 
company to be sent to America with- 
out giving me a penny for the jour- 
ney, vis: 

Hans Burki, who was captured July, 
1708— Christian Sattler, captured and 
made prisoner July, 1708 — Isaac 
Baumgartner, taken prisoner the first 

time : 1709 the second time — 

Benedicht Brechbuhl. a teacher, on 
January 12, 1709 — Jacob Ulrlch— 
Peter Zalfangei^Kaspar Bieri— Chris- 
tian .Tanthauser — Christian Berger of 
Laupersville — Dan. Moser (Musser) — 
nirieh Schmled of LAngnau— Nlcklaus 
Ulaser of Lauperswyl — Peter Hofer ot 
Schoenf'k- -Peter Tlofer of Laupers- 
wyl — Christian Grahenbiihl — Samuel 
Reber; this Samuel Reber. according 
to a letter of Runkel. of January 17, 
1711 (A. A. No. 1301). came back and 
was sentenced to imprisonment for 
life— Ulrlch Bllenberger-— Peter Koh- 
ler — Hnnrlch Wenger of Moglenberg — 
Christian Stelner, a deacon — Hans 
Jacob of Uetendorf — Jacob Sch wander 
—Peter Thonen of 'Reutlgen— Hans 
Gasser. a teacher — Hans Stubet (Sto- 
ber), a deacon — Hans Rupp of Sigris- 
wyl— .Hans Murdt (Maurer) of Nleder- 
hunigen — Niklaus Hager of NIeder- 
hunigen— Ulrich FahrnI of Schwarzen- 
egg — Hans Ramseier — Yost Kopfler — 
Hans Ehigle of Rothenbaeh — Dure 
Rohrer a deacon — Rudolph Stettler, a 
teacher — Michael Aeschlimann, a dea- 
con — .Niklaus Baltzer — Melchior Zah- 
ler taken prisoner February 27, 1710, 
and once before in May, 170r> — Matiiias 
Qr&henbiihl — Benedict Muster (Mus- 
ser) ot Dlesbach — isenedlcht Maurer — 
Hans Benin — Niklaus Moser, a teach- 
er, who died in prison — Benedicht 
Nusbaum — Peter Mutrich of Trub and 
Niklaus Luthl — ^and the women fblks 
are Katharina Eber.sole — Elizabeth 
! Gerber — Elizabeth Gerber of Signau — • 
Elizabeth Krieg (Krick) of Hettings- 
hem— Bllsabeth Stelner of Nursenbnrg 
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—Anna Scbenk of DiestMcli— ^rbara 
F&iinil— Margaretba Engal of DIm- 
bach — ^Magrlth Aeschllmann — Katha- 
rina Ellenberger of Eggiwyl and Bar- 
bara PruUger. wbo eaeapad tfom the 
Basle district 

The above named women and men 
folk were on March 18. 1710. trans- 
ported from Berne In a ship after en- 
during much persecution and oppres- 
sion and severe Imprisonment; of 
these people 32 were liberated at 
Mannbelin on tbe following 28th of 
Marrh in consideration of the fact that 
they were old and feeble people, and 
some of them very sick. The other 
26 were eomewhat etronger. were 
taken to N'imwegen, where, on April 
9, they were set free through the In- 
teroeselon (or Intervention) of the 
high and mighty gentlemen of the 
States General and the Dutch "Breth- 
ren and friends, which happened by 
divine will or decree." 

At the doee of the whole episode 
we enter onre more the residence of 
the Ambassador, St Saphorin. at The 
Hague, and Und him busUjr engaged 
with the Messrs. lUtter and Isott, 
which, of course, ended to the disad- 
vantage of that firm. In consequence 
thereof there remained for the maater 
of the ship. Schlnder, 12 Thaler of the 
money which he had received at 
Berne for the maintenance of the ser- 
geant and the soldiers. As he could 
not enter upon the home Journey with 
this small amount. St. Saphorin paid 
over to Schlnder for this purpose 130 
Thaler, taking a proper receipt there- 
for. 

On April 26th, the Ambassador also 
received a well merited teattanoniai 
from his government for bis ezeer- 
tlons. 

1710— Brief Sumniarjr of Gallej 
Tortnre 

We have several times ghren items 

upon the persecution of our ancient 
ancestors by means of the galleys. 
Berne sending them to Venice and 



other Mediterranean icoun tries. Muller 
In hie Chapter Na 13, page 216. die- 

cusses the whole subject. Wars with 
Turkey made strong galley-mea 
necessary. Swltserland was glad to 
send our Mennonite ancestors to this 
torture. As early as ir)40 ninety 
Anabaptists or Mennonites were taken 
out of the dungeons in Austria, to be 
handed over to the groat king oC 
Vvnlce for galley-service; but they 
escaped from the torture at Trieste. 
Twenty were afterwards captured and 
transferred to the galleys. When they 
arrived a receipt was given by the of- 
ficer who took them and an agree- 
ment that after two years, tliey would 
be released. It was also agreed that 
they were to he used in one ship and 
not be separated. Any that would re- 
pent their religion before readiing 
the galley could go hack. 

In 1671 George Orell was In Venice 
collecting payments due to Zurich and 
Berne for the hiring of our Menno- 
nite brethren as galley-servants. (Do. 
216). He reports that Venice was 
greatly pleased with, these people 
There are works devoted entirely to 
the subject of galley-punishment. - 

The great emigration in 1711 Berne 
thought .would rid Swltserland of the 
Mennonitea (Mflller 220); but it was 
found there were many of them still 
in Switzerland and that many more 
came back from Holland, refusing to 
he banished. This caused a split in 
the Mennonite religion. .Jacob Am- 
mon headed the stricter party and 
Hans Relst the milder party. The 
.\ninion people, that is the Amish. 
were willing to ero; but the Relst 
wing were not, and were put under 
the ban by the Amish. Berne now de- 
termined to send the obstinate Relst 
t)eople to the galleys, because they 
came back, from Holland; and thus it 
happened that this year about flfty- 

two were sent. 

Berne now selected from those who 
were expelled in 1710 and 1711, (and 
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bad roturnod), six of the most promi- 
nent, to be sent to the galleys — to be 
sold to the king of Sicily, but only 
tour were foand lit to go, the other 
two were too old. They were Hans 
liiiitbl, Nicholas Bumgardner, Peter 
Wettiicb, and Joseph Brobet These 
were of Trub. Much influenee was 
brought to try to have the govern- 
meat re-consider; but to no avail. 
They were etrong men nboat fifty 
years old and had to go (MUller 220). 
They were to be fettered with irons. 
Some time in 1711, Jacob Schnebeli 
(Snavelr) of Manhehn wrote to Jacob 
Frey and others at Amsterdam and ' 
stated that he had news of these de- 
ported from Turin by letters — that 
the7 "Were to rematn there over win- 
ter — that they were kept in a vault to- 
gether with ninety criminals, who 
had been sold to a man named Hack- 
brett tor th^ crimes— thnt thcj were 
daily taken ont to do some hard 
work. Schnebeli further wrote that 
by Spring they would go on the high 
seas to the galley. They presented a 
petition to the Duke of Savoy to re- 
lease them. The Duke said he was 
satisfied bnt It was all in the hands of 
the officers at Berne. When at Turin 
the prisoners received some aid from 
their Mennonlte brethren in Holland. 
A little kiter Berne agreed to release 
the prisoners, provided they would 
not return to Switzerland. 

The original letter from these gal- 
ley-slaves» dated at Balermo» Septem- 
ber 16. 1715, si^nei by Christian 
Liebe, Peter Whi trick and Joseph 
Brobst Is found in the archives of the 
Mennonites or Baptists at Amster- 
dam (Mailer 226). 

In this letter they complain of great 
tribulation and distress and that one 
of them died that year, another one 
the yoar before, at Turin, so that only 
three were now left. These were 
Nicholas Bnmgardner and Hsns 
Luthl. A little later the king of Sicily 
ordered them released (Da 230). The 



kin? agreed to transfer the men fref^ 
to .Nice. An lutluential Swiss friend 
named Prey of Torren, succeeded in 
getting them liberated «Bd he gave 
them money and clothing and con- 
ducted them back to Switzerland 
(Mfltler Sn and 232). They had tho 
shackles taken off of their feet, and 
they started to walk to Turin but got 
very sore feet. From Turin they pro- 
ceeded through SsToy and Oenev* to 
Neuenburg. They were met by the 
bishop of Pruntret, in whose neigh- 
borhood some Mennonlte friends had 
settled and got together a small ton- 
gregation. Here they were given 
earnest advice not to go back to 
Berne. All of them but Christian 
Liebi (Levy) remained fhore; but he 
went on Alone to the Palatinate. 

1710— Scattered Items on Atle my ted 
Deportatlen to Anwclcn. 

MQller devotes Chapter 15. pagi* 
252, to an attempted deportation to 
America. Much of this we have al- 
ready discussed. The question be- 
fore Berne was. "What shall be done 
with these Mennonites?" All orders 
had been partly futile. Whenevor the 
Mennonltee were forced over the 
Swiss boundaries, they were sure to 
return. This was made worse about 
1710 by a ftemlne that had broken out 
In Alsace, where some had been sent. 
So they went back to Switzerland. 
Many were in the jails and were a 
burden. The gallej^ were too dread- 
ful. Many were old and weak. 

The Idea of deportation to dlsl:int 
countries began about 1699; and on 
the 17th of May, that year, the Bast 
India Company at Amsterdam were 
requested to take sbip-loads of them 
away. (MflUer 263.) The dty of 
Berne sent a long communication to 
the company, statin? how obstinate 
these people were; that measures 
harsh sad mild were of no ayail, ud 
that nothing would do but to send 
them to a tar-off land. Thua Berne 
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urged the East India Company to 
take a lot of tbem to41ie Islands of 
Eaiit India. 
One of the foremost leaders was 

Isanr Kniffman; and it was arranged 
that he should be taken to the Com- 
pany at Amsterdam and be sent to 
India. The company iiaid no heed to 
this. 

The idea of deportation soon a^aini 
was taken up as the number of pris- 
oners was Increasing in Switzerland. I 
This time the Court, erontod to take 
charge of the Meuuonite matters, 
known as the "Baptists Chamber"* 
was iufuntn-d of Ihn affairs in April 
17. 1701* and dirocle.l to start vigor- 
ously to clean ihcjxi all out of the 
country. So vigorously did this Court 
take hold of its work that shortly, 
more than five hun ired were driven 
out of the country and it was hoped 
that soon they would sU be sone. It 
seems that two p'l ces where the 
Menoonites had been Impriaoned 
were in the "Upper Jail" and on the 
''Island." Amoag those mentioned 
are nenjamin nrnc';bil] nf Troxel- 
wald. Christian Krayenbuhl of Nor- 
ben, Hans Waser (Wenger) a weaver 
of Wattenweil, Peter Thouen of Reut- 
Igen, Jacob Neueuschwanger (News- 
wanger) of Stocken. Hans Burkl of* 
Oibel, Christian Stetner of Ghrafen-| 
bOhl, Elsbeth Steiner. his sister Catri. 
Aebersold, Anna Shenk, Hans Ger- 
ber's wife; a baby, Catrina Leuen- 
berger of Wytigen, Peter Rubeli's 
wife of Aesehlen; Elsbeth Gerber. | 
Peter Gerber's wife of Zlinmerzey; 
Christian Dauzler. uu old bedfast man. 
Babi Fmnl, an old woman quite deaf. ' 
To the Baptists Incarcerated on thf 
Island were added Rudolph Stettler 
of Stettlen; Durse Rohrer of Itti^en 
and Hans Rupp of Ounten. (Ifailer 

These and others were people not 
able to do gallejHieiTlce. and there- 
fore, Berne asked the Baptist Cham- 
ber to see that th^ were sent to the 
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East or West Indies and Panasyl- 

vania. 

The other steps in this attempted 
deportation to Pennsylvania we have 

already had in former items and 1 
have simply added this at this time 
because it was omitted heretofore. 
We recall that th% . principal step 
taken to deport to Ameirca was that 
in 1710, when fifty-seven were put In 
a boat and sent down the Rhine, o? 
whom three gave their story and tes- 
timony to the Dutch Mennon'.te 
|)reacher, Hendrick Laurens, at 
Nlmewegen. We have also heretofore 
given the names of them. 

1711 — The Peqvea Swiss Ttaet Swh* 
divided. 

We have stated in a prior item that 
in 1711 the tract of 6.400 acrp.s (part 
of the 10,000 acres taken up) was 
sub-divided among the different 
owners. This happened OB the 27th 
of April; and the surveyor general at 
the request of the purchasers made 
the actual division I hope to append 
a map of this subdivision to these 
annals which will show the particular 
lines dividing; the large tract (Hupp 
75.) 

1711— Fint Sivitt Birth hi ti» Settle* 
neat 

According to Rupp 88, on the 28nd 

of January this year, Samuel Miller 
was born on the Pequea, son of Jacob 
Miller, a pioneer. He was the first 
child born to our Swiss ancestors in 

this county. 

1711--lntfrestlnir Conference Between 
the tioternor of Fennsjhanla and 
the Pioneer Celoay ef Lan- 
caster GMaty. 

In the Colonial Recorde. Vol. 8. 
page 533, there Is an Interesting ac- 
count of a treaty at Cones toga on the 
IStb of June, 1711. The Governor of 
Pennsylvania, together with four <rf 
bis meet noted members of Council 
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were present at this treaty. It took 
place at tbe fork of tbe Little Cone* 
stosa and Bis Couestoga Creeks. A;^ 
far as it relates to the Germm-S A-iss 
settlement of this county, we simply 
note that under date of Tuesday the 
18th, In tbe forenoon, the GoTernor 
in his speech to the Indians says 
thai he intends to present five belts 
of Wampum to the Five Nations and 
with f-hem the Cone;>to?a Indians, he 
reiiuircd their friendship to the 
"Palatines settled on Pequea." This 
le conclusive proof to show that the 
Pe-;. > I se'tlein ^nt of the Swi.sa was 
In existence at that time. To this the 
Indiana made answer "As to the 
Palatines, thev are in our opinion 
snfe'y seated." Thi.s ijive-: tis soin<> 
little side light upun the conditions 
in which our fore-fathers lived. 

I7n~l'ulaiiiie t «Ioii) of New lU'nie 
KOIed. 

AccordinK to Rupp in his 30,000 

namo3 of Swiss and Ciorinan - comin ; 
to Eastern Pennsylvania he says, 
page 3. that in 1709 a conslderahle 
number went and found New Berne. 
N. C. ahoHt ir.o farnilips: and that 
Sept. 22, 1711, one hundred of them 
were killed by the Tnaoaroras. Thej 
New Berne Colony do not appear to 
have heen Mennonites. New Berne 
erxists today. 

1711 — ioiidition uud Size of (lie 
Pequea Colony. 

Jacob Taylor, surveyor for Penn. 
In a letter to Jamee Logan, the 20th 

of the Ttth mnuih (which was .luiy) 
1711, concerning the Poiiu* t Colony of 
Swiss writes 'ttfany iJtv>i>:e are de- 
flirona to go backwards to settle land. 
Six or seven families of Palatines are 
settled at Pequea; and more desire to 
go there neat winter.** In another 
part of the letter be says that there 
is "a great want of commissions to 
sell the proprietor's land and that 
many people deelre to go t»ack to 



settle." (Taylor Papers No. 2796.) 
We state this Item simply to ehow 
the condition of the first colony, 
toward the end of l\s first ycir of 
residence in this county; and we can 
gather from Taylor's letters that it 
consisted only of a few families. But 
that many more families were inter- 
ested in coming there to settle. And 
that generally they were prosperoos. 
Is also evident. 

1711 -The RolKt and Ammaa Factkme 
of .Mennonites on Eml^tion. 

Wo h.Tvc hoforc stated tliat Jacoh 
Amnion led off a branch of Menno- 
nites from the regular church on the 
doctrine that they were not strict 
cnoiiirh When the (|ue.stlon of siifTer- 
ing, persecution or emigrating to 
America came up,- it seems that the 
Aniinan faction were more willing; to 
emigrate than the Heisi faction. At 
least we are told hy MuUer (pa^e 
220 and 221) that the Relst people re- 
pisted liein^; ."sent to .\mcrica and 
either remained at home or left the 
ships wherevej: they conid to return 
home and join their brethren In faith 
in the Palatinate. Therefore, th*> 
wrath of the authorities was more 
fierce against the Relet people than 
against tlio Amish. Tiie Rerne Ctov- 
ernment called them "the most con- 
trary people known." The govern- 
ment also declared that all those who 

were banished and canie Inck would 
be sent to the galleys or imprisoned 
for life. Among those sent to the 
galleys was Hana Oerher. 

1711— HeUani MenaenNes Take I'p 
Berne Mennonlte Cause Befmr 
Berne .4mhnNsador Jn 
Holland. 

About this time a deputation of 
eight leaders of the Holland Menno- 
nites. who had brought with them 
four Berne or Swiss Mennonites, one 
of them a preacher, came to try to 
ladvce the Berne ambasaador in Hoi- 
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land to new efforts, 4o telkieiice 

Berne. The Bernese Ambassador to 
HollaJid tried to thwart this. The four 
Berneee MennonKes were taken be- 
fore hinL The Holland MennonltM 
said that they regretted that Berne 
was agaJn impri«onIng their Brethren 
and that the wives and children of 
thoee banlahed, had been kept haek. 
(Miiller 281.) They represented that 
these Brethren do not hinder the 
state in any way and only ask the 
right to Bonre God» aoeordlng to the 
dictate of their own consciences. 

St. Saphorln relates as follows: I 
deemed it proper to answer the Hol- 
hund Uemumltet with asperity. I 
told th«Bi "I am astounded to hear 
you speak in such a manner after 
you had yourselves an opportunity to 
know the Bemete Baptlats. These 
people had the permission to sell 
their possessions, but only upon the 
provision not to enter any more upon 
the territory of their Bzcellenctes in 
Switzerland from which they had 
been banished. Not only did they re- 
turn to the land but they also tried 
to convert to their notions as many 
of the inhabitants as they were able 
which under the Constitution of our 
State would lead to nothing less 
than the annihilation of its defences. 
They could have been punished with 
the severity which the law prescribes 
against those who break their banish- 
ment: but instead arrnn2;oments had 
been made with the minister of Eng- 
land by which they were to be re- 
ceived la America under the mild 
dominion oC her Majesty, the Queen, 
with the same privileges enjoyed by 
the other subjects of their Excellen- 
cies who wnlgrate thence on their 
own accord, or voluntarily— only with 
this for their advantages — that those 
who profess the rella^ion of their 
sovereign must go there on their 
own expense, while the Anabaptists 
are sent there at th^ expense of Ihrtr 



' Htaccellettetes, the Swiss g o vernm ent 

With profuse thanks they had accept- 
ed this, glad that a punishment had 
been meted out so little commensor- 
ate with their disobedience. 

While not all could emigrate to 
America — although such was stipu- 
lated — yet It would have been quite 
IHt»per tor some who have neither 
wives or children to show by the 
journey, their compliance; but none 
would give in, to the admonitions of 
the gentlemen here who are so 
solicKouB of their welfare. Instead, 
they have remained in Holland 
to complain of Switzerland, -their 
Country and Sovereign. Alfbongh 
there Is only one religion prevalent 
in all reformed Cantons in Switzer- 
land. R Is nevertheless not the re> 
ligiona dogmas which impels the in- 
tolerance of the Anabaptists or Men- 
Donites 19 the territory or the domin- 
ion of their Bzcellenctes; but becausn 
their creed contains certain things 
which are diametrically opposed to 
the State Constltuilon. No power 
can reprove us If their Bzcellencton 
(who maintain no standing army, and 
who Impose no other burdens on 
their subjects, than the duty of de- 
fending the Faihertand), cannot tol- 
erate a religion which tends to over- 
throw the only foundation of their 
security. As to the intercessions oi 
so many different powers andi an 
Holland, England, etc.. their Excel- 
lencies know full well that all these 
powers have too Just an opinion, as 
to disapprove what Swttxerland de- 
mands, when they expect of their 
subjects the defense of the Father- 
land. Besides, their Excellencies are 
not bound to render an account of 
their doin?s to any one: nor do they 
expect from any other an account of 
their actions. I declare that all 
movements by which you cause a 
disapproval of the attitude of their 
Excellencies will only have a tend- 
ency to embitter the public mind 4a 
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Switserland, and to make the condi- 
tion of your brethr«i in the taith all 
the harder." 
This aotton of St. Saphorln deflnw 

tlie Bernese standpoint The military 
▼lew takes precedence of all others. 
The military duty is the most proml-i 
nent affair of honor of the eitlien; 
and in the storms which sometimes 
swept through Europe, it was not an 
easy matter to guard the neutrality 
Ot the coantry which, in addition to 
other duties, had to defend the Re- 
formed Faith against the Catholic, 
aiakiog it ft eotratry wltJi weapon In 
hand; and one whose best forces 
were hired to foreign countries as 
mercenary soldiers. The speech did 
not fail to hftTo elfeot 

1711— H^laa< MamwItM AiTftftgtng 

It Help Swiss Brethren Out of the 
Gouitry to America and 
Elsewhere. 

After St Saphorin had delivered 
hit loetnro 4b the delegation of Dnteh 

llennonltee and their Swiss brethren 
present^ just set out, the delegation 
made the following requests: 

1. For the free departure of the 
wives and children of those who were 
banished and are being banished to 
America, so they may Join ihem. 

a. For milder treatment of. and 
liberation of, those recently impris- 
oned so that they oan emigrate oat of 
Swiuerland too. 

3. TO stop the horrible practise 
of Mfnnonlte-hunting and rewards 
for their capture, eo they can come 
ont of hiding, collect their possessions 
and leave too. 

St Saphorin replied that the first 
■ request would be granted, on oondi- 
tkMB tiisso families wonld not settle 
down near the boundary line of 
Switzerland; and that Holland should 
see to it that none of the ship-load 
sottt down the Rhine in 1710, of flfty- 
seven persona of whom thirty were 
pnt off at Manheim and twentyHMven 



at Nimewegen, Holland, should re- 
turn to Switzerland as they threat- 
ened to return: and that a bond be 
given to guarantee this. If this be 
done, the detained wives and chil- 
dren may go to them. The delegates 
also state that as to the property of 
these divided families, thejr be allow- 
ed to turn it all into money and take 
the money with them; but the Ambas- 
sador said all he could do was to see 
that the wives' dowry rights were re- 
spected, as the husbands* share had 
already been forfeited. 

An to the milder treatment of and 
liberailon of the Mennonites, then in 
Berne Jail, all St Saphorin would say 
was that, the act of the first ship-load, 
violating their agreement to go on to 
America, and instead of that getting 
on the ship at Nimewegen as soon as 
they were in the free soil of Holland 
was responsible for the ron^ treat- 
ment of those then In jail and for 
refusal to liberate them and send 
them away free of charge; and that 
future severity of Switzerland would 
depend on whether the first ship-load 
sent out would stay out or come 
back. The delegation then gava bond 
s:uaranteeing that this would hO OlH 
served — that they would never more 
set foot on their native land. St 
Saphorin also said he heard from 
what passed between prominent 
Dutch and Swiss Mennonite repre- 
sentatives and Lord Towusend, Eng- 
tands Ambassador in Holland, that 
the Mennonites are full of hope that 
their religion, having been horn in 
the Reformation, the same aa the 
State Chureh of Switeerland (the Re- 
formed Church), it will not be exter- 
minated by Switzerland. He told the 
delegation they must give up all 
hope as to this, as the country was 
determined to crush it out entirely; 
and that if they had any love for 
their Swiss brethren, they should in- 
duce them all to get out of Biritssr- 
land aa soon at posaihle. 
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Thoy .iroiised surprise and admira- 
tion in Ambassador Saphorin's breast 
by saying that since the charge 
against them was that they were not 
patriots and would not help to defend 
Switzerland, they would try to get 
their Holl'aad friends and the govern- 
ment too, to guarantee that they 
would raise money Instead of troops, 
and thus do their duty to their native 
huid. Bat be said. SwIUserlaod does 
not keep up her defen=e.s by bounty 
and substitutes, but by her own sol- 
diers alone. 

This ended the conference on the 
three subjects. (MflUer 281-3.) 

1711<-<-Holland's Help to PWMeated 
Swiss Mennonltes. 

The final determination to deport 
the Meunouites to America brought 
affairs to a crisis. (MKiller 279.) These 
Mennonites eould not see extradition 
as In any sense, a favor to them. The 
Netherlands being in close sympathy 
with the oppressed Mennonites kept 
themselves advised on all these mat- 
ters, and all that the Holland Menno- 
nites did for the Berne Mennonites, 
the Holland government approved. 
The Holland Mennonites did every- 
thing that diplomacy could bring 
about. The great help that Holland 
gave th< f!! .-<• hris nover been ac- 
knowied^'t' i publicly, or at all by 
Switzerland. 

As soon 8(8 the Bernese Mennonites 
who were sent down the Rhine In 
1710 were liberated at Nimewegen, 
the crisis came. St. Saphorin, the 
Swiss ambBssador at the Hague im- 
mediately tonk up the matter, with 
the English throne and the Menno- 
nites also tried to get Lord Townsend 
to intercede with Britain to help 
them. Saphorhi represented to Rn?- 
land that Holland's help to the Men- 
nonltes instead of speeding them on 
to America made them more stubborn 
to return, and caused many of them 
to return to the Palatinate. He said 



they are dctennlnei to mTintaln their 
sect in Switzerland. Saphorin. while 
anxious to help the Mennonites to 
America, was against them in all 
other respects. He deprecated ("to 
the British Government) any furth - r 
efforts by Holland to help them, and 
espedally that the Mennonites were 
trying to have HoHanrl interfere with 
Berne. Theae complaints he made to 
what is called the "Pensioner." wlio 
seems to have been an offloer with 
funtls to help the Mennonites; 
whether English or Dutch is uncer- 
tain. 

A conference was arranged with 8t. 

Siphnrin and oflifr jiowers of 
Beruo government; and the " Pen- 
sioner*^ demanded that the banis ied 
be allowed to take their goods with 
them, saying they could get Til of 
them quicker by so doing. 

1711— SU Saphorin Annorawii 

Beme*8 Final VerlsloB. 

The depMties mentioned in m 
earlier Item, it seems, were also the 
representatives of Holland. They 
tried again this year to intercede 
with Berne. But St. Saphorin thwart- 
ed it. Again and again these Menno- 
nites tried to get favorable action 
from St. Saithorin and hoped that 
Secretary Runckel, who was going 
to Berne could secure favor at the 
home office. These Dutch friends 
tried to persuade Berne that they 
were trying to find settlements for 
the Swiss brethren.- St Saphorin 
praised them highly for the love and 
sacrifice they showed and said he was 
glad only five hundred were left In 
Switzerland, since they must suffer 
so severely there. He said flnally he 
would recommend the Swiss goveni- 
mcnt to give them sutllcient time to 
go. He represented to this govern- 
ment that the Swiss Mennonlte ques- 
tion is stirring the whole Proteetant 
world. 
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He told the deputies that Berne Is , this city, which would prove clearlj 
almut to resort to severe torture that the above apcii^afioiis originated 



upon those who refuse to go and he 
was compelled to exact a bond from 

the Dutch Mennonitps that the F5wl88 



from erroneous notions, inasmuch us 
their creed and that of their brethren 

in the faith was not proporly tinder- 



would go and not return. (Miiller stood, as to the three points in ques- 
tion. Whereupon the aforenamed 
Benedlkt Brechtbahl. Hans Burki and 



S84.) 

1711— Holland D(>clares the Good 
ClHunictOT of the Mennonites. 

The Dutch brethren became active, 
and to get all the Information they 
OOUld. three of the Nimewe?en re- 
fugees came before them aa we have 
seen before, April 25. 1710, at a meet- 
ing at Amsterdam. They learned the 
condition In Switzerland. l)y suhinit- 



Melchior Zaliler. each one for him- 
self, have before us. burgess and 
council of this city, publicly attested 
and declared that the creed after 
which they had lived in the Canton 
of Berne, in regard tu the above 
named three points consisted of: 

1st. That they believe and proclaim 
that the authorities were ordained by 



ting to them tweat>'-four questions, i Clod the Almight}'. to punish the 
It seems from Amsterdam, the Hoi- 1 wicked and protect ihe righteous, and 
land authorities took Brackbill, Burki that thoreforo every Christian Is in 
and Zellers to the Hagu>^ am! cnn- duty bound to acknowl«?d?e it as a 
fronted St. Saphorin with ihem ami servant of God: and dare not resist 
from the answers made by the Swiss i it, so that one may be enabled under 
Mennonites. for their brethren and ' its soveriimont. to lead n quiet peace- 
all else learned about them, the Hoi- ful life, and that, therefore, one must 



land officials and deputies entered in 
their ''Great Memorial", on reisord. 



render that which he owes— toll to 

whom toll is due, fear to whom fear 



Vo!. IX. pa^t' 106, and published in Is due and honor to whom honor is 
French, this defense of the Swigs < due. 



Mennonlte cause, in answer to ill the 

reproaches ai^ainst xhem. 



2nd. They belieye that, according 

to the teachings of Christ (Matthew 



We, the Burgess and Council of 5). it ia not incumbent upon them to 
the city of Amsterdam, make known i swear an oath, but yea whatever Is 
to everyone whom it may eo&eemlyea and nay whatever is nay; and 
and declare according to tllO truth j that by this they feel themselves as 
that, there appeared before us Hans ; strictly 1>ound as all other-* who take 
Burki, Benedilvt Brechtbuhl and Mel- j an oatii. and tliai they, when they 
chlor Zahler. teacher and elders of I break their word are Just as amen- 
the Mennonlte ConKre?atlon In the able to the punishment of the author- 
honorable canton of Berno, Switzer- ities as a perjurer, 
land, who declare that they came into 3rd. That they are ready to pay 
our city and were eognhsant of the to the authorities taxes on imports 
fact that they were accused upon ' for their i)rotectIon and i«afe-guard« 



three points of their Christian Doc- 
trine, wunoly: that they denied the 
authorities were ordained by God, 



as much as may be levied against 
them, according to their means, and 
which they may be able to render. 



that they refuse to take an nath, and and thnt in times of distress they 
they refuse to defend the Fatherland would be willing in lieu of military 



with weapons. They, therefore, de- 
sire to make a solemn declaration of 
their faith, before the maglstiaoy of 



service to participate In the works ot 
dafonse, as much as lay In their 
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4th The deponents humbly pray 
that we might register this, their 
iwblle 4eelaratlon In order to wwre 
as a testimony for all times, wllMl> 
ever it would be neceaHarj'. 

*To thin documeut we have aflSxed 
«ar dtj Mftl sad liare had It tIgiMd 
by oar secretary. ** (Mflller 886.) 

1711— BrackbnbrN Further SerfitM 
For His SwIsK Brethren. 

After numerous conferences and 
visits to lioilaud as we have seen 
MEore, tte ilirae Bmieee Memioiiltee. 
Breckbuhl. Zellers and Burki, took 
their leave on June 6. 1710, with a 
ChriAtlau and brotherly farewell, and 
aiipplled wlUi a preseiit of flftjr florine 
as traveling money, returned to Man- 
heim. Brechlyiihl was there again 
active as elder in his oougregation, as 
WW now sbow. He was the mediator 
and confidential agent between the 
Mennonites of Berne and Holland and 
in many cases, rendered his brethren 
In the faith many services in those 
years. He writes under date of Jan- 
uary 4, 1711, Sroax Manhelm to Hol- 
land: 

*'R«qiort to the friends that some 
time since I received a letter from 
servants and elder iu Switzerland 
with reference to their exodas to 
Prussia; they write me that they do 
not wish to go there; but want to 
await the mercy of God, and wish to 
remain in their land aa long aa the^ 
can. They who were In the ship 
thank you most friendly and cordial- 
ly for all the great love and fidelity 
shown to them. I understand also 
from their letter that, the brother- 
hood in Switzerland do not deem it 
well that I. because of fear of men. 
do not help footer the small flofek of 
Christ; and express the opinion that 
I should not forsake their people. 
Bnt nntil now, I have not deemed It 
feaalble, however, to help more tiian 
I am. Tn the Springtime I moan to 
undertake the trip up, to fetch vaj 



children. For this reason I liad 
written some time ago to the Canton 
Berne to hare them ahow ma Hm 
grace and privilege of receiving me 
with favor, or at lea»t to grant me a 
pasBport so that I might return tor 
some time to the country, since I 
have made the promise in the past 
Spring to the friends oC the com- 
mittee, while we were at the Hague, 
that I would not travel up to Swltier- 
land without their Iinowledge and 
consent Therefore I will try to get 
the government to release me of nqr 
promise: for I cannot very well have 
my children and other things brought 
out (or called for) by some one else, 
ft Is my friendly request to the 
friends to write me whatever may be 
your pleasure In the matter. Fur- 
thermore. I report that. 1 am able to 
earn mr board and keep, tgr mj 
hands; consequently. I am well con- 
tent. But, as yet I know of no place 
where I can dwell with my people. I 
trust to tiie Lord, however, that he 
win not forsake his people (for 
whoever does His will the Lord wUl 
not forsake), but will furnish me with 
a place of abode. 

I have also received word a short 
time since that, the authorities of 
Berne have promlaed those who 
were made prisontm that, if they 
would promise to apipear whenever 
they were wanted, they would be re- 
leased: but when this would be, only 
time will tell. 

As to the two morasses (swampy 
tracts in Luthania where the German 
King wanted to induce them to settle 
in Germany, vacant because of pesti- 
lence), I would report that I have 
heard from good authority that It 
would entail an almost impossible 
expense to make them fertile, or pro- 
ductive, therefore, I know not what 
furtlier to write on this subject Al' 
though I would like to write much on 
account of the tmbroken love for the 
friends with which I am imbued. But 
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as ! have nothing further In particu- 
lar to relate. I will let this short 

Mmda, tosetbar -with their whole 

families to the gracious protection of 
the Almighty, reroaining herewith 
your affectionate friend and brother 
te caurtst 

*'BBNBDIOHT BRAOfrrBmn^." 

On May 17. 1711. Benedlcht Bracht- 
Mlhl writes to John WUltnk. that his 
three children have arrived hale and 

hearty from Switzerland, that they, 
however, have brought the word that 
the oongregatl<ms there are so great- 
ly eag«r to hare him come that ho In- 
tends to yield to them, and requests 
a 8{>eedy release from his promise or 
vow. (ACQller 286 et seq.) 

Thla lottor, so fnll of love md tvoat 

in the Lord under the diflBcultles he 
details, ought to put to shame the 
dissatisfaction we so often feel and 
tbe mlitmst of Qod we show when- 
etver the affairs of our lives do not 
wear the rosy tint wo unreasonably 
expect. It may be found in the Men- 
Bonite Archives at Amsterdam, No. 
1299. The project to send the small 
company of Mennonltes at this time 
loft about Berne, to the bogs of 
northern Qermasy to a place where 
war and pestilence had destroyed all 
the inbaibtants. and the powerful in- 
ineneea behind the project ought to 
mako us appreetnte how narrowly the 
aneestorR of many of us here In Lan- 
caster County, escaped being sent to 
another soetton of the world, from 
which they never would have reached 
Pennsylvania. By a simllnrly nar- 
row margin, we remember they also 
<senpod betng taken to the Bast 
Indies by the East India Company. 
Benedict Brackbtihl was a strong 
factor in preventing both of these 
fates of our people. Isaae Kaulfman 
also rendered service to prevent the 
East India project. 



The oppressed Mennonltes of 
Switzerland and the Palatinate turned 
to the Quakers of Bngland, throagh 
the advice of their Holland brethren, 
to have them intercede with the Eng- 
lish government; but. the queen's 
authorities refused to Interfere with 
Swiss affairs. 

They then turned to the Icing of 
Prussia In a petition: and ho gave It 
as his opinion that there would be no 
help for them unless they all leave 
Switzerland. In a letter dated July 5, 
1710. the king wrote that these 6wlss 
Hufferers should settle themselves in 
the district of Brandenburg, at such 
places where extensive dairies could 
be operated, or In PnuNria, whoro 
there were good chances of success. 
In Prussia, the raging epidemic com- 
pletely depopulated many villages in 
the most fruitful veglon; but honsea 
and cattle and agricultural Imple- 
ments were still there ready for peo> 
pie to use them, said the king. It 
the new settlers come at once they 
would profit from the rich harvest, 
as the former settlers had died after 
planting the crops. The king pro- 
mised further, that everything that 
would help these good people WOUld 
be done (Hulzinga, page 25). 

This act on the part of the king of 
Prussia was hailed by the "Amstor* 
dam Courant" of August 9, 1710. with 
delight and it spread the news that 
tlie king had already written to the 
canton of Berne, that he would re- 
ceive these people. Baptists or Men- 
nonltes. without any exception and 
would help them to make a Uvlng. 
(Milller 288.) 

Mttller further says that, even a 
narrative of the Amsterdsra commit- 
tee's acts in behalf of their Swiss 
brethren in faith would be too long to 
recite complete. A recital of all the 
lonnwyt Crom Amsterdam and Rot- 
terdam to the Hague; and the numer- 
ous confftrences. with Influential dele 
pUes nnd the letters sent malBe up a 
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Urge catalogue in the Mennonite 
library at Amsterdam. 
The Holland Ambaasador at Barna, 

KuncktM. used all means with the 
Berne government to have the hard 
maaauras againat the Mmnonltea 
stopped; and to aecura fraadom at 

worship for thorn at home. TISs next 
plan was, if this was not allowed, to 
secure a few years chance for these 
Moiinonitt's to sell their goods and 
land. Hut Uiinckol hail a hard 
struggle ill this eSurt; and July 12. 
1710, from Berne, he wrote to the 
romniittf'o in Amsterdam, that though 
ho had no further or lers from IIol- ' 
land to assist the Mennonites. yet 
that of bis own accord, be had In- 
quired carefully Into the condition of 
them; and in this inquiry he states 
that he found in Switzarland aome 
people wbo felt that the Swlas gov- 
ernment was entirely too severe: and 
who were full of pity for the poor 
Mennonites. (Mttller 289.) But be 
says for every one of thesa, there are 
two or throe who wish them all the 
pains the government has given them 
and no remonstrance can influence 
them. lie states that the government 
os['<'cially mako-i it a point of honor 
that all they have done was right and 
for ttie welfare of tba govemmaat 
and the glory of God. He says It is 
most certain the Berne officials hav€ 
no Idea what kind of people these 
Mennonites are and what difference 
there is between thorn and the 
Monster Anabaptists, wbo stirred up 
trouble for the government te earlier 
times. These people believe overy- 
thing true that la charged against the 
Mennonites, he says; and that he 
knows no way to overcome it. unless 
the pamphlets that have been printed 
in their faith in Holland, and their 
creed, be translated into High-Ger- 
man and be printed, and especially 
that a great lot of such pamphlets be 
scattered throughout Berne. Ho says 
that the more he things of the subject. 



the more he is concerned that these 
poor people must be helped to escape 
i^a heavy atorm which la hovarfas 
over their heads and seek a homa 
somewhere else until the wrath has 
subsided. He concludes his letter in 
part aa follows—*'! believe, thareCorak 
the greatest act of love which could be 
done for these people will be to seek 
out some place of abode for them and 
that tbay should completely laava 
Berno. The ])rinre:-?fl of Nassau and 
the count of Newweid are willing to 
receiva aome of them — auch aa ara 
artisans and mechanics: but as these 
peoi)le are mostly farmers and stock- 
raisers, the above offer was of no 
valne. as Hollsnd has enough tar- 
nK>>rs. By the last mail. I h.ave re- 
ported to .\m8ter(lam thru more than 
twenty of these poor people are again 
in prison and the rest were seatterM 

ani chased into the no! i^hhoring 
countries. I will endeavor to talk 
with these poor prisoners myself and 
to comfort them aa much as poealbl^ 
in their Nnndaajp. (Muller 290.) 

Joahn Ludwig RunckoL" 

1711— Further Pluug to Deport Me»» 
nonites— Uollaud the Final 
AaylUk 

In Mflllar (>page 290), may be 

found a list of the prisoners (men- 
tioned in a letter from Alsace), who 
were In the Jail of Berne, July 27. 
1710, consisting of twenty-three 
i)rothren and seven sisters, of the 
Anabaptist or Mennonite faith. They 
are as follows: Peter Osriwr, a ser- 
vant In the Word ot Qod, I le a 
chains. 

From the dominion of Trschaal 
wald: Peter Blaser, Hana Wlslor, 

Hans Schneider. Clauss Baumgartner. 
Ulli Bear. Peter Hertie, Peter I>^uti. 
Ulli Brachbui, Hiuis Grasser, Joaapti 
Probat. Daniel Rotaabolar. Haatf 
Zahn. 

From the dominion Sumiawaid; 
Ulli Trussel, Ulli Schurch. 
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From the dominion Brandlss: Hans 

FlfiokiDger. 

Prom the dominion Signau: Martin 
Slr^mm; Christian Oouman. the 
younger, Hans Holtzor, Leu pers well 
(bailwlck of Schnoitwell) ; district of 
Solothurn. Hans Kuoubuler from the 
dominion of DlesBbaidi, Hans Frn- 
tlser from the dominion of Than. 
Niclauss Haberli of Buohsi. 

The listers Imprisoned are: Verena 
A«8chlimunn. Catrina Bieri, Christina 
Trnsspl, Margret Scher, Margret 
Oberll, Anna Brentzighoffer, Anna I 
BfoserL i 

There is a letter In existence slat- ; 
int^ thit these thirty prisoners were 
also to be sent down the Rhine to 
Holland, In « ship, the same as a 
former party were. The letter Is as 
follows: Cunonhelm in Alsace, July 
26, 1710. "Have received a letter 
from SwttxerlaBd. and anderatand 
from It that twenty-three brethren 
and seven sisters are imprisoned at 
Berne, and that they are willing toj 
take them down the Rhine on « ship. | 
therefore. we» the undersigned dea- 
cons and elden in Alsace beg of 
yonr deacons and elders in the 
Palatinate, namely. Tillman Kolb and 
Hana Jacob Schnebeli. very friendly 
to pay attention and see to it, when 
the ship arrives at Brelsach. But we 
may not know when they will arrive 
Wo are willing, however, to send 
people to Brelsach who will let us 
know as soon as they arrive there. 
We ask of you kindly if it bo ynur 
pleasure that you will write to the 
friends in Holland. We are afraid if 
they have a farther 'passport from the 
king, we can hardly accomplish any- 
thing. 

In haste ' 

MARTIN BGLI. 
HANSS BLUMM, 
CHRISTIAN RUPP." 

A- A. 1269. 
On all sides, it was agreed that 



emigration was necessary. Butwhwe 
should these people be sent to? They 
would he received with open arms tai 
Prussia. The Mennonite committee, 
therefore, requested Beneiict Brt^ch- 
bubl in Manheim on July 18, 1710, to 
use bis efforts to persuade his coun- 
trymen to accept this offer; and that 
they, as oljedieiit suhjects, submit to 
the demand oi the authorities to quit 
the country. Brechhfihl replied on 
Ang:u3t 27th that he communicated 
this sussestion to the brethren In 
Switzerland and that those residing 
in Manheim were too well pleased 
with their condition there to think of 
such a thing. 

.\s the Baptists or Meunonites in- 
Swltserland could not be enthused 
ovrr thf> emigration to Prussia. It 
seem.s. Kunckel on August 30, 1710, 
broached another subject to the Com- 
mittee at Amsterdam. The Baptists 
or Mennonitr.s mi:?ht he colonize;! on 
Bernese territory on the two great 
marshes, which oonid be drained and 
by cultivation, would make exeelleaii 
land for tilling and grazing pur- 
poses. As a recompense for making 
these morasses arM>]e, the Bemeee 
government should grant freedom of 
relic:ion. But much money would be 
needed for this enterprise, which the 
Holland and Hamburg Mennonltes 
wntild fri furnish. Brechbiihl. 

being iuterro,:?ated by the commission 
on this subject, on September 26th. 
held the project of the great morass 
to be absolutely unacceptable. 
Kunckell wanted to consult with an 
engineer on the matter. 

He did 80 and October 4 he secured 
the opinion of engineer Bodurer in 
Amsoldingen that was unfavorable. 
Then this project was dropped. Hie 
engineer, however. Informed Runckel 
that between Romalnmotler and 
Romont, on the boundary of Bur- 
gundy, a great tract of nntllled land 
was In possession of Berne, which 
would be used as a place of abode for 
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the MennoniteB. ]iope4 to be able 
to auboiit a diul anil an aaCtmato of 

thp cost by October 25th. Such well- 
meant but impractioable plans were 
MMu diacarded; and it became 
dearer and clearer that the Nether- 
lands must be tho haven of refuge for 
the a»ias brethren. To thia end 
preparatlQiia in Holland wofo now 
■ade to raealTO tli«n. (Oo. SM.) 

1711— ityaw Swbi Mauitilto Bio- 
ta lito H«lkai. 

Holland now became tho goal. To 

transiKjrt the suffering Mennonite^ 
there, a new collection of money waa 
aeodad. the aamo aa In tho yoarr 
1642, 1C60, 1071 and 1694: and now 
greater sacrifices were demanded. Of 
the 20,000 florins which were collected 
la fho loot namod year for tho bist- 
tlves In the Palatinate, nothing was 
left. For the balance, namely; 1200 
llorina, Brechbuhl, on May S. 1710, 
■owe hia receipt at Manheim. There- 
fore, the Committees at Amsterdam 
on August 12, 1710, distMitched a clr- 
ealar to all Ifannoolte or Baptist 
Congregationa in the Netherlands. 
This appeal was Signed by the Am- 
sterdam brethren Willem von Maurik. 
Harmanna SehUn, Jan Wlllink Janai, 
Ait, Jaoob JViaa, Jacob Vorsterman. 
Prans von Aken and Cornelis Beets. 
A general assembly was held on No- 
wihar 6, 1710, at which detailed re- 
ports were made by the thirty-seven 
brethren present. Tho Committee 
received i)ower of attorney to dispose 
of the money to be received at tiieir 
diacretlon« in important (lucstlons 
the commission should be augmented 
by two delesatea, each of the cities of 
Zaaudam. Haarl^ Leiden and Rot- 
terdam. Then tho various projects 
for the rescue of the Swiss were 
thoroughly discussed, and further In- 
formation requeated of Mr. Runckel. 

Of the Swiss liberated at Nlme- 
wegen, two. Hans Rupp and Peter 
llHtao (TMnaa) had gone tnm there 



to Dovantar, and were now bron^t 

by S. A. Cremer to the assembly. They 
reported to the meeting, In detail, 
everything which they and their 
brethren in Switxerland had to anf- 
fer innocently; a^d that of thorn all 
(as badly as they were treated), only 
onck NiklauB Riigen, had apostatixed 
hia Hennonlte faith. They ralatad 
that their split Into two parties: vlt. — 
that of Hans Rcist and that of Jacob 
Anunon, largely concerned the "Ban"; 
that tiiey oonld not oaloilato ttio 
number of their church members, but 
one faction estimated them at 600, the 
other at more than a thousand. 

Tho report ol Voratanaan oontaina, 
under date of December 2, 17T0. a 
touching letter of consolation by the 
Committee at Amsterdam to the bre- 
thrM and alatera imprlaenad at 
Berne, and as an answer thereto 
dated January 8, 1711, from Peter 
Blaser in the name of hia fifty-two 
fellow prisoners. 

Of the condition of these prisoners, 
Runckel writes from Berne to. the 
Committee at Amaterdain vndar data 
of October 1, 1710, aa foUowa: 

'The day before yesterday, Sep- 
tember 29th. I, at last, found an op- 
portunity to vlalt the priaonara and to 
console them In their aorrow aa mndi 
as lay In my power, and to encourage 
them to submit to God's will and obey 
the authoritiea in ealmnesa of Spirit. 
In this, two local citizens. Messrs. 
Knoll and Wagner, have given me 
much assistance. (Miiiler 293.) In the 
so^lled 'Island' priaon. I loond 

eleven men and six woiiion, bnt with- 
out chains or fetters. Among the Qrsi 
named, three sick. The men are 
idlOt tho women apln hemp and flax to 
while away the time. In tho upper 
hospital are sixteen men and fourteen 
women, among whom are also aome 
sick and weak. Tho man aro all 
penned up together In one room, but 
without any fetters or chains. These 
muat earn their bread by oatdlng or 
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comb^np; wool or by other trade with 
which they are familiar. The women, 
toob are In a separate oompartmeiit, 
bat sot alone; and by reason thereof 
not confined as strictly as the men. 
They must in conjunction with other 
wofDen who are ImprlBoned tor other 
causes, pass their time by spinning 
wool. As much as 1 could observe, 
they are permitted to read the Bible 
and some other hooks, and, as I am 
Infonned, there is no lack of food and 
drlak, though of course, everything, 
as well as the sleeping places, are 
very poor. 

Among all these p'lsoners. there 
are very few who have any means, 
and even if they once had anything, it 
Is to he ftared that the costs of the 
prison and o'her things connected 
therewith, have already consumed 
that Those who associate with these 
poor people tfeelire, too, tliat there 
are (generally speaking) not as many 
wealthy among them as among those 
sent away a year a?o. I spent more 
thaa three hours with them, and con- 
versed with them. I heard from them 
that they are willing to leave their 
fhtherland and go away, but that they 
are not able to foflget It at once, and 
to take leave forever. Besides it is 
very yiuch to be feau'ed that they will 
raise difflcultles when thejr learn that 
His Royal Majesty of Prussia wants 
to settle them In a county bereft of 
its inhabitans, caused by a terrible 
pestlleaee. When I hinted this, they 
protested most enorgotically a5;aln8t 
such a proposition, and earnestly re- 
quested to be spared from it They 
would rather he sent to some other 
place, which scruples. I and the 
above-named affectionate God-fearing 
Citizens endeavored to remove to the 
host of onr ability: and will nse 
«rei7 endeavpr In the future to re- 
movp, A list of the prisoners Incar- 
cerated on September 29, 1710, con- 
tains the following names: 



In the upper hospital, men: Peter 
Hertig, Hans Oasser, Peter Lttthei, 
Ulrl6h Trflssel. Daniel Rothenbdhlor, 
Peter Qerber, Hans Zahn. Hima 
Schdnauer. Hans Frutlger, Helnrioh 
Schilt, Uli Brechbahl. Daniel Ne«- 
komet, Hans Wlssler, ailehael Kis- 
ser. Hans KreybQhl, Bauman the 
Younger. (Do. 294.) 

The women are: Gertrud RQgseg- 
ger, Barbara Bflngsegger. Margrlt 

n^rber. Elsl Brast? (Qraf?), Barbara - 
Stelner, Luzia Wymann, Barbara 
Rohrer, Margret SchUrch, Biisabeth 
Aebersold, Qertrud Pirll, Yrenl 
Aeschllmann. Stini Trdasel. Anna 
Salzmann. Anna Moaer. 

On the "Island," men: Hans 8chenl< 
der, nil Bear, Joseph Brohtt, Clans ^ 

Baumgatmer. Christian Qaflmann, 

Christian Gadmann the Younger, 
Martin Strahm, Pete; . BJa^er, Bene- 
dlet Lshmann, iflrlch Schllnfli, aad 
Hans Fltl^lger. 

Women: Anna Brenzlkoffcr. Anna 
Habegger, Vrenl Rubin, E. Helmann, 
Anna Bear, and Margret Oberll. (AA) 

1711 — Joyous Swiss Mennonlte Exe- 
dns Into Holland — Continued. 

Runckel took upon himself the fur- 
ther task of ascertaining the number 

of Mennonltes set at liberty out of the 
Jails, and their residences, in Qjrder 
to induce them to emigrate. Of 
course, this was no easy undertaking, 
since they all kept themselves In hid- 
ing as much as possible. The only 
sources from which anything could 
be learned, were the prisoners at 
Berne. B»it these, too. showed them- 
selves distrustful. He (Runckel) 
secured the servloes of Messrs. Knoll 
(or Kuoff) and Wagnor to mediate: 
but they, too, failed to induce the 
prisonerti to make any disclosures. 
So Mr. Rundcel had to try the thing 
personally, bplns? accompanied by 
the aforesaid two men. He con- 
vinced them of his inteutious. and 
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upon his promise to obserre their 

urgent request for secrecy, he re- 
ceived on November 17, 1710, the de- 
sired information that there were at 
preset In the Bernese lands about 
29F; mrn ani women, not inciudin'^ 
the husbands and wives and children 
who must Btlll be counted with the 
Reformed. This is reported under 
elate of November 19. to tlie Commit- 
tee i)t Amsterdam. By the aid of cou- 
fldeDtial messengers he procured, as 
nearly as possible, the lists of all 
partiripants. ' 

Itiinckel learned ami Ciiunnnuioated 
to the Committee, under date of De- 
c'Pin!H r 3. 1711 ( A. A. No. 1290) that 
th<' !Jiir;( ss \Vil!:i iins^ of Berne, for- 
merly a bitter enemy of the Meano- 
nttos. was now engaged In an, effort 
to pffnct tlioir si >edy departure. He 
directed (Doecuiber 10th) a memor- 
ial to the Bernese authorities. Based 
on the proposal of the King of 
Prussia and the Nethorland Menno- 
nites, he now submitted, in the name 
of the latter the following request: 
(1) The Swiss are to have the privi- 
lege of makins; a choice hptsveen the 
two offers. (2) A general amnesty is 
to be published so that all Menno- 
niten. who have heretofore secreted 
thcmsflves, may without danger to 
themselves, appear openly and sell | 
their possessions. (3) tliat they be 
permitted to name some one who; 
Bhall have the right to dispose of 
their possessions for their benefit, 
even aftdr their departure. (4) That 
those who are still imprisoned be' 
liberated at once. (5) That the Re- ; 
formed who are wedded to Menno-j 
nitesr be permitted to emigrate with ; 
their spmises and also to take their 
children with them, and (6) That 
they may be exempt from ttie fee 
exacted until now, at a tax on mnl- 
gration, when they leave the coun- 
try. 

Of this propoaltloii, Mr. Rundial 
informed the Chancellor of the Statea 



Omeral, Mr. Fogel, whereupon the 
States General by resolution of I>©- 
cember 30. 1710, empowered Mr. 
Runcltel to urge alto In their name, 
the granting Of the demands of the 
Mennonites. 

The matter was considered. But 
Runckel writes on December 17th, 
with indignation, the exhortations 
were met with many fTnes and penal- 
ties, so that the Bernese government 
seems to act as if they wanted to- re- 
tard the departure of the Mr-n i ri t > ; 
because of the?e reqnesta. In t^ie 
meantime, the desire to emi^raie 
%Tfw Stronger. To Prussia, they did 
not want to po, ns they fefrel the 
pestilence and had an aversion 
against the system of serfdom still 
In vogue there. 

On January 7, ITH, the de!e::?ates 
met at Amsterdam. They deUberated 
about the places where the Swiss 
might be taken; irassed resolutions to 
the effect to brin:^ further pressure 
upon the Bernese government in 
favor of the wishes already submit- 
ted to it: and remitted to Mr. 
Runckel, in addition to the 300 
Heichstdalern, which he had at his 
disposal for the brethren, 1000 
florins more. At last, information \va^ 
»^iven out that the amount of the 
collection now bad reached a total of 
60,000 Horins. as per detailed state- 
ment fin Huizin?a. page 99). 

What tran^^pired in the meantime 
in Switzerland on the subject, Mr. W. 
J. Willink in Amsterdam, wrote on 
March r. 1711. to Mr. H. Toren In 
Hotterdum. as follows: 
''After much vexation, at last thirty- 
six of our brethren in the Calth In 
Tlerne have already been set free 
from the prison under bail, and we 
hope to hear before long that the 
fifteen still in prison will be IHier-' 
ated too. Further, that the procla- 
mation of amnesty will soon be pro- 
mulgated. In such manner that all 
will ree^e permission to aell their 
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euiaieti U> the end of June and to 
lesTft the country with the proceeds 

thereof, torcether with the concession 
that, whatever they, themselves can- 
not accomplish in that time, they can 
have attended to by their authorised 
a.^ents, to which end. it is hoped, 
there will be granted them a term of 
one year. We now deem ft necessary 
to consult with the committees out- 
side of our city, and to And ways and 
means to transport aud settle down 
these poor dQwn-trodden people. For 
a ;<1 ice of settlement, the King of 
Prussia is raakin?? very generous pro- 
posals, such as we cannot offer. He 
places all his various provinces at 
the disposal of the oppressed, they to 
choose whichever they want. He 
agrees to furnish them there at once 
with comfortable houses, cattle and 
supplies, hired help, utensils and im- 
plements, and whatever else may be 
necessary for thdr calling, without 
great expense, so that they may be 
Installed in their new places without 
delay. He even agrees to grant them 
great privileges in preference to the 
natives. Hut he wants also the rich 
as well as the poor." (Muller 2*JG). 

The King had a suspicion that the 
Hollanders wanted to keep the rich 
with them and to saddle the poor 
upon Prussia. Mr. Runckel endeav- 
ored to set the King's too great ex- 
pectations about the wealth of the 
Swiss Mennonites arii^ht, by mention- 
ing the fact that according to bis in- 
vestigation they mostly helonged to 
the lower order. 

1711— Holland Doing EveiytbiBg Pos- 
sible for Ike XeuoBltM. 

There is a long list of documents 
in the Archives gt Amsterdam show- 
ing what trouble and expense Holland 
expended to help our ancestors to 
flee from the wrath of Berne. Am- 
bassador Runckel led off in the task. 

In Runekel'ft letter of Jan. 8. 1711. 
he ipeaks of the repeated return of 



the Baptists or Mennonites who had 
been deported the previous year. This 

made their condition worse. Among 
those returning was Samuel Rebar, 
75 years old. He was imprisoned tor 
llfei, or so condemned. Also Hans 

Burkl. 

Throui;h Hollands continued inter- 
cession however an amnesty projla- 
mstion was made Feb. 11» 1711, by 
Berne. 

It set forth that, as all past effarts 
to rid the land of the I3aptists had 
failed, and the sect increased— and 
as they will not take the oath of 
allegiance — nor bear arms — and as 
they did not take advantage of the 
right to depart because as they say 
no fixed plare has been iirovidel f >r 
them to go to. where they could en- 
joy what they call "liberty of cou- 
aclence," that, Ae government of 
Berne has finally mad*^ arrinjcments 
with the government of Prussia by 
Jts consul Bundeli. and with the Gov- 
ernment of Holland, by their Secre- 
tary, M. Runckel. tn take over these 
persons. They are therefore allowed 
now to go to Holland or Prussia If 
they do not return: except they must 
not po into Nenenbiir.? or Valeudls. 
Hut those already condemned are not 
at liberty to thus depart Those in 
prison will be at liberty to go too if 
they furnish bail. They are allowed 
to the end uf Juue, 1711, to go, but 
not after — and no fee for departure 
will be exacteil. The journey is to 
be at their own expense. Wives, chil- 
dren uud husbands of these Menno- 
nites or Baptists, who belong to the 
Refoi-med Church may go too if they 
desire. But all will lose their citizen- 
ship. Whatever la not reported to the 
Baptist or Mennonlte Chamber In 
time will be confiscated. In the mean- 
time all Mennonite meetings are pro- 
hibited under penalty. All who leave 
will be severely punished if th^ re- 
turn. Randm reported thai Iqr Feb. 
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14th at least 18 Mennonites secured 
rolaaae from prison by giving ball, 
and departed out of the Canton Berne 
midtr this amnMij. Tbagr wait to 
Holland. Tblrty oUien ww^ promlaed 
freedom. 

March 18, at Amsterdam, the condi- 
tions of this wmaMU won dlteuMed 

in a meeting held under government 
authority. Runckel was siven a vote 
ot thanks for his good work; and he 
was given gsneiml charge by Holland 
of the departure, etc. 

At the meeting Or. Herman Schijn 
read tiie draft of a letter, he favored 
sending out It was approved end 
ordered translated Into German, and 
to be sent to Ruuckol to be distributed 
throaghont Switserland. This letter 
urged Mennonites everywhere to take 
advantage of the permission to de- 
part, and end their misery. They 
were to eome to Hollsnd. 

The King of Prussia, too, soon 
after, F>eb. 1711, granted special priv- 
ileges to these people and welcomed 
them. Agents of the King, Steven 
Creamer and Alia Dirks, invited them 
to come: but the meeting decided it 
best to wait until the Swiss arrtved— 
and then let them select whether they 
would take Holland or Germany to 
live in. 

Runckel complains In his letters 
that It Is very hard to find amons 
thes^> Swiss men who can be of much 
help to him in arranging lor their 
advantage, and their departure. Dan. 
Relohen he says seems to be the only 
man who can help much. He com- 
plains that there is a good deal of 
distrust among the Mennonites. He 
says arrangements are made that lists 
of those who will take advantage and 
depart, and the names shall be sent 
In at once or by Feb. 20, 1711. An- 
nouncement is to be made in all pul- 
pits. Berne promulgatea a mandate 
April 17, 1711, that everything is to 
be done to assist these people to de- 
part There was a mandate of April 



29. 1711. that all people of Berne in 
whom the Mennonites have confi- 
dence, whether Reformed or other- 
wise, who will assist the departure 
shall receive instructions and the 
thanks of the government (MAUer 
296-7.) 

1711— £xodns Into HoUaad (Con- 
tinned). 

Now that the movement into Hol- 
land was to become a fact, a list was 
to be made of the property and 
possessions of these Mennonites. But 
toward the beginning of Summer la 
1711, these people had not yet made 
a statement to the authorities: end 
the Berne government now be?:an to 
feel that they would be accused of 
embessling tiie estates of the op- 
pressed. 

The authorities, therefore, decided 
that heavy penalties must be inflicted, 
and did so, by mandate of the 11th of 
May. requiring the statements. On 
the second of June tiie ffffwidatft wnn 
repeated. 

June 22, 1711, there was a mandate 
issued by Berne that the wives, hus- 
bands and children of Mennonites or 
Baptists, who belonged to the Re- 
formed Church and who are going to 
Holland with the Mennonites, should 
lose their Swiss citizenship. And 
uiose wno are not members of the 
Baptist or Menaonlte fiimllles. should 
pay. in addition, ten per cent of the 
"departure money." Mandate of 
June 24. 

Ten thousand llorlne of the moneys 

collected by the Dutch for the Swiss 
were now put at the disposal of their 

needs. 

July 16, a meeting was held by the 
government at Amsterdam and flie 
Dutch Mennonites, as the Swiss were 
soon expected to arrive there, nt 
which meeting full report was mn4e 
ot everything thtt had transpired dnr-> 
Ing the last few weeks. Ifr. Rnnokal 



Digitized by Google 



SWJ88 MBNHWWr DBPARTUIUB FOR HOIXAND. 



m 



reported thai with the consent of the 
committee he had persuaded Mr. G. 
Ritter finm Borne, who managed the 
expedition of 1710, to take charge of 
the transportation of this expedition. 
Of 1711 that his first duty as arranged. | 
was to i>ravido five vessels for con- [ 
vejrance of about tive hundred per- 
sons (the number estimated who 
would migrate) that tlie vessels were 
built in Berno — that the cost of them 
with all necessary furnishings 
amounted to one thousand six hun- 
dred and fifty-six reif^sthalers (or 
dollars of the realm). 

Upon the advice of Runcliel. the 
committee secured the Intercession of 
the States Gteneral — that is the gov- 
ernins offlcers of Holland — whereby 
the migrants are to be accorded at 
Tasal, Treves, Cologne. Hesse-Oassel 
and Prussia, unhindered passage on 
the Rhine and exemption from toll 
or duty. They also had instructions 
Issued to Runekel to continue his stay 
at Berne. Runekel reported that the 
crews of the ships demanded higher 
wages than they did in 1710; and 
that the cost of the crews and the 
board and expenses would reach 
about three thousand two hundred 
and fifteen relchsthalers. 

It was reported that there would 
be hardly five hundred members, be- 
cause the faction of the Mennonltesi 
led by Hans Relst decided that they| 
would not go, because Switzerland ' 
was their home and no one had a ' 
right to drive them out But the fac* 
tlon led hy Jacob Animon (that Is 
the Amlsh Mennnnites) were likely 
all to go. Runekel reasoned with the 
Relst Mennonltes a great deal but 
they had not yet made up their minds. 
(MOIler 299). Runekel further re- 
ported that he felt quite Indignant at 
this resolve, as he had done every- 
thing he could for these people. He 
was disgusted further because, he 
said old I^Ians BurkI, disregarding all 
dancer* had come back to the conn- 



ti-y. after having promised not to do 
so, and had brought a company of 
brethren hack with him and they 
were all again thrown In Jail and a 
dark future in sight for everybody. 

The Mennonlte committee in Hoi- 
land extended their thanks to the 
Swiss Ambassador at the Hague (.M. 
c>t. Sapliorim) and also to the King 
of Prussia for the Interest they took 
In these oppressed SwIs.k Brethren. 
The King was so interested that he 
visited the Holland authorities and 
leading Mennonltes at Amsterdam on 
the 16th of .Tune, 1711. to learn more 
fully what he could do ror them. 

1711— MennoniteK Depart for Uol- 

hind. 

The departure of the emigrants 
was fixed to take place on the ISth of 
July. Runekel had given informa- 
tion that according to the latest esti- 
mates, the number who would go was 
S07, together with flfty-two. who had 
been imprisoned. But it was not 
known whether any members of their 
family would accompany them or not 
It was recommended tliat. it be eam> 
estly insisted on departln?:, that 
they must obligate themselves as 
the Berne government wishes, never 
again to return to their country, it 
was arranged that they should not 
disembark until they reached Am- 
sterdam. The necessary Instmctlons 
wore to be handed by Abraham 
Fortgens, the pastor or teacher of the 
Mennonlte congregation at Emmerich 
to Mr. Ritter, who had charge of 
these Christians. The place they 
were to settle when they landed was 
to be referred 'to a meeting to beheld 
a few days prior to their expected 
arrival In Amsterdam. By that time 
minute Information about colonizing 
in Prussia was expected to be avail- 
able. The committee had sent, early 
In July, three Swiss Mennonlte ex- 
perts, Benedict Brackbiihl, Hans 
Ramaeler and Uly Bauer to ^o dlf- 
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ferent places from which bo many 
reporte ftnd good pnwpeets bad been 

held forth, to Investigate and seethe 
condition with their own eyes, and 
make report It was also reported 
at the meeting by the delegate from 
Freisland, the northern province of 
Hollaud on the North Sea, that Mr. 
G. von Aylva, a notary or Court 
O nicer at Bakkovetti (a town In Hol- 
land twenty miles southwest of the 
town of Qroniugen in the swamp 
ooontry. abont fifteen miles fromtbe 
north coast of Holland), was willing 
to place part of his lands, on which 
peat or soft coal could be dug for 
two bundred years, at tbe disposal of 
these Swiss Mennonite members and 
to all others of them who should 
come, for the sum of two thousand 
florins. Otbm reported In favor of 
colonizing in the GronitiG:en country, 
tbe north eastern province of Hol- 
Ia]id» cm tbe North Sea. The inves- 
ttgaUon of tbese proposed sites pro- 
gressed some time hut the final de- 
cision was not to be rendered until 
tbe Swiss did actually arrive. (Mm- 
ler 299.) 

1711 — Ezeima lale BoOaai (Oeatlii. 
oei). 

We now irlance ai;ain at the events 
transpiring in Switzerland. Berne 
agreed, though unwillingly, upon 
pressure being brongbt ngalnst ber 
by Prussia and Holland, to grant 
amnesty to the persecuted Anabap- 
tists or Mennonites; but did so only 
upon payment of twen^<4ve relob- 
thalera, expense money for every one 
released from prison. Berne also in- 
sbted ttmt tbese payments sbould 
not be taken out of the charity funds 
colleeted in Holland. (Miiller ?.00^ j 
The ships of which we spoke before,! 
were ready to sail, but now It ap- 
peared tbat tbe emigrants delayed i 
miking preparations for the journey,- 
though they had given in their names 
and tbe names of fbeir children and 



wives to be placed on tbe list thai 
were being made out under Runi^ra 

orders, after great difflculty. They 
bad no confidence in the promise ot 
the government; they felt suspicious 
about wbether their teachers and 
leaders would be Included In the am- 
nesty — atKiut whether their diildren 
could be taken along or wbe^er tbe 
government would keep them ba«sk 
and train them up In the State re- 
ligion. The Hans Reist people, since 
they eplit from tbe Amlsb people 
were quite stubborn about going. A 
?;reat deal of trouble arose about 
separating the goods and property of 
families, between tbe members wbo 
would go and those who would stay. 
A great deal of time was necessary 
to make the sales and transfers of 
property. Tbe notice was really too 
short. And the fact that such an 
emigration could be accomplished at 
all is evidence of the sacrifices that 
the people were ready to make for 
their religion and how hard the intol- 
erance which t^ey suffered, bore upon 
tbem. We may add tbat, wttbout tbe 
sreat ingenuity and services of 
Runckel, the exodus to Holland in 
1711 could not have been possible. 
Nor must we fcnrget the great aervlees 
which George Rltter and Daniel 
Richon rendered Runckel in this 
matter. Richen was in banishment 
In Neuenberg at tbe time, and only 
on the 23rd of May, 1711, by the earn- 
est efforta of Runckel, was he given 
I>ermis8ion to return to Switzerland, 
on tbe first of July. 

Runckel received from the Ana- 
baptist or Mennonite Chamber all 
the mon^s of tbe emigrants wbo 
were to go to Holland and transmit- 
ted the same by a draft to the Men- 
nonite Committee in Holland. The 
sum be remitted was twenty-elgbt 
thousand five hundred florins, which 
on the 17th of August was receipted 
for by Jacob Vorsterman and John 
Honnore at Amsterdam, to be repaid 
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by them lator to the proper owners 
oo presentation of obligation which 
t]i«te owners beld and which had 
been issued to them as an evidence 
of what sums they were entitled to. 
The suui paid to each owner was the 
same that lie had been required to 
pay in, upon enterin:; the ship, so 
that it would be impossible for him 
to turn back with his money. These 
receipted obllgatloiu are atUl on llto 
in their oricinal complete&eae In Vhe 
Archives of Amsterdam. 

In addition to this, the sumo of 
money which the Swiss themselves 
carried with them "iti drafts and in 
cash, according to Runciiel. amounted 
to stx or seven thousand relchthalers. 

Zehnder estimates the amount of 
capital taken out of Switzerland up 
to this time by departing Mennonites 
wa« about six hundred thousand 
I)oun(ls. The whole sum which 
Runcltel received for the aid of the 
Swiss and for which he rendered an 
aeeonnt on March 29. I71S, In Am- 
sterdam araoiintod to fhlrty-eight 
thonaand one hundred and thirty- 
three (38,133) florins or fifteen thou- 
eand two hundred and thlrtjothree 
(l.'i,233) relchthalers. 

By the beginning of June, the dlf- 
flealtles and hindrances had become 
ao great that it seemed to Runckel. 
B« well as to the Committee, that the 
enterprise would be impossible. Tn 
liie seoond week of July, the live 
ships (four of which had been con- 
structed at Fiorno) were all ready. 
As the five hundred emigrants could 
not be gathered together, other paa- 
een^rorj^ worn .iccppted (Do. 301). 

Anally embarliation took place 
July 13th in Neunberg. aa well as In 
Benie. 

The ships Joined one another at 
Waagen. Here one of the former 
pilwmers, Henrteh Sehflt. of Scfaang- 
nsrn, absented himself, contrary to 
his vow. On the 14th the journey was 
continued to Lafenburg: and on the 



IGth, all arrived safely at Basel. 
Runckel had reached this place a day 
before by a land route. The open 
vessels urere here famUied with 
awnings and the necessary supplies 
were put on board — additional pas- 
sengers were taken on board here. 
Shortly before the departure from 
Basel, on the 17th of July, two Men- 
nonites, Hans Burki (or Burkholder) 
and Samuel Reber, were rtieased 
from imprisonmpnt and brought by 
the government of Berne to Basel 
and put upon the ships. These men 
had been oondemaed to severe pun- 
ishment because they sneaked or 
stole back into Swltxerland. Through 
the efforts of Rnnekel tiiey wer« al- 
lowed to board the ships at the last 
moment. 

1711— Exodas Into Holland (Con- 

tlnued). 

The Baptist or Mennonite teacher, 
Daniel Grimm, had been arrested at 
Langnan with Hana Bnrki (or Bnrk- 
holder), and was to have been trans- 
ported to America the previous year. 
But. upon his liberation in Holland, 
he became one of the three trustees or 
men of confidencp of the Monnonites 
in the Netherlands, though he had, as 
we have Just stated, violated his 
pledge and returned to Switzerland. 
Burkholder's action caused great dif- 
ficulties; and the more so because 
all of hto children, in company with 
Ull Gerber, his hired man. as well as 
the ten sons of three other Menno- 
nites, Peter and Daniel Grimm and 
Christian Neuenschwender, armed 
themselves with pitch forks, sticks 
and clubs and made a stubborn re- 
sistance to either being thrown out of 
Switzerland or being arrested. (R. 
M. July 9. 1711.) Upon this opposi- 
tion to the authorities, proceedings 
to punish them were instituted. Bnrki 
and Orlmm particularly atigered the 
government of Switzerland because 
they endeavored to dissuade the 
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Mennonltes In the mother country 
from going to Holland. (R. M. Jun« 
10, 1711.) 

At BaMl tt WM plain that the 

travelers could be transported In 
four Bhips. Therefore, the fifth ves- 
sel was left behind here to be usei. 
perhaps, later for similar parpoies. 
After It had Iain there for a rear, the 
people of Basel had It dismembered 
and removed, though it was the prop- 
erty of the friends of the Mennonites 
and was worth at least one hundred 
florins. 

The command over the flotilla was 
confided to George Rltter and his two 
snperlntendents, Gruner and Haller. 

He was also to be advised In import- 
ant matters by two prominent Men- 
nonlte Brethren, Daniel Rlchen and 
Christian Gauman, the elder, who had 

been appointed for this purpose. Be- 
sides this there were on the ships a 
few brethren entrusted with the sn- 

pervision and care of the emigrants — 
Hi'iis Burkl, Jacob Rlchen, Ithnanuel 
Lartficher, Michael Lusser, Hans 
Meier and Peter Zehnder. (Mfiller 
302.) ?':ich vpssel had its experienced 
helmsman or pilot, and the necess:iry 
crew from the brethren, of whom 
twenty reported as experienced oars- 
men. Experlr>ncpd pilots were taken 
alon? from one place to another ac- 
cording as they were familiar with 
the river at different points. 

Tho ombark:itlon took place In {»ood 
order. Runckel tells us In a letter, 
however, of July 18. 1711, which h« 
wrote from Ba el to the Committee, of 
the trouble he hart with Hans Burkl 
and Samuel Reber, who said they 
positively weuld not go along to Hol- 
iMkd. He said they had the rudeness, 
in company with a number of others 
whom he names, all of whom had 
been Imprisoned and whom he hai 
gotten out* of prison with great dif- 
ficulty — that they had the rudeness t:^ 
inquire of him in a public place in the | 



presence of Mr. Rltter and other 
prominent men. whether he(Runckel) 
intended to take them away as pris- 
oners or free men. He answered ^em 
that they were certainly to go as tree 
men but the order was, thev m- at gr> 
on to Holland, where full liberty 
wontd he granted them. Borttot^er 
reported thst the Bnrge«s of Berne, 
when he delivered him up tn thf^shlp 
mere'y told him that he must keep 
away from the Be'ne territory In the 
future and did not say that he mnst 
70 to Holland. He now Insisted that 
here at Ba?el, he was outside of 
Berne territory and was at liberty to 
go wherever he pleaded; and further 
that he did not Intend to go Into the 
ship a^nln: but savs Kunckel, Burk> 
ho'der finally submitted, utter being 
informed that he (Runckel) would 
get the a*d of the Basel governroeat 
to order hhn locked In irons and to 
be taken to Ho'land In that manner, 
if he would not go willingly, accord- 
ing to his vow and pledge. Runckel 
says further, that he lectured Bork- 
hnlder very severely for his onpnal- 
tion to all that was bein^ done for 
his and others' best interest. Py 
energetic action. Rvnekel says he 
nipped ereat difflcu'tles In the bud 
which later could not have been pre 
vented or overcome. Some of th€ 
emigrants subsequently m-'de theh 
escape from thp ships In order to ?f 
back to Switzerland and were a^ialD 
arrested and locked ttp. And after 
having now broken their promtse sev- 
eral times nothing could liberate 
them. 

Runckel Inspected every ship and 

made a careful and correct Uet of 
those who un:]ertook the Journev; 
issued the necessary orders; en- 
trusted the care of the who*e expedi^i- 

tlon to Mr. Rltter; and af'er the de- 
parture of the ships, retuyned tu 
Schaifhausen. (Mailer 303.) 
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1711-Esodu Into UollwiA (CoaUa- 

ned). 

The following Items ol expense, 
taken from Runekel'* accoont which 

he rendered on November 30, 1711, 
from Schaffbausen to the Committee 
at Amsterdam, throws considerable 
light on the expedition: 
1710 

Oct. 6 — To Maid Jftinoi-. prison- 
keeper at Berne, for necessaries and 
habiliments for the Baptists who had 
been Imprisoned on the Island, on 
account; twenty ducats or 25 
Reichsthaler. Oct. 6 — To Mister 
Bembard Wagner for the same pnr- 
for the prisoners contained in 
the upper hospital, thirty-five ducats 
or 26 Reichsthaler and 18 batzen or 
cents, of which he had used only 
twenty-six. Oct 20 — Journey to Am- 
BOldiugen to Mister Boduer. to con- 
sult with him in reference to placing 
the poor Baptists on the bogs of Aau- 
burg. Yoerdnn ami Orbe, spent In 
three days witli an hired man and 
two horses, 7 Reichsthaler and 25 
batsen (cents). FMi. 4, 1711— To the 
poor Baptists on the Island for thoir 
necessities, 10 Reichsthaler. Do. — 
GKive separately to Samuel Reber 
who had recently been re-arrested 8 

Relrhstbaler. 

Do. — To the so-called "Schnecke- 
OMittser^ (snail mother) who had at- 
tended to the wants of these Baptists, 
and who had usually opened the pri- 
son doors to us. as a lip, two dol- 
lars. Do.— To the poor Baptists la 
the upper hospital for their necessi- 
ties. 62 dollars. Do. — To the so-called 
"dpinamutter" (spinning mother) 
pho had attended to the wants of 
the-sp naptista and who had usually 
opened the prison doors to us. as a 
tip, 2 dollars. Feb. 5— To the mes- 
senger of the Chanceiy who had de- 
livered to me the decision for the 
Hberatlon of the above mentioned 
Baptists, tip. 16 batsen or cents. 



March 5— Paid to the Baptist Cham- 
ber at Berne for prison expenses one 
hundred Reldisthaler. Of these were 
refunled by: 

Niklaua Haberli 16 Reichsthaler 
Elsbeth Aebersold 15 
Barbara Rohrer 15 ** 
Katharine Ball! 16 

61 

Leaving a balance on account of 
thirty-nlne Reldidollars. 

March 11th. paid further to the Bap- 
tist Chamber for prison expenses for 
iieinrich Schilt of Schangnau, 25 dol- 
lars: Haas Kuenbuhler of Dlessbach. 
25 dollars. March 12 — To Mrs. 
LauRhaus. attendant at the Baptist 
Chamber, for various services on ac- 
count of the imprisoned Baptlits; 
particularly at the time of their re- 
le:iso. by request of the Baptists, 1 
Louisdor, 3 dollars and 24 cents. 
(MQller S04)^March SO. To Peter 
Blascr of Lauperswyl, who was sent 
into the judicial districts of Trach- 
selwald and Sumiswald. in order to 
Induce the Baptists residing there to 
emigrate, as trave'.lin; expenses, 1 
dollar and 15 cents.— May 13, To 
Peter Shenk of Trub, a member of 
the Reformed Church but who was 
kindly disimscd towards the Baptists, 
and who distributed the printed cir- 
culars In the Bimmeathal, a gratuity 
for his trouble, 1 dollar. — ^May 18. Mr. 
Bernhard Wagner, who was sent into 
the Emmenthal to persuade the Bap- 
tists residing there for Heaven'a sake 
to get themselves in readiness for 
departure and for this purpose to 
have their names written down, since 
he refused absolutely to charge any- 
thing for his trouble and expense, a 
gratuity of four Lx)uisdor paid him, 
15 dollars and 6 cents. — June 15, To 
Samuel Reber, preparation for the 
Journey, 25 dollars. — June 13. To the 
four provosts, who had brought Sam- 
uel Reber and Hans BurkI from the 
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Jail to Ihe ship, 2 Reichdollars — July 
14, On the ^nrney to Basd, nlghtB 
lodging In Wangen for Mr. Bernhard 
Wagner's poetilllon and horse, 1 dol- 
lar and 16 cents. — July 16, To prluleri 
Tbiiriietsoii In Basel, for tbe inrliitliig 
of seven hundred copios of that cir- 1 
cular, 9 good florins, 4 dollars and 12 
cents.— July 19, Paid in Basel for 
board and lodging tor Mr. Wagner's 
postillion and horse for 3 days, 8 
dollars and 16 cents. — For his return 
home, 12 dollftn «iid 16 eents. 

1711— Szoim W» HmiMid (Cob. 
tfnti). 

Various writers have described 

how the exiled protestants of Salz- 
burg, bearing their scant effects, 
journeyed over the mountains of their 
country, and with tearful ^es, cast 
a last glance upon the valleys of their 
native land, it has been related too, 
how the coltimns of Pren(^ emigrants 
wandered toward the boundary line 
of their fatherland, singing psalms. 
Of our exiles from the Emmenthal 
and from the highlands of Switser- 
land, no countrymen of theirs has 
made mention in sympathy and sor- ' 
row, none have described the feeliu^s 
of these poplo when they set their 
eyes for the last time on the spires 
of the cathedral of Basel, and the 
wooded crests of the Jura and saw 
the&r native country recede from 
view. On the hoxos and bundles piled 
up on the deck of the ship, old men, 
the weak and infirm are seated, in 
other parts of the ships, the young 
and Bfrong are Standing together and 
looking with wondrous eyes ou the 
shores, as the ships glide along. 
Sometimes hopeful, sometimes full of 
anxiety, tliey glance to the North, and 
then again and again to the South to 
tiielr homie country, which they were 
comi>elIeci to give up, the country, 
which had driven them so cruelly in- 
to exile — but whose verdant hills and 1 
silver-crested mountains, th^ never- 1 



iheless could not forget. And (their 
hearts, heavy with sorrow) they In- 
tonated a hymn which gave them no* 

lace: 

'*0 IXMrd, we Thee implore. 

Guile well our hearts and minds 
According to Thy Holy Word, 
Through Thy great mercy Und." 

Kindle in our hearts 

A fervent love to Thee. 
Watch o'er us and defend us; 

Or sundered we shall be. 

Who loves his Ufe shall lose It; 
But who for Him leaves wlte and 

child. 

And home and friends and countiy. 
Gains Christ and Heaven mild! 

The winds are blowing tempests; 

The flowing streams swell hil^: 
Yet these we freely brave. 

And to God, our Savior cry. 

Whoe'er avows the truth; 

.\nd keeps his soul from sin; 
Though haunted down and seized. 
Has joy and peace within. 

The L»ord two groups will form. 
On the stern Judgment day. 

Gome blessed of my Fnther, 
To the righteous he will say. 

Te suflFered taunts and outrage; 

Left home and Fatherland of Old, 

He gains who struggles wage, 
A hundred thousand fold. 

So man can speak it out. 

No bond can it portray. 
What God will give his own. 

On the great Judgment Day." 

Hans Burki took the first opportun- 
ity to leave the ship at Brelsach, tak> 
ing with him twelve companions; and 
when Mennhelm hove into view, the 
haven of refuge of so many friends 
and aoqualntanoss. Samuel Rsber, 
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and thirty others too, decamped. 
Mayence, Coblenz, Cologne, Diissel- 
dorf and WewMl were poied. At 
Emmerich, Abram Fortgens brought 
all greetings of welcome, and in 
formed them on behalf of the Com- 
mittee that, Amsterdam was to be the 
end of the Journey. N'ow the boun- 
dary line of Holland had been reach- 
ed. Utrecht waa paaBed, and at Nill- 
den, the ships were docked. From 
Utrecht on, two envoys from Amster- 
dam accompanied the transports. In 
Amsterdam Jan Frederlksen on Au- 
gust 2nd, gave notice of the «rrlval 
at Utrecht. In Nulcleu they were bid 
a cordial welcome by a number of | 
gentlemen of AmstMrdam. 

On the same day, (the third of Au- 
gust. 1711) Mr. Honnore gave a glow- 
ing report of the arrival of the Swiss 
at Nulden, to hia friend Bennlngs at 
Rotterdam, saying they would be In 
Amsterdam by evening, and adding 
the information that, their number 
was three hundred and forty, among 
whom were one hundred and fifty 
children, eighty to ninety men and 
ninety to <me hundred womMi. 

I7U— Bz«dM lata M«lkiii (Cm. 
tlBiet). 

The Swiss, who actually did arrive 

on the evening of the third of August 
at Amsterdam, were given quarters 
for the night In the large rooms of 
the warehouses on the "Zaudlock," 
which was part of the malting plant, 
and which tiad been placed ait their 
disposal by one of the gentlemen. 
This building had been transformed 
within the lost few days Into huge 
barracks and had been supplied with 
the necessary bedding, blankets, uten- 
sils, vIrtiKils .inrl beverages. Every- 
thing that was needed was brought in 
large quantities, and the sick and in- 
firm veoelved special Attention. It 
was a hospitable reception in every 
sense. Great was the love and oordi- 
aflity mutually exhibited. And the 



citizens of Amsterdam came in such 
great throngs that it became neces- 
saiy to put the entrancsa to the anar- 
tera under police ppotsctlon. Tlie 

boxes placed at the doors contained 
charitable offerings to the amount of 
one thousand and forty -five fiorias. 
For two weeks, the 8i^s were here 
the guests of their brethren In the 
faiith. It was indeed an arduous time 
for the Commttteea nt Amsterdam. 
The best we can do in the way of be- 
lated thanks. Is to present the name 
of the Holland leaders for future per- 
petuation. The members of the refllef 
' commRtee werf William van Maurik, 
1 Herrrninu-s Schyn, .Ian Williuk, Abra- 
ham Jacob Fries, Job Sieuwerts. 
Jaicob Yorsterman, Jan Honnore and 
Cornells Beets. 
The most accurate knowlodi^e of the 
j doings of the relief committee is ob- 
taioed by examining the account of 
Messrs. Vorsternian and Honnore. We 
find therin the entire total daily con- 
sumption of the emigrants, the fur- 
nishing of the barracka, the senrlee. 
the gifts and money. We leam, too. 
the names of all who furnished sup- 
plies. (Miiller 307/ The entire ac- 
count Is eontained In Hulslngn, pagaa 
100 to 102. The orphans were placed 
in homes and their board paid. A 
young Cbrlstiaa was admitted Into the 
Orphanage of the Baptist congrega- 
tion for seventy-five florins annually. 

The fugitives who had arrived at 
Amsterdam were most part members 
of the Amman faotlon, that is the 
Amish. The adherents of Relst had 
nearly all decamped en route. 

In the "Bmmenthaler" ship most of 
tlic prisoners had been placed. The 
OvprKoers were Hans Rurkl. Christen 
(Jaumanu the Elder and Jacob Rich- 
ener. , 

Martin Strahm, of Hohsteteu. left 
the ship at Breisach: so did Hans 
Burki of Langaau, Peter Hartig of 
Lanperswyl; Peter Oerber and wife 
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and Veraia AMdillmaiui «C LMiBiian: 
Jintph Ftop«t of Ijinpenwyl: Dudel 

Roth^nbabler of Lsnperawyl escaped 

at MannhRim; ao did Hans Schwarz- 
entrub of Tnib; Ulrich Beer of Trub 
«scaped at Brelsach; bo did Hans 
OMser, tMdier and his wife, KMtrlwi 
Stniiffer, and a young won of Laupers- 
wyl, Hans Zann escaped at Mann- 
helm; eo did Hans PlUcklnger of 
LUtzelMcfli and Niklaus Baumsartner 
«f TrolK and Nlklaua Habarll of 
Ltirhppp. and Ulrlcb Trttseel and hla j 
daughter Katherlna of Sumlswald. 
Cbr. Gaumann tbe elder and bis wife. 
Anna Branslkoffer of Hoctatettea. 
Chr. Oanmaiin the ironnger and Ua 
wife, Katharina Strelt. with two aons, 
Ave and eleven yea.rs of age, respec- 
tlvely, and two daughters of six and 
three years of age reepeetiwly, of 
Hochstetten, arrived at Amaterdam. 
Daniel Neukoinm. of E^Rwyl, escaped' 
at Mannljcim. Hans Wisler of Lang- 
nau escaped at Brelsacb. Verena 
Kohler and dang^ter of Rothenbach. 
aaeaped at Mannheini. Htaa Sdkdii> 
auer and his wife Rlsboth Aobersold 
of Ilocbstetten, Hans Snydor of Trub. , 
and Samuel Reber of Trub, escaped at 
Mannhehn. Ulrlcb Sehnrch and hla 
wife, Barbara Qmnbacher, with three 
sons and one dauRhter, of Sumiswald, 
Katharina HalJlraann, of Hocbstet- 
ten and Katrlna Galbi of iiocbsteLlen, 
and Lucia Welnaann. forty yeara old, 
weaver of Hochatetten, arrived, (Mfll- 
ler 308.) Barbara Rohrer, forty years 
of age. her husband, and Velt Sa^i- 
maan, of the Reformed Church, and a 
aon twenty yeara of age^ not a mem- 
ber of the congregation of BolUgon. 
arrived. She died siiortly after the 
arrival at Amsterdam. Marg. Schurch, 
widow, and a daughter twenty years 
of age (not a raambar) of Lataelflnh, 
arrived. 



1711— Isadw IMa HMni (OmMb- 

Mi). 

Marg. Oberll, of Ruderwyl, escaped; 
so did Kafh Bieri of Trub; and Matj 
Kling of Trub; and Anna Habeggerof 
Trub; and Hans Shellenberger and his 
wtfe, BlabeUi Neuenadrwrnider of 
Tru^b. Among the expedition were 
Daniel Becker, Ulrich Hugo, student 
and Andreas JeggU a tanner. Besides 
these tba fbllowlng voluntary travel- 
ers had been placed on the ship: Ru- 
dolf Stettler and his wife, Elsbeth 
Widmer, with two young sons, thir- 
teen and fifteen years of age respect- 
Iveiy, a weaver of Stettlen, who went 
through to Amsterdam. But Jacob 
Richeuer and hia wife belonging to 
Che Reformed Ohnroh, with five dill- 
dren eleven years down to live weeks 
old, respectively, of Ruppertswyl. 
escaped at Mannheim. Hans Kohler. 
thirty-nine years old, and his wlfe^ a 
member of the Reformed Church, re- 
spectively, stonecutter of Wimmingen. 
arrived at Amaterdam. So did Madg. 
Olsler. widow, with two children, aged 
ten and six years respectively, seam- 
etress Xorty-six years old of Sumis- 
wald; and Bster B<4ilen. single wo- 
man, weaver of Rueggleberg; and 
Barbara Shar. widow, with two chil- 
dren, eleven and eight years old re- 
spectively, of Sumlsnvald; and Bar- 
bara Joost, with a daughter, of the 
Reform e<l faith, twenty years of age. 
of Sumlawald; and Katharine M)iiller. 
single woman, forty-four yeara of 
a?:e, of Melehuan; and Anna Heinlger. 
single woman, thlrty-flve yeara old, of 
Duenroth; and Kathrine Heiniger. 
tblrty-tnro yeara of age; Magd. Hein- 
iger, twenty-eight years of age; and 
Elsbeth Heiniger, thirty-four years of 
age, of l>unenroth: and BUbeth Sooi- 
ner, single woman, thirty years of 
age, of Sumlswald; and Elsbeth 
Kianer, single •woman, twenty-two 
yeara of age. utnm' hat makar of 
DuaenroOi; and flUabath Althona^ 
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widow, fift^-8lx years of. age. and 
dauibter. twenty-three rears old, not 
a fnemiber of Sumlswald: aad Christ 
Brand, an orphan, eleven years old. 
ol SumlBwald; and £l»beUi Kup<ers- 
dbntied. of Sumlswald. In the *isdi- 
eathaler" ship, there were altogether 
s/bout eighty-nine perione. (IfQUer 
309.) 

On another list there are the fol- 
lowing names and hicts: Hans Ogl 
and wife, thirty-four years old and 
daughter five years old farmer, ar- 
rtved at Amsterdam; ao did Haaa 
Schallenberg, of Neunberg, and his 
wife, Marg. Ri(^en, and four daugh- 
ters. Ohristian Kroft. his wife and 
three scma* aged ten. two and one 
years respectively, shoemaker, ar- 
rived; and Hans Hauri. weaver, wife 
and two aons. from the Judicial dis* 
triat of Leuzburg: arrived. Hans 
Lang, -weaver, thirty-five years old, 
tvis wife. Barb Qerber, twenty-seven 
jwars old and one 'Child, arrived. Hans 
German, fanner, his wife, Magd. 
Sohallenbergcr, and two children 
died. Ulrich Roth, miller, flfly-flve 
years of agei, hia wife HHabeth Stelner, 
a son of fifteen years, and three 
daughters and Anna Mhiller (or 
Moser) widow, sixty-six years of atge, 
lame, arrived, and eo did Daniel 
Gerber. husbandman, and wife. Magd. 
Ricben, forty-six years old. In the 
•hip. *X)berlander" (people from up 
the countr>'), there were: Overseers — 
Daniel Rlchen. inspector general, and 
£knanuel Lortscber; and Eimanuel 
Lortedier, hasbandman, o( Brlenbaeh, 
his wife, Anna Andres, and four chil- 
dren, from six years to six months of 
age, respectively, who reached Am- 
sterdam; and Anna and Duehtly 
Tenscber, forty years old. single 
women, weavers : and Marg. Kallen, 
of FYutigen, seventy years of age, 
lame, and daughter, twenty yeara old. 
Reformed (her husband stayed be- 
hind); and Magd. Schmied, flfty-<our 
years old. Baptist, of Latterbaoh. and 



eight obildren, Jobam. Abraham. • 
Jakob, Isaac, David, Hans Rudolf, 
Susanna, Salome, all by the name d 
Liortscher, and all children of the 
Reformed faith; and Hans Thouen, 
fifty years of age, husbandman, of 
Frutlgen. Reformed, and wife, Kath. 
Relchen, with three sons and six 
daughters, from twenty to three years 
of ag^ respectively, and Hans 
Schmled, Reformed, and wife. Baptist, 
with one son and one daughter, nine 
and seven years of age respectively, 
of Fmtlgen; and Ohr. Sehlapbaoh, 
Reformed, of Frutigen, his wife. ' 
Kath. Bobner, and four children, 
eight and two years of age. respec- 
tively; and Anna Schmled. alagle 
woman, thirty years old. of FYutigen. 
They all arrived at Amsterdam, Magd. 
Schmeid, single woman of Frutigen, 
was the only one to Join the party en 
route. Melchoir Kratzen, husband- 
man, of Aeschl, forty years of age. 
Reformed, (bis wife) BIsb. Oraf. 
(Baptist) mho had been Imprisoned 
with four sons and three daughters, 
fourteen years to six months of age, 
arrived at Amsterdan. So did Verena 
Barben, single woman, thirty years of 
age. of Spiez, se.imBtreps; and Kung- 
gold Kropfli, of Spiez. with one son 
and one dau^ter, 12 and 10 yeara of 
age, reapectively. (HQUer 810.) 

mi—Bssdii Into HoUni (Gon- 
tinned) 

Christ Stutzwann, farmer, of Splez, 
thirty-four years of age, and wife, 
Magd. StuCk, thirty-seven yeara of 
age( he a member of the Reformed 
faith, and she a Baptist) ; and Barb 
Gerber of Thun, escaped at Manheim, 
but msbeth Wenger. of nkleraehem, 
single woman, thirty-eight years old, 
arrived at Ampterdam. So did Maria 
Bogll, of Herzogenbuchsee, single 
woman, twenty-five years old; and 
Dan Rlchen, teacher and husband- 
man, of Frutigen, thirty years old, 
and liis wife. Anas Bteak, thtse sons 
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and one daughter, aged from six to 
one year, respectively. According to 
fhli list* there were in the ehip 
"Oberlander" elxty-eight peraone. 

The following names appear In an- 
other list: Christ Xeuhauser, hus- 
bandman, thirty years ot age, and his 
wife. Uarg. Plank, with one child, 
who arrived at Amsterdam. 

In the Tbun ship were overseers — 
Mi bael Reusser, Hans Meier; — ^also 
passengers — Hans Meier, tailor, of 
Blgrliwyl, torty-one years old, his 
wife, Dorothy Frutiger, thirty-four 
years of age, two sons and two daugh- 
ters, from seven to six years of age 
reepeetlvely; also Ulrldi Fmtlger, 
husbandman, sixty-eight years old, 
Deformed, his wife, and one daughter 
of thirty-six years, who are Baptists; 
also Hans Fmtlger, farmer, of Sigris- 
wvl, forty-four years of age, his wife, 
Maria Konig, forty-seven years of 
a^e, three sons and one daughter of 
thirteen years to six years respective- 
ly; also Hans Ruff (Ruff or Rufener) 
vinegrower of Sigriswyl, forty-five 
years of age. Baptist, his wife, Bisb. 
Thcmmen, thirty-nine years old (Re- 
formed), three sons and four daugh- 
ters, sixteen to three years respec- 
tively; a*so Christen Rolf, farmer, of 
Si2:rlswyl, thfrty-nine years of age. 
his wife, Magd. Konig, thirty-nine 
years of age, and one child of four 
years; also 8teph«i Revaser, of HU- 
t rflnren, seventy-six years of age, 
his wife, Anna Buhler, thirty-eight 
yesra old, and one son of twelve 
years, still Reformed; also Michael 
Russer. twenty-seven years old, 
teacher, son of Stephen Reusser (who 
had hen a prisoner), these all arrived 
at Amsterdam ; also Vereva Ritschard, 
single woman, thirty years of age, of 
Hilterfingen; also Ulricb Bryner. 
forty-two yesrs ot age, his wife, 
M^rla Ruff, one son and one daugh- 
ter, four anil two years of age re- 
spectively; also Blasius Sorg, of 



SchifThansen. his wife Mae^d. Meier 
of liilterflngen, a son and a daughter, 
of three yettre amd alx months of age 
respectively; also Anna Jemil, oT 

HI terfinTen, thirty years of a^e, 
widow, with one daughter, one year 
old; also Hans Schlappacb. farmer. 
Of Erls in the Jndlelal district oC 
Thun, fifty years of age. Reformed, 
his wife, Verena Duchti, forty-two 
yea'B old, four sons and four daugh- 
t3rs, from two to eighteen years of 
age respectively; also Blsh. Bleher, 
of S hwarzenburg. country servant, 
twenty- six years of age; also Christ 
Ste'ner, farmer, of Diesbacb, deacon, 
B Sty years of age, and his wills, Itty 
years of a^c; also Hans Krenhuhl. 
hired man, of Diesbach, who had 
been impriaoned; also Anna Kuenii. 
called Seller, of Diesbach. singls 
w~man. twenty two years old; also 
Pet r Kraheubuhl, of Diesbacb, thirty 
seven years ot age, Reftomed. his 

I wife. Anna Wenger, thlrty-elclltyeafs 
o'd, Baptist, and three sons from 
six to three years of age respectively. ^ 

I All these arrived at Amsterdsm. 

Anna Rabeli. of DIeahach. escaped 
at M'nnhelm; Barbara Ruegsegger, 

j of D esbach, who had been ^impris- 
oned, escaped at Brdsaeh; Kath. 
Ruerseix 'or. of Diesbach. who had 
b?en Imprisoned, escaped at Bries- 
b^ch. Anna Aeschbacher, widow, 
thirty years ot aga of Barbers, ot the- 
Judicial district of Schwarzenburg, 

I with two sons and two daughters. 

I from fourteen to live years of age, 
arrived at Amsterdam; also Quist 
Sto-'kH, husbandman, fifty years of 
age, unmarried ; also Barb Gerber. 
twenty-live years of age, single w»- 

>man. lame; also Elsb. Huber, forty 
years of age, of Frutlgen. widow, with 

•a son six years old; also Els'b Tsih^^ 
bald, of St^nbnrg, widow, fifty years 
(^r a?r>, a son of sixteen years and a 

I daughter of twenty years. Thsae liBt 
reached Amsterdam. 
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AUhouKh in the ship "Thuner" 
there were seventy-one peraons. On 
•aotlier list are tlie following names, 
eto:>^4iniw Bvkler tailor, thirty-nine 
years of age. who arrived at Amster- 
dam; also Peter Streit, widower, rope 
maker, fhlrtj-tonr years of age; \lto 
Adam GautschI, shoemaker, seventy- 
two years of age. and his wife, sixty 
years old; also Hans Gautschi, thirty 
two years of age, his wife. Barbara 
Hafple. twenty-six years old, and two 
children; also Jakob Peter, carpen- 
ter, forty years old. Reformed, his 
wife. Maria Stadler, ihlrty-^ght years 
old and three children. All reached 
Amsterdam. 

In the ship '*Nenenbnrger" were 
Hans Anken. huffhandman, teacher 
and elder, of Spiez. thirty-seven years 
of age. hlB wife thirty years old, one 
son and two daughters, who arrived 
at Amsterdam: also Peter Ivchner. 
husbandman, of Oberhofpn, thirty- 
four years of age, and wife; and Ul- 
rldi Roth, hfs wife, two daughters 
and one son, of Dicsbach; and Nlk- 
lans Gerber, husbandman, of Thun. 
thirty-four years of age, his wife. 
Magd. Teager, twenty-four years old, 
and two sons; also (Mfiller 312) 
Peter Wenger, husbandman, of Blu- 
mensteln. seventy-nine years old, and 
his wife, Kath Wyler, s«venty years 
old; and Melch Zahler, deacon, hus- 
bandman, of Frutlgen, forty-oue years 
old, and his wife, Anna Rlchen, thirty 
years old: and Mathys Aeschbacher, 
husbandman, of Diessbach, seventy- 
flve years of age, and his wife seventy 
years old; also Ifath. Aeeehba<dier, 
Jr.. wine grower, twenty-six years of 
age, his wife, forty years old, and one 
dana;hter: also Peter Krebs. glazier, 
of Reutlgen, thirty>two years old, his 
wife, twenty-four years old, and one 
daughter; also Martin Richer, hus- 
bandman, of Flrntlgen, thirty-four 
years of age. his wife, Barbara Turn- 
er, twenty-five years old, and one 
son; also Peter Thonen, shoemaker. 



of Reutigen, twenty -five years old; 
also Hans Krebs, husbandman, of 
Reutlgen, thirty-two years old, and 
his wife twenty-two years old; Peter 
Krebs, Jr., husbandman, of Reutigen, 
twenty-four years old. and Bai<b. 
RoU, eighteen years old; and Stdfen 
Simon, husbandman, of Reutigen, 
thirty-nine years of age, his wife, 
Ursel Fahrni, and a daughter; and 
Peter Aeschbacher, fanner, of Lau- 
perswyl. widower, thirty-nine years 
of age, and three children; also Abr. 
Lsnfter, tailor, of Zoflngen, twenty- 
four years of age, his wife, btlL 
Rlchen, a son and two daughters; and 
Hans Schallenberg, of Erlenbach, 
and his wife and four daughters; and 
Hans Gasser, husbandman. of 
Schawrzenburg, seventy-five years of 
age, his wife, fifty years old and three 
children; also Jakob Stahli, husband- 
man, thirty- five years of age, of Hil- 
lerflngen. his wife, thirty-five years 
of age and one daughter; also Bevd. 
Stoekli, forty-two years of age» of 
Schwarzenburg, his wife, Anna Glaus, 
forty-four years of age, a son and one 
daughter: also Bans V\irer, forty-five 
years old of Oberhofen, his wife, 
Magd. Kanipf. a son and four daugh- 
ters; also Hans von Gunten, of Sigris- 
wyl. Ilfty-flve years of sge, his wlfe^ 
Kath. Isler, thirty years old, two 
sons and one daughter; also Hans 
Bauer, vine grower, of Oberhofen, 
forty-one years old. Reformed, his 
wife. Anna Wlllener, thirty-four years 
old, two sons and two daughters; 
and (MXiller 313) Kath. Rubi, of Fru- 
tigen. sixty-seven yeara old, and a 
daughter, Magdalena, twenty-six years 
old; also David Lauffer, tailor, of 
Zoflngen. seventeen years of age; 
also Peter Maier. shoemaker, ai 81e-> 
benthal, thirty-eight years of age. 
Reformed; also Peter Tschageler, (?) 
husbandman, of Barometer (?) in the 
Judicial district Thun, twenty-five 
yearg of aee. Reformed ; also NIkl. 
iioflman, cooper, of Afloltern, thirty 
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years of age, Reformed; ala Hans 
ZurclMT, foitf y«ira of age, cripple, 

of Frutlgen, and hli motlier Barb. 
Germann. widow, seventy years old, 
knitter; also Anna Tracbsel, of Fruti- 
S»n. thirty-four years of age, for- 
saken : also Verena Kallen, country 
servant, of Frutigen, twenty-nine 
years of age, single woman; also 
Christina Kallen, eiMintry servant, of 
Frut!s:en, thirty-two years of age, 
single woman; also Anna Bucher, of 
BeleheDbaeh, wenver,1hlrty years of 
a^e. single woman: Barb. Frei. of 
Hllterfln^en. country servant, thirty- 
nine years of age; and Elsb. Binggell, 
of Sehwarsenbnrg, thirty-eight years 
of age, Heformed: Hans Lortscher, 
wine grower, of Hllterfingen, unmar- 
r'ed. thirty years of age; and Hans 
Aeschhacher, hnsbandman, of Lan- 
peri?wyl, twenty-three years of age. 
All these arrived at the end of the 
jou rney. 

On another list Is recorded Hans 

Sdinilcd. Reformed, thirty yearB of 
age. Elsb. Schmied and two children, 
who arrived at Amsterdam. There had 
departed, therefore^ altogether: 

87 men among them 14 Retormed 

76 men « 2 " 

21 single men " 8 " 
86 single women *' 3 
147 children 



346 persons 



21 



Of these, who had been intprisoned, 
there escaped at Basel, Ulrldi Brech- 

buhl and Peter Blaser, of lAuperswyl, 
Peter Luthi. Anna Einmann, the wife 
of Smaule Itoth, from the parish of 
DIesslneh, with her* Reformed hus- 
band Heinrich Schllt had already de- 
camped at Weogen, making a total of 
six. 

Two women returned to Switserland 

to their husbands — Katharine Moser 
and Barbara Steiner. With the per- 
mission of the authorities of Berne, 
two of the prisoners remained in the 



county on account of old age; Chris- 
ten Dtthndi and Bmedlet LsbmMin. 
There is a record of forty-nine names 

of persons who had reported them- 
selves wining to emigrate, but who 
failed to appear. On the other hand, 
twenty-three went along who had not 
bCMi advised, or reported, and who 
are enumerated In the foregoing re- 
gister. At Breisach, thirty more per- 
sons embarked. These are In part 
the same who are mentioned as being 
recorded on one of cae lists above 
mentioned. 

The completo reeofd in nnderslgnod 
"Schafltaausen, the 23rd of July, 1711. 
Johann Ludwig Runckel 

(A A. No. 1396, Huizlnga page 113, 
etc) 

1711— Goal of the Esdgraata to 
Hollaid. 

The emigrants to Holland Intended 
to push on to America. A Jarge num- 
ber of them never reached America, 

however. (Mtiller 319.) 

We remember many of them were 
housed in the Daudhoek near Amster- 
dam. They, as well as others In Hol- 
land, were looking for a place in 
Prussia: but aa we have seen btftoro. 
the persons sent to view the land, re- 
ported against them going. RicheD. 
Anken and Zahler were asked their 
opinion, aa representatlvea of the 
Swiss, but they said the country 
would not suit. X landholder of 
Oronlngen pflFered to take twmty 
famUlea of about one hundred per- 
sons and see that they got a suitable 
place. Abraham Cremer undertook to 
find a place for the rest at Kampen 
and Deventer, till the following May 
at least How to milntain these 
Swiss Mennonites for the winter was 
a question. The depntlea of Prienlaad 
(Holland) said they would take a 
number of them for the winter. Mr. 
Ritter was voted two hundred reich- 
thalers tor what he did. 
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Od the 20tli of August, the TenelB 

Mt their mooring in the presence of 
a large crowd (who were deeply 
moved at their departure) and car- 
ried tte SwlM ont on the ansry 
wATOi of the Zulder Zee. to dietribate 
them. Twenty-one went to Harllngen 
— one hundred and twenty-six to 
Oroolngen — eighty-seven to K am pen 
and one hundred and sixteen to De- 
venter, total 366 persons. It Is ob- 
served that this distribution waa made 
by water — some of the Swiss being 
landed at the first coast point to 
these towns, and then escorted to the 
town. 

The expense of those who went to 
Oroningen was taken care of hy the 

committee. largely of the elders of 
the old Flaninger congregation and 
of the Vaterlander congregation. They 
rendered a detailed aeeonnt on the 
30th of March 1712. In it they show 
that the board and lodpin^ amounted 
for the first few days to five thousand 
seven hundred and eleven florins. In 
Orontn^en. fNIQller 320.) 

Authorities of the town had very 
little information when the Swiss ar- 
rived, end called upon Ronckel to 
explain all about the causes of this 
MDlgratlon and the Icind of people 
tiiese were. Runekel praised them 
hli^ly and succeeded in having con- 
ditions all favorable to them in the 
town. The price of land there was 
low. beoause the crops had failed In 
1709. hnt there waa demand for labor 
now. 

Lists of names and accounts are 
still In existence, from which we get 
a pood idea of the settlement. Names 
and numbers of families are given, 
and the expense of the trip. Also 
the points thejr touched on the road — 
the amount of money brought alon.g 
by each — the allowance granted to 
each out of the general fund. 

The fall details would be too long 
hot the names of the heada of families 



and some of the individual persona 
ma7 be given with profit 

mixBwIsB LMTe Hound's Slwltor. 

The names of the heads of famillea 
and individual persons referred to 
above are: the famillee of Peter Leh- 
ner. Ulrich Roth, Jacob StahU, Christ 
Stutzman. Niklaus Teuscher, Hans 
Tschabold, Peter Krabenbuhl. Hane 
Bauer,— and the single, Blsbeth Tsch- 
abold, settled at Sapemeer. In Hoog- 
kerk. also near Gronln??en are tho 
families of Emanuel Lortcher, Hana 
Furxer. Hans von Gunten. In Helpen, 
the widow liagdelena Schmidt, with 
her family, purchased an estate: In 
Vinklaus, Sttfon Simon, with his fam- 
ily was located— the rest of the people 
were in and about Gronin^en, name- 
ly, the families of Hans Mclor, of Ul- 
rich Prutiger, who in December 1711« 
lost his wife In Oronlnsen; Anna 
Eesclehacher : of Krlnsiold Kroflll; 
Mathpys Aeschebacher ; Christ Stucki, 
Christ Schilling. Elsbeth Rubin, Peter 
Krebs, and Peter Thonln. The other 
unmarried persons are, Niklaus Hoff- 
man, Vreni Barber, Hans Knenbuhl, 
Hans Aeschbacher, Peter Tschag^el- 
er, Hans Lortscber. Anna and TlUle 
Tuscher, Anna Knnzl, Elsbeth Blng- 
geli, Elsbeth Wenger, Barbara Pre!. 
Katharina Sehmled. 

In the year 1721, the informatkm 
WHS sent from Gronin^en to the com- 
mittees at Amsterdam, that none of 
Swiss were In need of any furiher as- 
sistance. Some of these In later years 
eml^ratpd to Pennsylvania. 
To Kamnen came thlrty-flve children, 
three widows and seven children, and 
elsrht single persons, with a total 
amount of ten thousand nine hundred 
and seventy-eight florins. These wero 
domiciled In the same manner as 
those of Gronln^en by Steven Cremer 
of Deventer, who bought the rights of 
dtlsenshlp in Kampen for six famll- 
les, for one hundred and forty florins 
each, which carried with It the prtfl* 
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l«ge of pasture for six cows and two 
horses each. They are the families of 
teadier Mlehael Raoraer, BteplMii 
BeUBer, Melchior Zahler, Hans Long. 
TIans Jacob Burki, Hans Gerwanni 
Hans Ogi, Hans Schmied, Hans Surer 
(?), Hans Bnhler, Hans Oautschl. 
Peler AMchbadier, Benedict Sloekli. 
Hans Graeser, Blaslns Sorg, Anna 
Muller, Marg, GalU, Chr. Schlappach. 
Daniel Gerwanni, Adam Gautachll. Ja- 
cob Petri, Chr. 8to6kli, Peter Meier, 
Peter Streit, Math. Aeaehbacher. 

The above named brought one hun- 
dred and six persons to Deventer, 
ttamely,' the temiliei of the teacher 
Daniel Richen. Martin Richen. Peter 
Rlohen, Hans and Peter Krebs, Abra- 
ham Lauffer, Hans Schellenberger, 
Haas Thonen, Chr. Nenfaaneer. Ulrleh 
Bryner, Elsbeth Althaus, Daniel Ger- 
ber, Peter Wenger, Chr. Krebs, Mar- 
gret Glseler, Barbara Schar, Kath. Ru- 
bin, Enebeth Kuffer8chmled» Anna, 
BIsbeth, and Margaret Heiniger, David 
Laufer, Anna Bruger. Verena and 
Christian Galli, Marie Bogli, Peter 
Thonen, Blabeth Koner, Kath Muller, 
Esther Benli. Barbara Gerher, and 
etudent Daniel Becker. 

The Swiss experts, who, headed by 
Benedict Breclibvhl, were to inTcati- 
gate and paps on the Prussian offers, 
wrote under date of August 12. 1711, 
from Danzig to Amsterdam. They 
Kavo a deacrliitlon of their oxperiencea 
in Lutbania, praised the remarkable 
fertility of the soil, the favorable in- 
dncementa of the kin$, and the great 
knra and affections which were shown 
them bv their brethren in the faith, 
in Danzig <and Blbing. The houses.very 
naturally, did not antt them, but they 
had the royal promise of the permis- 
sion to fell the needed lumber from 
the forests of the domain free of cost 
There were to be liad 02 farma of 80 
acres each. These journeys and a visit 
to Berlin, where they went upon invi- 
tation of the king, delayed their return 



to Amsterdam, until the 8th of Sept- 
ember. By that time the Swiss had 
already gone to> their new plaoea oC 
abode in Ireland, and there was a 
queatkm whether, on the strength of 
the fiawmble tvpanrtt of BrechbnlU. 
they could again be induced to wan- 
der to another place For that reason 
three delegates to their brethren in 
Kampen: but neither there nor in 
Groningea and De venter did they find 
a willingness again to emigrate, inas- 
much as there was a prejudice against 
the plaguy, whidi had a short time 
before decimated those countries 
Brechbuhl reported on September 20. 
1711, from Deventer in like manner as 
two daya later Ruaaer, Anken. RIdien. 
Steiner and Zahler, who gave the as- 
surance that they would no longer be 
a burden to the commission, but 
would endeavmr to earn their bread. 
Brechbuhl was quite enthusiastic 
over the colonization in Prussia, and 
no doubt, through his efforts, there 
were in later years, founded Swiss 
congregations there, which, howveer. 
in 1720, and particularly In 1730, be- 
came greatly dlatrssssd and later on. 
mostly emigrated to Qarmaay, the 
Netherlands and North America. 

1711~WaadetlBfrs of a FMtlaa of tie 
* Ezodas* 

From the year 1711 on, more emi- 
grants followed almost annually, since 
the persecutions did not cease, and 
whltdi tonnd renewed expression in 
the proclamation of March 24, 1714. 
In this year there emigrated from 
Goutenschwyl near Lenzberg to Hol- 
land—Hans Oautsehi, his wife, Bar- 
bara Hafele and his daughter. Jacob 
Peters and his wife. Marie Stodler: 
Samuel Peter and Barbara Frei; Rudi 
Peter and Anna Ehisman: Samuel 
Peter Stidser and his wife; Samuel 
Leirtswyler. single: Rudolph Peter and 
Verena Aeechbach and Rudolph Wurg- 
ler. 
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Samuel Peter Mid Barterm Frat were 

oaflled Neuhanaer from their estate 
WaltiauB, near Goutenschwyl, and are 
the ancestors of the very largo and 
floartohtaff NMhulieii, wbOM fiunlly 
tree Huizinga has worked out in great 
detail. Very likely they were Induced 
by relatives who were among those 
who settled in Gronlngen, to mike 
thte the deetUuitioii o( their Jonmey. 
end they remained in Kalkivyk at 
Hoopr**zand. near Gtoninpen. At Sap- 
peueer and Uroningen, small indepen- 
dent Swles emlgnrtioiw were tormed. 
Prior to 1671, fngltivee Bwiee mign 
(M. n2r!) had come from the Padatl- 
nate into the country about Groningen, 
and were called Pfalzer (inhabitants 
of the PalatinBte). TUi wee applied 
to the arrivals of 1671, as they amal- 
gamated Into a congregation whloh 
held their services in a house In the 
"Achterunner" in Ghroningen. As 
fbvnder of thie eongrecetion, their 
flret teacher, Hens Anken. may be re- 
garded as prlncii>al; soon thereafter, 
assisted by Daniel Richen and Abra- 
ham Staaffer. It woald have been 
ooneldered too good a fortnne if t^eee 
8w1b8 could have boon without dissen- 
sions in their new place of abofle! 
Hans Anken had bought a house for 
Umielf, OBlled the "great elolater." 
Abraham I^mffen deemed the style of 
architecture too vain, and Insinuated 
to the owner to change the same. 
Anken did not take kindly to this sug- 
gestkm, and this dltrerence of opin- 
loil was aafflcient cause for a split in 
the ronsnregations into "Old" and 
"New" Swiss. 

1711 Men non{t« Division Into Old 
and >cw Swiss Factions 

The heeds of one congregation of 
ftMTty to flfty members were Hans and 

Peter Kreb. the heads of the other 
congregation of flfty to sixty members 
were Daniel Riohen and Abraham 



Lanlfer. This' split laated from tiie 

year 1720 to the last quarter of the 
century, and extended to the congre- 
gation at Sappeneer. The stylish house 
of Anken^ led as snpposed to this 
split It is very Uksdy that the showy 
or oonspicious house which Anken had 
bought was only a pretended motive 
to bring to a focus a deeper rotted dif- 
ferenee— « difference which ever and 
ever shows itself among the Baptists, 
between the Strict and severe and the 
less strict. 

1711 — Emigrants of 1711 Exodas 
Beach Lancaster County 
KventaaUy. 

We have in a previous artlOle given 

a description of the transportation of 
the Berne Mennonites down the 
Rhine in 1711. Kuhus in his work 
(page 46), oalls attention to the teet 
that the names of many of those Swiss 
emigrants arc identical with our Lan- 
caster County names and those who 
went down the Rhine in 1710 are iden- 
tical with oar Lancaster Ooanty prom* 
inent names also. Among them he 
mentioned Gerber, Gaumann, Schurch, 
Gain, Haldiman. Burki. Rohrer, Schal- 
lenberger, Oberli, Jeggii, Wisler. 
Hanrl. Graf. Weoger. Neukomm. 
Flucklnger, Ruboli. Ruegsegger. Kra- 
henbuhl. Hubor, Buhler. Kuenzi, 
Stahli, Rubi, Zurcher.^Bucher. Strahm. 
Among thoae exiled In 1710 were the 
namea of Bredibuhl, Baomgartner. 
Rupp, Fahrni, Aeschlimann. Maurer. 
BherBO-ld and others. All these names 
— which, more or less changed, are 
common throughout the State and 
country today — are of Bernese orii^n. 
The bandls. Brubachcr. Meili, Egll. 
Rinficer, Out. Gorhnauer and Prick 
families came from Zurich. 

This would argue that (while MUller 
does not trace any of these emigrants 
of 1711 to I^ancaster County) many of 
them eventually reaohed this county. 
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1711^Brethreii Joti! the PaqM 
Colony of 1710. 

According to Rupp, it would seem 
that aa soon as the winter of 1710-11 
was pMMd, the Peqaaa ootonliti tent 
one ct thtfr mwilMni back to the Old 

Country, to bring on members of their 
family, who were left behind. 

Rupp deacribed very vividly, pages 
80 and 81, bow this came about 
Qaotins from a sonrce which he does 
not mention, he says, that before the] 
ground brought forth its first crop, 
they made preparations to bring the 
ttaMuMse of their families over — that 
after the lot fell to Hans Herr, It was 
decided that Mart KendlK should take 
his place and that he, accordingly, 
went abroftd and brou^ a company 
of Swiss and Oermaas hack with bim. 
He tellB us that the party consisted 
of the balance of famUies already 
here and of Peter Yordea, Jacob MOl- 
ler, Hans Tehantx, Hemr Funk, John 
Hauser. John Badiman, J«oob Weber 
and three others, whose Christian 
names are not given, Schlagel, Wen- 
rkh and Guildin. It would seem that 
Sehlagel's name was Christopher, be- 
cause in 1713. he had established 
himself on the Conesto^a creek, and 
complained of the Cartledges interfer- 
ing with his mill. 

1712 — Large FatatiM PeBscssloas Is 
lAimater Gtiatj. 
This year « tract of 8880 «eres In 
Strashnrg Township was ordered to 

be surveyed to Amos Strettle, for the 
occupation of Swiss Mennonites. It 
adjoins the original Herr tract of 
1710 on the east The warrant is 
dated the 5th of July 1712, and the 
survey was made November 1st, the 
same year. This tract was dMded 
dnrMg the next twenty years smong 
the following holders, viz.: Henry 
Shank, Ulrich Brackbill. Augustine 
Widower, Alexander Fridley, Martin 



Miller, George Snavely, Christian 
Musecr, Andrew Shultz, John Poutz, 
Jacob Stein, John Hickman. John 
BoWman. Valenttaie Mlller,Jaieoh Hala. 
John Herr, Henry Carpenter, Daniel 
Ferree, Isaac Lefevre. Christian 
Stoner, John Beiers, Hans Lein, Ab> 
rsham. Smith, John Jaooh HooTor* 
Septimus Robinson. Samuel Hesiu 
Samuel Boyer, John Musgrove, 

It is intended a little while later 
t9 make « map of the original tract 
and Show the present eubHilTlsioBS 
thereupon, setting forth the name of 
the owners of the present farms 
carved out of the same. Mention of 
this tract Is made In Rnpp» page 77. 



Ralph Thoresly In his diary under 

date of June 1712, published in 2 vol- 
umes in London in 1830 says that on 
his return to Hyde Park, he aaw n 
number of Palatines In Bnglsnd and 

that they were the most poor and 
ragged creatures that be ever beheld. 

(Dlffendcrfer's Exodus 86.) 

1712— Cxowth of German Sklppack 

Colony. 

We are told that by this year, on 
April 6th. the Mennonites of BUppack 
numbered 99. They had additions In 
1708 and '09. ( Penny packer'a Qerman- 

town 169.) 

1712— Ferree and LefeTre^MennenKes, 
Take 2000 Acres of Land in Coa- 
estoga Yalley. 

In the minutee of the Pennsylvania 
Board of Property, vnder data oC 
September 10, 1712, it is sUted that 
"at a meeting of the commissioners 
that day held— the late commissioners 
having granted 10.000 acres of land to 
the Palatines, by their warrant, dated 
6th of 8th month, 1710, in pursuance 
thereof there was daid out to Martin 
Kendig. besides tha 8,000 
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confirmed and paid for. the liko quan- 
tity of 2,000 acres, towards Suique- 
banna, of which the General Surveyor 
has made a return. The said MartlB 
Kendig now appearing desirous that 
the said land may be granted and con- 
firmed to Maria Warenbuer, for whom 
the same iraa taken up. But upon 
further oonelderaitloa of the matter, it 
is agreed among themselves that the 
said land shall be confirmed to Daniel 
FiM're and Isaac Lef^re^ two of the 
eaid widow's sons, and the oonsldera- 
tion money, viz £140 at £7 per TOO 
acres, by agreement having been for 
some time due, hut Is now to be paid 
down la one eum. Tie agreed they 
shall only pay £10 for Interest, thaX 
is £150 for the whole. (2nd Series Pa. 
Arc., Vol p. 259 and Hupp, page 90.) 

Thte Is the large Motion lying north 
of the Herr and Strettle tracts; partly 
in East Lampeter Township and partly 
in Strasburg TowAship. The Flerres 
are the aaoeatort of the present 
Perry or Porry tdfliily. Neither the 
Lefevres nor Porrys were pure Swiss, 
as there was Prench extraction in 
their race. This tract was subsequent- 
ly divided among the following per^ 
son? — Henry A. Cari)enter, Forre 
Brinton, John C. Lefevre, Joseph L. 
Lefevre, Jacob Hershey, Christian Le- 
man. Henry and Jacob Brackblll, 
Theo. Shertz, John Shertz. F. S. Bur- 
rows, D. Lefevre. (Rupp 102.) I hope 
to have a map of the sub-divisions of 
this tract also. 

That it lay partly in Strasburg 
Township is shown by the fact that 
Maria Warenburger, mother-in-law of 
Isaac Lefevre paid a quit rent on 2.000 
in Strasburg Township, the 
le year. (Rupp 107.) Ferree« and 
Lefevres came from Stelnmerster into 

tHo Palatiaata (Bxm 85.) 
17M~ flsram-giHsi B«uii the €en- 
estoga Yalkf, 

It appears that, this year, the Ger- 
man-Swiss Immigrants In Lancaster 



I County reached Conestoga in their 
' settlement for under the name of the 
I "Dutch" it is stated in First Pa. Arch., 
Vol. 1. p. 8M, that they had been Itv- 
I ing at Conesiofia during the past 20 
years. The date of the letter is 1732. 
In some of the proceedings of the 
Conestoga Road, as It wsa laid out 
from time to time, there is a reference 
to "The road up to the Dutch settle- 
ment on the Susquehanna" in 1712. 
This makes it plain that there was a 
settlement that year. Indndtng road 
Improvements up to the River. This- 
refers to a road "that leads troiok 
Philadelphia to the Dutch settlements 
at Conestoga** found In Yoiume one ot 
the original road papers In Chester 
County, p. 50. The public are indebt- 
ed to the industry of Gilbert Cope in. 
Chester County tor the compilation ot 
these road paiwrs. 

1718— Futher Swiss AddltfaM •htmi 

This Year. 

According to Rupp. in his "Thirty 
Thousand Names," about 1712. addi- 
tional tracts of land were bought by 
Pequea settlers. The settlers living in 
the Pequea Valley "at that time (1712 > 
he gives as follows: Johan Rddolph 
Budell. Martin Kendig, Jacob Mill- 
ler, Hans Groff, Hans H«rr, Martin 
Oberholz. Wendel Bauman, Martin 
Meylin, Samuel Gulden, John Rudolf, 
Daniel Herman, John George Tral- 
berger. Hans Mayer, Hans Hagyr 
Christian llerrhy. Hans Pupather. 
Heinrlch liar, Peter L^ehman, Melcher 
Brennen, j lelnrlch Pun dt, Michael 
Schenck. Johannes Canals," Alrifcb 
Honench, Emanuel Herr, Abraham 
Herr. Melcholr Erlsnuin, Michael 
Mfiiller and Christopher Schleafiel. 

1713— Rapid Additions to the JHenno- 
■its Celsay. 

This year Isaac Lefever purchased 

300 acres of land adjoining the other 
settlements made by his countrymen 
near Conestoga and received a war- 
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mnt for it And Samuel Ovllden. who | wm «ooordlBgly glTen him, (Do. 644). 

had lately come from Berne, in Rupp also notices Uut Christopher 
SwlUerland as a minister to the Schleagel in 1712 took up this land to 



SpltzerB, desired 800 acres in Stras- 
biirg with the rest of hia eoimtrymeii 

and a warrant was signed to him for 
the price of ten pounds i>er 100 acres, 
Pennsylvania money, 80 pounds or 60 
poonde of BnsUah money. (2d Ser. Fa. 
Arch.. V. 19. n. M9.) 

ITlt-Vio MtemeiilM Billi Their 
FM €Mst Un 01 the Ctaeateva. 



buiid a mill and he finds the place not 
far away tnm the land granted to the 
.Palatlnee, (Rupp, 116). 

lis— The English an Mi&fkig IB 
the Ctormaa 



We have Just noticed that Edmund 
Cartlidge, the Indian agent, eeated 
himself on Christopher Schleagel's 
land and In addition to thie. we hmve 

This year we have an account of a' the account that a patent was given 



remarkable German Mennonite on the 
Conestoga. In Vol. 19 of the Sec. 
Series of the Penna. Arch., p. 569, it 



in 1713 to Thomas Story near a set- 
tlement of the Palatines at Conestoga. 
and that he had « right to it aaeariy 



was stated at a mectinf^ of the T^nd | as 1711. (Vol. 19 of Sec. Series of Pa. 
Comniissiouei 9. held on the 8th of Arch., p. 572). There are also signed 
October that, Christopher Schleagel, the same year, a patent to John Mar- 
late of Saxony,- heing deolroue to | low for 260 acree on Pequea In the 

settle near the Palatines about Con- rights of Gilbert Mace. These last 
«8toga and build a mil! on a run, run- are English names and show that the 



ning into the Coneatoga Creek, wishes 
to take np 1000 acree of land there 

and build such a mill for the accom- 
modation of his neighboring; inhabi- 
tants; and it was agreed tiiat he could 
have the 1000 acree for 100 Ponnde. 
And i; he built the mill immediately 20 



English were interested also in set- 
tlements in this eeetlon. 

171i-4Scheilitfk UU to V«w Swing 
the Meu«Bftoi 

The mill which Chrlatopher Selileagel 

said he was about to botld he evl- 
Pounds were to be thrown off. Ho dently erected as may be seen in the 
did*build the mill, because a year i Taylor papers. No. 2827. Schleagel 
laiter I shall abow he made complaint went to Philadelphia, and made taat' 
that people were intereferlng with I plaint about the English olaimlng his 
Us mill race. ! mill; and James Steele gave him a let- 

Schleagel had some trouble about i ter dated the 24th of September, 1714. 
Ills land and at a meetfaig held on thej which Schleagel carried to Isaac Tay* 
18th of March, 1718, Edmund Cart- lor. surveyor for the Penns, who was 
lldge claimed to own It by having pur- 1 surveying at Coneetoga. In this let- 
chased from Schleagel, the right to a j ter, Steele states that Scbieagel corn- 
tract of land and an ordinary grist plains that a certain person haa 
mUl on a branch of the Conestoga; seated himself near the mill he hath 
and It Is stated that Schleagel did lately built at Conestoga, by whoee 
not comply with the terms, when he , means the Indians that are there- 



first bought, he loet his right It la, 

however, set forth that Cartlidge has 



about are •likely to be iroubleeomeand 

dangerous to him. This letter then 



ahice built a good mHl on the same [further states that Isaac Taylor shall 
land and he desires 400 acres to be order the people there interfering witii 



laid out to him, including his bulld- 
Inga and ImproTements. A warrant 



ScUeagel'a mil] to rsmoTo and that 
800 acres belonging to the mill 
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should be In quiet •poMeMlon of 

Schleagel. 

1714 — (jeorge Leonard Takes Land in 
Oetor&ra. 

A patent for SM ftArea on the Octo- 
nra Creek, dated 16th of fleptember, 
WM aleo executed to Georga Leon- 
ard. (Do. 572.) 

1714— Additional Settlen CoMa (o 
Peqaea Colony. 

In Rupp's "Thirty Thousand Names," 
page 10. he sets forth a statement by 
JobnatboB Dld^biioii. imder date of 
1719. in wbleb DIekiiiMii laya: "We 
ar<* dally expecting ships from London 
which will bring Palatines, in num- 
ber, about six thousand to seven thous- 
and. We had a parcel that oama over 
•▼e years ago. who purchased land 
about 60 miles west of Philadelphia, 
and proved quite industrious." Refer- 
•aee may also be found to this addi- 
tion in Colonial Records, Vol. S, p. 29 
and 228. 

1714 — Move German-Swiss Lactta in 
Our County. 

This year the following order for 
passes to deport some of our auces- 
U»n was Issued, "We, the Mayor and 
CSouncil. of th« City of Berne, here- 
with notify yon that wp. being the 
persons in authority and especially 
appointed for this purpose, bavlng 
power and command to transport five 
Btubl>om Mennonltes and one cele- 
brated UUef out of the country to 
Lausanne, under gniard, with aU 
necessary secrecy, on the 10th day of 
August, to be delivered to our Chief 
of Police, do command you and all 
people to allow them to pass safely 
through, and unhindered, and to give 
all aid to our State Officers convey- 
ing the said Mennonites. that lies 
within your power." (Miller 224.) 
These Mennonltes (who were called 
stubborn) to be sent to Lausanne, ac- 



cording to Smith, were to be sent to 

the galleys. 

1714 — Benedict Brackblll*k Letter to 
Fries. 

In Muller. p. 221. thp following let- 
ter written by Benedict Brackblll in 
Manheim to Jacob Fries of Amster- 
dam appears:— 

"Some time ago. a brother cafaie 
from Switzerland and told me the 
present condition of the Swiss breth- 
ren. The goyernment still keeps up 
its persecution against our peopl^ 
They have given their police power 
anew to take our people to prison, 
and on one day about fourteen per- 
sons were tsken and conveyed to 
prison, whose names, as well as I 
know, are Casper Ammann. of Reugan 
— Benedict Mowrer, who was previ- 
ously a prisoner with me and who 
also was gotten tree with me at Nim- 
wegen, three years ago. At present 
he is in prison without his wife. 
Babble Stelner. They have robbed 
him of everything that they were able 
' to find. They also imprisoned a 

I poor H R of Signau. and 

' Oswald OtserbergM of Hodistetten— 
Christian Wagsel (Wo<Atol) from 
Bggwyl. also Tlas Lutbi and his son- 
in-law — also Elizabeth Zeurlcher 
from Lauperswyl — and Barbara Yost 
from Lsndau, and three of the Amish 
side or hranrh. They are in a city 
sitii:\ted far from us. in Savoy, hired 
out as slaves. One of them died on 
tlie way, by the name of NUdaus 
Baumgartner. At the end of the year 
they are to be set free. Some say 
they are to be set free and to be 
given some money." Dated Nov. 14, 
1714. (Milller 224.) 

Miiller goes on to say that Brackblll 
made a mistake here, because the 
fourteen prisoners were not taken 
away to Turin, which he caHed Savoy, 
as can be shown. 
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1714 — Another Rrarkhill letter. to him, was condemned with no Ie«» 
The substance of another letter Punishment tihan the native teachers. 

written by Brackbill, this year, is asj"^*' therefore, he wae sent to Hho 

follows: galleys, in company with the teachers 

"Under date of February 6. 1714. 1 already sentenced and as a terror to 

Brackbill reported to Holland that ' other strange teachers. (R. M. June 6, 

conditions in the Palatinate were most 1714.) (IMlIer 228.) 

deplorable, owing to the war. The 

gift of 400 florins was received with 

j)leastiro Many are fleeing back to 

Switzerland, and are there again taken 

Into osptlvity; others have gone into 



Jacob S^ebelTs TesUmonj on Men- 



Intoimactlon was given by Haas 
Jacob Sehnebeli In Mannheim to 



Alsace and to ZwelbruCken." (Mflller Abram Jacob Pries and Company in 
^07.) Amsterdam, he learned by the de- 

This shows again the interest thai ported Mennonltes ftt Tnrla that they 
Brackbill displayed for bis people. In must remain there during the whiter. 

the Historical Society at Philadelphia. Thej' were confined in a vault. In 
anions? a lot of letters called "Dutch con>pany with 90 mIscreanU and 
Copies ' are several in German, writ- good-for^notlilngs, who were sold on 
ten by Brackbill. I accouxit of llieir wickedness to » eer- 

I tain man named Hackbrett. of Turin. 
1714— Swiss Xandate against Menncj^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^ ,^ ^^^^ 

Bitot. j work. "I fear," writes SdmebeU, 

The attitude of the Swiss govern- "that by springttane, they wlU be sent 

ment toward the Anabaptists found to the galleys on the high seas " A. 
expression in the Great Mandate of ^petition had been presented by cer- 
May 24, 1714. It provided that those | tain persons to the Duke of Savoy, to 
who were llien in captivity, some of < which answer was given that the Duke 
them teachers, and those who had would be willing to ijrant their re- 
been exi>elled umlcr pain of i)unish- lease, but that this matter was wholly 
ment, corporal and capital, and who ; a concern of the gentlemen of 
In spite of their oath, nevertheless • Berne. (A. A. No. 1371. December 1» 
came back, who were fit for work 1714.) f^riiller 225.) 
should all be sent to the galleys, for As we notice above, this letter is 
life, as they have well deserved it. still pieserved in the Amsterdam Ar- 
Others were to be conflnsd in Berne, | chives, and Is number 1371. It was 
in Imprisonment forever. dfOller 221.) I written by Jacob Snavely. 

1714— Christian Lelby or Llebeek { 1714-Farthtr light M BradiMirt 
liiHmi. I«ttor. 

Mhiller gives the following; account: In a former item, Bennedict Brack- 
Christiun Liebi (R. M. "Liebegg") who . bill's letter of Nov. 26. 1714, is set 
came from the Palatinate under the ' out Mttller states (p. 225) that 



dominion of my liege lords, and ad- 1 Brackbill relates one of the brethren 

mltted that he had intended to visit died on the way to a distant city in 



Mennonltes in Berne here, to console 
and comfort teachers, and if chance 
presents itself, to baptise several of 



Savoy — Nicholas Baumgartner. This 
letter Is preserved in Amsterdam and 
Is No. 1371 of the Amsterdam Aaroiilveg. 



them: who declared that the inhlbi- It is stated tlhat Brackbill got tin 
tlons of the authorities were known ] prisoners and the deported confused,* 
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because thefie prisoners were never 
taken to Turin in Savoy. 

1714— Befornied Vler^y SympntlUse 
witli ilenDonlteg. 

Miilldr relates (p. 223) -thai under 
date of July 19, 1714, tbe clergy of l]he 
State Church, criticised the govem- 
roent for the cruel treatraemt of the 
Mennoniles. They uttered very com- 
mendable and honorable sentiments. 
But the gov^nment severelf repri- 
manded them. The government of- 
ficials said that the sentences Imposed 
are uo concern of the Church, and that 
tlMse AnabaptlstB are so itubbom. 
that sentences most be seTere. 

1711— Penecntlon On tke Deperled of 
1710 and 11 wfeo Retwned. 

We have noticed above that an 
edict was issued by Berne to sond to 
the galleys, such of the Mennonites, 
who were deported in 1710 and '11, as 
returned to Switserland. Some of 
these who were deported in 1710 and 
'11, reached Lancaster County. The' 
edict, condemning to galley punish- 
ment, required that until they should 
be sent to tho galleys, they should be 
put in the jai! of Titlii,'en. It seems 
that on account uf their age and 
weskness, only four were found fit 
for galley service. They were Hans 
Luthl. the teacher of Schaufpn)iihl. 
64 years old— Nicholas Bumgartnerof 
Trub. forty years old— Peter WOtb- 
rich of Trub, fifty years old and 
Joseph Brobst of Trub, fifty years old. 
These were to be given over to Col. 
Hackbrett. who was io force them on 
to SUiola. 

1714— A N«w Flood of Swiss EnU- 
gnnto SfoTinf Toward Pransjl- 



Muller tells us (<page 322) that, be- 

sinning In the year 1711, with the 
exodus of four shiploads of Menno- 
nites down the Rhine, there followed 



emigrations every year, west Into the 
Palatinate and into Holland, intend- 
ing to reaidi America; but he says a 
new Impulse was givon by the man* 
daite of MM : and that the severity of 
that mandate sent an emigration that 
year from Goutnschwyl, near Lens- 
burg, to Holland: among others, 
Hans Goutchl and wife, Barbara 
Hafeli. and daughter — Jacob Peters 
and wife, Maria Stattler — Samuel 
Peters and his wife, Barbara Fry — 
Rudy Peters and his wife, Anna 
Erlsman — Samnel Peter Stnlt/en and 
his wife — Samuel Lentzwyler, single 
— Vorena AescAibadi and Rudolph 
Wflrgler. It will be noticed that the 
maiden names of the wives are Riven 
here. That seems to have been the 
custom. We may notice also, that 
Samuel Peters and wife are ancestors 
of a very larj^e family In Nelhuixen, 
and also of Groningen. 

1714— Tbe Means of Baptist Persaon- 
tfon. 

Muller Innuires. fpap;e 3ri2> "With 
what means had the campaign against 
the Baptists to be carried out?"* He 
then answers, ibetoro 1714, '*the state 
church was blamed," that is. the 
Reformed Church. An effort was then 
made to inculcate the Orthodox doc- 
trine Into the minds of the young, 
through the land, so they would grow 
up In the State Church and not em- 
brace the faith of their Mennonite 
ancestors, who were tortured and 
suffered all manner of penalty: and 
the EToveroment and the State Church 
tried to secure teachers throughout 
the land to do this. 

1714 — Another Ylew of the Edict of 
this Tear. 
The eflorta to dapMt in 1710 and 11 
and help to get these Mennonites out 

of Switzerland and to Amorioa. did 
not have the result Switzerland ex- 
pected. They hoped that these Men- 
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nonites !n America would draw all 
the others over to them, but there 
Btlll remained many powerful mem- 
bera of tliat ehiir^ tn SwltEerland, 
who refused to go. The amnesty 
offfrod by Switzerland in 1711, to all 
who would go, did not have the re- 
sult lBtettd«d. Therefore, tiifs severe 
edict of 1714. Imposing life imprison- 
ment and galley service tor life, was 
issued. 

1714— A BatUe Growing Out of Ue 
Edict of 1714. 

Mtttler relates (page 344) how the 
officers trying to osny out the edict 

of 1714, were very roughly handled 
near Sumiswald, a town of now 
<^<HM> people, about IS miles northeast 
of Berne. He relates that several 
Baptists or Mennonites had been ar- 
rested there, but that a party of 60 
or 70 neighbors rescued the prison- 
en from the oliloers. In tills strug- 
gle, these Mennonite hunters were 
handled roughly and beaten in a 
bloody way. The government pun- 
ished some of the perpetrators and a 
hunt was made for all the others 
who beat the constables. Several 
were arrested and they had to pay the 
expense of the officers sent to catch 
Mennonites. and fines to the ex- 
tent of 1100, for each one. Andreas 
Sommer in the Niiienwatte. wae the 
chief leader of this rescue. He was 

ordnred tn pay $100 or be banished. 
This banishment was annuled in 1715, 
by him furnishing bail. There was 
another Peter Sommer. a horse doc- 
tor, that harbored Mennonites. He 
was sent, for a year, to one of the 
French provinces. Benedict Widmer 
(Witmer), the school master, who 
was in the fight, was sent for a year 
and a half to Brassn in Roniainniais- 
ter— Benedict Risser in the Lengen- 
walt, who sent his two sons wHh 
bludgeons to this fight, was banished 
until the next November to St Croix.* 



and the two sons were fined he.avlly. 
Peter Sommers, the son of the horse 
doctor, was banished a year to St. 
Cerge, and Jacob Christen, the hbed 
man, who had a hand in this fl^t. 
was sentenced to eight days im- 
prisooment. His term was made 
short because he had a large fkmlly. 
Some of those condemned had be- 
haved themselves obstinately and 
were impudent before the Court and 
were to be kept under tiie eye of the 
Sheriff. Some were sent to the gal- 
leys. One of them'. Christian WaohseU 
was pardoned. 

171ft— A Few Mere Wanuits GHmi 
to the MeraoBftes. 

In Vol. 19 of the Sec. Series of the 
Pa. Arch., p. 597, under this date, it is 
set forth at a meeting of the Ijsnd 
Commissioners «t the end of the year 
that several warrants were signed at 
sundry times at ten Pounds a 100 
acres and One Shilling, sterling quit 
rent, all in Chester County. The 
whole is 2800 acres but the only 
Mennonites among the number were 
Hans Graeff. 200 acres— Benedictus 
Venerieh, 200 acres— and Joseph 
Hains, 100 acres. At the same time 
there were 2.^0 acres laid out to John 
Funic at Strasburg, (Do) and 1000 
acres to Herman Richman In Stras- 
burg. 

17ir» — Ambassador Rnnckers Letter. 

Miiller recites (p. 360) that under 
the date of March 7. 1715. Runckel 
wrote to Holland about the destitute 

condition of the prisoners and the 
rest of the .Mennonites whose deter- 
mination to stay in the country, 
brought upon them. They are loalns 
friends by it. He says he does not 
feel satisfied that Holland owes them 
much more sympathy and assistance. 
1715— DIfpesilisM ef Flm «■ Mt 



Mul'tT (p nr)R) Informs us that the 
fines collected from the Mennonites, 
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GALLEY TORTURE 

and the moneys raised from their con- 1 
fiscated property, was divided up; ] 
and that one-third of it went to the 
Comrt or Mennonlte Chambw, one- 
third to the Lords of the land and one- 
third to the Sheriff for his aetivlty 
and vigilance in the matter. 

Efforts to Release MeuMBites 
from the Galleys. 

Miiller (p. 288) recites the petition 
of tbe mother of GbriBtlan Llebo (or 
Liebeck) for th» release of lier son. 

who had been sentenced to the gal- 
leys. The petition was received by 
the authorltiea but nothing particu- 
larly was done on tbe subject On 
the subject of galley torture, Infor- 
mation was sent, I'.th of October, 
1715 (Mailer 229) of the release of the 
Swiss MennoBltes from tbe galleys, 
under a proviso that they would not 
go back to the Berne territory. At 
the same time, attempts were made 
to seenre the release ot 40 prisoners, 
who were being prepared to send on 
to Venetian galleys, provided they 
would promise to leave the countiy 
and noTer oome back. It was further 
reported that if money was needed.! 
there was an English Arch-Bishop. | 
ready to place a large sum at their 
disposal. 

1715 — ^Sfore Condemnations to the 
GaUeys. 

About the same time, Daniel Knopf, 
in Berne^ sent word to Mennonite 
friends at Amsterdam, that a friend 
of the Mennonites named Freytor- 
rens, at Berne, offered his services 
and bad a plan to raise moneys and 
send to the prisoners, now at the 
galleys. He stated that the Swiss au- 
thorities would he willing to do this, 
if pledges were made that when re- 
leased, these people would forever 
l^^ave the country. There were sub- 
sequent letters on this same point. 
One proposed that the petition be 
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submitted to the king, in the name of 
the authorities of Berne, asking for 
the release of all prisoners. There 
was also a letter from the Burgees 
and Gonnell ot fieme to the king, giv- 
ing their views upon this subject 

Mailer recites (p. 232) that at a 
meeting of the committee on the 
welfare of Mennonites at Amsterdam, 
it was stated that four prisoners had 
been condemned by the Oovernment 
of Rprne, to the galleys; and 40 more 
had been imprisoned. The aid of the. 
Holland Qoveniment was invoked; 
and tilie Holland ofBcers took up the 
matter with Switzerland, and secured 
full freedom for all of them. Former 
efforts to the same purpose were with- 
out avsiL 

1715— Mere Galley Torture and 
TronMe. 

Iftftller sets forth, (p. 226) that even 
in Turin, these prisoners, ready for 

the galleys, were aided financially by 
the Dutch. Goosen Goyen, in Kre- 
feld. wrote to Van Woorst, that he had 
received moneys for these Mennonites 
and had forwarded the same. He also 
wrote that Freytorrens (a man re- 
ferred to in the preceeding article, p. 
229) was a flanatio or Mennonlte, and 
that he was interfering too much with 
affairs at Berne. He also says that 
he has false doctriues on religious 
matters, and was supposed to be the 
author of a shameful tract or treatise, 
on religious subjects. Finally he 
was placed under arrest. His politi- 
cal aotlvlties were to be looked into. 
He states that it is expected that he 
will be banished from the country as 
an undesirable foreigner. If some one 
pays the cost of his release. MUUer 
continues and ssys that his noble 
effwts on Oie part of the oppressed 
Mennonites who were suffering galley 
torture, was looked upon with Jealous 
eyes. 
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At another place Miiller recites 
that there are original lettori In Am- 

aterdam, written by Christian Liebe, 
Peter Wetrlch. and Joseph Brobst, 
dated at Palermo, September 16, 1715, 
relattng to the efltorti made tor their 
releaa^ In which they promise that 
if they are released from the galleys, 
they will never go back to Swiss ter- 
rttory again. 

The same page. MIQller tells us 
again of the efforts of Gabriel of 
Wattenwyl, to get theae people out of 
vriaon. He alao atates that It aome 
one would be willing to go to Turin 
to Intorrede for the releaBe of the 
prisoners sent thei<<, Berne is ready 
to give a written pledge that they 
will take up mediation on the part of 

the frieiiis of thest^ ppopip, provided 
they would never come back to the 
old home. 

171^Eby Family Come to Lancaster 
Coanty. 

The Bby family la nnmeroua In 

thla section, and the original home 
seems to be on Mill Crcfk, at n point 
known as Eby's Mill. Theodorus Bby 
was the anceator. Aeoording to 
Bishop Benjamin Eby'e recorda. found 
In the "Rby Family," pages 2 and 3. 
Theodorus Eby was a son of Jacob 
Bby» and came to America in 1716. 
Peter E!by, a nephew of Theodorus, 
came In 1720: also Nirholas Eby. 
These are all Swiss. But it is said 
that earlier generations of the family 
came into Switserland from Northern 
Italy. ^Tonno Eby, a yonng lad living 
near Terre Hill, is the 9th genera- 
tion descendant of Theodorus Eby. 



ard Hyde and 2a acres new land. It 
waa warranted on the Snaqnehanna. 

(See also p. 575.) 

Page 594 of the same book, there 
is an account setting forth that the 
land eommlaaloners of Ba. liad an ap- 
plication for 1,000 aorea of land In 
StrasbufK from Harmon Richman, 
late of Hamburg, Germany, and that 
the commiatlonera have decided to 
give him a part of that land which 
was first laid out to John Bunrleli In 
Strasburg. The account states alao 
that he wants 100 acres more and the 
same was assured to him by a war- 
rant dated Oct. 22. ITir. This same 
year, the commissioners of property 
algned a patent to Qeorge Pierce tor 
600 acres in Sadsbury Twp.. dated 
May 24. 171.'., in right of John Hen- 
nery. In Harris's History will be 
tonnd an intereatlng record ot Btraa- 
burg land purchased in 1691. If thla 
Is a fact, it seems to be the earliest 
land taken up in the present county. 
In the same volume of the Arch., page 
600, there is a record of ttO aerea off 
land on a branch of the Pequea Creek, 
applied for by Richard Cloud, tor 
which he is to pay 78 pounds, and alao 
300 acres to Wm. Cloud. (See p. B97.) 
Thhs year, 1715, there was also an 
account of several other warrants, 
one to Robert 'Hodgen and Jamea 
Hendricks, for 8.500 acres at Con- 
estoga, ten pounds rmr 100 acres (see 
p. 595) and a warrant to Henry Wor- 
ley for 600 acres on a branch of a 
creek, whose name la not gtven. for 
erecting a mill. (Do. 595.) And one 
to Francis Worley for 1,000 acres in 
Conestoga. (Do. 602.) 



i;id — Land Taken Vp on the Sasqne- I'll — Land Laid Out at Stranborg'. 

hanna* la the second series of the Pa. 

In the 2d Ser. Pa. Arch.. Vol. 19. Arch„ Vol. 19, page B87, It la recorded 
p. 602. there is an account of a war- ! that a patent for 350 acres at Straa- 

rant being issued to John Salkeld for burg, was signed to Isaac I./efevpr. at 
400 acres of land. This is made up of , 10 pounds per 100 acres, dated Sept. 
375 acrea formerly granted to Rich- ; 25, 1714. 



Digitized by Google 



THE GBRilAN-SWiSS TAKE LANCASTER COUNTY LAND. 201 



The MUM year a warrant for 1,000 

acfpfl to James Hendricks, near 
Strasburg. at the same price, dated 
Daeember 28, 1714 (See vase S91) was 
graated. Also the same year and 
same date, a warrant to Peter Bellas 
at Strasburg, (or 200 acres at the 
same price, was granted; and aloo, 
Oie eame year and date, 1.000 acres to 
Thonias Hrirhmnn. of Strasburg. 

Rupp states that the land taken up 
by Peter Bellas was in the neighbor- 
liood of Smoketown, tliat Is near Bird- 
in-Hand, and that Daniel Harmon, 
William Evans and James Smith were 
neighbors, (p. 116.) 

1716— tiernan-SwIss Take I'p Some 
Lmd In Lancaster Coanty. 

In the second series of the Pa. 
Arch.. Vol. 19. page 607, it is set forth 

that in 1716. a warran? was issued to 
Anthony Pretter for 300 acres of land 
in Conestoga. dated November 16th — 
And page 608. a warrant dated Deeem- 
her 9. 1716. was set forth as being 
issued to John Gardner for 500 acres 
of land on the Conestoga River — and 
page 608 there is a patoit, dated De- 
cember 10. 1716, to Thomae Dawson 
for ^00 acres, near Conestoga. On the 
same page, tracts amounting to 12.871 
jusres, were granted to Ibhn Bstauch, 
near Conestoga — and page 609. a 
tract to Columbus McNair, for 200 
acres in Conestoga. In Pequea, in the 
jrear 1716 (See same book, page 609) 
there is a record of Daniel Flerre 
(now Ferry or Forry) applying; for 
■600 acres of land near Pequea. for 
which he was to pay in three months, 
10 ponnds for 100 acres. A warrant I 
was signed October 4th for the same. 

Also note here that In 1713 (Sec 
same book, page o74) Samuel Guilden 
•of Berne, the Monnonlto Ulnlster, 
asked for 800 acres in Straebnrg, with 
the rest of his brethren. The warrant 
was granted January 1, 1714. We will 
Aotiee this again under date of 1718. 



when it was -patented to Martin Ken- 
dig. 

This same year, a warrant was exe- 
cuted to Isaac Mever, dated October 
lOth for 300 acres, at Strasburg, and 

Rupp says, page 116, that this same 
year, Jacob Greider or KreidSr, Jacob 
Hostotter, Hans FVants, Shenks and 
others, settled on the banks of the 
Conestosa. He also says that Kreider 
and Hostetter arrived in America 
earlier than 1716. visited their breth- 
ren In faith at Pequea, and then 
settled on the north side of the Con- 
estoga, two miles south of the pres- 
ent site of Lancaster, and that here, 
they took up the 800 acres above re- 
ferred to. He recites that their first 
tent was covered with tow-cloth, 
which they brought along witli them, 
and that during the winter, the In- 
dians came to secure shelter with 
them and sleep by their fire. Rupp 
does not quote his authority. 

1717— A Few More Mennonlto Addi- 
tions This Year. 

This year a patent was signed to 
Hans Moyer at Strasburg for 700 
acres (Rupp 684). A considerable 

tract was also surveyed nenr the head 
of Pequea Creek, inculding the old 
Shawanna Town by Mathias Vanbib- 
ber for borne Gtermans to settlOb This 

year also, says Rupp. Hans Zimmer- 
man came to Lancaste Crounty (Rupp 
126) and Hans Graeff settled in Earl 
(Rupp 188). 

1717— The First Ship-loads of Men- 



Under tUs date^ we are given knowl- 
edge of the first ship lists of Menno- 

nltes, who were cominer to Pennsyl- 
vania, and up into the Susquehanna 
Valley. In Vol. 3, Ooh Rec, p. 29. It 
is stated that Oiptain Richard, Cap- 
tain Tower and Captain Eyer8(Ayers) 
waited on the Council of Pennsylvania 
with a list of Palatines or Mennonites 
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they had brought over in their ships i 
Aram liondoo. The ntsaiM are not 
given, but the record statee that 
Richards had 164, Tower 91 and 
Etyere 108; this makes a total of 363 
panona.^ TUa tbrowa aome light 
upon how rapidly onr Swlsa anoeatoraj 
were coming to this section. We be- 
lieve that nearly all of these settled 
In Laneaater County, because in the. 
year 1717, all who oama over ware| 
coming up to this region. In 1739, a 
list of 178 Lancaster County German - 
Swiss were naturalized and likely, 
maiir of tiiaae were among the list. 
^ ^JsH* St I* 826.) 

/ m?— Slaw Proirress of the Kennanlta 

Colonies. 

The Mennonlte colonies In Lancas- 
ter County seem to have made very 
little progreaa. There la a f«cord of 
only a few addlllona:! land grants. 
The principal one seems to be the one 
given to Martin Kendlg and Hans 
Herr of 5.000 acres, to be tak«i tip In 
aovmral parcels about Conestoga and 
Pequea Creeks at 10 Pounds per 100 
acres. The Pama. Pound was worth 
13.34 and, ihartfore, fhia would have I 
haan $38.40 for 100 acres or 32 cents 
an acre. In addition to this, there 
was the usual quit rent to pay. The 
record of fhla grant of land fa tannd 
In Vol. 19 of the Sec. Serlea of the Pa. 
Arch., p. 622, and it states that these 
two men took up the 5,000 acres for 
settlements for aeveral of their ooun- 
trynMD, lately arrtrad. The warrant 
was dated the 22nd of November, 1717.' 
In addition to this tract, the eame 
date^ warrants were signed for 15; 
other persona ahont Oone a toga for 
land, making a total of 6,67o acr^p, 
but this land may have been practi , 
oally the same that Kendig and Herri 
had applied for. The warrants arej 
set forth as follows: To Hans Mover, 
500 acres — Hans Kalggey, 100 acres- 
Christian Hearsey (Hershey), and^ 



Hans Pupather, 1000 acrea~Miohael 
Sbank and Henry Pare (Barr), 400 
aorea aaothar to Hans Pnpatber Ibr 

700 acres — another to Peter Leaman 
for 300 acres— another to Moiker 
Preneman (Br^Mineoian) for 600 aeraa 
—another to Henry and John Flink, 
550 acres — another to Christopher 
PanciscuB for 150 acree^-another to 
Michael Shenk for 200 aerea— another 
to Jaooh Landia and UlridE Harvey, 
150 acres — one to Emanuel Heer 
(Herr) for 500 acres — one to Abram 
Herr for 600 acres — one to Hans 
Taber, Isaae Kanlftaan and MeHEsr- 
man. 675 acres and one to Wcbaol 
Miller for 500 acres. 

We will see later that these were 
settled practically in a colony, neigh- 
bors to one another. It will be alao 
noticed that the authorities were not • 
slow in laying the assessment upon 
theee newcomers, and under the year 
of 1718 we find the first assessment 
list of Conestoga sets forth theee 
names and we have noticed that they 
have Jnst arrived about t3iia time. 
Chrlatopher Franelscus was more than 
an ordinary man and we will notice 
later his activity and his encounters 
with panthers and wHd animals about 
his home. 

1717— The ^vemor Advised the Flro- 
vteea to Protect Itself Agnlnat 

the Mennonttes 
In Vol. 2 of the Votes of Assembly, 
p. 217, Governor Keith in his address 
to the Aaaembly under the daita of 

1717, warns the province to protect 
itself against the great number of for- 
eign German Palatines now arriving. 
Keith aaya to the Assembly on the 

13th of October, "I must recommend 
to you in particular not to lose any 
time in securing yourselves and ail 
the people of thia colony tnm the in- 

conveniences which may possibly 
aripe by the unlimited number of for- 
eigners that without any license from 
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the King, or leave of this Govenuneiit. 
bave been treneported blther of late. 

and to provide 8om« discrete regula- 
tions to allay tbe apprehensions we 
are under, of greater numlbers, which 
I am iDtormed are te be dally expect- 
ed from Bo-rope." We can plainly un- 
derstand that he meant the Menno- 
Dites. because Englishmen, Irishmen, 
Scotcbmen and Welchmen were sot 
foreigners and the only oth«r persons 
coming: were these German Menno- 
nltes. It will be a pleasure to notice 
that Governor Keith a few yearn later 
changed hie oidnlon very mnch about 
these good people. 



1717~Greet Increase of the 
nite Colony Alarms the fiov- 
(eminent at Philadelphia. 

On the ntix of September ot this 
year, Governor Keith brought before 

his Council the fact that a greater 
number of Germans have lately come 
Into the province and that many of 
them are Mennonites, and therefore 
will not take the oath of allegiance, 
and that there ma^ be some danger 
In allowing them to come. He gives 
the matter to the attention of Ck>un- 
cil in the following words: 

"The Governor observed to the 
Board that great numbers of foreign- 
ers from Germany, strangers to our 
Langtiage and Constltutlone, having 
lately been imported into this pro 
vince dally dispersed themselves Im- 
me<Hately after landing, without pro- 
ducing any certificates, from whence 
they came and what they are; and as 
they seem to have first landed in Bri- 
tain and afterwards to have left it 
without any License, from the Gov- 
ernment, or 80 much as their knowl- 
edge, so In the same manner they be- 
haved here, without making the least 
application to himself or to any of 
tlie Magistrates: that as this practice 
might be of very dangerous conse- 
quence, since by the same method any 
number of foreigners from any na- 
tion whatever, as well enemies as 
friends, ml£^t throw themselves upon 



us; The Governor, therefore, thought 

it requisite that this matter should be 
considered by the Board, and accord* 
ingly It was considered, and It wee 
ordered thereupon, that all the mas- 
ters of vessels who have lately im- 
ported any of these foreigners be 
summoned to appear at this Board, 
to render an account of the numbers 
and characters of their passengers 
respectively, from Britain; that all 
those who are already landed be re- 
quired by a proclamation, to be iasued 
for that purpose; to repair within the 
space of one month to some Magis- 
trate, particularly to the Recorder of 
this City, to take such oaths appcrtnt- 
ed by law a- are n^^cessary to give 
assurances of their being well affect- 
ed to his Majesty and bis Govern- 
ment: But because some of these for- 
eigners are said to be Mennonites. 
who can not for <;onsclence sake, take 
an oath, that those persont be admit- 
ted upon their giving any equivalent 
assurances in their own way and 
manner and that the Naval Officer of 
this Port be required not to admit 
any inward bound vessel to an entry, 
until the master shall first give an 
exact list." 

In this we see that very few of our 
.Mennonite forefathers came over and 
joined the Colony of 1710 until about 
the year 1717. They are now coming 
rapidly as this extract from the re- 
cords tells us. 

An imi>ortant regulation in the 
Mennonite migration started from this 
Incident, that Is, It was now made the 
law that hereafter every .qhip must 
give an exact list of the Palatines im- 
ported by them before they will be 
allowed to land. From this action by 
the Governor and Council, we have 
today the complete records of the 
coming of these Mennonitt^s, including 
the times, the numbers, the ships In 
which they came and the names. 

1717— Leads Taken I'p By GenMm 
Swiss This Tear. 

According to the Penna. Archives 

(Vol. 19 of Series 2) Dan Morris re- 
ceived a warrant for 1,000 acres of 
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iMd at Conestoga, dated Oet. 12, 1717 
(p. 621)— Mart Kendlg and Hans 

Herr. for o.OOO acres In aevaral par- 
cels about Coaestoga and Pequeai 
Creek, for settlements for aeveral of 
thoir countrymen "lately arrived" 

dated Nov. 22. 1717, the total of 
which, however, reached 6.675 acres — ^ 
Viz. Hans Moyer 350 — Hans Haigg}': 
100— Cluist Hearscj and Hans Pm-I 
pacher 700--Peter I>»hman 300 — Mel- 
ker Preneman 500 — Henry and John 
Punk 500 — Christopher Franciscus 
150— Michael Shank SOO— Jacob Lan- 
des and Ulrich Harvoy 150 — Abram 
Herr 600— Rnianuol Herr 500— Hans 
Tuber, Isaac KauCtmau and Milker- 
man 075 and Michael MQller 500 
acros ( J) C)22). These foreigners were 
informed Lhey should be naturalized 
if they expect their children to be 
able to ftill heir to this land. (p.. 

1718— Oar Swiss Anceaton GaBptafai 
That Tkey Must Obey Laws They 
Hare >o Part in Making. 

lu a letter to Wm. Penn, dated .May 
20, 1718, the sam« year he died, our 
Swiss (Amlsh) amceetors complain 
lliat they are to be subject to laws in 
which they have no share in making, 
and which they do not want, or avail 
themselves of. In it they say "We are 
subject to the laws of God — you to 
the laws of men. We do not go to 
the elections — >W6 do not go to your 
Cou-rts of Justice— w« hold no <rfilcea, 
neither civil or military — we do not 
re-fuse to pay for our land, but we re- 
gard it ae a subject for complaint 
that we should be subject to dvU and 
military dominatdon. We came to 
Pennsylvania to enjoy the freedom of 
our opinions and of our bodies, and^ 
expect no otbw preecrlptlons of the' 
laws than anch as Qod has command- 
M Because we make no debts and 
need no latws to collect such, we 
ought not he compelled to pa> for the i 



support ot other criminals in Jails. 
We respect your rights — do you alaa 

re8i)ect our customs. We demand 
nothing from you beyond what the 
word of Giod Justifies/' 

Since their American freedom of 
that day and the laws were not sat- 
isfactory, to them, we (»n easi^ uu- 
dorstand how odious their attitude 
must have been at home In Berne. In 
the face of their partial dissatisfac- 
tion here, they prospered and grew, 
su that in 1883. they had 3,500 bap- 
tised membera — 41 chnrchea — 47 
preachers and eight bishops in Lan- 
caster County alone. (MXiller, pp. 
367 and 8.) 

1718— William IVnu. Jr., Was « 
Friend to the Mennonltes. 

In Vol. 3 of the Col. Rec., pp. 63 
and 64. there la a letter dated In 
which he flrst recites (p. 6S) the 
views of his father and then says, "I 
profess myself to be a minister of the 
Church of Bngland and recommend to 
be careful of her interest and protect 
the clergy: but also protect in their 
posaeseions such 'strangers' as are 
settled among us. for the public faith 
is concerned in It." We readily see 
by the la.st clause here that the 
Junior Peun referred to the Menno- 
nites as the strangers and ho ahows 
that, while his father was a Quaker, 
he was a member of tiio Church oC 
Bngland. 

1718— The First Assessment UsU 

In the first assessment list of Con- 
estoga, which included all of Laucaa- 
ter County from Stmaburg to tho 
River, and aa far North ae what to 
now Manhelm. the names of the Men- 
uonite families living hero in that 
year (1718) are as foltowa: 

Martin Kundig. Martin Milan, Chria- 
tlan Heer, .lohn Haer. Wendal! Bow- 
man. Jacob Miller. Joseph Sieman, 
Daniel Harmer, John Miller. John 
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Fimk» H«iii7 Carpeature, Henry 
Hayne. Christopher Franciscus. Peter 
Bellar, Benedictus Venrick. Daniel 
Perre, John Ferre, Philip Ferre, Isaac 
L«fevre, Richard Davis, Thomas Faik- 
ner, John Mllen, Hans Haure. John 
Taylor, Martyn Berr, Imanuel Heer. 
Henry Kundic & Son, Jacob Moyer, 
Hans Steff. Hans Keague. Jacob Grl- 
ter, Jacob Highstetter, John Widwcr, 
Andrew Koffman. John Broakpather. 
Junior, John Broakpather, Jacob 
BroalLpather, Peter Swoor, Abraham 
Heer, Melchior AriBman, Christopher 
Hearse & Son, John Toup, Henry 
Heer, Michael Bowman, Hance Bug- 
holder, Hans Neicomer. Melchior 
Prenamon, George Kendrick, John i 
Natts. Jnnr.. Michael Shank. Junr., 1 
Jorn Natts, Senr.. Henrj' Funk, Ben- 1 
jamiu Wilmer, Jacob Lundus, Hance' 
Henry Neff, Michael Miller. Felix 
Lundus. Jacob Kundrick. Junr.. John 
Frame. Charley Christopher Wool rick 
Howry. Stoffal Prenaman, Jacob ^ 
Hoober, Christian Stone, Isaac Fred-j 
erick & Son, Jacob Kundrick. Jacob 
Lundus, Junr.. Martin Hoyer, Hance, 
Boyer, John Bowman. Penedictusj 
Brackbill. Christian Sl^k. Michael 
Shank, Senr., Rndeur Moyer, Hance 
Brand. Hans flraff, Junr., Hans Graff. 
Senr., Peter Yorte, Torey Ebys. Hans 
Currick Moyer, Christian Shank, Hans 
Weaver. Woolrlck Hource, Peter La-! 
man. 

The original of this assessment llst| 
is in the possession of Gilbert Copej 
of West Chester. As may be seen 
from the above spelling; the German - 
Swiss names were not well de- 
ciphered. In addition to these Dutch- 1 
men. se they were oslled, there were, 
48 Englishmen settling or owning 
property there. ' 

' 1718— The Amish Protest Agminst 

PennN Lairs. 

In a previous article we set forth 
the protest of certain Amish brethren, , 



against the laws of Penn, concerning 

land, inheritance, etc. We simply 
call attention here to the fact that 
the same protest ie found in volume 
7 of Hasard's Register, psge 161, 
where, however, it appears in some- 
what different language. 

1718— The .\sscmbly Take Action on 
the Growth of Our Swiss Ancestry. 

In answer to the Governcar'ip» 
speech, the Assembly in an address 
drawn np by David Lloyd, ssy to the 
Governor that the Assembly feel a 
great concern at the coming of so 
many foreigners and that the Royal 
Charter seems to be taken against 
them, especially unless they take the 
propf'r tests to show that they are 
not his enemies. The Assembly went 
on further and suggested that it 
would be well for thp novcrnor to 
appoint a Committee of the Council 
to join a Committee of the Assembly 
and plan proper methods to remove 
Jealousies already raised in the 
minds of the inhabltant.s concerning 
these foreigners; and also to prevent 
the inconveniences which may arise 
frcmi their settlement in <me place or 
son^e nf them settling prmnlacuously 
among the Indians. 

This conclusion left the Menno- 
nites very little choice. They were 
not to be allowed to settle in one 
place and they were not allowed to 
settle promiscuously among the In- 
dians. The Governor replied to this 
on the 10th of January, two days later 
and said that he approved of the ap- 
pointing of a Committee to confer 
about these fiHwigners lately trans- 
ported here; but that he would delay 
action at present because he hn ! 
written home to England to find out 
the King's desire ui>on the matter. 

The upshot of it was that the As- 
sembly proceeded to introduce a law 
that the sum of 1 pence per pound 
and four shillings a head should be 
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laid ttpoD all thoM FakiiUnw that an 

taxable. This, however, was dolnff 
nothing more than putting the same 
tax ou them as the other subjects , 
ware taxad. (Ctoa Votes of Assembly' 
JanttSfar 10, 1718.) 

1718-Larg» AddttleM le tke JfeBM. 
■lie Celeijr to laMMlmr Couty. j 

This year, accordinK to the records, | 
a considerable addition was made to 
the number ut Muuuouites in our > 
oottDty; but I can not find anjr men- 
tion of a church built by them at this 
dalo. It is likely they held their ser- 
vices in the different homes before 
thesr built tbetr church, the whole 
body gathering Sunday after Sunday 
at these different places. There is no ] 
doubt that they had services because 
their minister was usuallj the leading 
man of the Colony from the beginning. 

This year, as shown In volume 19 ' 
of the Second Series of the Pa. Arch., 
p. 626. there Is considerable set forth 
showing tlip activity of these Menno- 
nite forefathers. It is slated that the 
late aettlementfi on and near the Con- 
estoga Creek have made It necessary 
that the Indian fields about the town 
should 1h' enclosed by a good fence 
to secure the Indians' corn from the 
horses, cattle and hogs of the new 
settlers. A patent was also granted 
to I.iaac li4'fpver for 300 acres at 
Strasburg. And Pupather, Hershey, 
Sbenk and Heniy Pare were given 
patents for the land which they took 
up last year (p. 628). Matrin Kendig 
was given a patent for his 800 acres. 
Wendell Bowman also got a deed or 
patent tUs year for his part of the 
Mennonlte tract which he first took 
up in 1710; and so did Hans Moyer. 
Mellcer PrenemAn, Jacob Hochstater. 
Jacob Ibaartor and Obrlstopher Fran- 
ciscus. the land bolna: all abont Stras- 
burg. According to Rupp, these par- 
ties all joined one another and lived 
In and about the neighborhood of 



Straaburg. The ssme year lead was 

also taken up by Theodorus Dby at 
Coneatoga. His land it seems, was 
iooated on Mill Creeic, and when the 
road was Isid out from the Junction of 
the Cocalico and the Conosfoca. down 
to what is now Dowingtown in 1726. 
it spealcs of the same running by 
Doras Bby's mlU on Mill Greek. (Do. 
p. 632). Later In the year ITlff, 
pat(»iits were granted to Hans Graeff 
and Christopher Frunclscus, (Do. p. 
639). Abram Herr also got his deed 
or patent — Henry Pare got his deed 
for :{00 acres at Conestoga and Hans 
Sheuk took up 200 acres at the same 
place. (Do. p. 640). 

This same year. Hans Graeff took 
uj) 1100 acres more near Strasburg by 
a new warrant, (Do. p. 642). The 
same year Michael Danager, late of 
Germany, was given a warrant for 300 
acres of land near Pequea. Joseph 
Stehman 100 acres near Coneatoga 
and Christian Slxme 100 acres, (Do. 
p. (l.'iO). This is the record as far as 
the Land Commissioners' books show 
the state of the land talcen by our 
Mennonlte ft>reCathers at tills tfaiai 

We notice at this time that a oon- 
siderable number got their warrant 
or rights to land in 1710. nearly all 
about the n^ghhorhood of Strasburg 
and a few about the same time along 
the Conestoga. near where the Little 
Conestoga and Big Constoga come to- . 
gether. whidi Is in the nelghbothood 
of Rook HUl; and nopatsntsor deeds 
were given, with perhaps a ver>' few 
exceptions, until 1718, In which year 
tiie patMita or deeds were signed and 
delivered, and we find many of them so 
recited In onr records in the Record- 
er's Office; and also tliat in thie lat- 
ter year of 1718, a new lot of appli- 
cations for land were made and a new 
lot of warrants given. This shows 
that there was a second incoming of 
Palatines hi 1717, and hetwoMi the 
two dates, there Is no reoord of very 
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many having come. The Colonial 
Records do not oontain accounts o( 
any arrtTlng batvMii tlieM two datea. 
ThoM who took up their land In 1717 
did not get their doeda or patents 
until about 1734. 

Aa to the Menuonite population in 
Lanoaater County In 1718, there la no 
record except the assessment list of 
Conestoga Township, which I have 
found in charge of Gilbert Cope at 
Weat Cheater. Thla Ilat contains 86^ 
Dntchmen and 43 Englishmen, as 
being aasesaed in Coneatoga at this 
time. 

Therefore, ayeraglng these early 
Mennonlte families at six in a family. 

including parents, it would spem »s if 
there were fully 500 Mennonltes in 
Conestoga. at this date. Am Conestoga. 
at that time. Included what la now , 
Strasburg and Pequea. wp may say I 
that it Included all of the seltled parti 
of Lancaster County. Thus in the first | 
eight years, from 1710 to 1718, the| 
Mennonlte population of Lancaster | 
County reached perhaps the neigh- 
borhood of 600 persons. There were 
practically no other Inhabitants in 
th« Conestoga and Pequea Creek 
vallpys at this time, as tbp Scotch- 
Irish had not yet come up to the 
Donegala. So that lAnoaater Connty, 
at that time, waa wholly a Mennonlte 
aettlement 

1718 — ^Emanuel Zintmerman— A Won- 

derfal Amlsh-JlMhontte Bey. 

The great concensus of opinion Is 
to the eifect that Hans Herr and 
Martin Mylin. Dr. Hana NdT and a 
few others were the leading aplrits 

of the early Mennonltea In Lancaster 
County and there is no doubt that 
these elderly fathers were the very 
teok bone of the first VemMmlte s«t> 
tlera: they managed the spiritual, 
financial and businees affairs for their 
brethren. But in 1717 there appeared 
within what la now the bonnda of 



Lancaster County, an Amish-Menno- 
nite boy, 15 years of age, who was 
gifted with a wonderful Intellect, re- 
llgioua aplrlt and atrong oonatltntlon. 

At the early age of 16, In the year of 
1718. it is asserted he drew the 
memorial we have Just referred to. for 
hla brethren, addreaaed to William 
Penn. He lived to be seventy-eight 
years of age, dying in 1780, after hav- 
ing served as Justice of the Peace, 
Judge and Member of Asaembly many 
years. Mr. Conyngham haa Oie fol- 
lowing to say of him, as may be aeen 
in Vol. 7 of Haz. Reg., p. 152: 

"Henry Zimmerman arrived in 
Pennsylvania In the year 1698, and 
returned afterwarda to Bunwe Cor hla 

family, whom he brought out in 1706; 
and settled first in G^rmantown, and 
removed within the present bounds of 
Lancaster County (then Chester 
County) In 1717. 

Bnianuel Zimmerman, son of Henry, 
was the most disUnguished of all the 
early settlers. He possessed Crom na- 
ture, an ardent love for liberty in 
every form, zealous and active in 
every pursuit. His mind was finely 
organized; and he enjoyed an un- 
bounded Influence over the whole set- 
tlement Tunkera^ Aymenlah. Lutii- 
erans. Calvanlsts, and Mennonites. all 
applied to him in any emergency. He 
possessed as strong a constitution as 
Intellect He wan bom In SwItser- 
land In the year 1702. and died in the 
year 1780. He lived beloved, and died 
lamented, by all denominations. He 
was In every senae an honest man — 
always Just, liberal and tolerant He 
was arbitor In all matters of dispute 
among his neighbors: and from his 
decialona, they never appealed; ai»eh 
was the oonfldmice In hla Inte^tty. 

The memorial of the Ayrnenish and 
Mennonites. breathes the spirit of a 
William Tell. It was written prob- 
ably by Omatnnel Zimmerman, aa hla 
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name is attached to it, on behalf of , 
the Mennonltee, Ainlsh, etc. I 

The memorial ia dated May 20.* 
1718. William Penn died on the 30th 
of July of fhp gaine year. In Bngland. i 
Sir William Keith was deputy gov-' 
emor; and It doea not appear, from 
any record that I can trace, that he 
pver art<»d iii>on the memorial." The 
later services of Emanuel Zimmer- 
man I will mention under later 
datea. 

1718— Vanfrer from the Wfld Beaats 

in the Monnonlte Country 

In thp same book and page last 
spoken of, the following appears from 
the pen of Conyngham: 

When the Amiah Mennonltea firat 

settled on the Pequea, Its wooda Were 

infested by wolves and panthers. 
These animals committed great depre- 
dattoDB, especially among the sheep. 
The huntera would laugh at t!ip 
Aniish, l)eean.«(e they wovild not at- 
tempt to destroy them. The Ainish 
said in Juatiflcatlon, "That they con- 
sidered it a crime to deprive any of 
God's creatures of life, except those 
which God gave us for our use; and 
that to Instruct youth in the nse of 
flrearniB. would be to lead them to 
eternal ruin."' "You," said an old 
Amlsb to a hunter, "pursue the deer, 
the fox and the squirrel, and neglect 
not only your farm, but your family. 
We give your rhiUlren bread, when 
you leave them destitute. You are 
improvident — we are provident. Tour 
race will be short — ours will be long. 
In the eye of tho Almlshty, who dis- 
charfres his duty? You or I?" 

1718— Customs of Kurly Amish- Men- 
nites. 

Mr. Conyngham in Vol. 7 of Haz. I 
Reg., p. 150, speaks thus of the early | 
dress of the people saying that the' 



long beards ol the men and the short 
petticoats of the females, juat cover- 
ing the knee, attracts the attention of 
the English settlers. He further 
says, "The men wore long red caps on 
their heads; the women bad neither 
bonnets. &ata or caps, but merely a 
string passing around their head to 
keep the hair from the face. The 
dress of both mnie and female waa 
domsatlc. quite plain, made of a 
eoarse material, after an old fashion 
)f their own. 

Soon after their arrival in Philadel- 
phia, they took a westerly oourae in 

pursuit of a location, where they 
couljj all live in one vicinity. They 
selected a rich limestone countr:^'. 
beautifully adorned with sugar maple, 
hickory, and black and white walnut 
on the border of a delightful stream, 
j,'oounding In the finest trout — here 
they raised thetr hmnblo cabins. The 
water of the Pequea was clear, cold 
and transimrent, and the pr.ape vines 
and clematis, intertwining among the 
lofty branehea of the majeatlc buttou" 
wood, formed a pleasant retreat .tram 
the noon beams of a aummer sun. 

These emigrants were neither stim- 
ulated by the desire of distinction, or 
the love of wealth. They approved of 
an equalisation of rank and property. 
All they refiuired was sufficient land, 
from which by their own industry, 
they could raise produce for the tup- 
port of their res|>ectlTe fsmillea. Tea. 
coffee. West India sufrar. and spiritu- 
ous liquors, were not considered by 
them, either as useful or necessary. 
The sugar tree supplied them with 
susrar and molasses. Th»y had. there- 
fore, no w^ant but what they could 
gratify. 

As land was easHy acquired. It waa 

in the power of each individual to lie 

a large proprietor but this neither 
agreed with their professions and 
pracUaes." 
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1718— Earlleet Form of A4Bliltt«r- 1 and breaks it then hands It around 



lag Sacnnont BaptiiB» otc 

Mr. CSonyngham In the Mune hook 

last referred to, p. 131, g-lves this as 
the early form of baptism, which he 
says they had brought over from the 
old country. "In admlntoterins the 
right of baptism the rollowlng rule 
was observed: The person to be bap- 
tised being an adult kneels; a 
preacher holds Us hand over him or 



the table saying "Take. eat. this is 
my body;" then taking up the pitcher, 
he returns thanks to God. then band- 
Jag the pitcher to the congregation* 
he says "Drink ye all of it.** The peo- 
ple partake of the Holy sacrament 
whilst walking arooind the tabie, talk- 
ing wttb each other aooiably; and 
after having llniahed the bread and 
wine, sine; a hvmn and then retum to 
their rpspectlve dwellings." 



her while the deacon pours water Into 
the hands of the preacher, which runs 1718 — The Mennonlte Settlement, the 



on the he^d of the person to be baj;>- 
Used» after which prayer accompanied 
by the imposRlon of lumda oloeee the 
ceremony.*' 



Thickest Settlement in tbe Inter* 
lor of the ProTinee. I 

In Vol. 3 of the Co!. Upc, p. 37. un- 



Conyngham then goes on and gives the date of the 13th of Febriiary. 
the form that another sect practised i l^^^, Governor Keith acquainted the 
on the same pa«e. aa foUowa: "One { Board of certain dangers at Conestoga 

of the Mennonist sect baptise after \ Maryland people and he says that 
this fashion; the person to be bap- they were siirvoylnEc land not far 
tised is accompanied to a stream ol 1 '^^^ Conestoga, ''near the thickest o£ 
water by a large number of people, i settlements'* to tlie great distuil)- 
attended by persons playing on vari- 1 ^<^® of the neighborhood there. I 
oiis instruments of mu^'.c and some s'mply quote this item to show that 
sinking. The preacher stands on the the Governor called this Uie thickest 
bank and pours water on the head of of our interior settlements. 



1718 — Swiss and Germans Who Came 
to Lancaster County Prior 
to This Date. 



the person, who is In the atream, say- 
ing "I baptise thee in the name of the 
Father, and of 'the Son. and of tbe 
Holy Ghost." 

What sect of them followed thlsi In Vol- * the Statutes at Large 
custom, I can not tell. As to the ! ^P- ^^"^^ there is a list of persona who 

early mode of sacrament, tho form ca"ie from Switzerland and the Palat- 
was this, says C^nynghara, on the '^*te to Lancaster County, prior to 
sirae page; "The principal ancient 1^1^- The list in part is the same aa 
SCennonista pursue the mode pointed assessment i!st of Ooneatoga 
out in the New Testament, in admin- Township of 1718. which wn have 
istering the sacrament. See the «iven; bat there are the following 
eishteenth verse of the twenty-sixth o*™** ^ addition to those appearing 
chapter of St lC»tthew. The preacher !<» 

sends a message to a member — "Make' Martyn Mylin, Jacob Funk. Pran- 
ready for the prissover." In the oven- cisctis Neiff, Sr.. Francisciis Noiff. Jr., 
ing the congregation collect; and on. Abraham Burkholder, Michael Boh- 
a table are placed small loaves of man, John Frederic. Bfartin Hamtot. 
bread and a pitcher of wJne, and as Michael Mire, Henry Bare, Peter 
they cat. the preacher blesses the Bumgartner. Melcor Rrishman, Jacob 
bread (see tbe twenty-sixth verse) Goot, John Woolslegle, Jacob Mire, 
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Chrl8loi>her Somers, Joseph Stone- i 
man, Daniel Ashleman, Chriatopher 
Peelman. Abraham Have. Jacob 
Biere. Peter Yordea, Peter LeUXUUl, 
John Jacob Snevely, Isaac Coffman, 
Andrew Coffman, Woolrich Rodte, 
Boody Mire. JaoOb Bheme, John Coff- 
man, Michael Doneder, Andrew 
Shults, Christian Preniman, Mathla« 
Slaremaker, big John Shank, Jacob 
ChurtB, John Croyder, Jj^h n Leeghte^ 
John HMmdier. Peter"N tP oumiS, 
David Longnicker, Abraham Mire, 
Woolrich Honser, John Mire, Henry 
MuBSleman, Peter Ay be, Hans Goot, 
Christian Stan«r. John j«^k y jyfcy 
WllUanx Tvoiighma'n, Proderlc Stay, 
Jolin Line. John Shoope, Bastlan 
Royer, Jonas Lerow, Simeon King, 
Joyn Aybe and Bv<srard _J LeMP « Oon- 
«aC0Ka wtm a large section in those 
times. This list includes resldonts of 
the whole county. 

1718 — Land Grants and Warrants 
This Year on the ConeHtoga. 
Vol. 19 of the Sec. Ser. of the Pa. 
Arch. Mts forth the folkmtng w«r> 
rants for or grants of land in 1718 in 
Lancaster Cotinty. The list for Oon- 
estoga consists of 200 acres to Moses 
Oonkb, a brotiber-ln-law of Peter Bl- 
laHon (p. il25) — patent to Hans Pupa- 
ther, 700 acres — ^to Pupather and Her- 
shey, 1000 acres— to Daniel Herman 
460 ac roa t o lfleha«l Sbenk and 
Henry Pare, 400 acrea (p. 628)— war- 
rant to Theodorus Bahy, 300 acres (p. 
637)— patent to Thos. Baldwin, 200 
acres, stated as a part of the tract 
laid out to J^mea Headrlcka— warrant 
to Henry Pare. 300 acres — warrant to 
Hans Shenk. 200 aces, (all p. fi40) — 
warrant to Robert Wilkins 150 acres, 
abOTe Conestosa (p. 641)— warrant to 
Thoe. Morgan, on branch of the Oon- 
estosra Creek — warrant to G«,brlel 
Davis, 450 acres, same place — warrant 
to Hugh Haghes. 500 aoree eame place 
(all page 642)— warrant to William 



Hews. 400 acres near Conestoga, 
648)— warrant to Richard Carter, Con- 
eotoga 800 aicrea (p. 649)--grant to 
Joseph ataman, 100 acres near Con- 
estoga — warrant to Christian Stone or 
Steman, 100 acres near Coneatosi 
(both page 650). 

We may waj In reference to the 
tract of Theodorus Baby that it was a 
grant on Mill Creek, at the point 
where the Old Peters Road today 
croaaea that creek, known aa the Ren- 
ler Mill. This mill of Theodoroa 
ii:aby is referred to in the laying out 
of a road in 1726. (tbe records of 
which are In Cheater County), ex- 
tending from near Downlngtown. orig- 
inally, to the Junction of the Gooall- 
CO and Conestoga Creeks. 

We note alao that it became neces- 
sary at thla time lior PMm'a landoom- 
missioners to order James Steele, the 
surveyor general, to pre%-ent Mary- 
land from surveying lands about Con- 
estoga, among our Oermana. (Do 625). 

1718— Tke Ctonnm Cattle a^ tte b. 
dtaa Gam Fleldi at Gtntfagiu 

Vol. 19, of the See. Ser. of the Pa. 

Arch, sets forth that the late settle- 
ments on or near Conestoga Creek 
make necessary that the Indian fields 
about the town ahonld be cloaed by 
a good fence to secure the Indians' 
corn from the horses, cattle and hogs 
may fence in 200 acres more for con- 
venience of paaturage; ^ aerea were 
of the new settlora; and the govern 
ment, therefore, ordered that thp 
fences should be made and that James 
Logan ahonld pay for the aama oat of 
public tonda^ not over S0,000 fioimda. 

1718-^afeii GttOMia at CoMttiaga 
AUtwed ta FcMa Off FMtvnge. 

In the same book, page 644, ft is 
stated that at a meeting of the land 
commissioners, held Jan. 18th, thit> 
year, Joim Cartlldge, haTlng ae a t a rt 
hhneetf between Ckmeatoga Creek ami 
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the Sttsqueliaiuia River, desires a \ trantlng on said river, end to include 
grant of 300 acres, and also that he the said Improvement: to extend as 
,arrante<l to hini at ten pounds per far back Into the woods as the place 
hundredweight and one shilling sterl- will bear, tor which said Peter agrees 
ins quit rent The 200 aeree he Is to ftve 70 {Munds and 1 shUIIng 
permitted to fence in and hold for yearly, sterling, quit rent to Christo- 
l>asturage for the term of fourteen pher. Warrant signed Jan. 26, 1719, 
years, in consideration of the good for 700 acres. 

services he has done among the new i7i8_3f.ryian4 Kturoaches on Owr. 
settlers of those parts as well «s to 

(he In. Hans, whose tov,-n is very near Uerman Land, 

to his dweiaing. A warrant for said ^« Penna. ArelL 

grant is algned dated Dec. 11, 1716. for Vol. 10 (p. 026) It Is recorded that. 
800 acree. and tor 200 acres. Mathfas Van Bebber from Maryland, 

taking with him Henry l^lollingsworth 
1718— ChrlttlaB Sehtafel** Old 3IIII surveyed a considerable tract near 
Site Granted te Bdnmd Cartlldge. 'head of Pequea, Including In same 
In the same book (p. 644) we find o'fl Sawannah town, by virtue of war- 
Edmund Cartlidge having purchased rants from Maryland and offerptl the 
a pretended right of Christoipher . people settled there under this gov- 
Scblegle to a tract of land and ordt- : ernmnt to sell lands In right of 
nary grist mill on a mnch of the | Maryland and make good titles. An- 
Con*^toga. which the said Christopher ^ros issued proceedings to dispossess 



by not comi)lyinK with tlie terms on 
which it was granted, became void. 
But the said Edmund having since 
buUt and erected a good mill on the 



them and ten pounds reward to any 
one aptprshending the surveyor. 

Jamee Steel was ordered to OoneS' 
toga to present like ord«rs there. 



same land, thf> grant of 400 acres to' At the same time 500 acres near the 
be laid out to him, including his old Sawannah Town on the Pequea 
holldtogB end improvements tor 10 creek was surveyed to Col. French, 
pounds 100 acres and 1 shilllnu: qnitjtor Interest he took in keeping 
rent and was signed Oct. 1. 1717, tor Maryland people from taking up land 
4O0 acres. in the Pequea Valley, that was in- 

1718 — Nathaniel Christopher's Tract tended for our Germans. These oper- 
AboTc Conestoga, CIranted to i Atkms took place evidently near the 
Petor w— liif. { of the Pequea Cre^ in Sallshnry 

_ ^ - . township. There was such a town 

u^*^.T.t?':r**'»?",,ir*^** "^^'•^^ " was the town of the 
t Je etated that Peter Blialkm. bav- g^^^^ j^^^^, ^ 

ln« purchased a small Improvement ^ ^^j^ ^ Octorara. 

made by Nathaniel Christopher on Christiana, and another at the 

the SusQudianiia River above Con- ^^^.^^^ Sequehan. 
estoga, desires to purchase 700 acres; 

of land to include the said improve- 1718— A Few Pequea Settlements, 
ment, the whole being for Nathaniel This year, according to the same 
and his wife, daughter of John Ccmb, ^ book, there were additional warrants 
late of Philadelpliia. It Is agreed that for land on the Pe<iuea, some to the 

700 acres laid out to said Martha. Swiss and some to the Ens^lish. 
the wife of said Peter Bizallon. in the Thre was a patent to Ezekial Kennett 
place aforesaid, in a regular tract ■ for 200 acres (p.* 62.'>)— one to Wil- 
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liam MIddleton for 100 acrps. (p. 640) 
— warrants to Owen O'Neil, John 
Blake and David Jones each 100 
acres (p. 621)— and, also. (p. 660), 
tliera la a record of a warrant to 
Michael Donnager for 300 acres, near 
Pequea Creek, and be was to pay one 
shilling sterling per 100 acres year- 
ly, quit rent. The tame year a war- 
rant was given to Thomas Bdwrad for 
250 acres "back In the county of 
Chester" (p. 651). There Is a fur- 
ther record about the John Frencn 
tract, (p. 661) the same year. 

m8-Laad Taken Abeni flinabnrg 
TUi Tear. 

In the same book (p. 628) thr«e 

hundred acres were granted to Isnac 
Ijefever at Strasburs anl the patent 
was granted to Hans Hawry (Howry) 
for 300 acres at Strasburg and fifty 
acres land (p. 6Sl2) — and at the same 
I>age, there is a record of a paten: to 
Wendell Bowman for 250 acres at 
Straaburg, and it stated to be "pai-tof 
the land granted to the Palatines in 
1710" — at tl)'!' same i)ase also arc re- 
corded a patent to Hans Moyer ai 
Straaburg for 360 acres— one to 
Melker Prenneman for .'oo acios and 
a warrant to Jacob Hockstatter for 
250 acres at the same place and a'.^o 
a warrant to Jacob Kryter for 250 
acres, (p. 633) — a warrant for 200 
acres to Christopher FranclsciiB--( p. 

639) a patent to Hans GraeCf for 300 
acres— one to Christopher Frandscus 
for 150 acres and one to Hans Snyder 
for 200 acres, all at Strasburg and (p. 

640) there is recorded a patent to 
Abram Herr for 600 acres at Stras- 
burg; and (at p. 642) a warant to 
Hans T..inp. Strasburg. for 900 acrPs; 
and also a warrant to Hans Graeff for 
1100 acres at Strasburg. All these 
warrants and patents in and abol.t 
Strasburg were granted by Penn's 
land authorities, in the year 1718. 



We remember that this year, or 
perhaps the later part of the previous 
year, there was the first big migra- 
tion of Swiss and Oermans to our 
county, after the first colony came in 
1710 and 1711 and perhaps, 1712. be- 
tween whldi two settlements, there 
was yean of a raeess. 

1718— Lands Taken I p at Snsqna- 

hnnna This Year. 
Turning in the same book to Sus- 
quehanna, we find that a warrant was 
granted ttiis year to lay out to Peter 
Carterer, 300 acres on the Susque- 
hanna "where his fath*r liad settled, 
at his father's request" and (p. 634) 
a warrant to John. Henry Henlsonfor 
laying out 100 acres at Susquehanna, 
part of 10.000 acres sold to Rcdegeltit 
by his land commissioners, a part of 
which Redelgeldt transferred to Henl- 
son. 

in»-Mait Myites flan Factarj. 

Rupp tells us that Martin Mylin, 
who landed here in 1710. built a gun 
factory on Mylin's run in Lampeter 
Township in 1719. (Rupp, p. 74.) It 
is well known that the gun factory 
industry was begun In this section 
very early. In the time of the Revo- 
lutionary War, there was a gun fac- 
tory in ^e noi!?hborhood of Smithville 
on a run of water there, and in other 
parts of the county. 

1719— Dnnkards In Feqaea, or Con- 



Kuhns tells us that this year the 

Dunkards were founded. Alexander 
Mack of Schwarzenau In Westfalia, be- 
gan the foundation of that faith as 
early as 1708. Thonfl^ they became 
pprfected as an organisation about 
1719 and on or about the same year 
twenty of those famileis came and 
settled in Gtennantown— on the SUp- 
jiarh. Montgomery County — at 01ey» 
Berks County, and on the Cone8t0gS» 
Lancaster County. (Kuhns, 179.) 
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up the same (2 votes of Assembly, p. 
253). 



1719— Oerman-Swiss Properties at 
Coaesto^ 

This year, according to the records 1719— Mill Creek llennonite Settle- 
of Pmo'a land oommlaslonera. David mni Btgum* 

Ptowell agreed to take 3.000 acres of I conyngham In Vol. 7 of Hasanl'a 

vacant land back of the late survey, j^g^ p i24. says that the word 
upon which he had settled divers -Tf.nkers" was a name given to the 
families of Palatines, to whom he sold sect that broke off from the Baptists 
the whole 3»00O acres. This waa tor*\n Philadelphia and moved up the 
300 pounds. (Second Series of the ' country. In the year 1719. about 
Pa. Arch. Vol 19. p. (>£?,.) William 'wenty families came to Philadelphia. 
Grimpson. "who dwells on the road some settled at Pequea. some at Ger- 
going to C-onestoga." is to have 100 mantown, some at Skippack, etc. In 

. acres that belonged to John Hendrlelca ) ™w« »»»» thirty famf. 

^ (p. 690). Hans Weaver was given 500 ' nrrived within the province, be- 
acres on the Conesto^a Creek, four 'onsing to the original church of 
miles above Hans Groff s. James Le- 8o>iwardzenau. The Tankers were 
tort who had taken up land between o^glnally Calvanlsts and were bap- 
the Conestoga and the F^estang on ■^''''"^ ^-^''^ Sf^i^^-'irdae- 

Hie east side of the Susquehanna ' '^a"- The words. Tankers In German 
River, at a convenient place to trade i -Baptists in Greek-and Dippers In 
vith the Indians, desired 500 acres I English, have all the same signlllca. 



more laid out frimtlng on the river, 



tion. Persecntlon drove some to Hol- 



and a warrant dated Jan. 2o. 1719. was ^^d some to Crefcldt. The orl?- 

granted to him. The price was oO congregation removed from 

pounds and 15 shllUnffs quit rent. ! Schwardxenan to Somstervln fai Fdes- 

„ . ^ land, and from thence to Pennsylvania 

1719— Xew Strasburg Laid Out. \ 1719 

In the aame book (P. «2) under ij^o-Lands Taken I p in Conestoga 
thla date. It is stated that Edward ^ . i <^ f ^ 

and Strasburg by Swiss and 



Germans. 



Ream Is given 200 acres of land near 
New Strasburg, at 20 pounds and 1 
shilling quit rent. Just where this Is, I This year 600 :^cres of Uud were 
Is difncult to tell. It Is well known { warranted io David Lewis on a branch 

that Everhard Ream, about 1724, was ' of the Cone.stoga — In tvro parcels (2nd 
given the first grant of land, which is Ser. Pa. Arc'i.. Vol. 19, p. 707). The 
BOW Reamstown. I same year Walter WrJters and others 

I7I9-A Uw to be Drawn in Favor of country back In the 

' Conestoga branches to find a place to 



the Metfeallei. 

On the 11th of February of this 

year a motion was made in the As- 
sembly that leave be granted to bring 
in a bill to settle and confirm the for- 
eigners In their possessions and to 
make firm all the sales heretofore 
made by them. The Assenibly ordered 
that leave be granted to bring in such 
a bill and David Uoyd should draw 



settle themselves and tlieir families, 
where they desired 2.000 acres, above 
the landa of Evan Jones and others. 
They wore allowed 1,000 acres. This 
was on tlie head waters of Conestoga 
(Do. 708). There were settlements 
the same year on OcMraro — to James 
Potton. 200 acres near Notiiusrham 
and to John Matthews, near Mus- 
grove's 200 acres (Do. 704-708). 
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About the same time. Hans Oeo. ' 
Sbutz and Mathlas Reuger were given 
500 acres of land tn^ludlag the old 
plantation, where Peter P. BUalionj 
lived (Do. 626) and Thomas Edwards' 
was given 250 acres "b&ck in the i 
Connty of diester** whidi wm the 
name of this section before Lancaster 

County was prrn-tod (Do. 651). I 
Page 289 of same book, it is stated] 
that a tract of 80»000 aerea In the up- 1 
per part of Chester County was laid 
out soon after it was first pu-rchaaed; 
in 1686. I 
We may also note that, in 1686, by j 
Act of Assembly. 20,000 atves of land | 
on the Conestoj^a were vested in Chas. 
Reed and others in trust. This, later 
deeds show, tacluded practically thei 
whole pentawula, between Pequea and ' 
Conesto?!ra creeks, fro'n the Susque- 
hanna River, many miles up said 
creeks. (Recorder's Office of Lancas- 1 
ter Co.. Book B. p. 218, etc.) i 

ITW— Veuoiilto CUMnn Plnj With 
the ladtaBi, 

A very Intereeting topic !n the life 
of the Mennonlte families in the early 
times is shown in 7 Haz. Reg., p. 163,; 
In an account given hy the ancient I 
Amish-Mennonlte of those early times, 
CJB follows: 

"An aged member of the Amish or. 
Ommlsh faUh relates, that he often I 
heard his gnutidfather cay, ^Lat his ' 
fn.ni fly was one ol the first of the 
Buroi>ean8 who settled west of the 
Conestoga. That the Indians lived I 
near them ; and that the German and 
Indian children would frequently 
play together in the neighbouring | 
wigwam. Some times you would see; 
them engaged \n conests of foot race; 
in which the Indian lads would excel 
although the German lads would dis- . 
card their clothes, to put them on an > 
ijquality of the naked savages. Some 
times with the bow and arrow, but 
here the little Indians would all show 
their superiority In eklH, and accuracy j 



of aim. In wrestling, and in most of 
their exercises, the Indian boys ex- 
celied; but in the mechanical arts the 
little emigrants had the advantage. I 
have often eeen the chielii reclining 
on the ground leaning on the arm. 
looking at the diversions and amuse- 
ments of the children! and when the 
little Indian would excel, they would 
laugh very heartily. 

It would not unfroquently happen, 
that the little Germans would show 
some degree oi auger, when they were 
unsuoeessfttl, hy giving a hlow. and 
taking up a stone and unceremonl> 
ously hurl it at the head of a competi- 
tor, which the little Indians would 
receive with the utmost complacency. 
I was one day amused by seeing a 
rtruKslo l>e-tween an Indian and a 
Uenuau, the former was younger, but 
more active than the latter, and the 
little son of the forest was evidently 
playhii? wdth the strpns^th of his ad- 
versary; the German became heated, 
and exerting all his strength, en- 
deavored to throw his adversary with 
some force upon the ground, but the 
wily Indian gave a sudden trip, which 
caused the Oerman to tell beneath: 
who, rising angrily, selMd a stone 
and levelled his opponent to the 
earth. The chiefs who were near 
laughed very heartily, for the little 
white faces dM not stay to see the 
result, but ran hastily homewards, 
dreading the severe catigation. In all 
and every transaction, we had wlUi 
the Indians, we found them mild and 
peaceable: and as just related, not 
disposed to revenge, when the act ap- 
peared to he a momentary hunt of 
passion. I have often seen the Uttle 
Bronnemans. children of a Mennonlst 
omigrant, playing in the most sportive 
and Innocent manner with the little 
red faces, and I never knew or beard 
of one little white face recelvlnsr an 
injury from their red brethren; thst 
is. no Intentional Injury. 
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1781— ArrlTftl of ■ Ship-Load of Ger. 
miM and Siviss TnimJgrailta Ntl 
OfficiaUy Keeorded. 

hi the Aineriran Weekly Mercury, 
under date of September 1, 1720, there 
is an item stating that **tbe ship 
Laurel, Jobn Oappel from Llyerpool, 
with 240 odd Palatines, who came here 
to settle" just arrived 

This is the only place where a re- 
cord of this shipload of these people 
la to be found. It is not in "Rupp's 
Thirty Thousand Names," nor in any 
of the ship registers. Pennypacker in 
his i»refaee to the reprinted flret toI- 
ume of the Mercury says that this is 
the only place any knowledge of this 
particular shipment of iounigrants is 
to be found. The "American Wedcly 
Mercury," which began publication on 
the 22nd of December. 1719. in Phila- 
delphia, was the third newspaper in 
United States, in point of time. The 
llrat was a newspaper called "Public 
Occurances." first issued September 
25, 1690. in Boston, then the "Boston 
News Letter." llrat issued in 1704— 
then the '*Mercury." There was a 
icipor known as the "Boston Gazette," 
issued on the 21st of December. 171d, 
but as that was the <mly iaane, we 
may say it died the day it began, and 
thus, could hardly 1>e called a newa- 
paper. 

The Absence of Avarice In 

£arly Germaii-Swiss Life. 

We are told in an article in Vol. 7 
of Haz. Reg., p. 150, of a reply made 
by a Mennonite in 1720 upon an offer 
of 1000 acres of land granted to him 
In the year 1720, a thousand acres 
wpie offered to an influential member 
of the Amish faith by the proprietary 
agent, but he refnaed the grant aaying 
"It is beyond my desire, also my abil- 
ity to clear; if clear beyond my iiower 
to cultivate: if cultivated, it would 
yield more than my family conld con- 



sume: and as the rules of our Society 
forbid the disposal of the surplus. I 
can not accept your liberal offer; but 
you may divide it among my omrried 

children, who at present reside with 
me." This individual is supposed to 
have been a man named Kurtz. 

1790— Conrad Belssel lieaches 
America Tills Year. 

According to Harris' Biographical 
History of Lancaster County, p. 44. 
Conrad Belssel arrived in America In 

1720, and settled at Millport, in Lan- 
caster County in 1729; where he and 
a companion built a house. His ser- 
vices to the early colonists in arrang- 
ing Indian matters, is one of the 
4reaie.st instances of life devoted to 
betterment of conditions to be found. 
About 1769. as I Teoolleet it. there 
was an attempt to burn his house. 
Bundles of straws were laid about the 
doors and windows and ignited, but 
the nre was extinguished. It is a re- 
markable fact that nearly 150 years 
later, a similar attempt to burn that 
same bouse resulted in its destruction 
about 1909 or '10. This Millport, how- 
ever, is now in Berks County, but was 
In 1729 part of Lancaster County. 

1721— €tonuin.Swl8g Object to Bear- 
ing Arras. 

In Vol. 2 of the Votes of Assembly, 
p. 297, it is stated that on the 12th of 
October of that yMr a petition of a 
considerable number of Swias- Pala- 
tines, settin?: forth the reason for 
removing themselves or their families 
into this province, and praying leave 
to bring In a bill for their naturallaa- 
tion nnd to lie exempt from swearin.!? 
and bearing arms was presented to 
the House and read. The Assembly 
ordered the bills to lie on the table so 
as to be examined by the members of 
the Tlonse afterward for action upon 
it. This would be an interesting doc- 
ument of these good people and the 
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•early Umas If It could be found. I 
CMinot find any act peaaed to relieve 

them from bearing arms but they 
were frequently naturalized from 
ttme to time ae they applied. I am In- 
«llned to believe tbat they could be 
relieved from military service only by 
paying a bounty as has been the law 
in tome later daya. 

im— MawoBbt Oatlet to PUMel- 



This year we find there was a pro- 
ceeding to Improve the road which led 
from the Mennonlte Colony about 
Coneatoga to Phlledelphla. The re- 
cord is set forth In Vol. 3 of the Col. 
Rec, p. 142. The petitioners state that 
the Jujlges of the Courts of Chester 
County lately directed a road to lie 
laid out In the highway to Conestoga, 
which roati runs through uninhabited 
land quite up to the Menuonite settle- 
ment on thia aide of Coneatoga and 
they think that the change that Is 
asked fur here Is not a good one. 
These good people had a road of some 
Inferior character aa early aa 1714 and 
In a petition filed In the Quarter Ses- 
sions of Lancaster Countv' in 1731, to 
improve it, they speak of having used 
It for 20 yeara before that date. It 
was also proposed to make a King'.s 
Highway out of it as early as May, 
1718, and the Mennonite people around 
Coneatm were the leadera tn trying 
to get this Improvement, for which 
they signed a petition that same year. 
This may be seen in Vol. 3 of the Col. 
Rec.. p. 4S. Thla road waa what la 
now known as the Long Lane, passing 
throui;h Conestoga. Pequea and other 
townships to the East, beginning at 
Kock Hill and going through Strat- 
burg. It was the earliest outlet to 
Philadelphia that these ancient peo- 
ple had. 

17S1— The Conestoga Palatinea Asslat 
In the IndifeB TiMir of Thla Tear. 

In Vol. 3 of the Col. Rec.. p. 121. it 



la aet forth, under date of July 5»tb, 
that year, that the Governor arrived 

at Conestoga at noon and in the even- 
ing wont to Captain Civility's cabin. 
The tiovernor held part of the treaty 
at the cabins of the different Chiefs' 
and then adioomed to the honae of 
John Cartlidge and continued the 
treat>' on the 8th of July. It appeared 
that large numbers of the Swiss Pala- 
tines were present at this treaty and 
the Indiana told the Governor tliat 
they would take very good care that 
these settlers were not interfered 
with, and the Governor refers to the 
town of Coneatoga. that Is, the Indian 
town. 

We are to notice here that the In- 
dians' dwellings are referred to as 
cabins and not tents; so they likely 
built small houses here. Some liglit 
on this treaty and the conditions about 
Conestoga is given In a small book 
published on Neath Street, Dublin, iu 
1723. The publisher there goes on to 
say that the Indian Village of Con- 
estoga lies 70 miles directly west of 
Philadelphia, and that the land there 
is very rich and is "now surrounded 
with divers fine plantations or farms, 
where they raise quantities of wheat, 
hurley, ilax and hemp, without the 
help of any dung.** I merely quote 
this so as to give a picture of the for- 
wardness of agriculture by our Men- 
nonite ancestors at this early date of 
172S. We must remembmr ttiat they 
had only reached this section five or 
six years before, and thus, that they 
were good farmers is clearly shown. 
Thla waa in the ndgMxMrhood of what 
is now Tndlantown. in the central part 
of Manor Township. The account fur- 
ther goes on to state that the Gov- 
ernor waa attended by between 70 and 
80 horsemen wpII armed and that 
when they arrived there, groat 
amounts of provisions were provided. 
Thus, we see that our anceatora were 
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ready to ro-o|)f>rate wltll the proJecU 

of Pennsylvania. 

1791--Th« Takiag Up of Laa4 la 



In the Taylor Papers. No. 3323. 
there is a paper Indorsed "lands in 
Chester County" and on one of the* 
first pages, thie heading, "landa onj 
Pequea and Conestoga, 58937 acres." 
I cannot tell how parly this account 
was set forth of lands surveyed in 
Conestoga, for our Mennonlte ances- 
tors; bnt it is as early as 1721 and 
perhaps earlier. This shows that at 
that time, the immense sum of nearly 
100 sqnare miles of tand was sur- 
veyed and taken up. In paper 3349, a 
surveyor renders a bill for snrveylni; 
Conestoga Manor, which Is now Manor 
Township 16.500 acres. And about the 
same time, a survey on Chickles is set 
forth. Taylor sets forth his authority 
tor all of this. I cite this simply to 
show the activity among our ances- 
tors at tills time and In fact, from 1714 
onward. In the Taylor Papors, there 
are letters upon letters, showing thei 
extreme anxiety for land on the Con-| 
OBtoga« About this time eomplalnt 
was ntade that nearly all the back 
lands were taken up and there is very 
little more to sell. 



1721— Ores Discovered in Conestoga. 

Under the date of the 17th of Feb- 
ruary. 1721, No. 2-22 Taylor, Paper 
No. 2976, the following letter is found: : 

"Isaac Taylor. Esteemed Friend: — [ 
These inform thee yt there has come 
into this province from New England 
« gentleman named John M<d9eal and 
he hath been with me and hath view- 
ed ye iron ore and matter yt we laid 
out. I suppose yt I will sell to them j 
as I have advised htm to note how' 
we shall ye most easy way come atj 
ye land, if we conclude with business 
for if any old rights can be had, I in- 
'Cline most to make a pnrdmse jt\ 



way: however thy opinion in yt mat- 
ter is what is desired by me, and a 
line or two from thy hand to advise, 
till an opportunity present a conver- 
sation and consultation yt best mea- 
sures further about ye same, which 
is all at present. Respectfully from 
the true and loving friend, Jdin Car^ 
tlldge." The sense of the above let- 
ter is that ore was found about Con- 
estoga, and John Cartlidge wanted to 
rind out whether he could buy some 
of the land that contained the ore de- 
posits. 

1791— Tie Bend Fran PUIaielpUa 

to CoHcstoga, Spekea Of^ 

In 3 Col. Kec. ]). 142, is given some 
U?ht on how the country was devel- 
oping around Conestoga. In a petit- 
ion signed by a considerable number 
of those people, setting forth that a 
new road was lately laid out ana 
cleared in the highway to Conesto- 
ga: which "runa all along through 
uninhabited and unsettled lands, 
quite up to the Palatine settlements 
on this side of Conestoga"; and they 
then go on and ask to have certain 
changes made on this road and view- 
ers are appointed etc., for that pur- 
pose. I quote this simply to show the 
activity of that time. 

i;jil— Falatlnps Tell >Vhj they Left 

the Palatinate. 

In Vol. 2, Votes of Assembly, p. 
297, under this date, the Palatines 
set forth that for religious reasons 

and financial dlfflcultles. etc.. they 
left the Rhine valley and came to Co- 
nestoga Country, where greater lib- 
erty of conscience was allowed them. 

17tt-AellTllf en fke CoMatof* 
JUver 

In Vol. 9 of the Penna. Arch., p. 
714. there is a record of 200 acres 
granted near Stephen Atkinson above 
Conestoga Manor to Bdna Dougherty 
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and (at p. 718) a return made of an ' estoga originally, included a*l th(- re- 



additional grant. Page 720 "Casper 
the Smith" having desired a tract of 
land. Is given 100 aeres" irliere eome 



giou from the Susquehanna Hivtr 
almost to the Octorara — particularly 
all ci the great middle belt of onr 



Indians settled on Conestoga Creek, County. It extended south to present 



Drumore, east to the Gap, including 
the Earls, Leacocks. etc. In 1720, 
Salisbury and t3ap and adjacent 



this year, asked for 200 acres, two 
near Atkinson's mill." On the same 
page it is reeov^ed tbat *'8tef»h«i 

Atkinson requests the grant of a par- tions were organized into Pequea 
eel of land lyinir In the barrens be- Township. Our present Pequea Town- 
hind his plantation for erecting a ship is no part of old Pequea Town- 
mill and that "Logan has writ to j ship. The inhabitants were the 
Isaac Taylor about it: Vide book of Davlse^, Powells, Gaits. Clarks, Mor- 
letters." The land was given to him. guns. Cooksins. Collins, and others. 



1788— Setttement ktOfH^ on Ooto- 



The Lefevers and Ferrees are also 
mentioned: but they lived farther 

north than we now think. (Cope and 
Tn the =amc book. p. 714. John As- l^"they.) This section was not roalb" 
Icr or Hassler. a tailor, is recorded, a Part of old Conestoga proper, 
as having made a settlement near' *® northwest section of West 

Arthur Park on a branch of Oetoraro ! Conestoga Included what is now Don- 
-abont the same Ume John Seager egal. Conoy, Mount Joy, Raphe, etc. 
asks for a tract (p . 710),— also on 1723, this section was cut off from 
the Susquehanna, Gordon Howard. Township, 
two miles from Oorlbseath's Mill to! Moat of the inhabtUnts in the new 
the northward and about four miles s^^^^lon were Scotch-Irish; but a few 
back of Susquehanna River (p. 713) Germans were also in that section,— 
— also Pat Cammel wanU land on Bphraim Moor. Jos. Woork, John 
the Suspuehanna RiTer Cp. 716). , Gardner and otfa«rt. 

1722— M^ennonlte Hospitaltty and 17aS-^<*« Mejlhi Jotos Bpkmta 

Charity towards Indians. CeMWlllif. 

In Vol. 3. Col. Rec. p. 153, we find R«I>P <7<) ■ "'"P*® 

It recoPded that this year the Pala- '^e fact of John Meyiin joining the 
tines undertook to bring corn to the S'^^^*" 'T^*'*?" (Seventh Day) fratem- 
Indfans at Conestoga as their stock ^phrata and assuming the name 

seemed to be exhausted. It seemsJ "^^^ Cruder Amos." There 

however, there was to be a small ' »*>^ ^^^^^""^ 
payment for the same. This was the ^« ^ny branch of the Meyiin family so 
season of hard times— the first panic coiiiiectod. 

in Pennsylvania. We are told also in 17811— German Palatines of New York 
the same book, p. 179 and ISO, that; ^^^^ . p«„„b^iv-«io 

there was great scarcity of bread at ' ^ Pennsyhanla. 

Conesto^ca and the Governor went up In the great Gemian Exodus of 1709, 
to that country to find out how pros- of which we have spoken before. Gov- 
slng the need was, (p. 181). ' emor Hunter brou^t 8,000 of those 

Palatines (who were landed and 
178^-('onestoira Township Dhlded. stranded In England In the Exodus i 

The good old German-Swiss region to New York. They camped or lived 
of Lancaster County, known as Con- . in New York till the fall of 1710, and 
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then the Queen of England provided 
for their transportation to a wilder- 
ness near Schoharie, New York, where 
it seems one of the chiefs of the Five 
Nations gave a tract of land, because 
this chief and several of his tribe (who 
were in England to get England to 
send a force to reduce the French in 
Canada), saw the destitute condition 
of these Germans, while thsF Iny in 
EJngland in their poverty and misery. 

The laws of New York did not suit 
the Germans— and therefore, in 1723, 
they asked permission to come to 
Pennsylvania. They were allowed to 
do so, and settled on Tiilitehocken and 
Swatara Creeks — becoming the foun- 
dation of some of the best Genrmaii 
stock of Upper Lancaster. Dauphin and 
Montgomery Counties. Conrad Weiser 
descended from them. (Rupp 183 and 
4.) The petition of these people for 
permission to come to Pennsylvania 
is also found in the Colonial Records. 

ITU— Vary IHteher and PalatbMi. 

According to Hazard (See Register 

Vol. 9, p. 113) the first proprietor of 
the western end of the Hempfieids, 
was a peculiar oM German woman 
named Mary Ditcher. Rupp also 
qnotes Hazard (p. 189) and says that 
"the land back from the River was 
settled principally by Germans— For- 
rys, Stricklers, Sherrieka, Oarbers. 
etc." Their first purchase was from 
an old woman, who used to go through 
the country making what waa then 
called "improvements" — a few sticks 
piled together — a fire kindled and a 
pot hung over It. This constituted a 
first right Those who could pay for 
the land bad first choice: but these 
"improvements" were generally 
bought for a trifle. Mary Ditcher is 
described as wandering through the 
woods, leading an old horse, her only 
property, with her knitting in her 
hand; and clad in a garment chiefly 
of sheep skin. This was called Hemp- 



ilald beeanse of the great quantities c: 
hemp raited. 

1791— Wearers TAa Up Weber«TlMl.. 

Rupp says (p. 191) that while the 

Welsh were making Improvementf--. 
some Swiss and Oermans settled in 
Weber-Tbal, south of Conestoga 
Ore^, so called from the Webers or 
Weavers who took up between two 
and three tl^ousand acres of land in 
1723 or 4. George Weber and Hans 
Guth, brothers-in-law, and Jacob 
Weber and Henry Weber, all Swiss, 
were the first settlers, contiguous to 
the Welsh. The name "(hith" became 
"Good." The We4>er8 and Goods had 
settled In Lancaster County twelve or 
fifteen years earlier and lived near 
the present city of Lancaster. A. 
good account of their early move- 
ments and connections is contained in 
a record owned in 1842 by Samuel 
Weaver. 

172^0nr Poor Palatine Ancestors 
Cannot Pay Passa|?e. 

There is a notice in the American 
Weekly Mercury of January 15, 1723, 
calling on the Mennonists of Con- 
estoga to pay the passage money of 
their brethren who were then cominp 
to the Susquehanna Valley and advis- 
ing them that if the passsge jnoney 
was not paid, the delinquents would 
be sold into servitude, Thcrof;jre, 
before any of us became overbearing 
or haughty, we had better look Into 
t^ese ancient names and annals. 

The notice is as follows: 

"These are to give notice that the 
Palatines who were advertised to be 
at the head of Ellk River in Maryland, 
are now come up to Philadelphia and 
will be disposed of for five years each, 
to any one paying their passage money 
at 10 £ per head. If any of their 
friends, the Dutch at Conestoga, have 
a mind to clear any of them, they may 
see them at this Port." 
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•f PatartlMt. 

In the Mercury of June 6th, this 
year, we find a brief article atattng 

that the Brlgantine that came out 
with the Beaver bound to Philadelphia 
was not Captain Lee's, but Captain 
Lee's Brlgantine aalled out of the 
River a tide before Captain Fitch, 
being bound to Holland, to take In 
Palatines for Pennsylvania. 

I note this item only t6r the purpose 
of recoMlng the name of the vessel 
and of its captain interested in bring- 
ing our Mennonlte ancestors here, as 
the records from official sources are 
not yet complete. FreauenUy, our 
people today, try to trace their family 
history back to the ship In which they } 
arrived. 

1724— Everliard Heam Begins lieams- j 

town, I 
Rupp (]K 190 » relales that this year, 
Ream, whose desceudauts still reside 
In the village called after him, began 
the settlement of the northeastern 
part of present Lancaster County. He 
states that Ream journeyed to the 
spot with his wagon, into the woods 
thereabout and unloaded his *11ztttre8 
and furniture" under an oak tree and 
lived thorp until he built a small but 
on what is now known as (or was in 
1843) the Ijesber farm. He gives as 
Ream's earliest neighbors, the Buch- 
ers, Hubers, Walters, Kellers, Load- 
'ers, Schwarwalders, Schneiders, Kil- 
llans, Docks, Forneys, Rupps, Bal- 
mers. Mays, Mayers, H«hii% Resslers, 
Boynrs. Lcet?, Schlotts, Groffs. Wolfs, 
Feiersteins, NVeidmans and others. He 
does not tell us the source of his In- 
formation. 

In the Second Series of the Penna. 
Archives, Vol. 19, p. 725, there is re- 
corded a minute that "Eberhard Ream , 
of Conestoga requests a grant of about 1 



200 acres of land on 9^ branch of that 
creek Including a small Indlvt aettlo- 

ment called Cooalioo. He liad the 
Indians "consent to settle and cao 
pay the purchase money down." 

This is very definite. It shows that 
Conestoga was recognised «b extend- 
ing up to the region of Adamsiown, 
etc., and this lay entirely across the 
present county, following up the Con- 
estoga Creek, almost to its source. It 
also definitely locates a small Indian 
village: and shows his fair dealing 
and tiiat he had means. 

17M— Onr Swiif Menealle Aieaalen 
BegiB the SeCtleMraC ef Mew 

In the book last mentioned (9. 724) 
we find that this year, Michael Shank 
requested and was allowed 250 acre? 
of land near Checosolungas. Jacob 
Gh-aeff requested ^e aame amount 
near that place. Henry Work and 
John Garrett were also given tracts 
of land (the size not specifled) at this 
time "near Conestoga or Shecossolun- 
gus.** *^8hecoB8olungus** is onr Cliidt* 
ies CreelE. 

1791— AdiftftNMl CtanMM-Swiae fel- 
ttemeats at Ceeeslaga. 

In the Second Series of the Pennsyl- 
vania Archives fp. 721) It 1* recorded 

that Mart .Mayley desires a grant of 
100 acres in the "Point" in a fork of 
Conestoga Creek, near the land called 
"William Willis's,** to make tllee and 
bricks. At p. 724. there is a request 
by Christian Herr for 50 acres of ordi- 
nary land in Conestoga, Joining his 
other land. And p. 726, it is recorded 
that James AIs Couradt, rector, re* 
quests the grant of a plec*» of land 
near Conestoga. adjoining to Freder- 
ickful. Just what and where "Fred- 
erlckfnl" Is. we cannot tell. 
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im— EwrHesI Knomi Tile m4 Brick 
Tari im iMMtiter Gowty. 

R' fprrin^:; to the last named item, 
we may call attention to the fact that 
Mart Mayley (or Mylln), very likely, 
made tbe first tiles and bricic in this 
connty. We know there were tiled 
houses here very early. Mart Mylin 
was evidently a genius. Rupp tells us 
(p. 74) tliat in 1719. lie erected a Bor- 
ing Mill on Mylln's Run. !n West Lam- 
peter Township, anil that he was also 
tho first gtin'^mith in our county. 

1724— Our Snii>s .Mennonlst Brethren 

Apply for !S'atnralisation. 

R-.ipp (V- 194) notices the efforts 
thai our Swiss ancestors were com- 
pelled to make In order to be natural- 
ized, to hold land and pass it on to 
their children, at their death; for 
without naturalization, they could not 
do so. He states that as early as 1721, 
they began to petition for naturaliza- 
tion, but it was not until 1721 that they 
were given permission to bring a bill 
before the Assembly, to naturalise 
them. It could only be done then, 
provided each German or Swiss would 
obtain from a Justice of the Peace, a 
certificate of the value of hia prop- 
erty, the nature of his religious faith, 
etc. 

The proceedings in 1724, for natural- 
ization came up in April, and in Vol. 

2, Votes of Assembly, (p. 388) It is 
related that a petition of a great num- 
ber of persons who were born under 
the allegiance of the Bmperor of Ger- 
many, setting forth that they have 
moved themselves into this province 
and their families, and have purchased 
lands which they are not capable to 
bold for them and their heirs, and 
therefore, they pray that they may be 
enabled by a law. to buy and hold 
lands and enjoy the same benefits as 
the rest of the inhabitants — wa? filed. 
The Assembly ordered it to lay on the 



table. The next day it was read again 
and debated, and it was resolved that 
as many of these petitioners as shall 
bring certificates from the Justices of 
the Courts, signifying the lands they 
hold and of what conversation they 
are reputed: and also have taken the 
oath or afllrmation and deidaration of 
fidelity and allegiance, and <;ot forth 
tbe profession of their religious be- 
lief as the law directs, shall have 
leave to bring In a bill: but the As- 
sembly orders that the Justices shall 
examine this matter very closely. 

It seems that there was still more 
difliculty for our ancestors because 
the Resi-ter General now began to 
stir up strife against them, and to 
make It appear that they were sus- 
picious characters, (2 Votes 391). 
However, they were finally naturalized 
in 1727. Two, however, Casper Wis- 
ter and John Cartho, under the al- 
legiance of the Emperor of Germany, 
were naturalized thi.s year (Vol. 3, 
Statutes at L«argc. p. 41^4) , and a great 
many others later. 

172a— Tbe SwlsH Take I p Land in the 

Sngqnehannn Ynlley. 

In Vol. 2 of ihe Penna. Arch., j). 784, 
Wfe-flbd that In 1725. Mathlas Stauffei^ 
recommended by Christian Herr, re- 
(Hiosts the irraiit of a piere of land 
on the Checosolangas; and the same 
year, according to the same book (p. 
729) Jacob Punk requested the grant 
3f 50 acres adjoining his other traet 
In Conestoga. Tbe same year several 
tracts were granted on the Octorara 
— one of 300 acres to John Devour 
near John .Miisgrave's ( il 726)— one 
to Robert Burd, 100 acres near the 
place called Horse Hook, formerly of 
Cornelius BJmpson (127) — one to 
George Carr at the head of the Octo- 
rara, where he wished to carry on 
tanning (p. 728) one to Hugh Morri- 
son, Thomas Paxton, Httj^ Robinson 
and Lawrence Small, near the same 
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place i.^. 784)<~one to James Harlaa.best but the most Justifiable metbod 
(p. 734) between the Oetorara Creek | (emd that we have many precedents 
and the Susquehanna River and one in England) : but he says that to de> 

requested by Mrs. Musj^rave for John tnand a strict inquiry into private 
Cohalan. As these are not German conversiou and the relisious faith of 
S^itias peopiej^itf rather JEhigllsh, we \ these people, other than what the law 
will say no more about them^aiTd only | directs, and especially to pry Into the 
tnetion them for the sake of regular- ' circumstances of their private estat<^. 
Uy. ! would be contrary to natural and 

The same year lands were taken up : equal justice and a dangerous preoed- 
in Pequea: but we must remember ent, and would Injure our reputation 
that Peql1e•^ wa^ the region about the as a free cotmtry. Tlie Oovemor. 
tiead of the Pequea Creek, north of the therefore, hoped that they would have 
&ap. and we And In the same book (p. I a particular regard against being 
7^) that Rob ert Eye a^ a^ooi^r. was drawn into propositions and new 
given' a tra"c{~of land aiid (p. T:U) that ^nitliods inconsistent with liberty. He 
William and James Johnson his son. !;oes on to say that be thinks it is a 

very hard case to deny a stranger who 
has ixirchased land in this province, 
the riu'lit to transmit those lands to 
his children; therefore, he approves 
of the bill, only so fsr ss it requires a 
qualification to be made, but he does 
not api)rove inqnirina: into the re- 
ligious beliefs and private estate of 



requested a tract on a brsnch of the 
Pequea Creek called Cat Tail. 

17S5 — Oovemor KeHfe, a Friend of 
Onr Xennenlte Aneestors. 

About the year 1725. the Governor 

of Pennsylvania began to realize that 
our English laws, (iisrriniinafod too 
severely against the Cevimms and I people. A few days Uter he 
Swiss. In that year Governor Keith. **> congratulates 

In the message to the Assembly, found ' I>a.s8ing a liberal law for the 



in Vol. 2, Votes of Assembly, (p. 442), 
among other things, states that as to 



ease of con^ience, and that he ex- 
pects them to use their best endeavors 



the "Palatine Bill." as he called it. he the people to convince them of 

is of the same opinion he was the ^^"^ "''^^^''^ "^"'^ 'l^^^l ^'^ enjoy. He 
year before— that the producing of ^^e" »»>'s ^^lat he wants to impress 
certitlcates is not a proper method of "P®" ''Wch lies still be- 

fore them, not acted upon, in behalf 



securing the allegiance of these peo- 
ple to the kin^ and this government, 
but that it is not agreeable to Kuglish 
liberty or to the proprietor's declara- 
tion <or encouraging settlement of the 
colony and much less to the freedom 
of conscience, so much professed 
here, to demand other qualifications to 
•ettle any man to the right of an Eng- 
lish subject, than what liave pre- 



of sonio "Protestants from the Palati- 
nate aud other parts of Germany," 
who have a great desire tor the bless- 

ing of the English Gbvernment. He 
alio says that tlioy have seen him 
l>ersonally and in the humblest man- 
ner have besought htm that he should 

have extppflod to them the same terms 
3f naturalization, granted in England 



scribed by law, namely, alhnnation of ^" fo'«^i??n protestants. 
allegiance. The provision made in this i72i_our (;.erman Swiss Ancestors 



Intended law to prevent these persons ' 

from enjoying privileges of this gov- 
ernment, unless they go and take a 
legal qualifloation. is not only the 



Very Grateful to the Go?emor; 
snd They Stand by Him. 

It .seems that a very stern struggle 
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waa before our Mennonite foreCatlierB i chandise was laid before the bouse, 
hare to secure their right to make This simply means that they applied 
wills and deed land over or to have it I for nataralisation. 

pass to their children, on thoir death, 



unlesa they made certain affirmations. 
Oa the 26th of Noveittber this year, 
there was a petition of 237 of these 
people setting forth the tender care 
and kindness of the present (Governor 
aad the manjr advantages of the re- 



ITS^Tke Early Meuealst Mlalsters, 
Becaase Alleas, Were Het AUewed 
le Farfena a Manfaga 



There was a law In the early days 



lISlous and civil rights of the people Pennsylvania that only the minis- 
that have been granted by him and ' ters of the State Church could perform 



especially by the creation of paper 
money* whkdi is veiy nraeh apprertat- 

eJ by them. They go on in this peti- 
tion and state that they are his friends 
and that they Icnow that be is grossly 



marriage ceremonies, iiev. Anthony 
Hlakle was arrested for marrying a 

pair. This was because he was an 
alien niinisler, there bein?: a law 
against an alien minister Joining par- 



miarepresented In the province of ties in matrimony. (Vol. 2, Votes of 

Pennsylvania to the proprietor for his .A.ssembly. p. 465.) We can readily 

cnterprisini,' stand talten and that ! sp'*. therefore, that so long as minis- 

tiiere may probably be a change in t^ers of our Mennonite ancestors were 

the government hj a new governor not naturalised, they were aliens, and 

N^int; sent. They pray the house in f'ould not perform the marriage cere- 

tliis petition and the Rovernor, that mony. These are some of the hard- 
a> they are faithful people, that their 



needs be recognised and tliat the true 

state of .nffairs concerninc: the bloss- 
ing paper money has been to the peo- 
ple here shall be sent to the proprie- 
tor at home, so that their friend, the 

:rr)vernor, may he saved from removal 



' .ships in early I'ennsylvania. that peo- 
ple hardly dream of as ezistittg. 

17M— Xeaaoaist HelgkborB at 
DenegaL 

This year James Anderson, a Pres- 
byterian Minister, who formerly lived 



by his enemies and by the misrepre- i at New Castle, desired to settle among 
.mentations made concerning him. This ' the people at Donegal and asked a 
petlUon they filed in the House of (grant of 300 acres there, he being a 
Representatives and begged the rep- j person of good repute at New Gastel 
r^-sentatives to stand up for the gov-, phe Land Commissioners thouprht he" 

would be of great service in tliis 
neighANMrhood and Secretary Logun 
also desired that the land be granted 
171ft— A Large Namber of Oar Ger- 1 h'"^ (Sec. Ser. Pa. Arch., Vol. 19, p. 



ernor and not let him ibe scandalized. 
Filler money was opposed by Bag 
land. 



BMB-Swlsii Brethren Deslra te be 
Kalarallsed. 

The records of the Asspmbly Nov. 
2t, 1725, show that the petition of high 
and low Germans on taking and sub- 
scribing the qualification required by 

law, that they may have a bill passed. 



745.) 

17d6— Mennonlst >'eIgh»M>rs aloag the 
Sa8(|iiohnnna and Octorara. 

This year there was granted to Mor- 
decai Maydock 375 acres of land on 
the Susquehanna, which his father. 

Henry Maydock. had the ri^^ht to. by 



to enable them to hold and enjoy I a writing from William Penn. dated 
leads and to engage in trade and mer- i May 6. 1691. Peter Risk was also 
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given 400 acres at the same time; and 
this year, Elisah Gatchell and others 
were given three tracts of land, "on 
the running water of Conowlngo,*" 
where there was a vacancy; and 
Eknanuel Grubb was given 100 ocres 
on tlie tame place, on the northeast 
side of his former tract. James Dan- 
iel and Robert Maclcell were given 
land by request of the Minister Craig- 
head. James Kins ud Charles Allen 
and Joeiah were given land on the 
Octorara — also John Kirkpatrick and 
Moses Ross and William Ehrans and 
Thomas Jadison and James Buchan- 
nan and Alexander A11i?on and Alex- 
ander Montgomery. Jackson and 
Buchannan were given 200 acres Mmdk 
— Eivans 00 acres and the size of the 
others are not mentioned. (See the 
book last mentioned pp. 729-740-742- 
744 two grants— 745 two grants and 
743 three different grants.) 

17M— Xore SwJss Bvetkrea Bay I<ttd 

•a Conestoga. 

According to Vol. 19. See. 8er. Pa. 
Arch., this year Ulrl<di Burkhold, Hans 

Krow, and Hans Loaman requested 
land through Christian Uerr, among 
the Swiss Colonists near Oonestoga 
(Vide p. 742). 

The s.inio year Henry Zimmerman 
or Carpenter set forth that Henry 
Vinger (Wenger), who had some years 
ago settled on a piece of land of Henry 
Richniann formerly, and that \V(Mi2;cr 
died, leaving a widow and three sons. 
But that John Musgrove's son has set- 
tled on the land. He desires the same 
(200 acre-) to be turned over to Wi- 
dow Wenger (or Vinger), see p. 743. 

The same year Henry Zimmerman 
requested a grant of 000 acres of land 
on a branch of the Conestoga (Do). 

The same year John Eby requested 
a grant of a vacant piece of land on a 
branch of CVmestoga Credc to build a 
grist mill upon as a convenience to 
the neighborhood (Vide 745). 



1 This Is no doubt the origin of Eby's 
Mill on Mill Creek, a branch of the 
Conestoga, because In 1728, when the 
old Pftrr's Road waf? recornized and 
first laid out by law as appears in the 
Road Records of Chester County, 
(which I have personally oxamined), 
one of the courseB surveyed extends 
to Torus or Dorus Rby's Mill, this 
being a contraction of Theodorus 
Bby. Ukely Theodorus was a son <rt 
John, the original applicant for land. 

The same year Hans Hess of Con- 
estoga requested 75 acres of land for 
his son Jacob, between a branch of 
Conestoga and land of Hans Ulrich, 
adjoining his own tract (Do. 746). 

And Thos. Honenger and Phil 8h<mg 
requested tho grant of land for two 
settlements on a branch of Conestoga. 
the same year (Do. 746)— Also Hans 
Miller for 100 acres on little Cone- 
stoga — ^recommended by Christopher 
Prancisciis (Do) — ■ also Sebastian. 
Beyer and Ueo. Goodman requested 
the grant of a parcel of land; each 
near Conestoga (Do). 

17M-Fe««ca AddMons. 

In the bonk last noted (p. 743) we 
find that this date, 200 acres of land 
were granted to Wm. Richardson and 
a like amount granted to Samuel Rob- 
inson, both located on Pequea. 

17M— QeraHHi-Swlss Beirinning ta 

Take Tart In PubUc Affairs. 

In Vol. 3. Votes of Assembly, p. 4. 
there is mention that Ludwig Sprogle 
was a member of Assembly. He waa 

active on a committee to induce Eng- 
land to allow salt to be imported. 

1720 — (hir (terroan Ancestors AiqUa 

Petition for Right to Pass Laad 

to Their Sons. 

It la stated Vol. 2, Votes of As- 
sembly, p. 401. that a large number 

of high and low Germans have pre- 
sented a petition asking that upon 
their qualifying, according to law. 
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thpy may be empowered to hold and 
transmit land and enjoy trade, etc. 
(See also 3 Col. Rec. 2il). The As- 
sembly replied by proposing to tax; 
them three pounds each and then they 
nn^ to l»c allowed same privilege In 
holding land as others, (2 Votes of 
Assembly, p. 467). 

ITlS-AMfkar CtonHW MlMer Pn- 
bM fer PerffonriBf • Mairlsge. 

Anthony Hinkle, a German minister 
of tlio Gospel, who w;i8 fined for per- 
forming a marriage for two people, 
retttsed to pay the fine and costs and 
was committed to prison, (2 Votes of 
Assembly 470). 

1796 — Onr (>erman-Swi88 Anceston a 
Murk for Yagrancy. 

In Vol. 2. Votes of Assembly, p. 466. 
we find a complaint made this year 
about vagrants and horse thieves on 
the Susquehanna, preying upon the 
thrifty Germans and Swiss. The As- 
sembly took note that a great number j 
of convicts and some Irish servants] 
of low character had arrived and a 
great many more were expected; and 
it was decided that there should be a 
fine of five pounds a head put upon all I 
of them. This condition is noticed in j 
the petition to create Lancaster Coun- 
ty, which sets forth that along the 
Susquehanna, the people not having' 
local government, are very great vic- 
tims of robbers and horae thieves and 
vagabonds. On the 19th of June, 1726, | 
ft petition was signed by the citizens i 
of Conestoga setting forth that many 
vagabonds resorted to that neighbor-' 
hood, praying that the law be provid- 1 
ed to suppress them. (Yol. 2, Votes of ' 
Assembly 468). In a lltUe while the 
newspapers began to notice this un- 
lawful condition and in the Pa. Gaz. 
of April 12. 1726, the foUowlng item 
occurs: "We hear that there are as-! 
Boclated together a rompany of Irish 
robbers, the chief of whom are said j 
to be one Bennet. whom they callj 



their captain, and one Lynch, whom 
they call their lieutenant, with Dobbs, 
Wiggins and many others, who aulk 
about this and nelgUborIng provinces; 
their vlllianies being to steal the best 
horses and load them with the best 
goods, and carry them off before the 
people's faces, which they have done 
lately in and about Conestoga. It 
seems their usual practice has been 
to steal horses from this province and 
carry them to sell Into Maryland, Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. It la said 
that they begin to grow more numer- 
ous and have a place of rendezvous 
where they meet to oonsuH how to 
perpetrate their rogueries and en- 
tertain all like themselves." This 
last note is three years later than 
1726. but It Is Inttmately connected 
with this subject, and I, therefore. In- 
sert It «t this place. 

1726— Tronble to CoUect Taxes Amir 

Oar Ancestors on Conestofa, 
In Vol. 2. Votes of Assembly, p. 491, 
we find it set forth that the people on 
Conestoga began to neglect and re- 
fused to pay their excises and other 
taxes to the province in their sense* 
of immunity from being so far away 
from the officers of the law— the 
county scat being at Old Chester. 166 
miles distant. It is hard to say at this 
time whether this complaint was made 
against our German-Swiss brethren 
or the people generally, but we can 
readily understand that in the face of 
the hardships, the German-Swiss were 
undergoing, because they were not al- 
lowed to hold and transmit land, they 
being foreii^ners, that they might very 
readily feel like retaliating, by with- 
holding the tax upon lands which they 
were not certain whether they had a 
good title to or not 

1786— The Law to XatunUse Geffw 

mans. 

In Vol. 4, Statutes at Large, p. 457. 
we find set fotrth a law to naturalize 
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several Germans who had moved to 
this province. They do not seem to 
Lancaster Countjr names, as tbeir 

names are not familiar hore; and there 
are only a few of them. They are 
Bernard Van Lear. Arent Hassert, 
Michael 8mltii% Wte. Selllger, Arnolt 
Barabarger, Wm. Hilllgart and Ulrlch 
Haggeman. The Statute states thati 
they are born under the allegiance of 
the Broperor of Qemwiir. 

im-Mw laadi Takes Up Bj Our 

Cterman-SwiHS Brethren in tke 
Susquehanna Valley. 

Benjamin Roads, recommended by 
sundry inhabitants of Conestoga, was 
granted 100 aerea near a branch of 

Conestoga this year. (Vol. 19. 3rd Ser. 
Pa. Arch., p. 74 S.) Henry Bear was 
g^ven 100 acres, adjoining bis other 
land on Uttle Conestoga, (Do. 761). 
Joseph Hickenbolton and Joseph Ster- 
man requested a iiiece of vacant land 
lying between their plantations near 
the Coneatoga Creek'a mouth, (Do.). 
Anthony Breller requestcl a [licoe of 
land near his own settlement, "near 
the Dutch Mill" (Do.). Killian Law 
requested a piece on Mill Creek (Do.). 
Jacob Rife, Ulrick Sautk, Rudolph 
Bear, Jacob Llntner. John Snevely, 
Jacob Snevely, John Long, Casper 
Hoom, Derrick Miller and ChriaUan 
Graybill were recommended by several 
old settlers to have land to settle 
upon at Conestoga, (Do). Richard 
Carter in behalf of hts Unsman. Henry 
Noland. rt rjucsted 200 acres on the 
east side of U'wis Tvewis', under the 
barren hills some distance from Con- 
estoga, (Do.). William Cloud re- 
quested 300 acres of vacant surveyed 
land on the Conestoga. Nathan Evans 
requested 100 acres east of his other 
land to erect a mill. (Do. 753). John 
Burkbolder requc'Stcd a grant of 200 
acres adjoining Benjamin Hershey's 
land on Little Conestoga, and it is 
sUted that he ia ready to pay cash for 
It, (Do. 756). All of these persons re- 



ceived the land which they asked (or 
very shortly after tbelr request 

1727— More Neighbors on Oetonnu 
This year Hugh MorrlB<m reqnested 

land on the Octorara, (Do. 745). Al- 
bert Edwards requested 200 acres ad- 
joining the old settlement that Fran- 
cis Warley owned, (Do. p. 747). John 
Mu.sgrove obtained 300 acres but sold 
his right to Roge r Dyer and George 
Legerd. (Do. TisTr^TCbrsiram lOmmett 
requested lands for three settlements 
on the Octorara, (Do. p. 750). Robert 
Wright requested land on Octorara, 
(Do. 750). John Tinner, from Ireland, 
requested land on the Octorara (Do. 
751). John Creswell, for himself and 
Robert Stewart, requested the same, 
(I>o.). Robert Evans requested 250 
acres on the west branch of the Oeto- 
raa, (Do. 7rj2). Robert Love requested 
a parcel near Octorara, (Do. 754). 
Hugh Berkely and George Patterson 
requested land on Oetorara, (Do. 754). 
All these vequests were made In 17S7, 
and in every rase the land was granted 
a little later. 

1727 — Neliarhbors on I'eqnea. 
John Uarnctt desired 200 acres near 
Joseph Hinkman, (Do. 760) and Pallso 

Friends (a very odd name) who 
dwelt with I^aniel Ferree. desired a 
tract of vacant land on the south side 
of Pequea, (Da 766) and Peter Ba- 
zlllion requested 200 acres of land ad- 
joining other lands where he dwells, 
100 acres at each end of his tract, (Do. 
747). These requests were made in 
1 727 and were granted. 

1317— 4toaBtn m ta^mkana. 

The Commissioners by their warrant 
of June 2, 1718, had granted to Peter 
Chartier 300 acres on Susquehanna, 
which he afterwarda sold to Stephen 
Atkinson, and in 1727, Penn's land 
commissioners confirmed Atkinson's 
title for these 300 acres. (Do. 749). 
The same year Jamea Moore re- 
quested land on the Susquehanna. 
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(Do. 750)— and William Brackin re- 
quested land on Fishing Creek near 
BuBquehaima. (Do. 764). Nathaniel 
Newlln and Joseph Cloud requested 
500 acres on the Susquehanna, (Uo.). 
And near Subqueiianna, on Chickies, 
Jobn McNlle reqaested land and has 
■mt another letter that an order be 
made out to him, which was done, 
(Do. 747). The commisBiouers hav- 
ing prior, by two warrants, granted to 
Thomas Griffith the right of 1500 acres 
which on Chickles Creek, Thos. Grlf- 
fltb, in 1724, transferred bis right to 
Isaac Norria and in 1727 Isaac Norris 
was given a deed from tbe commis- 
sioners dated April loth for the same, 
he to pay 100 pounds, (Do. 749) — and 
also on Sasqnebanna near Donegal, 
Ibis same year. Ricbard Allison re- 
quested a tract :i])ove Donegal, called 
"Cornish's Plains." (Do. 750)— and 
Jonas Davenport, having purchased 
certain improvements of Leonard 
Millborn. an inhabitant of Donegal, 
requested a deed for 200 acers made to 
bim which wss done, (Do. 750). He 
also reqneited 300 acres more on the 
upper side of the mouth of Sw.itan 
Creek, (Do. 750)— and John Galbreta 
requested 200 acres at the same place: 
and William Alezsnder, recommended 
by James Anderson, requested land to 
settle about Donegal on the Susque- 
hanna. These requests were all made 
in 1727 and were granted. 
1727— Origin of the Haas CTMeff HoM- 
Ings. 

In the Volume last set out above, p. 
746, we find under the date of 1727 
that Hans Graeff requested tbe grant 

of a piece of land nn the Cocalico 
Creek, a branch of the Conesto.?a, to 
build a grist mill for the accommoda- 
tion of his neighbors. It was granted 
to him. 

1787 — Oerman'Siviss Hecin to Begis- 
ter About This Year. 
The law was fast requiring ship- 
owners to tske a list of all tbe Ger- 



mans and Swiss that they bring over. 
These lists were carefully kept and 
preserved and may be found in the 
Colonial Records from time to time. 
They have been collectel from Rupp 
in his "Thirty Thousand Names." 
This resulted from the fact that the 
government authorities became 
frightened at the inrush of so many 
foreigners. Rupp stated that of course 
they naeant these Non-Resisiant Ger- 
mans and Swiss. Rupp also says that 
in the year 1727 about a thousand Pal- 
atines arrived in this province, (Do. 
p. 193) and we have observed in tbe 
items proceeding that a lot of them 
were com in:,', which is shown by the 
land which was taken up. 

1727— Pioneers of New Holland. 

According to Rupp, about this year 
the Dififenderfer Brothers, Alexander 
and John, Lailed from Rotterdam in 
the ship William and Sarah and ar- 
rived here in the Fall. John settled 
at SaeueSchwamm, (now New Hol- 
land) in the woods. His grandson 
David, who was a son of Miidiael 
DlfTcnderfer, lived to be high In the 
nineties, and he personally informed 
Rupp that his grandfather's house- 
huhl goods were brought from Pblla* 
delphia by a brother in the faith, by 
the name of Martin, who unloaded 
them under an oak tree, but a cabin 
or hut was built by the aid of the 
neighbors in a few daj's, and thus, 
settlement began in that comfortable 
and wealthy section, now known as 
New Holland, (Do. p. 198). 

17S7— Copy of tlie DeelantloM tbat the 
Goniuia-8nl8s Wcm Beqnirod 
to sign, 

in Vol. .3. Col. Rec. p. 283. (new 
series) the paper is set forth which 
bad been agreed upon and was drawn 
ui» ])> the authorities of Pennsylvania, 
which all the Palatines (and this in- 
cluded the Swiss as well as the Ger- 
mans of the Palatinate) were required 
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to si^n, if they camo v/ith the inteo' 
tlon of settling In the province. The 

paiier is in these 'Words: — "We, Sub- 
scribers, Nativps and lato Inhabitants 
of the Palatinate upon the Khine and 
desiring to transport oiirselyes and 
families into this province of Penn- 
sylvania, a Colony subject to the 
Crown of Great Britain, in hopes and 
Expectations of finding a Retreat ft 
peaceable settlement therein. Do Sol- 
emnly promise & Engage, that We will 
be faithful and bear true Allegiance 
to his present MAJESTY KING 
GEORGE THE SECOND, and bis 8tt0- 
cofjsors Kin'i;s of (Ireat Rritain, and 
will be faithful to the proprietor of 
this province; And that we will de- 
mean ourselves peaceably to all His 
f^ald Majesties Suhjoots, and strictly 
obiierve and cunlorm to the Laws of 
England and of this Province, to the 
utmost uf our Power and best of our 
understanding." This shows what 
these good people were required to 
do: and we may mention here that 
becanae they and all their successors 
were required to sign a similar paper 
that it explains in a large part the 
reason why there was opposition 
among them in the Revolutionary War 
to fisht against the mother country, 
England. It must be remembered 
that the other settlers in these pro- 
vinces did not take any such oath or 
afflrniation or make any st'ch similar 
promise to stand by the British gov- 
emment 

1727— Conestoira Accepts Doitreeht 
Confession of Faith. 

This year the Dortrecht Mennonlnt 
Conression of Faith (promulgated at 
Dortrcht, Holland, in 1682) was adopt- 

Oil in Amorira by fonnal action. The 
liftor'n Mcnnonisl minister;; of Ameri- 
ca in Conference, signed an Article of 
Its approval and adoption hercAmong 
those ministers, eo si^nin" and thus 
binding themselves and their congrc- 
gaUone to that confession of faith 



were Hans Burkholder, Christian 
Herr. Benedict Hearshey, and Martin 
Baer (Bar) of Conestoga — Daniel 
Longanocker from Manatony. These 
are all of Berne ancestry. There was 
also a Henry Hvmeoker and other of 
the Oermantown Congregation. 

1787— Coauieiit m the Dertneht Coi- 



In a previous article, wo noticed 
how the Mennonists of Conestoga this 
year accepted the ancient Dortrecht 
confession of faith, adopted In 1682. A 
writer of note says that the Moino- 
nists and Aymenlsts refer for their 
priucijile and usages to their confes- 
sion of faith, published in Philadel- 
phia in 1727. This writer makes note 
of the fact that this year, to wit, 1727, 
they changed the method of baptism 
from immersion to affusion and that 
thereafter they were no longer known 
as Baptists or Anna-Baptists. It is 
not known generally that before that 
date the Mennonists believed only in 
immersion as the efficient form of 
baptism. This writer goes on to say 
that Aymenlsts or bearde l Mennonists 
are the Amish of today (7 Haz. Reg. 
124.) He also says that the Mettn»> 
nists used later another confession of 
faith, one composed by Cornelius 
Riss, which was published in Hamburg 
In 1726 (do. 129). He gives a sncclnet 
history of the rise of the Mennonists 
at the page last mentioned and states 
that it arose largely out of opposition 
to infant Itaptlsm— that their main in- 
crease was along the Rhine and West- 
phalia. HoKsteln and the Netherlands. 
He tells of their rising and complete 
control of Hunster. the capital of 
Westphalia. He speaks of the twenty- 
six missionaries sent oat and notes 
that Melchior Ho£Liuan was one of the 
strongest of them. He also says that 
In early days in Moravia, these peo- 
ple divided into three branches: one 
called the "buttoners" because they 
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wore buttons; one called the "pin- 
ners" because they used wire pins and 
another the "hookers" because they 
wore hooks and eyes to fasten their 
clothes. He also mentions two or' 
three other classes. 



1787— Ctorauui Swiss IwuaHgtfUkm lato 
PerasjlTaalB This Ytm* 

In the year 1727, as we have already 
stated, the German and Swiss were 
pouring iu so rapidly that the Cov- 
emment determined that they should 
be put under an oath or promise of 
allegiance. Ship owners were re- 
quired to make accurate lists of ail of 
these people who came over to Penn- 
sylvania. Many came before 1727 as 
the County was pretty lar.e:ely filled 
up before that time. But accurate and 
reliable Information as to Just how 
many there were, is to some extent 
wanting; hut from 1727 onward we 
have reliable information. The Colo- 
nial Records show, that in 1727. five 
ship loads of these people came mak- 
ing a total of abonf 1.000 persons of 
whom 270 were male heads of fami- 
lies (3 Colonial Reeorda 284. 287. 288. 
290). 

T'le names of the most familiar 
families that came over (lurin? this 
year are: 2 .Martins— 4 Bowmans — 2 
Bairs— 2 Graybllls— 5 Hoffmans— 2 
Hiestands — 4 Leamans — 10 Millers— 3 
Sleslers— 2 Siesrists — 2 Stauffers— 2 
Snaveiys — 2 Swartzes and 2 Zusss. 
Ill addition to ttiat. there were one of 
each of the following prominent Lan- 
caster County families in this year: 
Bixlcr — DiCfenderfer — Frey — Funk 
^ — Gross — Good — Habecker — Host- 
ler — Keener — Kendlg — Lonse- 
necker — Lan lis — Oberholtzor — 
Swubb — Seltz — Siiertz — Snyder — 
Strickler — Shultz — Schaeffer — 
^ Wolf — Weaver and Zimmerman. 

As to the ages of these people noth- 

Inp: is set forth in the Pennsylvania 
Archives (Vol. 17, 2nd. Series Pa. 



Archives), and none except the names 

of the men are given — ^that is only 272 
of the 1.000 persons. BeE:inninR about 
1730 we frequently find the ages 
given, names of women and children 
also and from the a?es j^ivon in the 
lists, that are set out In full, we find 
that a great many of them were be- 
tween 20 and 40 years old: bat a great 
many of them were very young chil- 
dren also. 

1728— (•orman Sniss Immlurratlon Into 
Pennsylvania This Year. 
In the year 1728 there was consid- 
erable falling off of German Swiss 
who came into our province. Only 
three ship loads are mentioned In the 
records in the Archives (3 Colonial, 
327. 328. 331. also Vol. 17. 2nd. Series 
Pa. Archives, pp. 12 to 16). The num- 
ber of the heads of families was only 
152; including? women and children 
the total number was 390. Among 
them occurred the following promi- 
nent names: 3 Dinkelbergs — 2 Den- 
llngers— :i drosses — 2 Groffs — 2 Keel- 
ers — 4 Millers — 2 Myers — 2 Mussers— 
2 Shirks— 8 Stauffers— 2 Engels— 2 
Schmidts (Smiths) and also one each 
of the following representative fami- 
lies: Bair — Blxler — Dumbach — 
Bberaole — Eshleman — Prey — Hen- 
sel — Hoffer — Newcomer — Forrey 

— Hellar — Neff — Pheffley — Ritter 

— Strickler — Sellers — Schumaker 
and Rand). Nothing is known of the 
ages of these immigrants. 

1788— Ctonmin-Swlss AnlTnls In 
caster Goiaty* 

This year .Johannes Kltzmliler of 
Germany, having purchased the con- 
sent of Hattianlel Evans, was given a 
license to build a mill on a vacant 
piece of land on the Little Conesto?a 
Creek, and he was granted 400 acre» 
there (Sec. Ser. Arch. Vol. 19. p. 757), 
and ^acob Huver reported ISO acres 
of vacant land on the we-t side of the 
Conestoga Creek, which be desiied 
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ftad It was granted to htm (Da 760). 1 18th of April last Nor doea this 

The same year Hans Hess was given arise, as I conceive, from any Dislike 
60 acres ailditional to his settlement to the People themselves, many of 
near Conestoga (Do.); — and John whom we know are peaceable, indus- 
Burldiolder was given 200 acres ad- trions and well affected, bnt It seems 
Joining Ben Burkholder's land on the I principally intended to prevent aa 
Little Conestoga (Do. 75n). We find In EJnglish Plantation from being turned 
these names the beginnings of the into a Colony of Aliens. It may also 
Bnrkholder and Hess and Hoover require our Thoughts to prevent the 
families, who now Inhabit the Con- ! Importation of Irish Papists and Con- 
e<toc?a locality so numerously. Kitz- vicLs, of whom some of the most no- 
miller is not so numerous a name at torious I am credibly informed, have 
present; but the name Is found fre- 1 of late been Isnded In this River.** (8 
qnentlr In Berks and adjacent coun- Col. Rec. 342.) It is rather annoying 
ties. Pequea, in the region adjacent at this late day to have the ancestors 
to New Holland, received some addi- of our good German-Swiss people of 
tioniLl settlers this year, as well as did | this county dsssed with criminals or 
the Strasburg section : and on the Sus- 1 convicts. The growth of Papacy we 
quehanna. GeorRe Stewart obtained can here also see was struck at In 
200 acres, being a part of the land ; these earlier times. All these obstruc- 
owned by Isaac Taylor, between lands , tlons put In the wsy of the earlier 
of John Gardner and Robert Wllklns settlers add additional luster and 
(Do. 759). About the same time, glory to tlieir pluck in continuing to 
Joseph Jones was given the rii^bt to come and settle the land. 



settle on the Conowin^o Creek. 

1788— England Opposed to Further! 
Swiss S^tlement Here. , 

We have noticed that the proprietor 
of Pennsylvsnia and the Bngllsh In- 
habitants and owners of the province 



1728— Gennan-Swiss Actively Trading 
With Philadelphia. 
It is interesting to note the extent 
of the cmnmerclal and industrial ec- 
tivlty at different stages of our local 
historical development. The year 



of Pennsylvania, several times became 1 1728 was the year before Lancaster 
fi ir^htened less the L,ermans should I County was formed, and according to 



completely crowd them out. The fearlWitbam Marah, was the year that the 
seemed to have reached England this 'first house was built In the location. 

year, because thi- year governor Gor- 
don stated to the Ho!!se of Rcpre- 



which is now Lancaster. Samuel 
Blunston, who lived on the Susque- 
sentatives of Pennsylvauiit, in his ad- hanua, in writing a letter to James 



drees to them, that Great Britain de- 
manded these people should not be 
allowed to come into Pennsylvania 
hereafter. Part of his message on this 



Logan, dated the 12th of May 17SS. 
among other things, states that "there 

are a great many waprons goin^ down 
this week to Philadelpkia. and it is 



subject Is as follows: "I must make , needless now to engage any more for 

use of tl)i Opportunity to acquaint you may have yoor cbolca." He also 

you. that I have now positive Orders states that provisions were very 
from Great Britain to provide by a scarce in this section. (1 Pa. Arch, 
proper Law. a;;alnst these crowds of 1 216.) The reason I mentioned the 
Foreigners who are yearly pour'd in extracts from this letter is that It 

upon us, of which the late Assembly • shows the activity of o\ir German- 
took notice in a message to mc of the , Swiss ancestors in trading with Phil- 
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adelptata. So many wagons moylxie at 
that ttane between Phlladelptala and 
tlie Gomestoga Creek was to gtve* as 

be says, in his letter, any one a <dioioe 

of goin^ down by one of the several 
wagons continually on the move. 

IJSS-SwIes Brethren Again Ask Hal- 

kyi4's AM. 

This year the Swiss brethren suf- 
fering for religious sake and desiring 
to emigrate to America, asked Hol- 
land again to aid tbem. There was 
great poverty among Uiese suffering 
people at this time. But they were 



19i8-^wlB8 and German Brethren 
AUawei to Come IMo Peana. 
from Ktw Ttrk. 

This year a nnmber of tiie non-re* 

slstant brethren, who in the Exodus 
from Germany and Switzerland unto 
England in 1709 succeeded in reach- 
ing New Tork with Che assistance of 
Governor Hunter, were allowed to 
settle on Tulpyhocken Creek in Mont- 
gomery Ck>unty and surrounding 
country. There were 8,000 of th«n 
who came to New York, where they 
lived 19 years and then finding the 
New York policy not to their advant- 
age, prayed permission to move to 



not all honest in their poverty— not | Pennsylvania, which they were al 
only beggars; but also impostors. A lowed to do. (3 Col. Rec. 325.) 
ceruin Rudolph Agh. a teacher in the i72g-General Excitement and Alarm 
diurch was deposed Continues in Peana. from the 



€lenuui>SwlsB Influx. 

The large numbers of our German 



non-resistant 

from his office for Imposing on the 

charitably inclined. A Daniel Landes 

was found making collections without Swiss ancestors now continually 
warrant authority, also. He operated coming to us, increased the general 
In Germany and Holland. In Gerold- , alarm which had excited tne people 
shekn a Hans Burkholder, a teacher {for some time. The Assembly noted 
since 1702, was found soliciting from ^^^^ "thousands of Palatines" are now 
the Holland commissioners, a hun-'^°"''"^ ^^'^ strongly that they 
dred guilders and then five hundred "refused to obey" our laws. 13 Votes 
for the famjily of Christian Wenger. °' Assembly 42 ) R Is claimed they 
in,wvn.»^.i.h»^ u V c ^'^'■6 unlawfully on Tulpyhacken 

mpover shed as he said by reason of ^reek. This was false (.". Col. Rec. 
the catUe diseaae. The need was 325,. They were complained against 
found to be genuine. He asserted for owning and conveying land, oon- 
that the Mennonlst congregation at'trary to law, without being natural- 
Geroldshelm were tsubject to an extra 'zed (3 Vote^ of Assembly 42.) Many 
assessment or contribution of 1500 applied to be naturalized but were 
guilders toward the expense of the long delayed. (3 Votes of Assembly 
coronatton of the new elector. Com- i ^^-^ Reports oilciaUy made 

plaint was made against this by the cttlzenship and behavior were 

brethren who felt that Burkholder ; S^^*^' ^'^•^ The government of Penn- 
was urging the government to extract appointed a committee with 

f.^.,, »,i . , . ' ^ul' charge and control of the Menno- 

this from his own i)eop e, for profit to • * » 1 »i * /•> ir . 

wt_ M 1 H i^iuui lu jjjgj Palatinate question. (3 Votes 

himself. Numerous complaints were of Assembly 46.) Governor Keith was 
made about tbls by the brethren, also ^ their friend, however. (3 Col. Rec. 
against the poll tax upon them which . 325-326.) More petitions to be allowed 

was (loiibh'd about this time per capl- to hold land were filed by them— but 
la. (Mttller 208.) , the delay continued. (3 Votes of As- 
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Mmbly 435-43S.) The subject of the 
treatment of our German-Swiss an- 
cestors as to holding of lainl is com- 
prehensively treated in Mr. Sache's 
Work-3 and a sueelnct wiite-up of the 
name may be found in the Philadelphia 
Bulletin of Jan. 31, 1910, under "Men 
and Things." 

1(29 — <jerinan Swiss Inimiirnitlon into 
PennH)ivanla Tliis Viur. 

This is the year that Uiucaster 
County was created out of Chester 
County. The German Swiss immi- 
grants this year consisted, as far as 
the oath of allegiance is concerned, of 
only 2 ship loads contalninc; I'M heads 
of families or a toUl list of 3M (3 
Colonial Record 367, 368. also Vol 17. 
2nd. Series of Arrhives, pp. ir» and 
18 1. The ages are not given; hut the 
names of the female passengers who 
were on the last ship load are given, 
however. Tnrnin:? to the names we 
find that there were 2 FYeys— 3 Mil- 
lers — 3 Moores — 4 Macks — 2 Bossarts 
— 3 Snyders and 2 Weavers in the list 
and one each of the following: Bow- 
man - - Bunve^irilner — Christ — Esh- 
leman — llofter — Killheffer — Lon?- 
enecker — Ranch— >Rote and Snavely. 

1729— ?rataraIlsafJen of our Qerau 
Swiss Ancestors. 

As we have written before, the sub- 
pect of natur.^ ' i .: t on was a grievance 
■whidi '.v:is continually affertin.^ our 
ancestor^. A great leader in all stei>s 
for the advancement of these brethren 
was Martin Mylin (Ruiip 75). He was 
continually lookhu' out for their wel- 
fare. This year a large number of 
•tliese people were naturalized (Rupp 
121). The <'omi)lete act of natupallza- 
tlon is foun I in Vol. 1. Statutes at 
Large, pa.^^c 147, and, it seems that the 
original document itself, which Mar< 
tin Mylin so ably heli)ed to secure, 
was in the possession of himself and 
his descendants for many years. Rupp 



states that 114 years it was in the 

possession of the Mylin family; and 
when he wrote his hl-tory of the 
county. Abraham Mylin of West i^m- 
peter Township near Willow Street 
had the original naturalization act and 
showed it to him. The act as set 
forth in the Sututes at Large, omit- 
tlwg such parts sa are repetitions is 
as follows: "An act for the better 
enablin.u; divers inhabitants of the 
province of Pennsylvania to hold 
lands; and to invest them with the 
privileges of natural-4M>m subjects of 
the said province. 

Whereas by the encc»uras;emfnt 
given by the Honorable William Pcnu. 
Esquire, late proprietary and gov* 
ernor of the province of Pennsylvania, 
and by the permi-sion of hip late 
Majesty, King George the First, of 
blessed memory, and his predecessors. 
Kings and Queens of England, etc.. 
divers Protestants who were -nljjncts 
to the Euii)eror of Germany, a prince 
in amity with the Crown of Great 
Britain, transported themselvea and 
estates Into the province of Pennsy' 
vania between the ytKirs one ihousanl 
seven hundred auU one thousand ^even 
hundred and eighteen, and since ther 
cune hither have contributed to the 
enlargement of the British Empire 
and to the raising and improving 
sundry commodities lit fbr the mar* 
kets of Europe, and have always be- 
h:ive:l themselves religiously and 
peaceably, and have paid a due regard 
and obedience to the laws and gov- 
ern ment of thia j rovlnce 

(SecliDn 1.) Be it enacte 1 by the 
Honorable Patrick Gordon, Esquire. 
(Lieutenant) Governor of the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, etc, by and 
with the advice and consent of the 
freemen of the said Province in Gen- 
eral Assembly met. and by the author* 
Ity of the same. That Martyn Mylin. 
Hans r.raaf, Christian Stoneraen. 
Jacob Funk, Francis Neiff. Junior: 
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George Klndlck, John Durkholder. 

John Burkholder, Junior; Abraham 
Burkholder, Michael Bohnian, John 
Hess. John Fredericlc, Christopher 
Prenlman. Martin Harntst, Joseph 
Buckwalter. Felix Landas, Junior; 
Adam Prenlman, John Funk, John 
Bobman, John Taylor, Henry Neiff, 
M-iehael Mire. Henry Bare, Peter 
Bumganier, Melcor Hufford, Melcor 
Erlshman, John Brubaker, Jacob 
Nisley, Jacob Snevely, Jacob Goot, | 
John Woolslegle, Jacob Mire, Christo- 
pher Sowers, JoeeiA Stoneman, Dan- 
iel Ashleman.Chrlstlan Peelraan, John 
Henry NeiCf, John Henry Neiff, Junior; 
Abraham Hare. John Ferle, Jacob 
Biere. Peter Yordea, Peter Leamon, 
John Jacob Snevely, r?'aac Coffman, 
Andrew Coffman, Woolrlck Rodte, 
Henry Funk, Roody Mire, John Mylin, 
Jacob Bheme, John Coflttatan, Mlehao! 
Doneder, Charles Christopher, An- 
dres Shults. John Hawser. Christian 
Preniman, Jacob Miller, black; Henry 
Carpenter, Bmanuel C^wpenter, Ga- 
briel Carpenter, Daniel Herman, 
Christian Herman, Philip Fiere. 
Mat bias Slareraaker, big John Shenk, 
Jaoob Ohurts, Jacob SneTely, Junior; 
John Woolrick Houver. John Croyder, 
^^phn Lee?hte. Martin Graaf. Peter 
SmilB, Peter Newcomat, Jacob Bare, 
Junior; John Henry Bare, Jacob 
Weaver. Henry Weaver, John Weaver, 
David Longanlclcar. George Weaver, 
Abratiam Mire, Woolrick Houser, John 
Mire, Henty Museelmaa, Michael 
Shank, Jacob Miller. Jaoob Miller. 
Junior; Martin Miller, Peter Aybe, 
Hans Goot, Chrinian Staner. John 
JaC Q]? Light . Adam Brand, Christopher 
FYandscuB. Caspar liOUgSiman, Fred 
erick Stay. John Line. John Shwope, 
Bastian Royer, Jonas Iverow, Simeon 
King. John Aybe, Everard Ream, all 
of Lancaster County and John Negley. 
P.t rnard Re.^sor, John Wister, John 
Frederick Ax, John Philip Bohm. 
Anthony Yerkbias and Herman Yerk-j 



has, of Phil. County, be and shall be 

to all intents and purposes deemed. ' 
taken and esteemed His "Majosty's 
natural-born subjects of this province} 
of Penneylifmtia as If they and each 
of them (had been born within the said 
I)rovince. and shall and may and 
every of them shall and may within 
this province take, receive, enjoy and 
be entitled to all rights, privileges 
and advantages of natural-born sub- 
jects as fully to all intents, construc- 
tions and purposes whatsoever as any 
of His Majesty's nataral<4)om suh« 
Jects of this province can. do or ougfht 
to enjoy by virtue of their being Hla 
Majesty's natural-born subjects of 
His Majesty In said province of Penn* 

sylvania." fPaPFOd FeViruary It, 1729- 
30.) Apparently never considered by 
the Crown, but allowed to become a 
l«w by lapse of time, in accordance 
with the proprietary charter.) 

We observe in this that nearly aU 
of these are Lancaster County per- 
sons, and the act of naturalisation, in 
addition to giving them the rli;ht to 
hold land, glve^ us an aceurate his- 
tory of the time when they came to 
this country, as we observe that the 
preamble to the act states that they ^ 
csame between 1700 and 1718. In this, f 
therefore, many persons today may 
aacertain that their first ancestor In 
this country arrived here before the 
yeair 1718. 

ITM^Rohhert Harass Oar Early Oer* 
mn^SwisB AacMtors. 

A picture of the dangers which our 
early German-Swiss aneestors here 
were exposed to (in addition to dan- 
gers from Indians) is painted In an 
article found in the Oaxette of April 
12. 1729, as follows: 

"We hear there are associated to- 
gether a company of Irish roUbers* 
the chief of whom are said to be one 
Rennet. \\''hom they mil their captain: 
and one Lynch, whom they call their 
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lieutenant, with Dobbs, Wiggins and ' 
many others who skulk about this and 
tlie neighboring proYlnces; their 
lianies heins to steal the best horses { 
and load them with the best goods, 
and carry them off before people's : 
fMe% <wlileli thegr have lately done in I 
or about Conestoga. It seems their 
usual practice has been to steal 
horses from this province and the 
Jemeye and carry them to sell In I 
Ibiryland, Virginia and North Caro- 
Una. It Is said they began to grow ' 
more numerous and have a place of 
rendesTovs -where they meet to eon* 
suit how to perpetuate their roguer- 
ies and to entertain all like them- 
selves." 

This makes it clear tliat there were I 
many drawbacks in the "good old 
times" and that the pathway was far 
from a sunny one with continual fear 
of savages and robbers and wild ' 
beasts uppermost In the minds ot all. ' 

1719— CoMpIsfte Baglstrr Kept of te- 
■n-SwIss Imnlgraiite of Peua. 

Prom about the year 1726 onward It 
was the law that all immigrants into 
Fenna. who were not subject to Great 
Britain and Ireland were compelled 
to be registered and ttieir names, dates 
of arrivals and the ships in which 
they arrived were all taken down and 
preserved. Thus we have a list of 
about thirty thousand or more of the 
names of onr German Swiss ances- 
tors largely of this county, but con- 
taining some of adjoining counties. 
And in tbe Colonial Records these 
names may be found. Rnpp's "Thirty 
Thousand Names" was made up from 
these ship lists. By this means, 
thousands of people today in Lancas> 
ter County can find the names of the 
original members of their family who 
arrived here. They nearly alt came 
M from Rotterdam but the shtps touched 
at Cowes or other points In England, 
on the way to America. The names 



of these Imra5g:rants and the ships on 
which they came are entirely too 
numerous to set forth in this woilt 
as they constitute a complete book in 

themselves. 

1329— Temporan' Falllniir Off of Cler- 
man-Swiss Immigrants. 

The real exodus of German-Swiss 
immigrants into this section occurred 

a few years after 1729. In the year 
17_'8 the immigration was only 152 
families, making up 390 persons. In 
1729, 243 persons came end yet this 
number caused the English govern- 
ment to be much afraid of them. Dur- 
ing 1729 there were 267 Welsh immi- 
grants, 43 Scotoil, 1165 Irish and only 
243 Oerman-Swlss Palatines: and the 
same year by way of New Castle 
there was 4500 Irish immigrants. So 
we esn see that the number of Ger- 
man-Swiss that were coming at that 
time compared to the Irish was very 
small. Later, however, the German- 
Swiss came by thousands. (Rupp 
195-196.) 

Among the Irish there were some 
Irish noblemen, as appears In the 
Penna. Oasette of April 12tti this year. 

An account of the coming about this 
time of our ancestors is also found in 

(7 Haz. Reg. 150). 

1729— Conrad Beissel, the German's 
Great Friend, ArrlTSs. 

About 1720 there arrived In America 

a German native of great usefulness 
anil power. He settled at MilliJort. 
Lancaster County, in 1729, where he 
and a companion built themselves a 
house. He gave his attention to re- 
ligious matters almost entirely. He 
was the first In America to Insist that 
Saturday was the true Sahbath. He 
contended, therefore, that the 7th day 
was the Sabbath. Before he moved to 
Millport he had published a tract on 
the subject which caused a great deal 
of excitement throughout this region. 
(Harris 44.) 
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Wild Beasts— The >elKlibor8 of 
Onr Earlj Ancestors. 

A graphic picture of the wild ani- 
mals living plentifully about the rest* 
dencM of our German 8wiM ances- 
tors is given in the American Weekly 
Mercury of Jan. 14, 1729, and of Jan. 
27, 1729. The first la a pfctnre of a 
panther that was killed near Conea- 
toga. The article states that he had 
been among some of the swine in the 
night and the owner hearing a noise 
went out with a couple of dogs to 
drive him away. The animal had got- 
ten up into a large tree. The farmer 
did not know what kind of an animal 
it was. He made a fire under the 
trep and left the women of his house- 
hold to watch it, while he went to a 
neighbor for a gun. They Hred at the 
animal twice and the second shot 
hroke his fore Icj^s. 'I^he infuriated 
animal made a great desperate leap 
and fell to the ground near the peo- 
ple who just managed to get out of his 
way. The dopa seized him and after 
another shot he was killed. The sec- 
ond item Is also ahout Conestoga and 
this Item sets forth that at Conestoga 
the beginning of Jannarv-. Christopher 
Pranciscus was wakened up in the 
night by a disturbance among his 
sheep and he arose and went out and 
found that a wolf had been in the 
sheep pen but that in Jumping over 
the fence one of his legs was caught 
and he could not get away. Francls- 
cus took a strong grasp upon the 
wolfs neck and held his leg by his 
other hand: then he threw him on the 
ground and forced his knee on his 
i»o(iy and called for liis daughter, who 
came with a large knife and ripped 
him open, letting out his entrails. I 
put this under the date of 1780 be- 
cause in the olden times, January and 
February were the last two months 
of the year Instead of the first two— 
the first month being March when 
the calendar waa re>arranged about 



1750. January and February fell in 
the following year, so that it waa 
really 1780 In this ease. 

1730- -Indians at Conestoga Disap> 
proTe the Gireat lamsh of Ger- 
■aa-SwlM 

This year Captatai Giylllty. a chief of 

the Conestogas, wrote a letter to Gov- 
ernor Gordon saying that when he was 
at Lancaster a short time before he 
heard much talk about the crowds of 
"Dutch" who were going to settle on 
the Susquehanna and that the Indian 
lands were being surveyed there to be 
sold to the Dutch. This he said gaTe 
his tribe much trouble and uneasiness. 
The Indians' road for hunting would 
be shut off, he said. The letter is dated 
September 28, 1780. (1 Pa. Archives 
271.) 

17M— Ow Gerauui-Swiit JlM«tt»r» 
Hot to Bo Dnini ns Jnmi. 

According to Hazard (7 Haz. Reg. 
150) the sheriffs of Pennsylvania were 
ordered this year, by Gov. Gordon, not 
to summon any of the Uennonlst peo- 
ple nor the other non-reslstant sect 
as Jurors. This, he says, was don*' he 
cause they held God only could punish 
man and that the Gourta had no ri^t 
to deprive any one of liberty or life at 
all. Besides this, an oath was re- 
quired of a Juror and these people 
would not so qualify <Do. 158). One 
of the finest characters and purest 
minds in Pennsylvania, Emanuel Zim- 
merman or Carpenter, this year, 
framed and pushed to adoption a me- 
morial for the Amish and Mennonlsts 
and all plain sects, asking the legisla- 
ture to provide by a law passed that 
these people might take an afBrmatlon 
istead of an oath. 

KSO^^Ow ABceiten^ Gm4 Gkanctor 
Certiflei. 

In January this year the '^overno 
of Pennsylvania came out and certified 
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to the sterling qualities of the early 
Germans and Swiss here on the Sus- 
quehanna In a messaga to the Aasam- 
biy. All sorts of rumors had baen. 
aflo.it as to thoin for several years— to 
the effect that they were an unpatrio- 
tic and dlaloyal people. Thus when 
they petitioned for naturalization he 
made a careful Investigation into their 
character, customs, etc. And on this, 
point he says to the assembly: "Uponj 
application made to me in behalf of 
several Germans, now inh;il)itants of 
the County of L^ucastcr, that they ^ 
may enjoy the Rtghts ft Privileges of ; 
English Subjects. & for that End pray- j 
Ing to be naturalized; I have niaiio 
Enquiry & find that those whose, 
names are snbjoyned to a Petition that | 
will be laid before your House are ' 
principally such who many yoars ' 
since have come into this province 
under a particular agreement with our 
late HonourabV Proprietor at Ix)ndon 
& have re;?ularly taken up laruls under j 
him. It lilcewise appears to me by : 
good Information, that they have hith- ; 
erto behaved themselves well, :ind 
have generally so good a Character 
for Honesty and Industry as deserves 
the Esteem of this Ck>vemment ft a 
Marit of Its Regard for them. I am 
therefore inclined from these Consid- 
erations to favour their Request, ft 
hope you will joyn with me in passing 
a Bill for their Naturalization.'* 

17M— Oar Aaceston Fmjr thit Imal- 
fntfoB Tax Against Tliem Be 

BOMOTOd. 

In Vol o Vote? of Assembly, p. 99, 
there is a minute account of the peti- 
tion and application presented by our 
German-Swtes ancestors to have the 
Imnii'-^ration tax removal which dis- 
criminated asainst them. They failed 
In this, however, as the Bnglish gov- 
ernment felt a Jealousy against Ger- 
many and Switzerland on arrount of 
the strong and influential foothold ^ 



they wore cecurin? in the English 
government in America, especially in 
Pennsylvania. 

1710— QerBaa Swiss Immigration Into 
PoBBsrlTaato Tilt Tear. 

In 1780 the list of immigrants was 

piiKi:!, there being only three ship 
loads consisting of 147 persona or 440 
all told (3 Colonial Records, 385, 3S6. 
289. Vol. 17 Pennsylvania Archives,* 
2nd. Series, pp. 20 and 22). The names 
of the women and children are given 
in the last ship load and the ages of 
the entire lot. The oldest person was 
Christian Miller, M years old. There 
was another Mike Shever 50 years oM 
and Margaret Miller 50 years old. The 
ages of the others would average 
about 20 or 22 years. The greater 
number by far of them boinj: between 
20 and 35 years. This shows that 
they were mostly the middle aged peo- 
ple that were coming across at this 
time. Among the i)rominent families 
that came this year we And 3 Uairs — 
2 Burgers— 8 Hoffmans — 3 Hesses — ^2 
Hartmans — 3 Hertzlers— G Millers-^ 
Myers— 4 Schaeffers and 2 Smiths. 
There were also one each of the fol- 
lowing prominent temllies: Ammon 
— (loofl — Gross — Kellar — Kep- 
linger — Leaman — Mlnnlch — Ober- 
holtzer — Shultz — lUtner and Bricker. 

1781 — Our German-Swiss Ancestors 
Succeed in the Right To Hold and 
Transfer Land. 

After a hard struggle lasting through 
several years, our German-Swiss an- 
cestors succeeded in having a law 
passed allowing them rights in real 
estate the same as other people. The 
law was passed Feb. 6, 1731 (4 St. L. 
208). The Act sets out that at their 
own cost they purchased small pieces 
of land in Pennsylvania and erected 
churches and other houses of religious 
worship and school bousf^s and alms- 
houses thereon, and enclosed burying 
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grounds. It then «oe8 on and allows I tions above Manbeim In the Palatinato 

thorn the rights they prayed for. It In the year 1731: 



also allowed their religious societies 
to hold property for religious, educa- 
tional and diarltable purposes. 

17S1— Onr CtennaB-Swtu licetton 
Bviid Vtmj Chuckes ami School 
HoiMt. 

» — w — ' - - — ■ 

The Act of Aseembly last referre 1 to KauCfraan, Hans WIttmer. Hans Bloet 
shows plainly that our German-Swiss scher, Peter Gran's widow, Ulrlch 
forebeara built churches and schools Gletler, Nich. Neukomn, Nich. Ploet- 
as soon as they arrlred. i Mhor. Minister of the oongregatlon: 

—Ulrlch Neukomm of Qrlembach,— 
1<81— Kesldenre of Oiir Swiss Ances- Markus FTanU, and Hans Baechtel 
tors in the Talutlnate at Deacons. 



(1) The congregation on the Zleh- 
merhof one hour (4 miles) from the 
city of Wimpfen on the Neckar. to the 
northwest. The heads of the family 
are Ulrich Steckley. Nich. Schneuacli, 
Hans Loscher, Hans Wittmer, Jaco'i 
Lehmann's widow, Chr. Hodel. Jacob 



This Ttee. 

Mailer (p. 209-212) gives us an 
adequate idea of where the Swiss 

(who came to the Rhine Valley 



(2) The congregation on the Buech- 
elhoft two and one half hours 

from Wimpfen on the Neckar to the 
northwest: Christian, Hans and Dan- 
iel Neukomm. Peter and Jacob Kraeh- 



earlier Ihed in that Valley at this Bngersten's widow, 

lime. He says there were m the con- ^ich Wagner. Hans Horsch. Peter 
gregation at Friedelshelm (about Brand. Hans Kuendig. Tob Hodel 
eight miles from Neustadt) forty Minister of the Congregation Samuel 
famines. The ministers were Hanz , Boechtel at Unter-Oambfer, Nleh 
Tchantz (Johns) and Hans Jacob Krahenbuhl.— deacon at Dreschkllng- 
Schneider. In the congregation six i 

miles south of Worms 40 families. jg, ^he congregation at Hassel- 

ho^r rin h'' ''^^ Bischofsheim to 

holder Christian Burkholder Chris- t^e South Kaspar Rasy. Hans Hecht. 
Uan SUuffer,--the last named a dea- „^„g p^.^or Witmer, Melchoir 

con of Ober Snltahetol. Of the con- Bauman. Melchoir Huersch. Henry Vol 
gregat on of Ibershelm near Worms, j weiters (VoUen Veider s) widow.Hans 



the minister was Hans Jacob HeiBt- 



and Jacob Schenk, Oerarald Hofstetter, 



holder. In the Tribbach congregation, 
John Neff was minister and Hans 

I.«nganecker deacon. 



t^t^^t^^ deacon Abram Burk- g.^^^^, Uerstoln.' and Samuel Dier 

.stein's widow, Hans Ringstbacher's 
(Rindlisbacher), Chr. Gammann, David 
'^ff^.^r* Kattffman. Peter Rasch*s widow. Min- 
ister of the congregation: — ^Abr. Zer* 
sert on the R;nihof, Valautlne Wagner. 
— deacon at Hapolbach. 

(4) The congregation at Halmstad 

x„ / G t V . ]**^^ ^^^^ Bischofsheim to the 

1.81->an,.« of Swiss Mennonltes In ^^^th. Ulrlch Iseli. Henry and Hans 

Upper Rhine Valley This Year. Wa.^ner, Christian Kleh, Andr. Diter, 

MflUer (page L'09 et seq.) give the Andr. Schmits. Peter Nenenschwan- 

following persons as those constitut- der, Peter Aebi, Nichlaus Strahm, Val. 

tng the Swiss Mennonlte conEfrega- ; Schmits. Minister of the congrega- 



says Miiller. there were in the Palati 
nate (or Rhine Valley) 458 families 
of Swiss below Manhelm and 160 
families above Manhelm— in all 61 S 

families. 
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(ion: Hans Schmitz at Haelnistad and 
Chr. Schmitz of the same place. 

(5) . The congregation of the Bok- 
schaft two hours from Ebingra to the 
northwpst: Hans Landis, Hans and 
Chr. Brand, Hans Diersteln Peter 
Moser. David Kobol, Ulrlch Burkhal- 
ter. Chr. Martin, Hans Scbaerer's 
w iflow. Samuel NysH. Samuel Hess, ' 
Samuel and Martin Meyer, Hans Hu- 
ber, two Hans Scbaerer, Hans Graf, 
Chr. Shenk. Chr. Knitter* Chr. Ober- 
holtzer, Peter Graf. Minister of the 
rongresation: Heinrich Kuendig In 
Grambach. Martin Krelter. deacon in 
Zetlingen. 

(6) The congregation on the Strei- 
genberg. one hour from Ebln^en east- 
ward: Heinrich Beer, Samuel Funk, 
two Hans Frei. Hans Baehr, Fr. 

,Rohrer, Hans Hodel, Hans Funk, Jost 
Cf'necki, Hans Mueller. Ministers of 
the congregation. Chr. Janw. on Strel- 
genberg, Hans Funk in Richen, Hans 
Heinrich, Mueller,— deacon in Bbin- 
gen; Peter Plaettle, deacon In Strel- 
genberg. 

(7) The congregation in Wesingen 
two hours from Durlack eastward, 
Hans Chr. Ruth (Rupp?). Samuel] 
Kraehenbuehl, Nich. Hassler, Hans ' 
Eschbacher, Hans Gut, Hans Bauman, 
Phil. Schneider. Minister of the con . 
gregation; Chr. Eschbacher in Wes- 
ingen. Ulrlch Schneider,— deacon In 
Kraetzlngen. (Ropp 209.) 

(8) The congregation in Meeke- i 
shelm. two hours from Neckarsmond, j 
southward: Samuel Ploetscber, Jas. 
Huersch, Nlcb. Brand, Peter and Hans 
Bueller, Hans and Jacob Zety, Hans 
Rohrer, Nich. Myer's widow, BenJ. 
Nich. and two Hans Mnssplman (Mos- 
imann''l. Hans Jacob and Ilau.? 
Kauflman. .Minister of the congrega- 
tion: David Kauffman In Dasbach, 
Hans Bresler In Langsael, Hob. Lan- 
dis, deacon in Zutzenhansen. 



(9) The congregation on the high 
Eckerhof one hour from Wersloch 
eastward. Jacob Sliallenberger, Chr. 
Wenger's widow, Hans Gleller, Peter 
Allenbach, Nlcholaus Gutzler, Jost 
Gutzler's widow, Chr. Fuchs, Nich. 
Bachtel, Daniel Hattel, Haas FUhnan, 
Nat Schenk's widow. Minister of tiie 
congregation: Christian Baclimaii,ia 
Werslonh, Hans Meyer In convent 
I.iogeheld, Hans Plaetcher, deacon in 
Mechersheim. 

(10) The congregation on the 
Haschlof one hour from Neustadt. 
northward. Peter Schneider, Chr. 
Frantz, Andreas Moeselmann, Peter 
Kunzl, Daniel Qran, Ulrieh Nenkomn. 
Minister of the congregatioa: Chr. 
and Nath. Moeselmann. 

(11) Tlie congregation on the Im- 
melthaeuserhof, one hour from Sintx- 
hetm, southward, Chr. Buenkeli, 
(Blnggeli) Samuel Frei. Hans Baehr, 
Hans Brand, Heinrich .Mueller, Hein- 
rich Schab, Peter Gut, Claus Gerber, 
Hans Llenhard. Jacob and Samuel 
Schneider, Martin and Jacob Ober- 
holtzer, Chr. Huber. Minister of the 
congregation: Chr. Eicher on the Im 
melhaenserhof, Rudolph Linhard at 
Rohrbach, Peter Moser, deacon In 
Lu.u:oflrid. Hans Plaetcher, deacon In 
-Mechersheim. 

(12) The congregation in Tbern- 
helm, one half hour from Slntsheim 
southwestward : Jacob Meyer. Chr. 
Herr. Rudolph Plaetscher, Peter 
Brand. Hans Wlsler. Hans Pfaeffli. 
Hans Herr, Nlcfa. Kratter, NidL 
Meii. Hans Jacob Santer, Bend. Yfiga- 
ler. Minister of the consrrearatlon : 
Rundolp Linhard of Rohrbach, Sam- 
uel Meyer,— deacon at Dlrhh^m. 

(IS) The congregation on the 
Rohrhof, two hours from Mannheim 
ea.stwards, Hans Schwarz, Wolfgan? 
Hall, Hans Rudolph Schneebeli, Hans 
Jnerg Bachstel, Hans Meyer's widow, 
Ha^ Bachman, Meldi. Hiuirl, Hans 
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Wegner, Peter Burchdalff, Hana Jacob 
Soiineider, Hans Saurer, Qreg. Stoe-^ 
ger'a widow. Ministers of the congre-, 

gatlon: Jost. Eschbacher. in Oelbel- 
lenheim, Melchoir Foelmaun in 
Braehhauaen, Cbr. Nenkommer, — dea-| 

con in the Rohrhof making together i 
160 house fathers or families, | 

mi— Additional German Swiss S«i>' 
Uemeats In Our Countj. ^ 

Rupp says, page 78, Mart Kendig 
built a walnut log house on his large 
tract of 1080 acres. This tract, as we 
have seen before, included all the 
land between Willow Street pike and 
the West Willow road on the east and 
west and extended from the property 
of WUllam O. Menini;er to John Rush 
on the north and soutli. 

According to the Colonial records, 
Volnme 3, page 381, seven shiploads 
of German-Swiss arrived at Philadel- 
phia this year and nearly all came to 
the Conestoga Valley, (See page 417). 
Several Aeta of Assemblr were passed 
concerning these people. They laid a 
duty or tax upon them because they 
were foreigners, (See 4 Statute ac 
large, 135). Laws were also passed 
naturalizing them and enabling them 
to hold land. (See same book, page 
20). The discussion concerning this 
right to hold land, as It toolc place In 
the Assembly of Pennsylvania may be 
found in Vol. 3 votes of A.ssembly, 
page 131. Many of them were 
naturalised by a later act, tills same 
year. The naturalization is found In 
4 Statutes at Large 147. We have 
discussed under the date of 1729. 
Tliose nattiralixed under the act 1731 
(Page 219) were German Swiss who 
settled in Philadelphia County and 
city and Bucks County and Chester 
Conntr. Some of the names promi- 
nent In the list are: Zlegler, Detweil- 
er, Hunsecker, Zimmerman, Schmidt, 
Mayer, Bowman, Swartz, Andrews, 
Levand. KaufEman« Shenkel, Hoff- 



nagel, Cressmao. Punk, Schrack, 
Seltser. Pennypaclcer. Hollanblak» 

Relff, Peters, Kline, Snyder, Kosdorf, 
Sander, Hauchnuin. Roth and Acker. 
.None appear in the list as Lancaster 
Conntjr settlers. 

17tl — Early Forest Fires and Other 
IteBi, 

In the American Weekly Mercury 
under the date of April 15, tills year 
the following items appear, "lASt 

Monday (April 12) a number of wa- 
f,'ons, coming from Conestoga to the 
city of Philadelphia laden with flour 
and hemp, etc, were set afire by burn- 
ing bushes along the road. Hie hemp 
burned with such violence, that it was 
with gre^it dlflBculty that they saved 
the wagon. They lost all their hemp, 
four bags of flour and six bags of pro- 
vender." 

This Item shows that there was a 
trade between Conestoga and Phila- 
delphia, In the hemp and flour busi- 
ness. The mills on the Conestoga and 
other Lancaster County places were 
manufacturing flour for Philadelphia 
and growing hemp. Hemp raising 
was so general, among our Germans, 
that In fact, Hempfield Township was 
named from it Another thing made 
plain is that there were evidently, 
much wood and underbruali along the 
road in these early times, nearly 183 
years ago or more. 

Prom the Pennsylvania Gkizette. 
under the date of May 6, 1731. there Is 
an Item reported as follows: "From 
Lancaster County, we hear that on 
the 18th past the woods being afire 
some people fearing that their fences 
would be burned, went out to save 
ihem, when a child following them 
wandered along the rails and being 
surrounded by fire the flames seized 
her clothes and she was burned to 
death." lliis is not an unusual item 
especially; but It gives some light 
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upou the early condition in and about 'whom there is reliable proof, is that 
Lftnouter. I of Dantol Aahleman, who camo ho- 

Another item of early German Swiss fore 1718. as set forth in (ho Act of 
da>'8, of Lancaster County, is that, naturalization which embraced him. 
surrounding the name of Mary Ditch- recorded In Vol. 4 St L. 147. He ia 
er, in Volume 9 of Haaar'a Register, I stated there as one of thoae who came 

page 119. Mr. Con.vnKh2;:im. proficient before 1718 and as a native of Lan- 



writer, states that, land back to the 
Susquehanna river, waa settled In the 
Neighborhood of Columhla, by Far- 

rlcks. Strlckler. Garbers, and others; 



caster County. (See also Kupp 125.) 

John Eshleman, above named, ar- 
rived In Philadelphia aa one of a ahlp 

load of 269 Palatines, (Swiss Pal.i- 



and that they purchased their first: tines) from Rotterdam by way of Lon- 
right from Mary Ditcher, an old Ger- j don and Cowes on September 21, 1731, 
man woman who went ahout making ; in the ship Brittanla and signed the 
what she called, Improvements. This rloclaration of fidelity to the Govern- 
consisted of a few sticks put together ment of Pennsylvania that day. (3 
and a fire kindled and a kettle hung j Col. Rec 414 and 41K.) He lost no 
over it, which constituted her claim. | time in readiing Lancaster, for as we 



She would sell out her claim for a 
trifle and then move and take up an- 
other claim. The artlele oontinnea 
and says that she wandered through 



have stated, 8 days later Martin Mylln 
settled his passage and head money. 
Mylin lived on Pequea Creek near 
Willow Street. According to the same 



woods leadiu? her hnrse, which was record page 367 and 368, Jacob Eshle- 



her only property, with her knitting 
in her hand and clad in sheep akin. 
The writer gives a good description 
of the founding of Columbia, also. 

17tl— The EshleMi Pnrilr* 

The following receipt is found In 
Rupp pa^e 7r>, "Received September 



man arrived about Aug. 19, 1729, with 
a ship load of Palatine Swiss of ISO 

persons in the ship Mortonhouse, from 
Rotterdam by way of Deal ; and algn* 
ed the promise of fidelity, etc. 

And Hendrlck Eshleman (Ishelman) 
arrived about Aug. 24, 1728, In the 
ship Mortonhouse from Rotterdam by 



29, 1731 of Martin Mylin, 8 pounds, 11 ; way of Deal, with a ship load of 200 
shilling and 8 pence for passage and Paiatlne Swiss immigrants (See Do. 
head money of John Escheilman. 327 A 328). It Is evident, therefore. 

Signed Thomas Lawrence," that the p!oneer.s of the family here. 
This sui^KcstB that an item on the go back to the days at the first open- 
Eshleman Family might properly be ing up of civilization in our Susque- 
entered at this point i banna Valley— near year 1710. 

The Eshlemans arrived in .\merica There were also Peter Eshleman. 
and in the Susquehanna Valley, much Au?. 28, 1733, in ship Hope; Barbara 
earlier than 1731; and perhaps the Eshleman, and Jacob Eshleman. the 
chronology of these annals would be same time— and aeveral more in early 
bettor preserved, by this item havin?; ypars. (See Vol. 17 2nd Ser. ^a. Ar- 
been entered under the earliest date chives pages 13, 16, 17, 29, 30. 85, 86, 
of any Eshleman arrival here. But as 88, 90. 282, 284, 433. 439, 440 and 494. 
that was omitted, this item may as' But mention Is made In European 
properly be entered now as at any records, of Eshlemans on the move 



other time. 



toward Philadelphia and the Susque- 



Thc earliest arrival of an Eshleman hanna Valley much earlier than the 
in what is now Lancaster County of , above dates. 
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In tho account given by Melchoir 
Zahler (Zeller) in 1710 of those who 
were being deported for America in 
the ahip sent down the Rhine that, 
year, he mentions Michael Eshleman, 
a Mennonlst deacon and Margrlth 
Eshleman. (See Ante 159 & 160.) They 
did not proceed farther than Nimewe- 
gen in Holland, however. | 

As to the old Swiss home and an-j 
cestry of the f:inii!y. It appenrs from 
Ernest Miillor of L:inKnau, Switzer- 
land (a noted historian) that about 
1550 the Elshlemans were flmt known | 
in the Langnau district— a short dis- 1 
tance southwest of Berne. In the list 
of Monnonites driven out of Langnau | 
in lGd2 occurs the name Elizabeth < 
Bshleman the old flah womaa and her | 
two daughters — Magdalena and Elsa 
and also Ely Eshleman's wife .Magda- j 
lena. (See Ante 127.) According to 
Kuhns in a letter written to Cyrus H. | 
Eshleman of Qrand Haven, Michigan, 
a few years ago, an infant Peter Esh- 
leman, son of Benedict Eshleman, was i 
baptized in Langnau in 1556. He 
states that there are tew, if any, 
earlier Eshleman records In Switzer- [ 
land than this. The Consul of the 
United States, at Berne states that 
there are 20 or more Eshleman fami- 
lies in Berne: and that the family may 
be of Bernese origin — that is in 
western Switserland. 

17S1 — The Eshleman Famlij. 
(Continued.) 

But the Eshlemans are numerous 
throughout the Emmenthal too, which 
is a short 'list mce northeast of Berne. 
They are found in Trachseiwald,. 
Summivwald and Burgdorf as well as I 
In Langnau. It seems that the family | 
lived earlier th<in 1550 in the Emmen- 
thal and embraced the Baptist or Men- 
nonite faith during the migration of , 
the Zurich refugees Into the Emmen- 
thal about 1530. | 



The origin of the Eshleman name is 
not dearly established. Imobersteg 
who published a work on the Emmen- 
thal in 1876 says that the Aeschli- 
mann (Eshleman) family originates 
from Aeschlen In "Gemeinde" (con- 
gregation) of DIesbach, in the Emmen- 
thal. And a certain Michael Aeschli- 
mann, nicknamed "der Bergmichael" 
or mountain IQchael Eshleman was 
one of the leaders of the peasant war 
against the industrial tyranny and 
landed tyranny of Switzerland, about 
Berne, in 1653. This I Cite on the 
authority of Cyrus H. Eshleman of 
Grand Htiven, above referre;! to. He 
has a copy of Imoberateg's book. 

Authorities give two or more deri- 
vations of the name ''Eshleman.*' It 
Is said by them th:tt the name may 
mean one who came from the village- 
of Aeschlen or Aeschi or Aeschli, re- 
ceiving the name Aesdillmann to de- 
signate them after they removed to 
another town to denote their original 
home. Another theory is that an 
Aeschllmann was one who was an 
overseer of an Aesch. a section of cul- 
tivated land extending around a small 
town. In the old towns in Switzer- 
land the land round about them was 
called the Aesch and the tenants lived 
In the center In a small cluster of 
houses. The overseer for the noble- 
man (owner of all the land the vil- 
lage was built on and extending some 
distance about it in all directions) 
was the Aesch-man. And the "11" is 
said to be a Swiss localism whose use 
made the name of the overseer the 
Aesch-Ii-mann. 

Authors in the "Pennsylvania Ger- 
man" at different places give inter- 
esting history relative to the Eshle- 
man family. In the number for June 
1910, page 373, Kuhns, commenting on 
Imobersteg, says that Aeschlimann 
comes from the parish of Aeschli in 
DIesshadi— he also si^s in number 
for Oct 1906, page 311, that there are 
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many EshlemanB In Langnau to tWB 
day— und«r Oct 1906, page 610. he 
says he found AeadbllmaiinB also in 
the district ot Meilln in Canton Zur- 
ich, etc. But the name does not ap- 
pear in the Lexicon of Leu (Switzer- 
land) . 

There to an Itehleman family coat- 
of-arma too. Bmeat MttUer. of Lang- 
nau, Switzerland, has considerable: 
knowlprl^o upon it. The description 
of the coat-of-arms given, is as fol- 
lows: There is shown upon it a man 
and an Bschbaum (ash tree); bat it 
seems that in other instances there is 
described a man and a fish "Aeschi." 
The name, however, seems to be older 
than the coat-of-arms. The Eshleman 
family hold family reunions annually. 
Mrs. John Flaharty. of Plains, Lu- 
xeme County, Pennsylvania is the 
Secretary of the association. 

Hon. W. U. Ilensel, of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, states that, heading the 
list of those who died In the old 
Swltserland wars, in long columns on 
tablets on Memorial buildings in 
Berne, the names of several Aescbli- 
manns stand at the top of the lists. 

In tlie County of Lancaster there 
are 180 of Bshleman adults and heads 
of families noted, and in the city di- 
rectory 53 heads and adults, total 233. 

In America at large today there are 
perhaps f9ur or five thousand of 
ttiem. They are found, according to 
Cyrus H. Eshleman, of Grand Haven. 
Michigan, in the followini; large! 
American cities: Boston, .New York, ^ 
Rochester, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Baltimore. Memphis, Washington, D. 
C. Columbus. Cincinnati, Cleveland. 
Toledo. Detroit, Minneapolis. Chica- 
go, Springfield. St. Louis. St. JosejA, 
Kansas City. Indlanapolto, Slouz City* 
Seattle end Los Angeles, etc 



17tl-^G«rau BirfM iBBlkfatfSB tat* 
PfOMyliniite lUt Tmuw 

According to the Colonial Records 

and other records this year, 4 ahip 
loads of the German-Swiss or Pala- 
tine-Swiss reached Pennsylvania. (> 
OoL Ree. 410-18-14-16.) The number 
of male heads of families of these four 
shop loads was 235; and the total 
number of Immigrants was 688. Of 
the most general families residing in 
Lancaster County we find the follow- 
ing: 2 Huberts— 2 Leamens — 3 Kee- 
seys— 2 Ritters and 6 Smiths. 

One representatiye of each of the 
following families were among these 
Immigrants: Albert — Bumgartner — 
Bauman — Bender — Crunw — Die- 
trtdc — Bshleman — Frey — FHemnn 
— Fisher — Hiestand — Myers — 
Metzgar — Roth — Rohr — Seyier — 
ShulU — Snyder — ' Yogell — Wana- 
maker and Wald. 

The women and children's names 
are given in most instances and fre- 
quently there were more women than 
men. In the ship-load of the vessel 
called "Pennsylvania Merchant" qual- 
ified at Philadelphia SepU 11. 1731. 
there were 56 women above 16 and 
58 children under 16. (Second Series 
Pa. Archives, Vol. 17, page 25.) In 
the ship load coming In the ship Brit- 
tania Sept 21, this year, the ages are 
given and they average about 22 years, 
women, men and children. One child, 
only 5 weeks old, is reported. It 
was born in passage. Another child 
landed 16 days old. That is aboat all 
that we can collect of Interest in the 
immigration of 1731. 

1782— German Swiss Immigration into 
PennsylTsnia This T«ar» 

Tbe year 1782 records the heglnnias 

of a new inrush into Pennsylvania, of 
German Swiss or Palatines. Accord- 
ing to Colonial Records, (3 Col. Rec. 
429. 31, 62. 58, 54, 65, 66, 57, 68. 65 and 
66) eleven vessels of these people ar- 



Digitized by Google 



IMMIChRANTS OF 1732 TO SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY. 



243 



rived this year, making a total of 762 
heads of familleB and a total cargo ol 
Abont 1950 persons. The first Tessel 
arrived on May 4, this year — the sec- 
ond lii August — the next seven In Sep- 
tember and the last one in October. 

Turning to the names 'we find the 
following persons of familiar names 
in the list: 16 Albrights— 4 lireckleys 
—5 Bairs (Bears) — 3 Bumgartners — 5 
Bergers— 3 Briekers — 5 Benders — 4 
Brandts— 7 Brackbills — 2 Balmers — 2 
Bernthelsels — 4 Burkholrlcrs — 2 Bol- 
lingers — 2 ^uchers— 3 Basslers — 6 
Beavers— 7 Cramers— 12 Cnsts— 6 
Eniernians — 8 Freys— 11 Frantxes^ 
Fishers— 3 r,erlarhs— :^ CrofTs — 9 Hoff- 
mans — 4 Hartmans — 7 Hostetters — 8 
Kleffers— 2 Kreiders — 2 Hamiches— 2 
Hoaks— 2 Hoffers— 2 Keeseys^ Kel- 

lars — 2 Kppliir^erR — 2 Kolbs — 7 Kiihns 
— 2 Kauffnians— 4 Klings — 3 Longs — 
18 Myers— 7 Mumaws — 18 Millers— 24 
Mussers — I Peters— 2 Pickels— 2 Ack- 
ers— 2 Andrews — 2 Abels — 4 Rupps — 2 
Hitters— 6 Seylpr? -10 Stauffers — 3 
Sayders — 8 Steinmaus — 2 Sanders — 4 
Saddlers — 3 Schusrmeyer — 8 Strauss— 
2 Schlaughs — 2 Spanglers — 6 Schocks 
—2 Sigmana— 3 Wolfs — 6 Weavers and 
Webers— 7 Wagners — 17 Zimmermans 
and 4 Zleglers. 

There also appears one each of the 
following friniilios: Sprocher — Schu- 
man — Shaub — Shilling — Berger — 
Godienanr — Osrhart — Gable — 
Klelnhons — Keeler — Kline — Mose- 
man — Byerly — Brenner — BechtoUl 
— Reinhart — Shearer — Landia — 
Pellman — Albert — Hostetter — 
Frank — Braekbill — Gerlach — Her- 
man — Krelder — Moseman — Biirk- 
holder — Kellar — Kolb — Lehman — 
Zlrcher — Meek — Oberhollzer — ; 
Robrer — Smith — Snyder — Schuyl- j 
er Wenrlol — w.■a^ '-r — Zlegler — | 

Crist — Cap]) aii'I Chiistiiin. 

A large number of women and chil-| 
dren came with the Immigrants on the 
•hips that arrived in the fall. There 



were not many old jioople, as far as 
ages are given, among these Immi- 
grants. The ages of the men average 
28 years — that of the women 27 years 
and of the children 7 and one-half 
years. 

In some of the earlier Immigrations 

the people that came were older per- 
sons; but it seems that In later years 
the spirit of Immigration, into the 
Susquehanna Valley, was taken u|» by 
the younger people as the above de- 
tails seem to show. 

17t9 — HafAshlps of 0«r Ctonmn- 

Swiss ABcettors on the Sea. 

In the Pennsylvania Gazette, the 
fourth newspaper published In Amer- 
ica (which was begun by Benjamiu 
Franklin in 1728, and which exists to 
this day in the form of the Saturday 
Evening Post) there arc set forth the 
following accounts of hardships en- 
dured by our early 0«man Swias 
local ancestors in coming across the 
sea. 

The first item is found in the issue 
of February 8, 1732, and is as follows: 

"There is a letter in town from 
some Palatines who embarked at Rot- 
terdam in June last in a ship bound 
for this place, but instead arrived at 
Martha's Vineyard, an island on the 
coast of New England— containing an 
account that the ship, being four auii 
twenty weeks in her passage, their 
provisions fell sliort, and In the last 
eight weeks they had no bread : but a 
pint of grouts was all the allowance 
for five persons per day. They ate all 
the rats and mice they could catch, 
mil the price of a rat was I8d. and 
of a mouse fid. and water 6d. a 
quart. That seven persons died of 
hunger and thirst in one night; and 
of 150 passengers, which came on 
board at Rotterdam, over 100 were 
miserably starved to death. When at 
length it pleased God that a sloop 
should meet them and conducted the 
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ahlp into Homes-Hole. a harbor ottlie 
above named Island. In the flrst 
three days after their arrival fifteen 
more died, who had been reduced so 
low by famine tbat It wae Impossible 
to rcrover them. They write further 
that thej- thinlc if they had continued 
at sea three days longer, they should 
all bare died, no one being able to 
hand another drop of water. But the 
good people of the. island are very 
charitable to them and do everything 
in their power to refresh them; so 
that many who were famished and 
near deatli began to revive, but none 
are yet strong enough to travel." 

What was done for their relief ap- 
pears in an article in the same paper, 
date:l February 22. It is as follows: 

"fiovernor Gordon has been pleased 
to write a letter to the Governor of 
Boston, in behalf of the distressed 
Palatines on Martha's Vineyard as 
follows: 

"'Sir — On the application of several 
Germans and others from the Pala- 
tinate, now inhabiting this province. I 
am to address you on behalf of their 
unhappy countrymen, who, after a 
passage of twenty-four weeks from 
Rotterdam, are lately arrived at a port 
in your government, near R. I., as I 
suppose. The enclosed being an 
exact translation of a letter from 
them to a Dutch Minister here, sets 
forth fully tlieir mlainiJon'^ circum- 
stances, and the horrid barbarity with 
which they have been treated by 
Lohb, the master of the vessel, who 
s»«oni?: to h:ive formed a desipin tn de- 
stroy them, in order to posses himelf 
of their effects, which are said to have 
been very considerable, when they 
cmbarketl. A gentleman of your 
ircodnoss an.1 humanity cannot but be 
moved with jiity, for the miserable 
conditions of these poor wretches, and 
with a Just indi^^nation agalQst the 
author of their misforfnnes. And as 
it will be an act of great charity to 



relieve and protect the first, it wilt 
be no less a necessary act of justice 
to call the last to strict account That 
if he cannot acquit himself of what 
is laid to his charge^ he may reap the 
just reward of his oppressioii and 
cruelty. 

" 'I am with much respect, sir, etc 

'"Philadelphia. PY-bniary 9. 1732.' " 

And in the issue of May 18th we 
have a brief account of the slow 

progress of these suffering people on 
fhf'ir foilsome journey from Boston to 
their final home with tliclr brethren 
here in this land of Peqnea and Con- 
estoga. 

It is as follows: 

"Philaflelphla, May 18. —Saturday 
last arrived here 34 Dutch passengers, 
being those who came into Martha's 
Vln^ard halt starved in December 
bpt. They have since been in Bos- 
ton, where they say the people took 
them into their houses and used them 
very kindly, so that many of them 
were at no charge, all the whi'e they 
waited for passage: and. niorrover. .x 
collection was made among the in- 
habitants for their relief, by which 
200 pounds was gathered and given to 
them. The Captain who brought them 
from Holland was prosecuted there 
on their account: but the accusations 
against him were not made good sad 
he was acqulttetl and has since ar- 
rested those five who signed the let- 
ter for damages, and they are forced 
to remain behind to answer his ac- 
tion. 'Tis said the people who arriv- 
ed here complain almost as much of 
being abused by those five, who were 
the chief persons among them, at 
they in their letter did of the Cap* 
tain." 

It may be that some of our town 
ancestors were among that desolate 
body of men and women, fleeing to 

this land to escape persecution and 
poverty at home in Europe. 
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I75S— Another Picture of Suffering Nicholas Boshung and Philip Mel- 
and Uardsliips. ' choir Meyer and John Peter Appel. 

Another picture of the dreadful ex- , and Lanrens Kleffer, and BalUer 
perlences whtcb ignorant Pa]atlnea Gerlacli, and Stei»lien Mats and Jotin 

subjected themselves to in their tedi- George Martin, and Lndwlg John Herr 
ous journey to our land is shown in and Sebastian Drucltmiller, and John 
an item of the same paper of October shock and Conrad Get^ and Mathias 
19, 1732. It Is as follows: I Uugggr and Jo)ui Vogel and John 

••Sunday last arrived here Captain ( Hottman. and jbhll" Jacob 
Tymberton. in L; weeks fi^m Ko g^,^,,.^ ^ ^j. 

dam, with 220 Palatines — 44 died in . , ' ^. , * 

their passage About three weeks ^J"^; 
ago, the passengers dissatisfied with list. 

the length of the voyage, were so im- , We recognize ail of these as com- 
prudent as to make a mutiny, and, j mon LAnoaster County names. It is 
being the stronger itarty, have erer ! Indeed interesting to contemplate that 
since had the sovernmcnt of the res- these persons (ancestors no doubt of 
sel, giving orders from among them- present families of the same name 
selTes to the captain and sailors, who [ ^ow in our county) suffered such a 
were threatened with death in ease of I disfSonraglng experience on their 
disobedience. Thus, having sight of lourney here. What a fascinating 
land, they carried the vessel twice story they must have told their chil- 
back wards and forwards between our | dren and grandchildren of their des- 
capes and Virginia, looking for a perate plight, at sea. No wonder they 
place to go ashore, they knew not miitiniod! Qrdinairly 10 to 12 weeks 
where. At length they compelled the t^re quite sufficient to make the pas- 
sailors to cast the anchor near Cape aage. But these people saw no land 
May, and eight of them took the boatl^^^'* weeks of patient 

by force and went ashore; from '^a^' in ^- Then they became frightened 
whence they have been Ave days com- —horror stricken. They felt that they 
ing up by land to this place, where [ were lost— lost on the great Atlantic 
they found the ship arrived. Those , ^cean, with no land in sight any- 
concerned In taking the boat are com- ^ where. Tliey threaten the master and 
mitted to jjrison." I seamen and take charge of the ship. 

Those indeed were times that tried j "^l" did at the end of 14 weeks 
men's souls. <"* the account states, about Z 

\^ This ship was the "John and Wll- woeks before landing. 

Ham" which reached Philadelphia Think of the scene on that ship 
October 17, 1732. under Captain Tym- from another point According to the 
berton from Rotterdam according to . record there were 98 women and chll- 
Vol. 17, Sec. Series of Pennsylvania dren on the vessel when It landed in 
Archives, page 72. addition to about the same number of 

Taming to the list of passengers on men. What terror they must have 

^ that ship we find Martin Lorens, ' experienced and how the ^Idren 
George Albright, Jacob and Benedict must have cried In terror. How des- 
and Hans Peter Brackbill, and John perately in despair were the mothers. 
Peter Reinhart, and John Martin How helpless all of them! Think too 
Schaeffer, and Jaco^ Weber and Old- ' of the deaths— 44 deaths that voyasa. 
eon Hoffer. and Jacob T^enrlch and That is, one each third day dies and 
John George Sprecher, and John . is sunk in the sea. 



Digitized by Google 



246 BHOTUKRLY COMMUNICATIONS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS. 



It took brave louls indeed In thoie 

days to cross the ocean and found a 
new land. This was. no doubt, one of 
many similar fated ships. And ac- 
cording to the preceding Item, that 
vessel had a much more terrifying 
experience. These people were surely 
persons of grim determination; and it 
Is not a great wonder that they anc- 
ceeded in establlshlns themselves 
comfortably in a little while after they 
reached their new home here on the 
Joneetoga. 

17S2->]llnlaton and Members In the 
Pabttaate. 

The name Landis appearing in the 
Bhi;i rrc' irds of this year suggests to 
Ub that an important item, that is 
dated 1709, was omitted. We, there- 
fore. Insert it at this place. It is a 
greeting and communication from the 
brethren in Switzerland to tlie breth- 
ren in Holland, and It is as follows: 

March 3, 1709. 

Wc the ministers and elders of the 
Monnonitp ronpres^ations here wish 
ail miuiuterB and elders of the Ana- 
baptist (Taufesinden) congregation in 
the Netherlands, much grace, peace 
and blessing from God. the Father of 
all Grace, through the comfort and 
blessing of the Holy Spirit, In Christ 
Jesus, Amen. 

It pleased, floii the lyord. by his Al- 
mighty hunu to call our brother 
Christian Phlein from this world, and 
thus close his earthly career. Since 
then his accounts, and some errors 
and discrepencies have been discov- 
ered, and this fact has had rather a 
wide circulation among the people and 
caused much unpleasant gossip; sev- 
eral have been gone so far as to enter 
complaint against ns with yon, which 
nii^ht cause you sadness. 

That this mi -ht l)e avoi led and that 
you may be correctly informed, we 
the undersigned have mutually agreed 
and thought It well to send several of 



our ministers and elders to you. For 

this purp jco Pet.^r Kolb of Knishts- 
thcim (Kriessheim) was appointed, 
and Hans Bechtel from here, an or- 
dained Deacon, has been appointed to 
iiccompatiy him on his Journey. It is 
with much love that we send them to 
visit you and many other places. For 
the love and great good you luiTe 
shown by your brotherly love to us 
and those in needy circumstances, we 
desire hereby to express our grati- 
tude. Oor wish and hope is that the 

Lord, by his holy angels, may iruide 
them to you and back again in health. 
That the above may carry more 
weight we have with our own hands 

subscribed thereto. 

Jacob Landis. 
Samuel Meyer. 
ChrisUsn BIth. 

Jacob CUit, 

Hans il«>inrlch Ber, 

Pieter Bladtli, 

Michel Metr, 

S imuci Meyer. 

I' 1 rich Neiwkomme, 

llanu Cheustsy. 
We the ministers and elders of the 
Palatinate, assembled acknowledge 
the foregoing to l>e pro|)er and advis- 
able, and bear testimony to the same 
by subscribing to it with our hands. 
L'bershelmerhofr, March 18, 1700. 

H .ntz Miller, 

Hautz Mayer, 

Oasper GQt, 

Tielman Kolg. 

Peter Leman. 

iieinrich Hiestant, 

Hans Busshaler, 

Hanz Jacob Schutblj^, 

Jacob Miller, 

Christian Siekommel, 

Henrtch Frledt, 

Valentine Giitwohl, 

(^liristian Swustut, 

llansz Urubaker, 

Christian Krunts, 

Hansx Schimmer. 
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In Uiese slsnatures we seje a large 
number of Lancaster County names 

of today. This will serve to show 

where they lived 200 years a^o — in 
what sections our forefathers inhab- 
ited. 

17tS— KatanlbatlMi of tto PalitlMt 

Under the Year 1718. (8m 

Ante 209.) 

We made note of a large number of 
Palatines, principally from Lancaster 
County, who came to tbe County be- 
fore 171S and who were naturalized. 
We now make note of a company of 
tbem who were naturalised about this 
year. (4 8t L. 219.) The preamble 
of the naturalization act states that 
divers protestants, subjects of Ger- 
many under encouragement given by 
William Penn, transported themselves 
to Pennsylvania and have contributed 
very materially to the enlargement of 
the British Empire and have always 
behaved themselvm religiously and 
peaceably, and as they desire natural- 
ization they are now to be natural- 
ized. 

Host of them were set down as res- 

idents of Philadelphia County and a 
tew of the city ; a few of Buclts ounty 
and Chester County; but no Lancas- 
ter County residents are mentioned 
amon^ them. There are about 100 
mentioned in the list. Among them 
are such names as are now in and 
about Philadelphia as KoH^ Ziegler, 
Detweiler, Zimmerman. Bowman. Le- 
vand, Shenkei. Longeneeker, Penny- 
Parker. Relff and others, 

17U2"~Po>erty of Some German Swiss. 
Immlgnuiti. 

While some of the immigrants from ; 
the heart of Europe had means to en- 
able them to come to this country, yet 
a great many of them were miserably > 
poor. In the American Weekly Mer- 
cury, December 26. 1732. there is the 
following notice: 



"This is to give notice to all Pala- 
tines, who came in the ship Maiy, 



John Grey commander, who have 
never paid their passage nor given 

security for tbe same; that they are 
hereby required to come to said John 
Grey or to Benjajnin Shumaker in 
Fl^ladelphia, and there pay the pas- 
sage money or give securiQ^, or they 
will be proceeded against according 
to law." 

A similar notice is inserted as to 
the Palatines who oame In the ship 

Pleasant. 

The law which is referred to is the 
Statute passed by early Pennsylvania 
giving authority to the ship masters 
to sell the persons, who did not pay 

their passage, into servitude to make 
lip the money to pay their passage. 

According to Colonial Records (3 
Col. Records 457) there were 61 Pala- 
tines on that ship Mary. John Grey 
eommander. and of the common Lan- 
caster County names we find: Mike 
and John ESterman. Conrad Miller. 
Christian Klenn, John Mazer. Henry, 
(leorKe. .John and Heinrich Shissler, 
John Adam Miller. Andrew Mazer. 
Kasper Meyers, Jacob Walter. George 
Pickle and others. No one can tell at 
this late date, whether any of these 
were among tbe persons who found 
such great dlAculty and hardship in 
coming over, whether th^ paid their 
passage or not. 

It is not. however, to their discredit 
that the hand of poverty was so heavy 
upon them: but rather a compliment 
to their pluck and determination that 
they would face all these dlfflculties 
for the sake of religious and political 
freedom. 

On the ship Pleasant, record of 
which is found in the same book, page 
465, we find there were 42 heads of 
bimlMes and among them, Balser and 
Henry Spangler. John Kellar, George 
Peters, Georpe Bair. Fred Bassler, 
Henry Eckert, Jacob Hornberger. 
John Slckman. Funk Miller. John 
Tauber. Isaac Reidenbaugh. John Mi- 
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cbael Hoffman, Conrad Book and 
otiiera. 

These all sound like Lancaster 
County names and it is highly prob- 
able that the ancestors of our Ger- 
man Swiss people, here In the County 
today, were among those poverty 
stricken sufferers, who were mention- 
ed in the article in the Mercury as 
having saeh an unfortunate financial 
ending of their voyage. The holdings 
of their descenrlants. ronnd about us 
today, very forcibly teach us that they 
have overcome the obstacle of poverty 
against which they struggled, in those 
early times. 

1782— (k^casional Instaacei of Low 

Morals. 

In the Colonial Records. Volume 3. 
page 429 and 4S0, there is set forth a 

record which '.rives us r. melancholy 
picture and the fart that hiiniati weak- 
ness was a factor among other iJer- 
man Swiss snceators, then as now. I 

In fact, it would not be compli-| 
nientary to civilization at all if we 
could not point to advancement and a. 
rising of the moral plane, as the re- 
sult of years of effort and culture. 
Wp (h) not believe, that by any means,! 
all of the ancestors of whom we have 
been speaking, were dean and godly 
for there are many accounts to the 
contrary. The item which we are now 
about to give, while it shows the 
weakness of one Individual and her 
sin, on the other hand, shows that the 
si'irit of chirity imd htimanity filled 
the breasts of her neighbors. 

At a meeting of the Council of 
Pennsylvania, (which corresponds to 
our Senate and the fJovprnor Cabinet 
combined to.lay ) a report of the Jus- 
tice of Lancaster County was re- 
ceived, setting forth, that at the Oyer 
and Terminer Court, held at Lancas- 
ter, Margaret Sheets was convicted of 
concealing the birth and burial of her 
child, horn to her, she being a single 
woman, and upon being so found she 



was sentenced to death, according to 
law. But, It appearing to the Judges 
that there was great doubt concern- 
ins the mother's injuring the child 
and, therefore, the Judges themselves 
ask the Council to relieve her from 
the death smtenoe. 

In addition to this a petition, signed 
by 63 German neighbors of .Margaret 
Sheets, in which they ask mercy to 
this woman, was presented. Taking 
all these facts into consideration, the 
board decided that this woman should 
not be hanged; but be given a much 
littler punishment The names of the 
persons petitioning for this mercy 
are not given. 

A German Fore-Father Discov- 
ers a Ciap Mckel Mine. 

In Volume 2, of the Pa. Archives, 
page 311, under the date of llsb, 
there is a letter from Oovemor Morris 
to Thomas Penn in which he states 
that certT'n porpotis concerned in the 
"Gap Mine," in which Penn is inter- 
ested, are inelloed to go to work on 
it again. He says, that it may be 
wnrked to advantage by the help of a 
fire engine similar to the one that 
Schuylers have erected at their mina 
He also oaya. that the vltrol which he 
Is told the mine abounds in should be 
turned to account. He further goes 
on to say, that if Thomas Penn is sat- 
isfied that he. Morris, will buy or 
lease Pmn's whole share. 

A note at the bottom of 312 goes 
on to say, that this mine is near Gap, 
in Lancaster County, and was first 
discovered by a German named Ter- 
Bpy in or before 1732. and that a grant 
of land, made by John Penn to Gov- 
ernor Hamilton an account of a cou- 
ple springs later dlseovered. was re- 
ported to the Philosophira" Sorif ty of 
London. I simply quote this item to 
show that the Germans were on tbe 
lookout for ore as well as tor rich 
ground'. 
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Some time earlier than 1732, In fact 
I think about 16 years earlier, there 

was considerable excitement, as the 
ancient records show, concernins an 
"Ore Mine at Conestoga." 

17S2— The (termuns Start the Kptarata 
MoBUtle Soetoty. 

In Volume 15. of Hazard's Regis- 
ter, page 161, there is a historical 
slcetcli of Ephrata by Mr. M. Fahne- 
•tock. In it he says, that in the year 
1782, the solitary life of Bphrata was 
changed into a Conventical one and 
Monastic Society was established. 
The first buildings erected for that 
purpose were finished In May 1732. 
The dress of the WMte Friars was 
adopted. 

The writer goes on to say that this 
grew out of the Dunker movement 
Whieh originated In Europe and ex- 
tended to America in 1719, namely, to 
Gerraanlown, Skippacli, Oley, Con- 
estoga and elsewhere. 

He goes into the account much 
deeper than these annals contemplate. 

Harris in his biographical history 
of LADcaster County dlscnsses the 
same solitary life under his Sketch of 
Conrad BfiKel. 

178$— (ierroan Immlgnitlon. 

The recor.ls that we have mentioned 
above, 3 Col. Records, pp. 515 to 524, 
show that there were 7 shiploads of 
these German Swiss immigrants who 
arrived at the port of Philadelphia, 
during this year making a total of 444 
heads of families or a total list for 
the year of 1183 persons. 

Among the prominent Lancaster 
County names we find 4 Adams — \ 
Arndts — 6 Brocks — 3 Becks — 8 
Burkharts>-2 Beyers — S Bergers— 6 
Burkholders— 3 Rowraans — 4 Chrlsts 
— ') Eshlemans — 19 Freys— 6 Fishers 
13 Fegleys— 10 Fousts— 5 Hoffs— 8 
Hallers— 10 Hetrlcks— 3 Hoflmans— 7 
Isemans — 11 Kuhns — 7 Kemps— 8 Mil- 
lers — 7 Moores — 2 Mosemans — 11 



Roots— 7 Rushers-^ Reeds— 3 RIdit- 
, ers-*2 Relnharts-^0 Smiths— 4> Stein- 
mans — 3 Straubs — 10 Schaeffers — S 
Snavelys — 3 Sanders — & Taylors — 8 
I Trouts— 15 Whitmans. 

Besides these there are a large nnm^ 
ber of other oonimnn Lancaster 
Couniy names of which there are one 
single representative. It will be ob- 
served that among these immigrants 
the greater number are still Swiss. 
The r>ure German names have not yet 
aiux^'iied in these ship lists. 

1733 — JHore Uardships and Perils on 
the Oesni. 

From the Pa. Gazette, of Mar. 22. 

1733, we cull the following item: "We 
hear from New York, that last week 
arrived there the Snow, Experiment' 
with about 80 or 90 Palatines. She 
came from Dover about the middle of 
Oetober. beat S weeks upon the coast 
and then put away for Bermuda, In 
which time tbe master and many of 
the passengers died. She set out with 
ISO on board and brought not more 
than the above SO or 90 to shore." 
This vessel is not among those regis- 
tered as arriving at Philadelphia dur- 
ing the year; but. we think that the 
name does appear in earlier or later 
years. This particular trip of 1733, 
was to New Tork. 

17SS— Gsnurn Swiss Settlers De- 
cetved hy MnylMii* 

In Vol. 4, of Colonial Records, page 
G4, there is a petition set forth, by 
our German-Swiss under the date of 
1736, complaining that 3 or 4 years 
earlier, they having just newly ar- 
rived in Pennsylvania and not know- 
ing the boundary between Pennsyl- 
vania and Bfaryland, were deceived 
into believing that the Susquehanna 
River was the division and that all 
lands west of the Susquehanna were 
Maryland lands. Therefore, they took 
up lands there and made settlements 
with the Government of Maryland: 
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but. they found that the i)sa?;e and I 17M~-^lde8t German Swiss CemtUirf 
treatment uf them was so different i In Lancaster County. 



from the rest of the Govomment and 
that the small subatance they bad was 

stolon from them. They also state. 



Soon after our first settlers arrived 
here, and took up their home in 

Pequea, In the fall of 1710. cemeter- 

thuL they complained, frequently tojj^g p^^.g^ ^^^^^^ Important. The 
Maryland autboritiet but WoelTOd no, ^1^^^^ ^3 ^^^^^^ 

redress; except, that they wen told 

that they were worse than negroes 



for they had no master and were not 
under the protection of any laws; and 
they were finally told that the Sus- 

fjiiehanna River was not the botmd- 



was Icnown anciently as "Tchants 
Grave Yard'* later as "Musser's Cem- 
etery" on the west banlc of the Pequea 
Creeic Just south of Lampeter, being 
on the Jacob Miller ancient tract or 
farm of 1008 acres— now being on the 



ary. They also state, that they no- . t,^j.jn owned by Mrs. McAllister near 
Uced people living east of the river. ^^^.^ ,^ ^j^^^ cemetery is the 

further south than they do. were llv- ^^^^ ^^^^^ standing of Jaoob Mll- 
In? in peace and without any disturb- jg,^ ^^s one of the first lettiers 
ance. They aiso say, that they now , ^^^^ ,^ j^j^ 
see they were Imposed upon, to' j ^j^^^^^ ^ j^^^gr ^hen In 
answer some object of the Govern- 1 ^0^4,^ ^„ j^^^ 24. 1710. in which he 
ment of Maryland: and now. con- ' ^^^^ ^^j^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^j^^ ..^^^^ ^^^^^^ 
scious of the wrong that was done^jo set sail for America. ' R!-ht south 
them and wrong they have done to ,,, ^^^^ g^ave and stone are those of 
PennaylvanU by living on land and ^,,3 Magdalena and Samnel. 

not payin-^ acknowledgement to Pcnn- ,5^^,^ ^ j^^^,^,, 
sylvania or its laws, they have re- ^ ^.,„^,r.^ „^.,^.^ ^jy. 
solved to show to Pennsylvania their . ^^^^^ j^^^ ^y. 

loyalty and spirit and ask the author- 1 ^^^^^^ Barbara Mylin'a. 

itiea that they should not hold against ' persons all died at a very early 

them what they did in ignorance The ; j^^^^j^ ^^ 1732-Barbara 

Board or Council read the petlUon i i742-8amuel Miller in 174a 



^aeob Miller hi 1739— Hans Nylin In 
1738. 

Another cemetery, quite lilcely as 

ancient as this one, Js that of the 



and sent a letter to the Justices and 
the Hii^h Sheriff of L:inc:ister County, 
in which they state they are apprized 
of a warlike proposition in Maryland 

and that, therefore, the Sheriff of the ,, ^ . . , 1. .v. . , 

„ . u 1. ♦ .u * ij # Herr cemetery, connected with the old 
County should go to the west side of . , . ,-.-«. * * * 

o «K„« Di , 1 hrick Mennonite Church Just east of 

the Susquehanna River and protect |«„| a* t 

our people living there. Thli shows sireec 

some additional hardships and perils 178S— Swiss imd Oermnn Pnlatbie Im" 

undrr which our people suffered in migrants This Tenr. 

those e:irly days. " According to Vol. 3 of the Colonial 

1733— More Petitions for >ataralisa- records pages 515-524 there were S 
tion. ' ship loads of these people who ar- 

In Vol. 3 of the Voles of Assembly. ' rived at Philadelphia in the year 
page 197-199, mention is made of the 1733. They constitute 400 heads of 
fact that many of the Palatines, arc . families, making a total of 1252, and 
petitioning tor naturalization: and! among the common Lancaster County 
their naturalisation was accordingly. ! names are the following: 4 Adams— 4 
taken up. i Amdis — 5 Brocks — 3 Becks— 8 Burk- 
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hartiMi Burklioldtrs— 6 Burgers— 4 1 thunder and lightning, that can be re- 
Chriets— 5 Eshlemana— 20 Preys— 5 membered In these parts. It blew 



Plshers— U Fesjeys— 10 Fausts — B 
Hoffs— 8 Hellars— 10 Hetricka— 7 Ise- 
mans— 11 Kuhns— 7 Kemps— 9 KUnes 
—4 Kauts— 14 Longs— 4 Luts— 8 Mil- 
lers— 7 Moores — 4 Peters — 5 Reeds — 



down several stacks of chimneys, un- 
covered several houses, some wholly 
and others in part, and demolished 
some weak buildings. The wind was 
so violent that we have heard of it 



II Roots— 5 Rhodes— 3 Richters— 23 going from Conestoga to the Bay In 
Smiths— 9 Steinmans— 3 Straubs— 10 one-half an hour." 

Schaelfers-« Snavelys-S Sanders-S j;.,^ -^n.^aei Welfare, German of 

Strfcklers — 9 Shermans— 5 Taylors — ' ^ ^ „ _ , 

S Trout8-8 Wi«ps-5 Wa;?nors-7 Conestoga, PrewAos In PMto- 

Whitemans — 9 Whitmans and one di^Mi* 

each of many other common Lancaa- 1 in fhe Pa. Gazette under Septem* 

ter County names. The ships in which ber 26. 1734, It is state d that "yester- 

thope people came are the "Samuel of day morninET, Michael Welfare one of 
London" of which Hugh Percy was the Christian philosophers of Con- 
master— "Eliza" Edward Lee master — : estoga appeared In full market in 
"Hope" David Reed master— "Richard Philadelphia, in the habit and dress 
and Elizabeth" Christopher Cllne of a Pilgrim, his hat of linen, his 
master — "Mary of Dublin" James beard full length, and a long staff in 
Benn mastei^-and the "Charming Bet- his hand. He declared himself sent 
ty" John Ball master. All of these; by Almighty God to denounce ven- 
came from Rottcrdnm. cxcof t the last gcncc airainst the wickedness of the 
one seems to have left from London: inhabitants of Philadelphia and to 
and they came by way of Dlehl; | preach speedy repentance. Hla dit- 
Dover, Cowes, Plymouth— some of | course continued about one-quarter 
them goin? one way and some of them of nn hour and the importance o( 
another. what lie delivered coniman led the at- 

n«4-(;reat Suiierintr in Conestoga ^ multitude of people: but 

from Heat Tl.ls Summer. ' ''"^S.!!? 

molested. 

In the Pennsylvania Gazette of July, 
11, 1784. It is stated, that the weather! Welfare. later, was one of tho... who 

has been so oxc-odin^ly hot for a 1"^"''^ ^^'^ Ephrata community, in the 

week that a i;reat number of people ^a>-8 ^'^en they lived iu monastaries 

have fainted and fallen into convul- withdrew themselves from the 



sions and died— and "we also hear. 



world and felt themselves called upon 



that a great number of harvest peo- denotmce all manner of worldll- 

ple fainted in the fields and In some "ess everywhere. 

places a multitude of birds were 17:11— Baltzer Hubmler. 

found dead. Since the hot summer 7 „, ^ 

i^tr.^^^ i»«o» v.. We have, at an earlier jdace in these 

years ago, such intense heat has not , ... . 

, . . .I,- ... annals (see pages 22, 2o. 28, 29 and 

been known in this country.' T^l^T 1 J f « V . j 

' 103) referred to Hubmler and his 

17.34-r.reat Storm at Conestoga. ^ork. We made note of his name, be- 
in the same paper, under the date cause the name lluffmier is frcMinnt- 
of September 25, it is stated that last ly met with in our county, and it 
Sunday, between 7 and 8 in the even- 1 seems to be related to the ancient 
ins:, we had the most terrible gust of Hubmler. At this time, we refer asain 
wind and rain, acctnnpanied with , to him. only in form of a brief note. 
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A rather extended account may be 
foand in the Mennonlte Year Book and 

Almanac, fur the year 1914, page 3S. 
This publication was gotten up by 
Bishop N. B. Grubb of the Mennonite 
Church in Qermantown, and contains 
a lot of historical matter which re- 
lates to the nerman-SwiBB people in 
America and Europe. 

BiBbop Gtttbb's article tells of 
Hnbmier's debates wltb Zwingli and 
his various arguments made, concern- 
ing the non-resistant faith. For a 
time Hubmler believed with Zwlngll. 
yet eTentually he differed with him 
on the subject of infant baptism and 
was finally firmly established in the 
belief, that only adnlt baptism can 
avail anything. This belief he finally 
held to through the preachings of 
Reubiiu. lie also stated, that Hub- 
mier introduced feet washing, Imitat- 
ing Christ's method. For a longtime 
be was rather uncertain about Infant 
baptism; but eventually he rtuouuced 
it He was a thorough scholar and 
wrote many strong pamphlets. Pro- 
fessor Wedel, who has written an ex- 
cellent history of the M'ennouites, 
says about Hubmier. that "We may 
justly place him by the side of Peter 
\VahU\ Bishop Reesner, George Blau- 
rock, Michael Settler. Hans Uenk. 
Menno Simon and other leaders of our 
faith." 

17S4— Belief in Witcheraft .Inongtlie 
Karly (ierman-SwIss. 

In the American Weekly Mercury, 
we have, under issue of January 22, 

17.'!:t-;!4, the fullowing account: 

"The foUowin'^ letter was sent us 
by an unknown correspondent with a 
desire that it might be published just 
as it Is. viz: — 

"James Swaforl, of Lancuster 
County, at Octorara, the 2i)lh of De- 
cember, 1733, had some hands helping 
him dr(>8S flax in one end of his 
dwelling house, and by some means 
the Uax or tow tuok tire, and there 



^ being some quantity above stairs, 
{wblch soon took fire so that in an 
instant it was past putting out. In 

the company, there was an old woman 
who had been spinning there and was 
helping to get some tbings out of the 
fire before they were burnt, and be- 
thinking herself of some of her own 
clothes that were above stairs, said 
hastily. III go save my clothes if I 
lose my life for it. So running up 
stairs, she threw them out and they 
were saved; but the fire was so 
vehement that she could not return 
but fell upon a bed and -was there 
burnt. It is somewhat surprli^in?. the 

I fire beginning at night, there was 
such a violent wtalrl-wind about the 

I place where she lay burning that it 
raised the flames to such a height 

ithat it gave light above a mile. An- 
other thing added to the surprise of 

I the spectators: there suddenly gath- 
ored out of the darkness a company 

; of dogs, some thought near 20 about 
the flre who were so fierce about the 
place where she lay burning that It 
was thought they would have leaped 
into the fire imd they not been hind- 
ered." 

The imputation hero is, that the 
great flame shooting around where 
this old woman lay burning, was due 

I to the fact that she was a wltclL Also 
the fart that there appeared a pack of 
about 21) do?s, out of the darkness 
trying to get where this old woman 
lay, was also a fact wblch the 
witches brought about 
17M— Swiss and German PalatlM 
Immigration Thin Year. 
According to Vol. 3, of the Colonial 

' Records, pages 668-570, there were 
two ship loads of these pcopic v'ho 
arrived at Philadelphia in the year 
1734, They constitute 89 heads of 
families, making a total of 261 per- 
sons, and anions the common Lan- 
caster Countv names a^e the follow- 
ing: 2 Freys — 2 llousers — G Hoffmans 
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—2 Leshers— 2 Millers— 3 Meisters— 4 Lb. 1— to 22 bags, Lb. 2, 

NobleB— 3 Naumana — 3 Reshs — 2 Rein-i lOs 

walds— 5 Shttltx— 5 Smltlia— 4 Statt> To 2 pair cbalns, 14i, 2 



^rts 



Stoinprs — 7 Wagners — 7 



1 10— to 5 



hackles, Lb, 

Youn:;s and '2 Zimmermans. And one beles, 128 

each of the following : Andes, Al- To 4 small chains and 
brecht. Bowman, Cameron, Ctemel.l other bore* geera at.... 
Carter, Hilrlcrbrand, Johns, MaOcp, To other horse sfors at 
Richter, Reynold, Ruth, Reinhold, Lb. 1 10 — to a man's 

Weber, Yager, and others. The ships, saddle at Lb. 1 10 

In wbleb these people came, are the To 3 felling axes at lOt— 
"St. Andrew" of which John Stedman two fowling pieces St 

was -Master— and the "Hope" of which Lb. 2 

Daniel Reid was Master. All of these To a large Byble 

came from Rotterdam. ! To 2 feather beds at Lb. 

6— to wearing cloaths, 

Lb. 7 

To sundry pewter. Lb. s 8 

In Rui)p'8 history of Lancaster _to a box Iron, 4s 

County, p. 103. there is set forth an j-o sundry wooden ware at 



Large Estate of a Thillljr 
€(eiBaa-Swlss Ancestor. 



inventory of the estate of one of our 
thrifty French-Swiss ancestors, An< 



Lb. 1 — to two iron pot- 
racks. Lb. 1, 



drew Ferree. who died that year. The to sundiy Iron ware. Lb. 



name now is Ferry or Forry, and is 
quite common among us. 

The Inywitory is as follows: 
To wheat In the stack at 8 

lb. — wheat and rye In 

the ground at 5 pounds. Lb. 14 0 0 
To great wagon. Lb. 12 — 

mtle wagon Lb. 6 17 0 0 

To a plow and two pairs 

of Irons 1 10 

To 2 mauls and 3 iron 

wedges, 9s— to four old 

weeding hoes, 48 0 13 0 

To a spade and shovel, 8s 

— to a matock and 3 

dung forks, 10s 0 18 0 

To 2 broad axes, 12s— to | 

joyner's axe and adze. 7a 0 19 0 , 
To Sundry carpenter 

tools, 1 lb. — sundry Joy- 
ner's tools, 2 Lb. 5s.... 

To 7 Diirh sythfs 

To 4 stock bauds, 2 pair 

hinges, sundry old iron. 
To a hand saw, Lb. 2— to 

5 sickles and 2 old hooks 
To a cutting box, 2 knives. 



2 — to a watering pot Ss 
To 4 working horses. Lb. 
24 — to a mare and 2 

colts. Lb. 11 

To 6 grown cows at Lb. 
15 — to 10 head of young 

cattle. Lb. 13 10 

To 11 sheep. Lb. 3 17— 4o 

swine. Lb. 1 10 

0 1 To 2 chests, 15s — to a 

I spinning wheel, Ss 

I To sley. 6s — ^to cash re- 
ceived of Samuel Taylor 



To cash received for 
servant girles time... 



3 10 0 



2 16 0 



14 0 



3 0 0 



2 10 
2 0 



0 
6 



0 
0 



13 0 0 



2 12 0 



0 
0 



36 0 0 

28 10 0 

6 7 0 

13 0 

2 8 0 

3 0 0 



162 8 6 



A hundred pounds was "big money" 
In those days. But besides this the 
0 man owned a fine farm also. One is 
Oiatfrartod too by the variety of the 
I articles. Where did he get these 
0 14 0 1 wagons and plows and carpenter's 
'tools, etr ? There were certainly very 
0 fpw mechanics here then. He may 
have brought some of them with him 



3 5 
0 12 



0 11 
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and bought some of them In Philadel- ; they are now given farther notice 
pbla. We notice that 4 wmrklns { that the subscribers, that Is the Re- 
horses were wortii 24 pounds^r 6 icclver general, Is appointed to attend 
pounds per head. He thus had the i his Office at the town of Lancaster, 
equivalent or value of 25 horses as for County of Lancaster from the 
his 152 pounds of personal property 26th to Slst, of March, for the reco\- 
and that would be equal to |4,000 to-, ering of the arrears of quit-rent dne 



day as horses are -worth |150 to |200 
a head. 

17S5— Clemnii Swiss Between Two 
XOl Stones In Border War. 

It Is known, that during the first 



there; at which place persons In 
arrears of quit rent are requested to 

pay the same, and if they refuse to 
pay the same, measures will be pur- 
sued against them." J. Steel Receiver 



few years after Lancaster County | aPPo^nted. 
was organized, Maryland made un-i ^ course, there were other parts 
reasonable claims against Pennsyl-jof the SUte su|>ieet to quit-rent. 

vania concerning the linp. An ac-i which gave much trouble also; but 



count of this Is set forth in 4 Colonial 
Records, 63, stating that from Lan- 
caster County certain Information | these rents 
was received, to the effect that, after 
the Sheriff of the county and some of 
the people were gathered near the 
river, the SberllT and 200 men under 
officers <tf Maryland, met Just across 



our Conestoga citizens felt very much 
aggrieved by being compelled to pay 



178o — ShIss and German Falatlne im- 
■igntkm nis Tetr. 
According to Volume 8 Colonial 
Records, pages S93 to €07, there are 



They consititute 85 heads of 
families, malting a total of 260 per- 



the Susquehanna with drums and three ship loads of these people, who 
trumpets. Then they went to the ..rrived at Philadelphia, in the vear 
house of John Wright, where 800 In- j nsa 
habitants were assembled and de- 
manded the Dutch who were in the ^ * 
house. The Lancaster County Sheriff . common Lan- 
asked, why they came In such a hos- h***®*" bounty names are the follow- 
tlle manner after these Dutch. They;'»s: 3 nninners— S Buchers— 2 Eber- 
appointed a time to discuss the bound- barts— 4 Freys— 2 Hallers— 3 Hubers 
ary matter; but while this was going —2 Kellars— 2 Millers— 2 Meyers— 4 
on. about 5 o'clock Sunday evening. Smiths— 8 Wises — 7 Wltmers— 7 
multitudes of Maryland started to ."^'^''^n^^ins — 3 Winders — 2 Shrllcn- 
show a warllko disposition and they '"^r^^ one be;ul of the foUowins 
demanded, that these Dutch had come I names: Albrecht, Appel, Eberly, 
over there and settled on their lands I Kl*n«» Oswald. Peters, Weber. Swelts- 
and now they owe obedience to Mary- : ^ Schwab, and many other com- 
land. Pennsylvania, of course, claim- "^on Lancaster County names. The 



ed that thr>y were inhabitants of 

Pennsylvania. 

173o — German-Swiss Refuse to Pay 
Penn's QnU-rents. 

in the Pa. Gasette of December 30, 

1735. "this notice is given, that as the 
people have not done their duty that 



ships in which these people came, are 
the "Ship Mercury** of which William 
Wilson was Master — and the "Brig 
Mary" of which .Tnmos Marshall was 
Master, and the ' Blllander Oliver" of 
which Samuel Merchant was Master, 
from South Carolina. All of these 
came from Rotterdam. 
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1<I«~-TIM SoliUrj Germans at Cob- 



In Volume 16 of Hasxard's RoglBter, 

IHige 2o~>, we are given one of the 
original letters of Peter Miller. Peter 
Miller was one of the early patrons 
or founders, at least, of the Ephrata 
community, of which the old cloister 
buildings are still land marks. 

After stating that he published the 
CbroniooD Bphratenae, he goen on to 
say, that In .\ugu8t 1730, he arrived 
in Philadelphia and at the end of the 
year, upon order of the Scotch Synod, 
was ordained in the old Presbyterian 
meftlni; house hy three eminent min- 
isters, Tenuant, Andrews and Uoyd. 

He then saya. that he Tidted amon j 
the Oermans for several years and 
quittrl the ministry and turned bis 
attention to the monastic Ideas. In 
his company he says was a School 
Master, 3 Elders, one of them Conrad 
Wiser, families and some single 
persons, who had raised a fermenta- 
tion In the Presbyterian Church. 

Then he says, that they had sep- 
arated and inrorporated with the con- 
gregation at Ephrata in May 1735. 

He further says, that at that time, 
the solitary brethren and sisters lived 
in the wlhlcrness and caves, as her- 
mits. "And 1 following in the same 
way, set up my hermitage in Tulpe- 
hocken and laid foundations for soli- 
tary and religious life." 

He then says that after about one 
half a year "a camp was laid out for 
all solitary persons at the very spot 
where E; hrata now stands and whert^ 
then, the President lived with some 
hermUs." 

He says, at thia time charity had 
been their chief orrupidon — that Con- 
estoga was a great wilderness and 
began to be settled by poor Germans, 
who desired assistance in huilding 
hotises for them, which kept them 
employed several summers in hard 
carpenter work and also Increased 



their poverty. At times he says the 
necessaries of life were wanting. 

Then to makr thiir-^s worso, a con- 
stable came into the community and 
demanded the single man to pay 
taxes. Some paid and some refused. 
But the Constable summoned six of 
these Brethren to prison in Lancaster 
for 10 daya. But a Magistrate set 
them St liberty. A very venerable old 
Justiro of the Peace, Tobias Hendrick, 
offered himself for their bail. lie 
said when Court came on, the fear of 
God came on the gentlemen who were 
their Judges. When they saw these 6 
men before them in the prime of life 
and reduced to skeletons, the Judge 
decided that since they were so thin, 
that the wholo !nt of them could be 
taxed as one family. This taxation 
remained in force for over 60 years; 
that la, all the brethren of Ephrata 
community were Juat taxed as one 
person. 

He says further, that they erected 
grlat mills— one ct three sets of 

.atones — paper mill— oil mill — had 
three wagons, printing office; and 
then money commenced to come in. 
They also gave alma to the Indiana, 

•Mohawks and others. This Is about 
the substance of this interesting let- 
ter. 

191S— Conestoga Manor Parceled 
Out 

Conestoga Manor was surveyed in 
the year 1718. and the warrant to 

survey may he found in the Taylor 
papers. It is also set forth in Rupp's 
history of Lancaster County (pag.* 
130), as follows: — 

These are March 1. 1717 to 1718. 

While the Manor was Ini ! out anJ 
surveyed, it was not divided amon^ 
purchaaere until afterwards. It 
seems that no patents were granted 
until 1723 and from that time on Until 
1774, different patents were issued to 
various Germans. 
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As the patenting to different owners ) 

was at Its hei?ht. about the year 1735. ' 
we are placing the list of patents un- 1 
dcr this year. It is better that they , 
should be together in one paper, than 
to be distributed through these an- 
nals. 

The principal cues are as follows: — 
Israel Pemberton held 300 acres, date 
of this patent is October 1. 1728. The 

Messrs. Wrights own 1")00 acres — date 
of patent, December 13, 1735— sold 
afterwards in smaller parcels to John 
Herr. Andrew Stlneman. Daniel Llnt- 
ncr, .lacob Kilhaver. Rudy Herr, Jr., 
John Kilhaver, Jacob Frantz, Godfrey 
Klugh. Mathew Oberholtser, Christian 
Herehey, Andrew Kaulfman — James 
Pattison 107 acres, November 21. 
173, James Logan 700 acres, patent 
dated July 15, 1737, afterwards held 
by George Brenner, Philip Brenner, 
Christlnn Stouffer. Casper Souter. 
Adam Fisher,, Valentine Rummel, 
Lawrence Cliffer, Christian Stake- 
Michael Baughman 489, Michael May- 
er 131 acres, both same date February 

20, 1738, Michael Mayer, sen.. 217 
acres, patent dated October 16, 1737, 
Abraham Steiner 63 acres May 17»i>. 
John Wistler 107 acres July 3. 1711. 
Jacob Kuntz 16G. Anna Ottila Betty 
Koffee, 166. Jacob Hostetter 475, John 
Shank 197 acres, patent dated July 30, < 
17-11. Edwar.l Snioiil 113 acres Juno 

21, 1743, Michael Baughman 33<J, Ma>- 
28, 1752, Abraham Hare 424 April 22.; 
1751. Jacob Wistler 12.".. Valentine 
Miller 110. both May 2.".. 17r.6, Martin 
Funk, 237, December 18, 1758, Jacob 
Wistler 202, Jacob Shuck 185, August; 
IS, 1T:.9. .\braham and John Miller 
89. Valentine Haith 29. Robert Hcatty 
226 February 1760, Samuel Herr 247, 
John Keagy 188, Henry Funk 150,' 
J:icob Wistler 173. Ludwich and Fred- 
rick Zlegler 209 .June 17C.0. John Wit- 
mer 77. Abraham Miller 204, Hudolph 
Herr 176. Jacob Wltmer 77, November < 
1761. James M'Master. 247, April! 



1761. John Keasy Henry Funk 

177. David Hare 195, John Miller ISSO, 
George Adam Dustier 112, John Cor- 
rell 209, Christian Stoner 244, all 
dated 1761. Michael Kauffman 116, 
John Kauffman 118, Jacob Kauffman 
167, Christian Kauffman 163. Michael 
Kauffman 118, Abraham Steiner 200. 
John Wormley 115. Jacob Wistler 19. 
John Kreenier ISl. Bartholomew Butt 
40. .lohn Graff 136, all dated 1762. 
Philip Ulweiler 39. Benjamin Miller 
220, David Hare, Jr.. 94, Peter Snyder 
sc. Henry Atkinson and Adam Big- 
ging 49. Peter Wltmer 132. dated 1763. 
John Miller 60, January 19, 1764. John 
Newcomer 109. Joseph Nelson 109.. 
Jacob Wistler 17S. Mary Wri?ht 119. 
dated 1767, John Kendrick 55S, James 
Pratt 232. 1768, Henry Buckley 150. 
1769, William Wright 257, 1770. UJrieh 
Rebur 232. John Manning ICr. 1772, 
Jacob Ashleman 340 1774, Indian 
Town 414. Blue Rode 800 sctm. W^ 
omitted fractions of acres. 

Thomas Penn estimated the value 
of Conestoga Manor bein?: C>Tt miles 
from the City of Philadelphia. 13.400 
acres, 40 pounds per hundred acres. 
5.3 GO pounds, Pennsylvania currency 

There is no date to the paper from 
which the extract is made. Sec 
Sparks* Fk«nklin Volume 3. page S3R. 
All can he found in Rupp, page 181, 
132. 

QenMB Swiss Distressei by B*«b4* 

ary Troubles. 

About the year 173<; the troubles 
between Maryland and Pennsylvania 
boundary became very acute, and otir 
German Swiss were really between 
two mill stones — if they si. led with 
Pennsylvania, Maryland oppressed 
them, and If they sided with Mary- 
land. Pennsylvania oppressed them — 
they were non-resistants and there- 
fore, did not take up arms to defend 
themselves. Maryland had asserted 
that the Susquehanna River was 
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the boundary between Pennaylvanla I 

iintl Marylanil. This was contested' 
for 60 or To years before being finally 
settled by the Mason and Dixon Line. 

Slx^ famlliea of our 0erman«6wl8a 
ancestors, living west of the Susque- 
banna River, and holding their al- 
legiance to Pennsylvania and their 
titles from Pennsylvania, this year 
were forcibly disposed of their Uind, 
and driven out of their homes and 
compelled to Ilee to the other side of 
tbe river. Thrilling accounts of this 
can be foi:nd in Vol. 4 Col. Rec. 149 
and altso Vol. 3, Votes of Assembly, 
page 2S8. 

Cresap "a free booter*' of Maryland, 
was encouraged by tbe Maryland au- 
thorities, to harass the German-Swiss 
because he had a great deal of the 
character of an outlaw, and be was 
very rough to our ancestors. And 
throii?.h a roiich character by the 
name of Hi^ijcnbottom some of these 
Germans being intimidated, acknowl- 
edged tbe right of Maryland to gov- 
ern rlicin. Aftt'iwai'ls they found 
their mistake and then acknowledged 
Pennsylvania was their lawful au- 
thority. (Vol. 4 Col. Ree. 56.) 

The 60 German-Swiss, who were 
dispossessed, sent a pitiful letter as 
to their troubles to the authorities at 
Philadelphia, renouncing their al- 
le^riance to Marj'land and announcing 
their cleavage to Pennsylvania. (Vol. 
4 Col. Rec. 57.) In fact, matters be- 
came SO serious, that a particular 
Justice of the Peace was aiipoiniod, 
by the authorities of Pennsylvania, to 
protect these defenseless Germans or 
Oerman-Swtss In this regkm. (Vol. 4 
Col. Rec. 58.) 

Maryland, amon^ her other cruel- 
ties, sent a letter to the 60 families, 
threatening them anew with ven- 
geance, if they did not acknowledge 
Marj'Iand s ri-'ht to rule them. 

In Vol. 4 Col. Rec. page 60, there is 
set forth, a letter from tbe Lieutenant 



Governor of Maryland to tbe Gov- 

ernor of Pennsylvania in which he 
enclosed the letter signed by the GOi 
Germans, who he said, asked the 
Maryland authorities and the Govern- 
m^nt, for laijds there, and that the 
.Maryland Government empowered 
them to settle, which he claimed to be 
in Maryland, and that these people 
resolved, by this enclosed letter, as a 
combination or association, to dis- 
own their allegiance to Maryland; and 
transfer themselves to the Govern* 
raent of Pennsylvania. 

The letter which the Governor of 
.Maryland refers to, signed by these 
60 people, Is la substance as follows: 
(page 61.) 

That they met with oppression and 
ill-usage from Mar>iand. very differ- 
ent from the treatment in Pennsyl- 
vania, and that they believe that they 
are not settled In Maryland at all; but 
In the bounds of Pennsylvania: that 
their troubles are so unjustifiable and 
so grievous that they finally fled. They 
concluded by savins that they, the 
subscribers, with many of their 
neighbors are truly sensible of the 
wrong that they have done Pennsyl- 
vaala In settling on lands that are In 
Pennsylvania, and at the same time, 
pacing allegiance to Maryland. They 
decided therefore, to do their duty 
and live under the laws of Pennsyl- 
vania and the Oovernment of Penn- 
sylvania, and that they will unani- 
mously adhere to this till a legal de- 
cision of the disputed boundary Is 
had. 

German Swiss Distressed by Boand- 
vrj Xvoables. (CoMtbived.) 

The communication Is dated to be 
on the 11th day of August 1736: and 
in addition to this letter,, depositions 
were taken of Francis KIpp to the ef- 
fect that he met the Master of the 
Sloop ' Bacht lor Hall," a vessel now 
lying in Su.squehanna River. He said 
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lhai a large number of men from Bal- ' 
tlmore County with guns and on 
horseback, came out along the River, 
passini: xivnr by him. He asked the 
Colonel at the head of the column, if 
be was going to fight? But the Colonel 
said, that he was going on on peace- 
able terms. He later learned, that the 
Hall went up with these soldiers and 
crosaed the Susquehanna River near 
the Northeast Iron Works In Cecil 
County, and was going up to join 
Cresap and get possession o( certain 
lands the German Swiss had poaesslon 
of 

The same year there was a petition 
of 4S of these Germans, sent to James 
Logan, and members of Council, etat- 
Ing that they are inhabitants on tho 
west side of the Susquehanna River, 
opposite to Hempfleld, in the County 
of Lancaster. In this petition they 

state. That three years before, many 
of them just newly arrived in Amer- 
ica, were by fair promises of the 
Maryland authorlUet toli. to settle 
west of the Susquehanna River and 
were promised and told that the Sus- 
quehanna River was the division be- 
tween two provinces. T^iey state that 
thpy soon found the whole usage was 
different from the usage in Pennsyl- 
vania: and also, without any cause, 
fhey were told that tbey were worse 
than negroeB, that they had no Mas- 
ter and that they were not under the ! 
protection of any laws. They later 
learned that the Susqudiuna River 
was not the boundary of Pennsyl- 
vania. They also noticed that their 
neighbors living on the east side of 
the River, further down than they 
lived, were enjoying the blessings of 
Penn's government. Therefore, they 
promised obedience to Pennsylvania, 
if Pennsylvania would take care of 
them. 

On receiving this, letters were sent 
to the Justices along the River, to 
protect these people against Cresap 



and other Maryland rogues. Vol. 4 
Col. Rec 65-C7. 

But things went worse. The follow- 
ing report was sent concerning the 
affairs. That a man named Tanner 
tried to get some of these Germans 
into ambush. This report was made 
to the Sheriff of Lancaster County. It 
was stated, that on Tuesday morning, 
a certain person went about six miles 
back from the River aiil there the 
Maryland people were plundering the 
Dutch people's houses. They were 
taking out of windows, cloth and otber 
tilings that they could get their hands 
on. informing the Dutch that this was 
a public tax and that they owed Mary- 
land money. They stated that these 
Dutch people did not pay the Govern- 
ment and for this reason they had the 
right to do this. They threatened to 
bum the houses. When th^ were 
asked why, they retorted, because the 
Dutch people had revolted against 
Maryland. Then they told the Dutch, 
If they would come back and obey 
Maryland law, these taxes would not 
be collected until they had money. 
One of these intruders got a leader of 
the Dutdi to get the neighbors to- 
gether and ask them, if they agreed 
to go back to the Maryland govern- 
ment, and if they would sign a paper. 
They all refused. Then these Intrnd* 
ers said that they would not do any- 
thing more to molest them now; but 
at the end of two weeks if they did 
not comply with the Government of 
Maryland that they would come up, 
with an assembly of men, and put 
them out of their houses and put peo- 
ple In, who would be true to Mary- 
land. These troubles lasted for a 
good many years. (Vol. 4 Col. Rec 
69.) 

In the same book, (page 70), James 

Logan writes a letter to Mr. Blunston, 
one of the Justices along the river. In 
which he states among other things, 
"Ton may let the Dutch people know 
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that the Susquehanna River is a part 
of Pennsylvania; but it Is hard to 
keep up a large force to protect 
them.*' But he itates thkt Pennsyl- 
Tftnia Is solas to etend by tbem. 

There were petitions sent In by thp 
Maryland people to the Maryland Gov- 
ernment. One of these Is found in 
the same hook page 101. In this peti- 
tion the subscribers who complain, 
state that they hear there is some 
vacant land near the Susquehanna 
River that the Dutch famltiee settled 
on. They also state that these Dutch 
people are disloyal to Maryland and 
loyal to Pennsylvania and, therefore, 
they asked if Maryland will allow 
them to so ami srttip on these lands 
and throw the Dutch out. 

A great deal more on the contro- 
versy may be found In Col. Rec. Vol. 
4. pages 90 to 120. 

All this tends to show, that great 
difficulty was had and great hardships 
were endured hy our German Swiss 
ancestors. In those dark early days. 

17S6 — Our GenMin*Swls8 Ancestors 
Snffer rnder the Navigation Acts. 

A new view of the ditlicuUies and 
the burdens, under which our German - 
Swiss ancestors labored, in the Sus- 
quehanna Valley, and southeastern 
Pennsylvania generally, is shown by 
the following Item, which appears in 
Vol. 4 Col. Rec, page 171:— 

"A ])etition of Durst Thome, of 
Philadelphia, in behalf of himself and 
others, was presented to the Board, 
and read in these words: 

To the Honorable, the President and 

Council of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania: 

The humble petition of Durst Thome, 
of Philadelphia, In behalf of himself 

and others, whose names are men- 
tioned in a srheiinlo hereunto an- 
nexed, being owners of the household 
goods and utensils In an inventory 



likewise hereunto annexed, humbly 

showeth : 

That being protestants and subjects 
to the Emperor of Germany, ana en- 
couraged by the accounts that they 
had recoived from othcr.s of their 
countrymen in the province of Penn- 
sylvania, of the great blessings of 
peace and liberty of conscience, en- 
joyed in the said province, under the 
protection of that graciou.s and mishty 
Prince, King George the second. King 
of Great Britain and Elector of Han- 
over, they thereupon, in the year of 
our Lord, One thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty six, did transport 
themselves, with their families Into 
this province: and having disposed of 
their old household goods and uten- 
sils, which were very bulky, at their 
coming down the Rhine, for very 
small quantity of new ones of the 
.same kind, they were laden on board 
the ship Princess Augusta at Rotter- 
dam. And when the said ship made 
report of her lading at the port of 
Cowps, in Great Britain, the said 
household goods, utensils and other 
things belonging to your petitioners 
were freely exposed to the view of 
the OfTlrers of 'hat Port, who suf- 
fered them to puss without molesta- 
tion or requiring any rates, duty or 
customs for the same, they being for 
the proper use of your petitioners 
and not for sale. But so it is, may it 
please your Honors, that upon the ar- 
rival of your petitioners hi the said 
shiji at Philadelpliia she, together 
with the goods and utensils aforesaid 
was seized by the collector and Naval 
Officer of this Port, or one of them, 
by which and the severity of the said 
OtTicers. your petitioners were re- 
duced to very great straits. And not- 
withstanding the said ship, upon a 
full hearing in the Court of Admiral- 
ty of this Province, before Charles 
Read, Esq., then Judge of the s.^id 
Court; but since deceased, was legally 
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acciuitted, yet the said Roods were con- j 
demned as forfeited; which sentence, 
as to the condemnation of the saldj 
goods and utensils, your prtitionors 
being advised could not be warranted i 
by law. They thereupon, petitioned 
the said Court of Admiralty for a re- 
hearing of the said spnt^nre ns to the 
household goods and utenBils, in i 
which petition they humbly conceive 
they hare sufficiently shown that the 
said pcntcnco was altogether null and 
void: and that the same (were the 
Judge of the said Court stil living) 
could not be put In execution, as hy a 
true copy of the saM petition herewith 
exhibited, and to which your peti- 
tioners for greater certainty beg leave 
to refer themselves, your petitioners 

humbly ronroive will manifestly a])- 
pear; and as they are so unfortunate 
as to be deprived of having the sen- 
tence re-heard In that Court, hy rea- 
son of the Death of the Jnd^r. they do' 
most humbly i)ray. as your honors are 
interested in the forfeiture of the said 
goods and utensils If th^ had been 
leirally condemned, that you win in 
compassion to the unhappy circum- 
stances of your poor petitioners, be 
pleased to grant them such relief as 
you, In your wisdom shall think fit. 

And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray. 

DURST THOME. 

It will be observed that these af- 1 
fllcted German Swiss ancestors said 

that they arrived in the Ship Princess 
Augusta in 1736. Upon making- a 
search of the list of those who came , 
la this vessel, which list is found In 

^^f rnnd Series of Pennsylvania Ar- j 
chives Vol. 17, page 126 and also in j 
Vol. 4, Col. Rec. page 72— we find 
among them the following general 

T-anraster Countv names. C?eorge and 
Jacob Myers. Jaf ih MilliT. Jacob 
Bair, .John Bumgardner, Philip Gard- 
ner, Charles Smith, William Huber, 



UNDER NAVIGATION ACTS. 

Lawrence Simon, John Dubbs. Hans 
and Thomas Kerr, John Jacob Buscb, 
John George Oraeff (Oroff). Christian 

Snavely (Snelblein), Teilman H«^r- 
shel. Fred Greir, John Jacob K. l! ir; 
John Rudolph Erb, John Jacob Krei- 
der, John J. Dubhs, Fredrick Gardner, 
Sebastian Groff, Walter Bowman 
(Baumann), Melchoir Detweiler. Hans 
Zwalley, Peter and John Blnkley, Ru- 
dolph Bumgardner, Jacob Chrlstman, 
Jacob Lawrence. Nicholas Farop 
(Free). George Mowrer, Christian 
Shibley and Joseph Newell and 
others. 

We may. perhaps, infer from this 
fact, that many of these peoiile who 
suffered these hardships came to the 
Susquehanna Valley to settle. One 
thing Is certain. If they did come up 
here, they came without their goods, 
for as we shall see in the next item, 
their goods were forfeited to the Gov- 
ernment and sold. A list of their 
goods will appear in the next item. 

17S7— Llit of Onr OenHii-SwIss A«- 
eeslors* Forfeftei Cloois nA Dis* 
posnl of tke Ssba. 

The following petition (4 Col. Rec. 

173) and the added items show how 
our ancestors fared in the difficulties 
mentioned in the preceding item. 
"To the Honorable Charles Read, Eisq., 
Judge of the Court of Vice Admiral- 
ty of the Province of Pennsylvania. 
The humble petition of Nicholas 
Tainy, Benedict Toughly, Baatlan 
Grafffs and George GrafTts, passen- 
trers. in the plea of the aforesaid 
Samuel Marchant, mentioned on be- 
half Of themselves and others, the 
passengers aforesaid^ humbly show- 
eth: 

That the said petitioners and others, 
the passengers aforesaid whose names 

are contained in a schedule hereunto 
annexed, were owners and now claim 
property in Thirty Stoves, in the in- 
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formation exhibited, called Chimney that the proceedings in the cause 
backs, five hundred and ninety-six aforesaid against the said snoods are 
Syths, One hundred and three large , Null, void, invalid, and of no force 



Iron Instruments called Straw* 

knives, Fourteen Iron Instruments 

called drawing knives. Twenty seven 



and effect In the law, for the several 

causes following, viz: for that It ap- 
pears by the plea of the said Samuel 



Iron slew pans, eighty one Iron Marchant the goods aforesaid were 
Ladles. Five doten and three Iron I the goods of those Claimants, and 
Shovf is, Twenty-seven Iron pot lids, ! therefore, ought not to have been 
Twfdve Iron dripping pans and fry- condemned without a hearing first 
ing pans. Thirteen axes and one , given them. And also an opportunity 
hatchet, three small and one large | of examining witnesses, by which it 
crosscut saws, one grns.s of Shoemak- might have appeared to the Court 
ers' and two of Saddlers' awls, six here that the said croods were not 
box Irons and six Chissels, Six Iron liable to be condemned as forfeited; 
baking stove pans. Twenty three > also, fbr that by the practice of this 
dozen of Clasp-knives, One dozen of, Court and Law In such cases, at least 
Sr<-'l8, One dozen of Plyers and Ham- a third proclamation ought to have 
mers. Six Iron Lamps, Six Trowels, been made before the goods afore- 
One spade. One cask of nails and a , said could legally be condemned; also 
smith's Vice. Fourten copper kettles, j for that the information aforesaid Is 
Fivo copper stills, Two dozen scissors, altogether uncertain and Illegal, 
one packet of sleeve buttons and which has rendered the sentence 
Studs, four Umbrellas, Four dozen grounded thereupon, altogether null 
and one half of Worsted Caps. Two! and void; the said Information being 
dozen of printed linen Caps, Six pair > oxhibltod on bohalf of ilic Governor 



of worsted stockings. Four pieces of 
striped cotton Handkerchiefs, Twenty 
five pieces of Tape, Two docen black 
Girdles. One piece of black Crepe. One 
piece of striped Cotton. Nineteen 
pieces of Bedtick, Two pieces of 
brown Linen, One piece of blue and 



or Presidnnt, whon is, at the time of 
the exhibiting of that iutormation. the 
Government, by the death of the late 
Lieutenant Governor and the laws of 
this province, devolves upon and still 
continues in the President and Coun- 
cil and not In the President only, and 



A i;t>^ Linen, Two dozen of Ivory therefor the Information aforfsaid 
Combs, Two dozen and one half of ought to have be^^n in the name of 
tobacco Pipes with brass covers and ihe President and Council of the 
a brass box, Two dosen of Ivory | Province of Pennsylvania (In whom 
needle cases. Three handbrushes, j the power and authority of a Gov- 
Throe dozen of Pewter Spoons. Three ernor of this Province, by the death 
dozen of Spectacles, Eight looking , of the said late Lieutenant Gov- 



Glasses, Eight Flutes, Six wooden 
Clocks, and one dosen of briarhook 



ernor. Patrick Gordon. Esq., deceased, 
is vested) and the sentence ought to 



S'>kks. in the Information aforesaid have been jironounced according, 
ni'ri'ioned; that to them they belong And even hnd this been done, asyour 
and were imported for their own i Honor is a member of that very 



private use, and not for sale; And say 
they are advised and hope to prove 



Conndl, and consequently interested 
in the event of the forfeiture, if any 



that the sentence against the Goods, bo. Thr>y submit It to your Honor 
Wares, and Merchandise aforesaid < whether it be consistent with the 
ought not to be put in execution, for [ rules of Justice and Equity that any 
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sentence should be given in the 
premises at this time and in this 
Court 

For which rpasons they humbly 
pray, that the said sentence may be 
reTiewed, reheard, and not pnt In ex* 
scvtlon; but that the proceedings for 
the causes aforesaid may he declared 
invalid, null and void, and that the 
goods, imrM, and merdiaBdlM afore- 
said be restored to their owners. And 
tbey» as in duty bound shall pray. 

NICHOLAS TAINT 
BENEDICT TOUOHLT 
BASTIAN GRAFFTS 
GEORGE GRAFFTS. 

A schedule or list was likewise an- 
nexed to the foregoing petition, con- 
taining the names of One hundred and 
sixteen foreigners. Which petition 
and papers annexed, are contained un- 
der consideration." 

OtiiOT Steps taken by these unfor- 
tunate foreigners, concerning their 
goods, are found in the same book, 
page 226, where it is made plain, that 
all these goods were condemned and 
sold and the moneys given to the use 
of the English Government. 

From these we observe, that since 
these Oenuan Swiss were not English 
and not naturalized, the goods which 
they attempted to bring to this coun- 
try and start their life here with, 
were liable to seizure as the English 
law did not allow any goods from any 
other country except England, to be 
imported into the colonies of Ameri- 
ca. It seems that under a certain 
taxation and rGstrictlon, certain 
amount of dnthlns and household 
goods could be brought over. But 
they fared very badly In the Incident 
referred to above. 

17S7~8hJp Beeerds of the Piecedlig 

Tear. 

The records of immigrants, coming 
to Pennsylvania in 1736, may be found 
In the Item setting forth, the unfortu- 



nate company who arrived in the 
Princess Augusta, set forth (ante) In 
these annals. 

The only other ship arriving during 
: that year was the Perth Amboy, ac- 
I count of which is found In 2nd. Series 

of the Pa. Ardilves, Vol. 17, page 130. 

The immigrants arriving in this ship 

are as follows, common in Lancaster 

County: 

Frantx — Hellar — Lambert >- Stel- 

ger — Herr — Eberhart — Shults — 
Haas — Rausch and Smith. 

There are others arriving in this 
ship; but these are those of Lancas- 
ter County's common names. 

17t6 — XteiMl Welten a Gtnum 
Baptfsl Preacter tram Epferata. 

The Germans In and about Bphrata 

who followed a monastic religioua 
life, produced several peculiar char- 
acters and a great many religious 
writings. One of these ^aracters was 
Michael Welfare. 

In the Pa. Gazette, in the issue of 
January 6, 1737, there is a notice oi a 
book published by Welfare called. 
"The wisdom of God crying and calU 
Ing to the sons and daughtera of men 
for repentance." 

The notice states, that this is really 
a sermon or testimony delivered to 
the iK'ople of Philadelphia Market 
September 1734 by Michael Welfare; 
together with some additional re- 
marka on the present state of affalra 
concerning Christianity in Pennsyl- 
vania. To be sold by Benjamin 
Franklin. About the same time the 
testimony was delivered, a notice ap- 
peared in Franklin's newspaper under 
the date of September 25, 1734. 

This may be found under that date 
In the preceding Item of these annals. 

1737— Ship Ite<ords For This Year. 

During this year we find 7 ship 
loads of these German Swiss people. 
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Among the common Lancaster County 
names we find the following: 

Four Alberta^ Arnolds-^ Beck- 
ers — 6 Bowinans — 2 Fishers — 2 
Frantze— 2 Falcks — 4 Groves — 2 Gar- 
bera — 6 Habeckere — 2 Kauffmans — 4 
Longs — 3 Leamans — SMiUere— 4S Mey- 
epa^2 MInnlchs— 2 Rotes— 2 Reigels 
—2 Smiths — i Stouts— 3 Wolfes— 3 
Wlwn—t Wagners— 2 Welches— 2 
Zleglen— 3 Strlcklera— 6 Sbantze and 
S ShrlTers. 

We find one eacb ot the following: 

Appel — Bishop — Bumgardner — 
Christ — Eberhart — Engel — Foust 

— Pink — Frederick — Ortm — Bol- 
linger — Gardner — KUne — Kranas 

— Mtlchoir — Thomas — Snyder — 
Ritter — Ruth — Vogel — Weber — 
Wetsel — Spangler — Sbober — 
Shank — Slegel and Springer. 

These German Swiss people came 
in the Ship "Samuel" Hugh Percy 
naster— "Snow Molly^ John Howell 
master— "Virtuous Grace" John Bull 
master — "St. Andrew Gallpy" John 
Stedman master — "Bilander Towns- 
head" T4iomas Thompson master— 
"Charming Nancy of London" Charles 
Stedman master and the Ship "Wil- 
liam" John Carter master. 

1737 — Horror and Suffering of the 
Karlj (lermans in the lioncaster 
County Border Warfares* 

The Colonial Records, particularly 
Volume 4, contains a great many let- 
ters upon the suffering of our Ger- 
man ancestors by reason of the con- 
tention of Maryland along the Sus- 
quehanna River. 

In that hook, page 159, and con- 
tinuing for several pages, there ap- 
pears a letter drawn up by the Presi- 
dent and Counsel of Pennsylvania to 
the Maryland Qovemor, on the state 
of affairs. And contains, amon;^ 
others, the following extracts, made 
from it: 



"But what must the world judge, or 
yourself say. of the last transactions 
begun about the time of the date of 

your letter, and since continued by 
your new Captain Higginbotham and 
his crew, the seizing and taking at 
one time half a doiMi qolet and 
peaceable German men from the 
human office of digging a grave to 
bury the dead of a nelghhor's family, 
huriy them through the woods In the 
most rigorously cold season that has 
been for some years iinown, about a 
hundred miles on foot, and there 
committing them In the like weather 
to a narrow noisome gaol without 
any other subsistance than a pint of 
Indian corn boiled in water for the 
whole twen^ four hours, for which 
pint of the value of about a half 
penny each man is charged by the 
Sheriff twenty pounds of tobaoeofor 
each day. and no lire or any other 
lodE^Ing than the bare floor allowed 
rh m further than as the distressed 
I to pie could procure them from the 
humanity of others, or borrow money 
to piircliaso them. And again others 
of the same people yet more barbar- 
ously treated, for instance your Cap- 
tain and his gang, hreaking down the 
window fired in upon the family at 
one man's house, then violently 
breaking up hoth his doors then 
cruely heat him and his wife with 
their guns, until they broke two of 
them, and then took the man; an- 
other tiley took from his threshing, 
and being at the work very thinly 
clothed, his wife following him to 
carry his coat to him. they fired at 
the woman and obliged her to re- 
turn: they cut down the door of the 
third and took the man; at another 
who had fled on horseback to escape 
them, they fired two shots; at an- 
other's house they cut down two 
doors and took the man:'at another's 
they cut down three doors, two at 
his house and one at his mill, and 
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took bim; and theji took two others 
who went to them with the Intention 

to have those unhappy prisoners 
freed; and all these, when thus taken, 
they hurried down in the same man- 
ner to Annapolis and coiumitted 
them as they had the others before. 
They have albo »ince taken Joshua 
Minabal, a frequent sufferer In your 
saols. for no other reason formerly 
than :irkno\vled:;in:r the juris liction 
he lives under, and now tor none that 
we can learn besides their own will 
anil pleasure. Nor do we find any- 
thing is or can be alle^pl ai;ainst 
those Dutchmen or Germaas, more 
than that being from thetr own ob- 
servation convinced (for thoy were 
never that we can discover, soliclterl 
or persuaded to it by any of this 
Government) that the place they 
lived in rotilil not be in Marylr\nd but 
in Pennsylvania, and therofDrc, they 
thought themselves obliged in con- 
science to acknowledge their right- 
ful proi)riotors and arcordini^ly let 
you know this, a iirocffiiins that, on 
their application to some of our 
Magistrates of Lancaster, they were 
advised to as the nin?t ctinriid and 
in genuou.s means they could use on 
their return to us, which they had of 
themselves proposed and were de- 
torminotl in hoforc." 

This is simply a summing up of 
what our German-fihrlss ancestors 
had to endure along the Susquehanna 
Rivor in 17^57 and before. And it is 
set forth as a mirror, which our peo- 
ple of the present day can see re- 
flected, some of the conditions of the 
so-ralle 1 "?ood old timos." This took 
place in both Manor and W. Hemp- 
fleld townships and also along the 
west side of the river. 

This extract was found in Vol. 4, 
Col. Uec. p. 100. 

KSK— Sliip lUcord.s For This Year. 
During this year we find 16 ship 
loads of these German Swiss people. 



Among the common Lancaster County 

names we find the following: 

3 Beyers— 4 Bowmans — 2 Benders — 
2 Burns — 2 Funks — 3 Kuilmers — 2 
FYltzs — 2 Hollars — 8 Hofhnans — 4 
Halls— 2 Hesses — 4 Jacol s— 2 Klines 
—a Liios— 3 Lxjnss— IS Miller.s— 9 My- 
ers — 3 Nagles — 2 Palmers — 3 Reeses— 
11 Smiths— 13 Snydera— 2 Shoemakers 
-^ 3 Sharps — 2 Shaeffers — 2 Thomases 
-8 Wasners— 2 Walters— 2 Wolfa— 3 
Zieglcrs an^ 3 Weberc. 

We also find, one each of the fol- 
}ov»-lng: 

.Arnold. Abel. Burkhart, Brock, 
Bernhart. Bricker, Beck. Daniel, 
Dlehl, Engte, Fisher, Funk, Fehl. 
Gable, Goodman, Huppart. Hartman. 
Hoover. Hellar. Kinzcr, Haller. Kaufl- 
man, Leanord, Mitchell. Mosser. 
Moore, Peters, Roth, Rhode. Stout, 
riiitb, Shenk, Shoop, Shultz, Starr. 
S!o.;»l. Strauss. Stein. Sbearor. 
Swartz, Tshudy, Zimmerman, Weaver, 
Wenger, Wise, Walker, Wanamakw 
and other?. 

These Gorman and Swiss people 
came in the Ship "Bringantine Cath- 
erine" Jacob Philips Mastei^"Wlnter 
Galley" Edward Payntfr Master — 
■■(;!aprow" Walter Sterling Master — 
"Snow Sisters" James Marshall Mas- 
ter^^Robert and Alice of Dublin** 
Walter Goodman Master — "Queen 
Elizabeth" Alexander Hope Master — 
"Thistle" John Wilson, Master — 
"Nancy" William Wallace, Master — 
"Friendship" Henry Buch. Master — 
"Snow Fox" Charles Ware. Master — 
"Davy" William Patton. Master— St. 
Andrew" John Stedmans, Master — 
"Bilander Thistle" GeorRC Houston. 
Master — "Elizabeth" Gearse HodEjson. 
Master — "Charming Nancy" Chas. 
Stedman .Master and "Snow Enter> 
prise," Lynell Wood, Master. 

1788— UiiBUllarr AccoBMo4aitlou !■ 

Ow AncMtort* Sblpt. 

Fr<Nn time to time the ancient rec- 
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ord.s make reference to the sick and ; Province has been for some time the 
deceased conditions of the poorer Im- 1 asylum of the distressed Protestants 

migrants and of the ncrossity forlios- of the Palatinate, and other parts of 
pitals and lazarettos. In Vo!, 4, Col. Germany, and I believe it may with 
Rec, page 306, necessity for quarau- truth be said that the present flour- 
tine 'Is again brought up. | Ishing condition of it is in a great 
It is t^lelv stated, that Dr. Thomas ! measure owin.^ lu the industry of 
Graeme, who was appointed the of- those people; and should any discour- 
ficial visitor on all ships arriving in i agement divert them from coming 
Philadelphia made a report concern- 1 hither, it may well be apprehended 
Ing four ships that had Just come that the value of your lands will fall, 
from Rotterdam and Amsterdam. It :ind your advances to wealth be much 
was particularly pointed out, that the slower; for it is not altogether the 
passengers on the ship Nancy and i goodness of the soil, but the number 
Friendship should not land, as such | and industry of the people that make 
landing might prove dangerous to the a flourishing cormtry. The condition 
health of the inhabitants of the prov- j indeed of such as arrived here lately 
ince. And, it was therefore ordered, i has given a very just alarm; but had 
that the Masters of these ships should | you been provided with a Pest House 
be taken into custody for contempt in or Hospital in a i ropcr situation the 
not obeying: the Governor's order, evils which have been apprehended 
which required, that all ships must ^ might under God have been entirely 



remain one mile away from the City, prevented. The law to prevent sickly 

until they give security not to land ' vessels from coming into this Gov- 
any of the passengers, baggage or ernmont has been strictly put in ex- 
goods until the passengers have been , ecution by me. A physician has been 



examined and until the ships have a 
license to do so. 



appointed to visit those vessels and 

the Masters obliged to land such of 



It seems that Philadelphia was the passenccrg as wore sick at a dis- 
afraid of small pox and other con- tance from the City, and to convey 



taglous diseases. 

On turning to the records of those 



them, at their own expense, to houses 

in the Country convenient for their 



who arrived In the Nancy and Friend- reception. More could not have been 
ship, w^e find persons bearing our | done without inhumanly exposing 
Zjaneaster County names, such as | great numbers to perish on board the 
Hoffman. Myer, Beck, Reese, Rhode, ships that brought them." 
Toung. Hoover. Miller, Shoop, Smith' 



17S8— Another Lot of flcnuia Swbs 
ABeetton Katoraliicd. 



and many others. 

1738— The Proirress of Oar Connfy 
, 1 n 4 *i ^^ CI During thla session of the Legisla* 
Largely Dae to the (Jerman-Swlss. ^^^^ following persons were nat- 

Turning again to Col. Rcc, Vol. 4, uralizod. among those, we recognize 
page 316, we find, that at this same many names of our Lancaster County 
time, the Governor made an address : people of the present day, Michael 
to the Assembly, In which he gave j Albert, William Albert, Leanord Ben* 
his views upon the subject of the der, George Miller. .lohn Bushong. 
German Swiss people and their con- Nicholas Candle, .John Hagey. Charles 
dition In this county up until that . Kellar, Stephen Lelberger, Ludowick 
time. iDettenbum, John Peter Ccoher, Ml- 

Among other things he ssys: "This | chael Becker, Kasimr Stump, Jacob 
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Becker, Bartholomew Shaver, Tobias 
Pickle. Peter Rutt, George Klein, 
Paul Tittenhoffer. Mathias Tlse, 
George Ludowick Horst. Sebastian 
Graeff. John Henry Bassler, Mathias 
Tting, Jacob Schlough, Henry MtdUMl 
fmmel, Felix Miller. Martlli Wey- 
brecht, Frederick Eigelberger, Sebas- 
tian Finlc, Hans Adam Shreiner, 
Cbristlan Lang. Caspar Ftllar, An- 
thony Bretter. Hans Graff, Theophilus 
Hnrtman, Jr., Benjamin Witmer, 
Abraham Witmer. Johannes Binkley, 
Turat Buckwalter, Henry Neaf, Jr., 
Valentine Hergelrat, Henry Banler, 
Jobn Stcttler, Leonhard Romler. 
Loonbard Hcycr, Peter Schell, John 
Nohaker, Michael Knoppenheiter, 
Cbriatian Ijonan. George Unroolc, 
Jacob Sheffer, Valentine Keffer. Jacob 
Etshberper. Herman Walburn, Casper 
Reed, Christian Ley, Jacob Lower. 
Hane Moor, Johannes Blum. George 
Steitz, Erasmus Bluckonmeyer.George 
Graff; "being all of the Protestant or 
Reformed religion, and subjects of the 
Emperor of Germany, and oiber 
provinces now In amity with the King 
of Great Britain: every one of them 
was by this Act declared citizens, and 
all tbe ImmunltleB enjoyed by nat- 
ural liege subjects, were to be oijoyed 
by tbem." (Rupp 271.) 

ITiS-ABether SisaU late of fierw 
■aifl. 

Rupp, in bia biatory of Lancaster 
County, page 273, says that about this 
year, many immigrants from the 
Palatinate settled In Brecknock 
Township. Among these were Jacob 
Gnth, who orortf>(i the first erist mill; 
John Mussleman and FranCiS Diller, 
wbo erected tbe first distillery In 
Brecknock: Jacob Scbneder, and 
Pranris Eckert, Herman Deis, Chris- 
topher Waldhauer, William Morris 
and some otbers. Tbis marks the 
opening of the northeast section of 
Lancaster County settlements, name- 



ly, old Brecknock Township. The 
number of tazables about this time 
were 2560, in Lancaster County* 

17»-MaSmg of Anolher Let of 

Palatiaes. 

In tbe Pa. Gasette of Oct 26. 1738. 

contains this item. "Last Saturday 
arrived here, the ship Davy from Hol- 
land with Palatines. 

Tbe Captain with both mates and 
one hundred and sixty passengers 
died on the passage and the Carpenter 
brought iu the vessel. Most of the 
ships which bring Dutch passengers 
this year, have been visited with a 
sickness that has carried away a great 
number of Swiss. 

We see by this, why a pest house or 
a similar method of quarantine was 

so badly needed. This ship had to he 
broui^ht in by the Carpenter and ap- 
parently very few passengers were 
left. 

Turning to Volume 17, Second Ser. 

of Pa. Archives, pat'P 169, we find that 
this ship "Davy" was not Dutch, but 
German; and came from Amsterdam. 
The list of passengers given in the 
records number 94. 

Wc observe that two-thirds of the 
number died on the passage. 

Among the ordinary county names 
in this ship we find such as Knnsler. 

Lons?, Shearer, Thomas Seber, Bfyers, 
Stein. Kellar. Prey. Wise. Fphl.Shrura. 
Kinzer. Subert, Kbehr, Snyder, Moore. 
Reichert, Hoffman, Beck. lAntsinger. 
Wetzel. Lantz. Stoltz and others. 

We see, therefor, that the sufferers 
mentioned in tbis item were ances- 
tors of people actually living In this 
county today. 

1718— Gieal Percentage sf Getmin 
Swiss &Midgiaiits DM £■ RoiCeb 

From ^o records we have shown of 
the several ships names, whose ca- 
tastrophes we were able to describe. 
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teoanse, of the meager accounts of 

ancient nowsjiaiiprs, still on file, we 
arc able to c;ilculate how many thou- 
sands of those who started for 
America from Amsterdam and Rotter- 
dam between the years 1700 and 1750 
never reached America: but died at 
sea and were buried in its waters. 

We cited the case of the ship that 
had 150 on board and arrived here 
with only 'lO |)prsons; and another 
case where one-half of the crew were 
lost and one-half of the passengers 
died: and of the ship Davy, just men- 
tioned in which, out of 254, fully 160 
were lost and only 94 reached shore. 

Tliere were many others, no doubt. 
In which 60 to 100 died on the voyage 
and no note was ever made of them. 
It is therefore safe to say, that the 
30.000 German Swiss Immigrants who 
arrived here from the year 1700 until 
the times reaching up to the Kevolu- 
tlonar>- War may not have been more 
than two-thirds or three-fourths of 
those who started to reach America. 
That is to say. it Is wholly likely that 
out of nearly 45,000 or 50.000 immi- 
grants who set sail for America in 
that time. 16.000 to 20,000 of them 
died on the voyage by diseases, hard- 
ships and exposure. And perhaps, 
many entire ship loads of them went, 
down, of which we have no record in 
America at all. Those 30.000 who ar-i 
rived here durine: thnt time, may' 
simply be survivors of a list of nearly , 
60.000 who started. I 

1789— Ship Records for This Year. 

During this year, we find 8 ship , 
loads of these German Swiss people. ! 
Among the common Lancaster County 
names we find the following: 

2 .\dams — ;? Beckers— 2 Bachmans 
—3 Diehls— 2 Gables— 4 Hoffmans— 3 
Klines— 8 Millers— 2 Smiths— 4 Sny- 
ders— 2 Swenks— 2 Stouts— 2 Thom- 
ases— 2 Wolfes — 2 Webers and 2 
Weldmans. 



We also find one each of the follow* 

Ing: 

Albert. Burkhart. Brenner. B:irr, 
Cook. Christian, Dorwart. Engle. 
Fisher, Prey, Fox, Gerhart, Good, 
Hess, Kramer, Moore, Martin. Xeff, 
Roth, Reisser, Ream, Schaeffer, 
Shearer, Swartz, Strauss, Weaver, 
Welehans, Wolpert and Zimmerman. 

These German-Swiss peojtle came in 
the Ship "Bilaiuler T.ondon" — .Tol.n 
Pil)on Commander; "Jamaica Galley" 
—Robert Harrison, C<mimattder: 
' Snow Betsy**— Richard Buden. Com- 
nianrler; "Sanmel" — TTti?rh Percy, 
Commander; Robert and Alice" — 
Walter Goodman, Commander: 
' Friendship"- William Vlttery, Com- 
mander: "Loyal Judith" — Edward 
Painter, Coninuinfler. and "Lydia"— 
J.inies Alien. Commander. 

ira^Many Inhabitants of Lancaster 
and PUladelphfa Petttlon to be 
Xatnnllied. 

In Vol. 3, Votes of Assembly, p. 

334, a lars;^ number of our ancestors 
set forth tlieir desire for naturaliza- 
tion and this action as well as the 
general situation in Pennsylvania on 
the subject of German Swiss immigra- 
tion the Assembly represented to 
Hon. Thomas Penn as follows: 
To the Honorable Thomas Penn: 
The address of Representative of 
Freeman of said province showpth: 

That we have received sundry peti- 
tions from a great number of Inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia and Lancaster 
Counties, which we take the liborty to 
lay before the Proprietor setting forth 
the great straits they and their fami- 
lies will be reduced to and the Incon- 
veniency that will arise to many 
othprs though not under their cir- 
cumstances, if those poor people 
should be removed from their present 
habitations at the time limited by the 
proprietor's advertisement of Novem- 
ber 23 last: 
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Though some of these people have 
most unwarrantably posseBsed them* 
selves of your lands and others of 

them very much failpd in tholr duty 
In complying with their contracts, yet 
we hope the Proprietor will be 
pleased to have compassion upon 
thpJr present clrcumstanoos and 
rather impute their failing short in 
that Justice which they owe to your 
Honorable family, to their necessities 
anrl want of knowledge and due con- 
sideration, rather than a disregard 
and contempt of your right or author- 
ity. 

And as we are of the opinion that 
the greatest part of these people, un- 
der the elrcamstances mentioned tu 
said advertisements, may In time be- 
come useful inhabitants.— Wc humbly 
request our Proprietor to take their 
onhappy condition into his considera- 
tion, and allow them such further 
time, \m(lpr such limitations as the 
Proprietor shall judge reasonable, in 
order to pay for and get their titles 
to their lands confirmed; and this 
houpo. will in a proper time, readily 
join with the Governor in any Act that 
may be judged necessary, as well as 
for protecting the property of the 
Proprietor and others from such un- 
just intrusions hi the future, and for 
the preservation of the Peace of the 
Government, as for guarding against 
the dang:er which may arise from the 
great and frequent importation of 
foreigners; and by these means we 
hope the Proprietor's interest will be 
m'ich advanced and the poor people 
much relieved. 

We shall see that the wish of these 
people was gratified, 

17S9— LaBcutor Goniity Aneeston 
Natuallted. 

May 19. of this year, the following 

residents of Lancaster County were 
naturalized. Michael Albert, William 
Albert, Leonhart Bender, George Mil- 



ler. John Bushong, Nicholas Camile, 
John Hagey, Charles Kellar, Stephen 
Remsberger, Ludowick Dottenburn, 
.lacob Bair, Jr., John Leiberger, Bar- 
tholomew Shaver, Caspar Stump, 
Jacob Becker, Tobias Pickle, Peter 
Rutt. George Kline, Paul Tittenhof- 
fer, Mathias Tise, George Ludowick, 
Sebastian Graff, John Henry Basse- 
ler. Mattheas Tung, Jacob Sbloug. 
Henry Michael Immel, Felix Miller, 
Martin Weybrecht. Fredrick Eigel- 
berger. Sebastian Fink, Hans Adam 
Shrelner, Christian Long. Casjiar Til- 
ler, Anthony 13relter, Leonhart Ell- 
maker, Andreas Bersiuger, Hans 
Graff, Jacob Hartman, Theopolis 
Hartman, Jr., Benjamin Witmer,Adam 
Witmer. Johannes Binkley, Turst 
Buckwalter, Henry Neaff, Jr., Valen- 
tine Heargelrat, Henry Basseler, 
Johan Stetler, Leonhart Romler, 
Leonhart Heyer, Potf-r Shell, Johan 
Nohaker, Nicholas .Miller, Johan Hock, 
Thomas Koppenbeffer. Christian Lee- 
man, Georpp Unrook, Jacob Shaffer, 
Valentine Koefcr, Jacob Etshberger, 
Herman Walburu, Caspar Reed. 
Christian Manusmltb. Nicholas Cntts. 
Geor;;e W'oyrick. Christopher Ley. 
Jacob Lower, Hans Moor. John Blum, 
George Steitz. Erasmus Buckenmeyer, 
and George Oroft These 78 names 
nre all familiar ones down to this day. 
It is quite a satisfaction to know the 
date when they were thus granted 
full citlsenship. They are spoken of 
in the record as of the Protestant or 
Reformed religion and are stated lo 
have been subjects of the Emperor 
of Germany and other princes In 
amity with Great Britain. 

At the same time a long list of 
Germans or Swiss of Philadelphia 
were naturalized. They are as fol- 
lows: 

Johannes Dylander, Christian 
Grassold, Henry Shocklier, Michael 

Jansen Hailing, Daniel Steinmetz, 
Johannes Smith, David Deshler, Hans 
George Passage, David Seesholtz, 
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Stephen Grelff, Hans George Hickner, | 
Sebastian Mirry, Rudolph Bonner, ! 
Baitzazae Ressler, Jr., Joannes Zach- 
arias, Charles Benzel, Jr., Daniel 
MacjiKl, Jr.. Justls Reeb-Camp, 
Charles Reeb-Camp, Jacob Gallete, 
Anthony Hinkle. Peter Rigbter, Wil- 
liam Rerlg, Henry Stouz, Chrtatopber 
Roab. Caspar Singer, Ludowlck 
Knauss, William Hauke, Leonhart 
Hariline, Michawl Kline, Leonhart 
Krlatler, Johannea Wllhelm, Ludo- 
wick Clrkel* Ludowlck Hinnigc, 
George Cresssian, Fredrick Gotshall. 
Andreas Trombourger, Jacob Troum- 
berger, Hartman Detterman, Philip 
Enghert, Jacob Coob, Henry Deinig, ' 
Johan Ditteric: Bauman, .Johan Kleim, 
Fredrick Alarstailer, Mathias Koplin, 
Johannes Bender, Henry Deerlnger. 
Adam Moser, Peter Jarger, Jacob 
Alster, Samuel Gooldin. Hans George 
Jarger, Andreas Kepler, Jacob Frey. 
Christopher Witman, Andreas Geis- 
berts, Benedlctus Muntz, John Eigs- 
ter, Michael Herger, Philip Frederick 
HiUengas, Philip Labar, Michael 
Knappenberger. Michael Dotterer, 
George Hubner. Herman Fisher, Con- 
rad Kolb. George Philip Dotterer, 
J^han Miller, Jacob Freeh, Henry 
Smith, Leonhart Smith, Rowland 
Smith, Michael Kraus. Daniel Kreest- 
man, Abraham Beyer, Michael r;ood, 
George Good, Henry Snyder, Adam 
Reed. Christopher Ottlnger. Anthony 
Jager, Nicolaus Jager, John Henry 
Weeber, Johan Jacob Roth. Johannes 
Geldbaugh, and Christian Condy. 

No doubt many of these are the 
ancestors of the great flonrishing 

Mennonite Church of the City of Phil- 
adelphia, which Is (among others) 
under the jurisdiction of that enter- 
prising and learned father of the 
faith. Bishop N. B. Onibb. (See rec- 
ord of this naturalization In Vol. 
St. L., p. 32G.) This is the fruit of 
the petition set forth in the preceding 
item. 



1789— ClermtB Swiss Anoesters Ket 
Able To Pay Their Passage. 

We have noticed in prior articles, 

that some of our German Swiss ances- 
tors were held occasionally for their 
passage money. This difficulty they 
seemed to aicouater continually. In 
the Pa. Gazette of April 19. 1731>. it Is 
stated, that "Whereas sundry Pala- 
tines are Indebted for their freights 
in the under mentioned ships and 
simdry others have given their notes 
and bonds which have long been due; 
they are desired to take notice that If 
they do any longer neglect to come 
and pay their respective debts unto 
Benjamin Shoemaker living in High 
Street they may expect to be prose- 
cuted according to law. 

The ships are as follows: 

The Ship Hope, Daniel Reed com- 
mander — Ship Samuel. Hugh Percy 
commander — Ship Mercury, William 
Wilson commander — Ship Princess 
Augusta, Samuel Marchant command- 
er — Ship Virtuous Grace. John Bull 
commander — Ship Uarle, Ralph Har* 
le commander— Ship Winter Galley, 
Edward Painter commander — Ship 
Queen Elizabeth, Alexander Hope 
commander — Ship Glascow, Walter 
Sterling commander and the Ship 
Friendship, Henry Berch commander. 

We can easily gather from this, that 
poverty was pretty generally the com- 
mon lot of the earliest forefathers of 
T^ancaster County. Of course, they 
had opportunity ahead for making 
money and did make money: but they 
began In face pinching poverty. 

17S9 — The Dnnirers of Wagoning to 

Phihiadelphiii. 

In the Pa. Gazette of October 25, 
1730, there is an aeconnt as follows: 
"On the 20th inst. as one Willmouth 

Brackbill. a Palatine, was <lrivlng a 
team on the Conestoga Road, he 
stepped out of the fore part of the 



Digitized by Google 



270 



SHIP RECORDS— NATURAUZATION. 



wagon, his foot slipping the wheels! 17lt— Skip Beeordg F«r This Tear. 

went over him and he was killed." 



During this year we find 6 ship 

. .. . »u » ^ V. ,, »K Qennan Swiss people. 

this Item, except that, undoubtedly the „„^^„„ t » 

. Among the common Lancaster County 

names we &nd the following: 

2 Beckers — 2 Freys — 2 Hellars — 8 

, , ^ , Millers— 3 Myers— 8 Smiths— 13 Sny- 

travehng between the two places was ghoemakerB-2 Waiters and 3 



Thore is notliinij of iinportance In 



road ways were In a had condition 

between Lancaster and Philadelphia 

and they had many dangers, T-ho 



quite numerous and many accidents 

occurred. It wil] br ronipnihrred, we 
learned that commodiUf.s of all kinds 
were taken to Philadelithia in wagons. 

Harris In his Biographical History 
of Lancaster Coimty contains notes of 
this death also. (P. 5.) Where he 
speaks of him as Ulrich Brackblll. It 



Wolfes. 

We also find me each of the follow- 
ing: 

Arnold — Beyer — Htck — Brosius 

— Berger — Cramer — Casper — Cook 

— Fisher — Fink — Ftants — Green- 
await — Hollman — Hall — Hersh — 



, iiart — Kress Kins — Moore 

may be that It was Ulrich Brackbiir jj^^, _ q^^^ _ -iSnLrt 



that was killed. As Harri.s says. 



— Relssner — Rupp -~ ScbaefCer — 



Ulrich BrackbiU was one of the mostigtein _ q^.^^, _ ghacffer - Weber 
prominent of our early ancestors. Hej_ wacker and Werner 



was, I am Quite positive, a son of ThM^ r tim. o„.i i 

T» \i- . n 1 1 M, , . Tnese German Swiss people came 

Benedict Dracithil] mentioned In a ^ f ^ 

previous item of these annals. Bene- 
dict Brackblll was very Instrumental 

in preventing the first ship load of 



m 



the Ship "Jmendship," William Vit- 
tery master— "Lydia." James Allen 
master — "Samuel and Elizabeth." 



o^, , . , . , o William Chilton master— "Loyal Jud- 

Palat nes from heinj sent by Switzer- ith .. l^.^u p^j^,^,^ master-"Rohert 
land to the East Indies. He interced- wuwi. 



and Alice." Walter Goodman master, 
and ' Samuel." Hiisih Mercy master. 

1740— lazatloB WiUiOBt BeprMMitaP 
Ues. 

In Vol. 16 of Hazard's Register, 
page 253, there is an article showing 
the original letters of Peter Miller, 
who was a prominent figure in the 

Ephrata settlement. Peter Miller 



ed with Holland not to allow such a 

shlprafMit to be sent across the Hol- 
land dominion down the Rhine and. 
therefore, the project was abandoned : 
and some of the same people after-! 

wards came to Lancaster County. i 

i 

17t9— Lancaster County ReforaiMl 
dermans >atnndJied. 

In 4th Statutes at Lnrge p. 327, will 
be found a list of what are called, i writing about the events in his letter 
Reformed Lancaster County Germans of 1790 says, "that 60 years earlier, 
naturalized. This Is the same list we which would have be«i 1740, the sub> 
pave in a previous item, although In jert of taxes came up and they were 
that item, we did not refer to them as all very poor at that time." He fur- 
being of Reformed faith. It Is made | ther states, that at that time, a Con- 
dear that they are not of Mennonite stable entered their Camp, for they 
faith. At the Court of St. .Tames. May lived in the form of a Camp then, and 
12, 1740, an Act for naturalizing these demanded a single man's tax from 
Germans came before the King's leach one of the single men. The 
Cotinril, and on rec-oniniendalion of Brethren differed among themselves 
the Lords Commissioners for Trade in mdnlon. some paid, some refused 
and of the Privy Council the Act for | and claimed a personal immunity, on 
naturalizing was approved. | the ground that, In the eastern conn- 
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tries the Moults and liermitb were not 
Bubject to taxes, they simplsr collected ' 
every harveBt by their lalior so much 
grain aa was needed for the yearly 
supply and have also supplied all the 
prisons and helped the poor and,' 
therefore, the old Roman Emi)eror 
freed them from any taxes. They 
claimed these early brethren were not 
inferior to those of ancient times.' 
The result was* that six of these 
brethren were taken to jail at Lan- 
caster and were imprisoned 10 days 
but were set free, and a veneral old! 
Justice of the Court offered himself 
for hail for them. His name was 
Tobias Hendriclcs. 

When the Court came on and the -, 
brethren appeared before the Board, 
the Judges became greatly impressed 
with the fear of God: because these 
6 men had been reduced to skeletons. ' 
and finally, the Court decided they 
could go and he free: but. they should 
pay the tax as one family, that is the; 
same as one head of a family would 
pay instead of each man paying a tax. | 

You can readily see. that the only 
excuse the brethren had, was that as 
they did not labor for gain and lay' 
up estates; but spent their time in 
helping the poor and in teaching re- 1 
llgion. thoy should he freed of taxes.' 

1740 lilstoricnl Ephrata. 

In Volume 15, o£ Hazard's Register, 
page 161. there is a historical sketch | 
of our early German ancestors at I 
Ephrata, stating that they came to 
America about 171d and settled at^ 
Germantown, Skippadi, Oley, Con-| 
estoga and elsewhere. They formed 
a churrh at Ttermantown in 172:^ and 
established a church at Muehlbach ; i 
and the account details, bow they 
srew from time to time. Jt is too 
large an account for these annals. 

l?4I^GerniHn MIgrratlon Into the 

Cunberlud Valley. 

It seems, that about this time, the 



low wall of mountain ridges between 
lower Susquehanna and the settle* 
ments following to the southwest into 
the Potomac and other valleys, no 
longer formed the western boundary 
of our German population. 

It is stated in Vol. 5. of the Colonial 
Reeords, page 445, that about 1740. 
Fredrick Starr, a German, with two 
or three more of his countrymen 
made a small settlement in what is 
now called the Cumberland Valley. 

It seems that the Delawares roamed 
in these parts of Penm^lvania and 
that they considered it a breach of 
treatv. for white iieople to come into 
that section. They complained to the 
Governor and the Governor said ttiat 
he would see that they were thrown 
back over the mountains again. 

We simply note this Hem as it 
seems to be the beginning of the Cum- 
berland settlements. 

1740— Gerauuit Si|»poit the Qiiiken 
la OppoiiBiT Oor. Thomas's War 
SpMt. 

We all know that in 1740 Governor 
Thomas of Pennsylvania was very 
zealous In this I'rovjnce. in gathering 
up soldiers to take part in King 
George's War — and he made no scru- 
ples of causing servants to leave 
rhf'ir masters (who had paid for their 
services for a term of years), and 
entering the army. The Quakers op- 
posed this; and John Wright the pre- 
siding judge of our local courts (also 
a member of the Assembly) was 
strong in denouncing the governor. 
The governor refused to continue him 
lonsjer an a judge and dropped him. 
He was a Quaker. 

Gov. Thomas found himself opposed 
and overcome by the Quakers In the 
.Assembly, and the Quaker members 
held their seats by the German vot- 
ers, who also opposed war measures. 

The governor complained of this to 
England at last. In his communica. 
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tfoD to the English Ooveroment Oct 

20, 1740 I Vol. 4 St. L. p. 468) he says 
in explanation of why he dries not 
succeed better, tliat the Quakers and 
Germans, "entered Into consultation 
and came to a rfsolntion to exert 
their whole power to secure a con- 
siderable majority of their own per- 
suasion to be chosen to assembly to 
oi)posr all expense on warlike prej)- 
arations as they call it." That this 
was not secret but publicly openly 
avowed. Again p. 470 he says, 
"There is little reason to ex]iect pro- 
vision for defense of the Province — 
as the same people* at thetr yearly 
meeting which is now designed to 
direct the civil affair.s of the govern- 
ment, instead of regulating religious 
affairs, were so strong that out of 30 
members of the Assembly there are 
only n that are not Quakers. lie then 
complains that "This could not have 
been effected had not the votes of the 
Germans (who are very numerous 
herf'> been enRasred. by deceiving 
them into a belief that a militia will 
bring them under as severe a bondage 
to governors as they were formerly 
under their princes in Germany; that 
the expense would empoverish them, 
and that tf any others than Quakers 
were chosen uron the .\.sseniVdy they 
would be dragged down from their 
farms and be obliged to build forts as 
a tribute for their betlig admitted to 
R^ftl^' in this Province. Many other 
falsehoods were spread among them 
in printed papers one of which fall- 
ing into my hands I have enclosed 
with as iiood a translation of It as I 
could procure." 

Further on he says that "This pro- 
vince is become very populous from 
the great numbers that have for many 

ypiirs past come Into it from England. 
Ireland and Germany — and there is' 
now 10,000 pounds interest in the 
bank from the interest of paper 
money, etc." 



He also says that though only one 

third of the people are Quakers yet 
by electioneering and using the Ger- 
man vote they elected all but 3 
Quakers to the Assembly out of 80. 

This article shows us several faots: 
— that our rir!y German and Swiss 
Don resistant ancestors took an active 
part In elections, which in some 
branches Is not exercised today — that 
they were however, not independent 
in i)olltlcs as in religion, but were 
used by Quaker politicians— that they 
were fearful of expense and extrava- 
gance--that they were numerous— 
that they were for peace, and fearful 
of arbitrary power — and that they 
could easily be fris^htened, >)ecatise of 
their ignorance of the constitution 
under which they lived. The translat- 
ed paper above referred to Is not pre- 
served nor set forth. 

GmiB-SwIss la 
WMten P^ntylvaala. 

About this time or a little earlier, 

our Germans and Swiss found vj--x 
homes In "western Pennsylvania." In 
Vol. 4 Votes of Assembly p. 140 It is 
noticed that some Germans were then 
settled in western Pennsylvania and 
were getting into trouble among the 
Six Nations of that place. Thus we 
see that at this early date, the coun- 
try toward the east was filled up and 
the new comers were obliged to seek 
homes farther west. We remember 
that by 1730 the whole country east 
of the Susquehanna River was filled 
up, and the migration Into what is 
now York County began. We thna 
can trace the rate of growth and mi- 
gration westward, of these Oerman- 
Swiss ancestors. 

1740— Our (•ermans and King 

fieonre's War. 

This year, war having been de- 
clared against Spain by England 
which later (In 1744) included France 
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and became known as King Qeorg'sl 
War, tbe Qovernor of PemuylTanUtl 

ordered notice to be given to all per- ' 
sons In Peunsylvania, that they are. 
Invited to join Pennsylvania's expedi- 
tion against the SfMuitsh Weirt Indies; | 
and that the persons to receive their 
enlistment in Lancaster County, were j 
Dan Cookson, Andrew Galbraith. 
Thomas Edwards and Samuel Smith 
the late sheriff The notice further 
set forth that these gentlemen were 
not permitted to give out any per- 
son's name who would Join; hut to 
keep it secret. 

This notice was published in both 
German and English in the papers I 
and was designed to attract the- 
■'Dutch servants" of the Lancaster 
County people. See American Weekly 
Mercury date Apr. 17, 1740, in the 
Historical Society Library of Penn- 
sylvania at Philadelphia, where old 
newspapers are on file. 

The design of not giving out any- 
body's names was to prevent the own- 
ers of servants from making claim 
and from obtaining knowledge of 
where their servants were. 

The fact that German servants and 
free Germans were enlisting is shown 
by the names of some of them who 
deserted the army, who were from 
Lancaster County and also by the 
following article: 

"Notice is hereby given to all mas- 
ters of servants in the Counties of 
Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester and Lan- 
caster who may have in any manner 
PufTered by rht) late enlisting of serv- 
ants, that they immediately make 
known their several grievances to the 
constables of their respective town- 
ships, who have orders to transmit 
the same to Philadelphia, to the com- 
mittee of grievances appointed by the 
v.<^.sembly/' See Pa. Gazette. Aug. 14, 

1740. 

Though names cannot be ascer- 
tained yet there were a great many 
if our German-Swiss ancestors in the 



military operations between England. 
Spain and France, of these early 

days. We were loyal Englishmen then 
and fought for mother Britain against 
her European foes. But later we com- 
pelled her to acknowledge our Inde- 
pendence. 

1740 — A Lancaster County German 
Had a Genuine English Lord as 
a Servant* 

Lord Altham. whose name was 
Arthur Annesley, and who was mar. 
rled to the daughter of the Earl of 
Buckingham in 1715 had a son James 
by her the next year. Then he had a 
difference with his wife and separat- 
ed—soon afterwards, she died and the 
fath' r bpcarae intimate with a Miss 
Gergory. She expected to marry the 
lord, and did all she could to alienate 
the father's affection for his son. The 
son was placed in a Dublin school, 
and in a few years the fatlier died. 
Then his brother, uncle of James, to 
possess his brother's estate, enticed 
the boy on board a vpsrqI for America 
in 1728. He was landed at Philadel- 
phia a redemptiouer that fall, at the 
age of 13 years, sold as a redemption- 
er, and sorvcrl 12 years here in our 
county in rough farm labor. In 1740 
when he was about 25 years of age 
two Irishmen found him» working for 
an old German, in the eastern part of 
Lancaster County near the "40-mile" 
stone on the L«ancaster road. The two 
Irishmen found that they and the hoy 
were all from the same locality In 
Ireland and they agreed to go back 
with him and testify to his identity 
and prove his lordship: and did so. 
In England. James was tried for kill- 
ing a man. which he accidentally did 
soon after arriving, and his uncle 
tried to have htm convicted. But he 
was acquitted. The great estate was 
given to the hoy, but he did not live 
long, when his uncle again became 
entitled to it: but he also died soon 
after coming to It— a finished vllUan 
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and ftn Irish noblanan. (S«e Tol. 9 

Haz. Rec. 14:./) 

This is perhaps the ouly case in 
which a piain German Lancaster 
County tenner bad a member of the 
British nobility aa a farm hand; al- 
beit, many Americans have had scores 
of fool Brltlfllk nobtllty Bom-in-law 
since. 

174t-AB Bcke Fra fhe Fint Set- 



Amon^ the first settlers on Pequea 
in 1710, there was one named Martin 
Mylin. Thirty years later his son 
Uartin Mylln erected on the BCylin 
tract Jnst east of what is now Willow 
Street, a flno larsje stone house of 
imposing proportions. Rupp tells us., 
pp. 28$ and 287, that the bouse, com^j 
pared with the modest dwellings of| 
the times was so much a mansion 
that the settlement who were prac- 
tically all unassuming Mennonists, 
were greatly excited and felt It their 
duty to take him seriously to task 
for such violations of the principles 
of humntty which were fundamental 
In their faith. Theroforp. they called 
a meeting and protested against such 
ambitious bnildliig on the ground 
that It would seriously affmt the 
peace and harmony of the community 
and offend their central tenet of 
bumtllty. Brother Mylln. however, 
mollified the brethren; and with a 
sober and friendly admonition against 
further grandeur and display the mat- 
ter was dropped. The house was en- 
during and substantial as well as 
palatial and stood until a few years 
ago. 

i;iO— Laud Transactions of This 



This year Jos. Shlppen and wife 

pold by deed of Dorpmbor 6, 1740, a 
tract of 04 and 2-3 acres of land on 
the Couestoga Creek, and also a tract 
of 100 acres adjoining It by deed 
dated December 9, 1740. to Oswald 



Hostetter. (See Recorder's Office, 

Lancaster, Book A. pp. 25 & 29.) 
These deeds recite that, William Penn 
on September 27, 16S1, granted to 
Charles Jones, Sr., and Charles Jones, 
fr.. .soap boilers of Bristol, En inland, 
2000 acres of land in Pennsylvania to 
be surveyed. From the Joneses It 
passed Nov. 4, 1711, to Esther Ship- 
pen, wife of Edward Shlppen and 
from them to their grand-son Joseph 
Shfppen by will Angust 4, 1724. 
Michael Shank paid 85 'POnildS for 
hl.s 194 and 2-3 acres. 

It Is described as a tract on a 
branch of the Conestoga and extends 
130 perches or nearly half a mtle 
north and south and 123 perches or 
about three-eighth of a mile east and 
west The Hostetter tract lies by it. 

There was a conveyance this same 
year on November 22. for 192 acres 
of land in Sadsbury Township from 
James Mosgrove to Daniel ]fcCoii« 
nell. (Same book p. 27.) 

T cite this transaction on Conestoga 
Creek to show the state of German - 
Swiss settlement at this date. And I 
give the history of the transaction to 
show thp fact that the early land 
titles of this county run hack far be- 
yond the first deeds. In this case 60 
years elapsed before a deed was gtven 
and 16 years between the warrant 
and the deed. 

Penn made many sales of land in 
Pennsylvania In 1681 and 1682 which 
land was not taken up and settled 
until 1720-172.5 and later. 

1741— Ship Bccords For TUs Tear. 

During this year we find 9 ship 
loads of these German Swiss people. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names we find the following: 

2 Bernharts— 2 Kocks— 2 Millers— 2 
Myers— 2 Martins— 2 Welshes and 2 
Kieffers. 

We also find one each of the fol- 
lowing: 
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Arnold — Becker — Bitner — Bieg- ' 
ler — Berger — Frey — Hess — Hu- 
ber — Henry — Hertzog — Hoffman i 
— Keeper — Kemper — Kapp — | 
Rfese — Ruth — Kapp — - Smith — 
Snyder — Stout — Wagner and Wolfe. 

Tbe^e German Swiss people came 
In the ship "Fktinces ft Ann," Thomas 
Coatman master— "St. Mark," Thomas 
Wilson master — "Uvdia." James Allen 
master— "Marlborough." Thomas Bell, 
master— "St. Andrew." Chas. 8ted-| 
n. in master — ^"Friendship/' Alexander 
Thomas master — "Snow Molly." John 
Cranch master— "Snow Thane," Wil- 
liam Weems master and "Buropa," 
Lumnadalne, master. 

1741— CoBtiglsns Diseases on Ship 
Board, 

The question of contagious diseases 
among the Qerraan Swiss immigrants 

for some time had caused a great 
deal of excitement and trouble: but 
about 1740 and 1741 measures began 
to be ^passed to guarantee protection 
acrainst the spread of the diseases. 
The Government appointed Dr. 
Gtaeme to make a report and investi- 
gation on the condition and upon the 
nect^ssity of erertins a lazaretto or 
quarantine. What he did on the mat- 
ter will be found in Vol. i, Col. Rec, 
page 615. 

The German Swiss about this time 
began to feel that they were quitf 
disfavored in Pennsylvania; and in 
fact they had great reasons to feel 
that way: because every Legislature 
had .something to say aarainst them. 
They were looked upon suspiciously. 
This was partly because of them 
being aliens and partly because they 
began to take positions in political 
affairs in the Province. Af. least 
those who were naturalised. (See 
Rupp page 286 and Lyle's history 
page 126. A few years later they be- 
gan to be very zealous politicians. 

Now that these contagious diseases! 



were breaking out among them on 
ship, they were suspected of bringing 
over foreign fevers and foreign ail- 
ments. They themselves asked for 
quarantine. (4 Col. Rec. 507.) In 
sloops which had been landing it was 
reported that great fear seemed to be 
rising In Pennsylvania, because they 
were afraid of the spread of small 
pox and other sicknesses. (See 4 Col. 
Rec. pps. 496 and 498.) 
The province of Pennsylvania passed 
a law for the protection of them« 
selves as well as of the Province in 
general, from the diseases which were 
being founded. (See Tol. 4 C6L Rec. 
p. 475.) The (k>vemor was glad that 
the Assembly could agree to some- 
thing favorable to these people, and 
he expressed himself favorably to 
them. (See Vol. 4 Col. Rec p. 611.) 

These German Swiss people felt 
that these new troubles were very 
likely to cau.se more Intolerance to be 
exercised towards them, and there- 
fore, that began to seek toleration. 
Some of their troubles can be seen in 
Vol. 3 Votes of Assembly, p. 347. 

1741— Tremendous Snow Storm and 
Cold Winter in Lancaster. 

In the Penna. Gazette, under the 
date of April 9, 1741. we are given a 
picture of some of the suffering of 
these German Swiss in the Conestoga 

s» ttl.^nient, at that early date. 

Tile article is as follows: 

"We bear from Lancaster County, 
that during the ccmtlnuance of the 

Treat snow, which In general was 
more than three feet deep, great num- 
bers Of the back inhabitants suffered 
mudi for want of bread; that many 

families of the new settlers for some 
time had little else to subsist them 
but the carcasses of deer they found 
dead or dying In the swamps or runs 

about their houses. And although they 
had given all their grain to their cat- 
tle many horses and cows are dead. 
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and the greatest part of the gangs in 
the woods are dead, that the deer 
which could not struggle through the 
snow to the springs are believed to 
be all dead, and many oi those which 
did get Into the Savannahs are also 
dead, ten. twelve or fifteen being 
found in the compass of a few acres 
of land. The Indians fear the winter 
has been fatal to the deer, turkeys, 
etc., in thcsp northern parts — that 
they will be scarce for many years. 

We also hear, that a young woman 
in Derry Township attempting to get 
home about one mile, as soon as she 
oame within sight of her father's 
home turned out the horse which she 
had borrowed of her neighbor, as he 
directed her, but not being able to 
make her way through the snow, she 
threw off her clothes and attempted 
to return in the horse's footing, but 
after much struggle as appeared by 
her tracks froze to death." 

Therefore, we have here another 
evidence that our early ancestors had 
a very rugged existence in this new 
country. 

1742— Amish .Meiinonites Petition As- 
sembly. 

Hazard's Register (Vol. r>, page 21 > 
informs us that in 1742 a number of 
Germans stated to the General As- 
sembly tliat "^hey had emigrated 
from Europe by an invitation from 
the Proprietaries; they had been 
brought up, and were attached to the 
Amish Doctrines, and were conscien- 
tiously scrupulous against taking 
oaths — they therefore, cannot be nat- 
uralised agreesbly to the existing 
law." 

To remedy this a law was passed 
allowing them to be naturalized. 

These people followed the leader- 
ship of Jacob Aman. originally, sep- 
aratine themselves from the main 
Mennonite Church to which they had 
belonged. The factions were then 



known as the Reist and Amman 
branches of the church. They be- 
lieved in a more primitive form of 
worship and in "foot-washing" as the 
form of sacrament. This subject is 
discussed In these annals under date 
of 1623, page 138» ante. 

174ft-€taraMU and the EleetloB Biol 

of 1742. 

In the fall of 1742 there was a 
serious election riot, between what 
was known as the "country party** 
and the "city party" in Philadelphia. 
The city party secured a lot of toughs 
and dare-devil sailors to appear at 
the election snd with clubs and mis- 
siles terrorize the Quakers and Ger- 
mans as they came to vote. The city 
party asserted that the country i>arty 
in recent years imported Germans 
from Lancaster county and other 
places to help swell their Philadelphia 
vote, and alleged that many of such 
persons were present at this election. 
At any rate, an ucly fight ensued. The 
matter came before the Governor and 
ConncU and also before the Assembly. 

The petition of the c6untry party is 
found in Vol. 4, Col. Rec. 620. The 
proceedings in Assembly are found in 
Vol. 8, Votes of Anembly page 498 
and also pages 564 to 575. 

Some of the witnesses for the coun- 
try party were Hugh Roberts who 
said the mayor refused to quell the 
sailor rowdies and to call the con- 
stables together. John Dellyn also 
testified and said the mayor simply 
said the sailors "have as much right 
at the election as the 'Dutchmen' yon 
had to meet at Reese Meredith's last 
night." 

Thomas Lloyd said about 50 sailors 

led the fisht. Ho reported it to the 
city Recorder and that officer said he 
heard that 300 unnaturalized Dutch- 
men (Germans) had come down to the 
city armed with clubs and stated the 
sailors had as much right as those 
Dutchmen. 
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Job. Wbarton In his testimony iBtdj 

thpre wgs a riot llkp this two years 
before and that there are only 400 
natnrallzed Dutch In tbe oountr and- 
many more were at the poUs (p. 568). 
Another witness said t!)at one of the 
officers declared be would not stop 
the rioting sailors as they had as 
much right there "as the Dutch that 
you have broiiKht down to vote ' (do. 
56S). A witness said that every year 
they had tronble to dissuade the un-' 
naturalized Dutch from voting and 
arming themselves with clubs. John 
Rynell (p. 571) testified that the Re-, 
corder when aslced to restore order | 
said "the sailors have as much right 
at the election as the unnaturalized . 
Palatines many of whom have come • 
down to the city to vote." A witness ' 
(S.imuel Marls) said Captain Mitchell 
was drinking with the sailors and 
when spoken to, that he said it wasj 
agreed that these sailors and others! 
should be there too. with clubs as the 
country party intended to have a lot 
of unnaturaliied Dutch on hand to I 
vote. Another witness Jo Hitchcock 
said he heard a gans of rough sailors' 
going from the wharf to the Court | 
House with sticks and • asked them j 
where they were goinc: and they said 
"to knock down the broail brims." (p. 
573). John Mitchell said be heard 
sailors say "Damm it. let us go. down 
and knock those Dutch s— s of b— s 
off the steps." (p. 578). Another wit- 
ness heard the city party call the 
country party "Broad-brims and 
Dutr h dogs." Another witness siid ' 
the City Recorder said "There are 
only 400 naturalized Dutch in the 
county and yon have over 1000 of' 
them here" (p. 586). 

The Assembly havins; heard all this 
testimony decilcd to draw up a 
"humble petition' to tbe Governor 
setting forth that a pre-meditated de- 
sign of disturbing the public peace of 
the province and terrorising Sections i 



had been formed and that the magis- 
trates did not try to suppress it and 
that the origin of tbe plot must be 
found and all concerned In It must be 
punished. (Do. p. 501). 

This wil! suffice to show us that the 
early Germans here were subjects 
upon which politicians could draw to 
further their ends and also that many 
of those Germans and Swiss were 
zealously interested in the political 
affairs and In the Government of the 
Province; and I fear It is true that 
some of the unnaturalized (who did 
not have the right to vote) could be 
induced and frequ«itly were Induced 
to vote. We shall see that this was 
so, not only in Philadelphia, but in 
tiancaster County also. T do not 
know whether any of the r.t rmans or 
Swiss engaged in the Philadelphia 
riot were from Lancaster County or 
not The statement that they were 
"brought down" to vote may mean 
were broucht down from Gerniantown 
10 Pbiladelpbia proper. Some may 
have come from other counties. But 
the chief grievance was that they tried 
to vote and did vote though unnat- 
uralized. 

The riot at any rate did not suc- 
ceed In defeating the German and 
Quaker vote, because a large Quaker 
assembly was elected helped by tbe 
votes of their German friends. The 
action of the new assembly in resolv- 
ing to punish tbe rioters, studiously 
avoids any reference to Qermaus vot- 
ing Illegally. This Is ignored as If 
there Is nothing in it. 

1742 — CtermaU'Swiss Ancesteif Be* 
Assure the (V>vemment. 

Our unpoptjlar (Jerman-Swiss local 
ancestors were now being continually 
accused of lack of love for the Gov- 
ernment in Pennsylvania. But In 
every Instance they proved that they 
were wrongly suspected. Excitement 
ran high against them. To allay the 
feeling and prejudice they held a 
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rrifpting and made a representation | 
to the Governor and assembly in 1741 
In part in the following words: 

"Who th«y are that look with jeal- 
ous eyes at. the Germans, but the 
Governor has not been pleased to in- ; 
form us, nor do we know. Nothing 
<rf tbe kind can be Juatty attributed to 
us, or any preceding Assembly, to our 
knowledge. The Legislature of this 
province has generally, on applica- 
tion made to tbem, admitted the Ger- 
mans to partake of the privileges 
enjoyed by the King's natural sub- 
jects; and as we look uixin them to 
be a laborious, industrious people, 
we shall cheerfully perform what can 
he expected from us for their benefit, 
and for those who may hereafter ar- 
rive.'* 

To allay unfounded prejudices, the} 
Mennonites gave a decided proof 
thereof in 1742, in convoking a church 
council, conalatlng of elders, preach- 
ers and the bishop, and meeting at 
the house of Martin Meylin, in Lam- 
peter Township. 

Martin Meylin. grandfather of Mar- 
tin Meylin. Jacob Meylin. John Mey- 
lin and Abraham Meylin. a'l at pres- 
ent residing in West Lampeter town- 
ship, built what was then called a 
palace, of sandstont". It was. in 1712 
one of the most stately nuinsiuns in 
the country; and as the Mennonites! 
were a plain people, and Martin Mey- 
lin an active member, the house was 
not only considered too palace-like, 
but the appearance of it might, as 
they reasoned, strengthen their ene- 
mies in itrcjiKH'inir the Government 
against them — they had been virtually 
charged with disloyalty — ^"determined 
not to obey the lawful authority of 
government— thnt they were dlsi)08ed 
to organize a government of their 
own." j 

The bishop, Hans Tschantz. with 

his elders and assistance, having re-i 
paired to the humble log cottage hardj 



by the "stately mansion" and orzim- 
ized the meeting, himself presiding 
over the deliberations of the assem- 
bled. Martin was first questioned, 
upon conscience, to oi)en!y d^'i re 
what his intentions were in erecting 
so large, so gorgeous a dwellings 
reminding him of the rumor some 
twelve or thirteen years ago: and 
lately, of the prejudices excited 
against the Germans. He stated, ho 
consulted only his comfort, and that 
he had no sinister views. Next he 
was reminded that, in iheir view, the 
house was rather too showy for a 
.Mennonite. The question wa8,wheth- 
er he deserved severe censure, if not 
suspension from church privileges, 
for tilts oversight. After some con- 
cessions. and mutual forbearance, by 
the parties, it was resolved th:u Mar- 
tin be kindly reprimanded; to which 
he submitted— thus the matter ended, 
and all parted as brethren. (Rupp 
286 and 7.) 

We cannot tell at this date whether 
the meetlmr was held for the purpose 
of re-assuring the Government that 
they were a humble people anl not 
ambitious for political power; or 
whether It was held for the purpose 
of cautioning brother Mylin that he 
was in danger of violating the rules 
of the church. 

1742 The Case of Jealousy Airainst 

the German Swiss (Continned). 

Governor Thomas in his address to 
the Assembly, concerning the suspic- 
ions that the German Swiss settlers 
had inspired among the early political 
powers of Pennsylvania, says, in Vol. 
4 Col. Rec, pages 607 and 50S, "Sev- 
eral of the most substantial Germans, 
now inhabitants of this province, have 
joined In a petition to me. setting 
forth in substance, that for want of 
a convenient house for the reception 
of such of their countrymen as, on 
their arrival here, laboured under 
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diseases contracted in a long voyage 
tbey were obliged to continue on 
board the ships which brought them, 
where they could not get either at- 
tendance or coDTeniences suitable to 
their condition from whence many 
have lost their lives: and praying 
that I would recommend to die As- 
sembly the erecting of a proper build- 
ing at the ptiblic expense, not only to 
accommodate such as shall arrive 
hereafter under the same circum- 
stances, but to prevent the future 
importation of diseases into this City, 
which has more than once felt the 
fatal effects of than. 

The numbers of people which I ob- 
served came Into this province from 
Ireland and Germany, pointed out to 
me the necessity of an hospital or 
pest-house, soon after my arrival 
here; and in 1738 I recommended it 
to the Assembly of that year, who 
seemed so far from disapproving it 
that they gave me hopes ta building 
one so soon as the circumstances of 
the province should admit I very 
heartily wish for the sake of sndi 
fUnilies. inhabitants of this City, as 
suffered in the lafe mortality by the 
loss of some who were their chief 
support, and will therefore feel it for 
years to come, and on account of the 
Irish and German strangers, that it 
had indeed been done so soon as the 
circumstances of the province did ad- 
mit of it But as it can profit nothing 
to bewail evils past, I hope yoti will 
now make the proper use uf them by 
doing all In your power to prevent the 
like fbr the time to come. 

T am not insensible that some look 
with Jealous eyes upon the yearly 
concourse of Oermans to this prov- 
ince, but the Parliament of Great 
Britain see it in a dlfferrnt li^ht, and 
have therefore given great encourage- 
ment hy the late act to all sudi for- 
eign Protestants as shall settle in his 
majes^'s dominions; and indeed every 



man who well considers this matter 
must allow that every Industrious 
labourer from Europe is a real addi- 
tion to the wealth of this province, 
and that the labour of eveiy foreign- 
er in particular is almost so much 
clear gain to our Mother country." 

In this we see very plainly that 
while some of the English inhabttanta 
settled here and holding offices were 
Jealous of the growing power of the 
German Swiss people, that the Gov- 
ernor of the proyiucL- was favorable 
to them. More than that it is evi- 
dent, from what he says, that the Par- 
liament of Great Britain had great 
faith in them, as a proper people to 
develop the resources of this prov- 
ince. The Assembly in their answer 
to the Governor, state, that a great 
many of these Germans and Irish aro 
afflicted with the contagious diseases, 
that that is a cause to make us more 
cautious, and that it makes a quaran- 
tine building a great necessity. 

In the last pargraph. the Assembly 
also tried to make it appear that they 
are also favorable to the Germans, for 
as we said In the former item, that 
the Governor did not tell tlu-m who 
the people are that are jealous of 
them: and further, that they, the As- 
sembly, look favorably upon them. 

This will suffice to show, that while 
at present the line of iealous powers 
of the two nationalities In this coun- 
ty and in southoastorn Pennsylvania, 
has died out, that in early times there 
was great danger of friction. We shall 
trace up this growing power of the 
German Swiss people In southeastern 
Pennsylvania as these articles pro- 

These proceedings may also be 
found in Vol. 2. Votes of Assembly, 
pages 48-49 etseq. 

I74g — The Oovernor and Assembly 
Divide On the (niermun Que.stiun. 
The feeling against the German 

Swiss coming Into Pennsylvania grew 



Digitized by Google 



280 



QUARANTINE FOR SICK GERMAN-SWISS. 



Stronger in the Oovernment of the 

province about this time. Taming to 
Vol. 4, Col. Rec. pages 526-27, we 
find, that a committee of Assembly 
really made chargea agalnat the Oov- 
crnor and the Council. 

The Assembly ask the Governor 
why, if he has full power to employ 
a Doctor to examine the condition of 
the sickly i>alatine8 that arrive — why 
be asks help of them. They charge 
that the governor Is not vigilant 
enough concerning these people in 
restraining the shii)s from landing 
for they will spread' unhealthy dis^ 
eases over tiie City. 

The Assembly also discharged the 
quarantine doctor, bo that the Gov- 
ernor had no physician to examine 
these passengers. The Ctovemor 
<:omplained that without examining 
these passonsicrs and proving them 
^dangerous, he would admit them. The 
Oovemor also observes, that the As- 
sembly try to accuse him of arbitrary 
power: but he states, that the law 
gives him the authority to examine 
these vessels and he has the right to 
employ physicians to sof whotherany 
disease is found in Lhcm or not. He 
complains that they refused to pay 
the doctor he employed. 

Further on, the Governor proceed.s 
to consider what he calls the facts 
and says on page 529. that doctors 
appointed to examine these Germans 
acted diligently and that in 1738 there 
was a Palatine vessel with sick pas- 
sengers arrived and the Assembly 
spread the fear that dangerous epi- 
demic diseases were being brought 
but the doctor found nothing more 
than a common ship distemper among 
tht-m. Afterwards it turned out that 
they had a vpr>' malignant disease. 

The Governor here says that he 
acted as diligently as was needed and 
the Assembly publicly thanked him 
for thf care ho took. In this mannor. 
the contention kept on during several 
years. The same subject may be' 



I found in Vol. 3, Votes of Assembly 

I 451-2-2; also the same Volume, pages 
472-500 and 501 and other places in 
V^ol. 4 Col. Records. 

1748 — Further Ifaturaliiation of l<^r- 
■u ttd Swiit. 

One -of the results of landing a for- 
eigner, was that such person still in 
F^crmsylvania, could not will their 
iand to their heirs, the same as nat- 
ural bom subjects could. For this 
and for other purposes, it was made 
necessary to naturalize them and 
this subject came up again in 1743. 
(See Vol. 4 Ck>l. Rec, page 027.) 

The proceedings to have the law 
passed also appear in ?> Votes of As- 
sembly, page 505. A law was passed 
also enabling these people to devise 
their real estate to make wills, etc. 
(See 3 Votes Of Assembly, page 514- 

15.) 

i;4^Law Passed to Establish Uos* 
pitalg for CtonMB asi Sirlit 



This same year a law was passed 

to establish hospitals for the sick im- 
migrants. It is found in Vol. 4 Stat- 
utes at Large, page 382, the law 
states that as tiiere had been a law 
before not allowing vessels with sick- 
ly immigrants to come nearer than 
one mile of any town or port, with- 
out a bill of health ; but that no place 
was provirled for the sick passengers 
that were on these vessels, and there- 
fore, they started to land them se- 
cretly and they got into Phlladelpbla 
and spread diseases. 

Therefore, Fisher's Island in the 
Delaware River was to be henceforth 
called Province Island, containing 
340 acres, with buildings erected, and 
that this island together with the 
buildings should be under trustees to 
be used as a quarantine or hospital 
for these sick people. The buildlngp 
should be put on it for these par- 
poses and that the bnlldtngs and 
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fences and other improvements on It 
shall always be kept In reimir; and 

that the Governor or two Justices of 
the Pfncc shall have the right to or- 
der and direct all persons brought 
Into this province, wlio have infeo- 
tuoiis diseases to go to that islniul 
and remain there until the physician 
says that they are free of diaeaae. 
Their nursing and maintenance mast 
be paid by the master of the vessel, 
that the sick people were brought in 
and the expenses of the master was 
put to, must be repaid out of the 
goods and property of the passengers, 
if they had any. 

And for this purpose, the Justice 
ot the Peace teve the right to send 
for the master of the vessels and 
oblige them to give a l>ond that they 
will find proper food and nursing for 
the sick people, before they could 
land them. The law further pro- 
vides, that a book must be kept in 
which the persons' names are en- 
tered, as sick persons. It Is also pro- 
vided that after the persons have re- 
covered, they could hp discharged 
only under the seal and certificate of 
two Justices. 

It la further provided that no inn 
keeper or other inhabitants shall re- 
ceive in their house, any of these 
persons who are known to be afflict- 
ed with any of these contagious dis- 
eases, until after discharged. A flne 
of ten pounds is provided for such 
persons. 

Thertf<ffe, we can readily see that 
there were many difficulties to be en- 
countered. 

174^. — An Unusual Naturaiiiatlon of 
Germans. 

We have heretofore seen, that the 
Germans and Swiss in Pennsylvania, 
were naturalized by virtue of acts 
passed by the Assembly and the Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvaala, but finally. 
Great Britain herself passed an Act 
of Parliament to naturalize our Ger- 



mans in Pennsylvania and In other 
parts of America. The complete act 

is found in a pamphlet known as the 
Ct-ntral Magazine and Historical 
1 Chronicle, a monthly periodical, pub- 
lished by Benjamin Franklin about 

1740. 

I The January number of 1741, con- 
tains this Act of Parliament. This 
shows another event of Benjamtai 
Franklin's activity. The pamphlet 
may lio foimd in the Philadelphia His- 
torical numbered Api. 228. 

In conformity with that act of Par- 
liament, the Pennsylvania Gazette re- 
ports, under the date of April 14, 
1743, that ' at the Supreme Court held 
here (Philadelphia) on Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday last. ?,0i Germans 
Protostants were naturalized l)y vir- 
tue oi a late act of Parliament, hav- 
ing resided In this province upwards 
of soven years." It would be Intor- 
estiuK to know the names of these 
Germans who were naturalized; but 
there seems to be no list In exist- 
ence. There is no record iu the 
Statutes at Large of such naturaliza- 
tion about this date. But there is, 
however. In the Statutes at Large* 
Vol. 4. page 391, an act passed In 
F'ebruary 1743, allowing Protestants 
settled in Pennsylvania, not Quakers, 
to be naturalised on an afflrmatlon 
Ins^ad of oath. And the Introduction 
jf the act recites, that there was an 
act of Parliament passed, in the 13th 
year of King George II, which is 
likely. The one above referred to, 
for naturalizing Protestant.s. states 
that after June first, 1740, all persons 
who have resided for seven years or 
more in American colonies, and shall 
not have been absent more than two 
months at a time, and should take an 
oath and repeat the declaration of al. 
legiance and subscribe and set forth 
their Christian l)plipf before the 
Judges, shall be adjudged to be the 
same as his Majesty's natural born 
subjects. 



Digitized by Google 



283 



GERMAN NEWSPAPER— ENABLING ACTS. 



This Act coos on to say, that any 
foreigners who were not Quakers; but 
who conscientiously ' refused to take 
an oath, desired to be naturalized, 
a^id therefort', this Act allows them 
to be naturalized on an affirmation 
instead of an oath, if they have lived 
here seven years. But It further pro- 
vides, that after the affirmation is ad- 
ministered, and entered in the Secre- 
tary's Office, the names of these per- 
sons naturalised roust be transmitted 
to the Conimlssionprs for trade and 
plantations in England yearly, in the 
same manner as the Act of Parlia- 
ment Is directed. 

174t^A Ctonun FMper Begaa PnW- 



In the Pennsylvania Gazette, on the 
June 2, there is a notice as follows: 
• WHEREAS, the Subscriber has be- 
gun to puhlisli a weekly newspaper 
In the German language for the car- 
rying out of which he has received 
good encouragement from his conn- 
try men. the Germans, in all parts of 
the province. So If all merchants who 
want ads inserted, send them to the 
suhscrlber or David Doshler, they 
will be faithfully translated and in- 
serted. 

Signed. 

J. CRELLIUS." 

This was no doubt a Philadelphia 
publication; but at any rate. It Is 

pretty early and deserves mention, as 
one of the marks of German enter- 
prise in an English Colonial history. 

1743.— (jernian Quarantine Atraln. 

In Vol. 4 Statutes at l>arge. (3Si:) 
the final steps, as to the German 
Quarantine building is taken. This is 
in the shape of an Act of Assembly to 
secure the title of Province Island 
and the buildings thereon, for a hos- 
pital for the sick passengers, to pre* 
vent the spread of contagious dis- 
eases. 



As it was said before, this Island 
is situate "on the southerly side of 
the month of the Schuylkill River In 
the County of Philadelphia, adjoining 
on Delaware river, before known as 
Fisher's Island; but afterwards known 
as Province Island. Containing 348 
acres of land and buildings." etc. Full 
provisions are made in the Statutes 
at Liarge. for the maintenance and 
regulations of the hospital. The act 
was passed February 3. 1743. 

llU^Xti to EMble Ctonuuu To 
Mike Wills uii Ghre Lesades. 

We have seen before that these 

Germans and Swiss, until they were 
naturalized, could not make wills, de- 
vising their lands to their descend- 
snts. Further It was (not apparently 
until 1743) lawful for any person to 
whom a leuacy in money or a:oods 
was given lo sue and prosecute an 
action to recover the legacy In Court. 
Therefore, particularly to assist the 
Germans and Swiss, an act was 
passed, to enable them to get prop, 
erty by will, and to accept It 

174t.r-Cmk Over CoiiletiBs LnA 
Grants. 

In Vol. 4, Col. Rec. page 648, wo 
have another picture of the trouble 

our <H'rman Swiss had to encounter, 
concerning their lands along the Sus- 
quehanna River. This time the In> 
dians were mixed in the difficulty* 
and one of the chiefs of the five na- 
tions, made a speech to the Governor 
of Pennsylvania, and said that "the 
Dutchmen settled on southeastern 
Pennsylvania lands, claimed the right 
to the laud simply because he gave a 
little victuals to the warriors of the 
Indian tribe, who were very often in 
need of it. The Indian then went on 
in his speech and said, this string of 
wampum serves to take the Dntch> 
men by the arm and throw them over 
tl)e big mountains beyond the bor* 
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ders. The Indian chief also said, tbat 
they had given these valleys over to 
their cousins the Delaware Indians 
and to their brothers the Shawanese, 
and reserved some rights there to 
live iliemselves. Therefore, he re- 
peated that the Indians will demand 
the Govemor of Penntylvaiila to re- 
move immediately by force, all of ; 
those Dutchmen that are living on I 
their lands. It appears, however,! 
that this concerns lands further up 
the Susquehanna River, in thenelsh- 
borhood of the Juniata River. 

However as it is the same question 
of the Germans looking for further 
settlement, and comin? in contact 
with the native tribes, this item has 
a place in this article. 

This orator then goes .on to say 
that he now lives on the River Ohio, 
harmless as a child. He ronld do 
nothing and is weak a-ud does not in- 
tend any mischief: but that he looks 
for the Governor to have charge of 
this. He. therefore, went on to say, 
that the place where he lived, is over 
shadowed by a great cloud, that he 
looked with pitiful eye on the poor 
women and children, and then looked 
on the ground all along for sorrow; 
because of these poor women and 
children. 

He states further, that the people 
were given to lies and raise false 
stories, and they asked the Governor 
to stop up their mouths, as he could 
do it with one word. 

17lt~SMp Bectrds of 174t. 

During this year we find eight ship 

loads of thcsp Hrrman Swiss people. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names, we Und the following: 

3 Benflers — 3 Bakers — 2 Good- 
mans — 2 Gilberts — 2 Harts — 4 
Kanffinans — 2 Hermans — 2 Krafts 

— I Klfcius — 4 Kellars — 4 Myers — 
13 Millers — 2 Snyders — 4 Smiths 

— 2 Stamms — 4 Swarts — 2 Shaubs 



— 2 Wagners — 2 Webers — 2 Hol- 
lars — 2 Youngs. 

We also find one each of the follow- 
ing: 

Albrifrht — Appel — Bumgarduer — 
Beyer — Brunner — Burkhart — Cas- 
par — Eckert — Eberhart — Fisher 
~ Prey — Good — Garber — Huber 

— Hellar — Kuhn — Koch — Krei- 
der — Leinbach — Lehman — Lan- 
dis — Neffs — Root — ShertB — 
Soutter — Shoemaker — Walters — 
Wolf — Wise and Zimmerman. 

These German Swiss people came 
in the ship "FYnacis and Bllsabeth.** 
George North master — "Snow Char- 
lotte," John .Mason master — "Lydia," 
James Abercrombie master — "Rosan- 
na." James Reason master — "Phoe- 
nix." William Wilson master — "Rob- 
ert and Alice. ' Martley Cusack mas- 
ter — "St Andrews," Robert Brown 
master — and "Snow Endeavor," 
Thomas Andrews master. 

1744--LgBcagt«r aai Its Oemrn 
This Tenr. 

Lancaster was an English town — it 
was founded by the English. It be- 
gan to be built about 1728. according 
to Wltham Marsh (Marsh's Diary), 
there was a sprinkling of German 
Swiss in the town, from its begin- 
I ning: but they resided most numer- 
jously in the rural sections. An old 
[ geography of 1816 calls this. Lancas- 
i ter the "biggest Inland town in 
United States." which it was at that 
time (Jedidlah Morse's D. D. geogra- 
phy, published by Thomas and An- 
drews. Boston, in 1816. p. 171). The 
County of Lancaster at this date, was 
given a population of r>8,927. Rut tO 
come back to German Swiss element, 
in the little Lancaster town, which in 
1744, the date of which we are now 
writing was 16 years old. William 
Marsh in his diary says, "the town 
was begun about 16 years earlier and 
has one main street." He says the 
'inhabitantB are high Dutch, Scotch 
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Irish and English, and some unbe- 
lieving Israelites, who dwell very 
considerably in this place.** Marali 
proceeds to say, "that the spirit of 
cleanliness, has not yet. in the least 
troubled the major part of the peo- 
ple; for they are in general very 
great s.-.s and slovens. When they 
clean their houses, which is very sel- 
dom, they are not willing to remove 
the filth away ftrom themselves, for 
they place it near to their doors, 
which in the summer time breeds 
quantities of bugs, fleas and vermin." 

We believe that Marsh was very 
nmch prejiidiced and was telling 
falsehoods in malting these state- 
ments. The German Swiss who lived 
here were industrious and were also 
scrnptilously clean, as to the scrub- 
bing brush and broom and mop. 
which were almost constantly In 
their hands. 

The loaditis; flerman churchmen, 
who lived here, according to Marsh, 
at this time, were the sect of Luth- 
erans. He also says the Dutch church 
was flourishing here, which is to be 
understood to be the German Re-| 
formed. Evidently in his opinion, the | 
Lutherans were much more prosper- 
ous in their rt'Ueions advancement, 
than the Geruiau Ketormed people, i 

The houses of which he called this 
Dutch town, he says are mostly built 
with and covered with wood, except a 
few are stone and brick. He also 
tells us that be was stopping at War- 
rail's Hotel, whirh was the ancient 
Cross Keys, and when he went to bed 
he was "attaclied by legions of Dutch 
fleas and buKs which were ready to 
devour hoth himself and the minister 
that he was sleeping with." 

He also gives us the description of 
a dance held in the Court House, dur- 
ing which the fJovernor of Pennsyl- 
vania got too much wine and got very 
merry. He says "during the merri- 
ment two Germans happened to psss 
by the Court House with harp and 



fiddle and played for some time un- 
der the window." Then he says, "the 
Governor ordered them to come In 
and amuse us. which they did: but 
not with the harmony of their music, 
for it was very uncouth and displeas- 
ing: that they played a tune of some 
sort to some young Indian who 
ianced a Ji? with Andrew Hamilton." 
I He says that the Dutch girls (which 
I he would call females, not ladles) 
lanced wilder than the Indians, that 
he dancers in the party consisted of 
Germans, Scotch Irish and some 
Jewesses, and that the Jewesses were 
'h<^ best dancers. Finally he saj's. 
that after the Indian treaty, which he 
was attending was ended, he and his 
people mounted their horses and 
went away from this fllthy Dutch 
town, to a very kind landlord at Not- 
tingham, by the Gap road. (See Lan- 
caster County Indians P. 346.) 

We believe that this man Marsh, 
an Englishman from Maryland, was 
entirely unfair to the German Swiss 
people living in this town; and it is 
likely this feeling arose from the fact 
that .Maryland and Pennsylvania, had 
for a dosen years prior to Marsh's 
visit, been in grevlous dispute, about 
the boundary line, and the German 
Swiss people living on the western 
side of the Susquehanna, as we have 
.shown earlier in these items, were 
the bone of contention between the 
two provinces, Maryland, in a very 
greedy fashion, claimed the Susque- 
hanna River her northern boundary. 

1744— Our Clerman-Swiss Are Tlettat 
•f fri vateo t g . 

In the Pa. Gazette of December 2'. 
1744, the following item ai)pears: 
"That Friday last arrived at Phila- 
delphia. Captain Duraell. fktmi Hol- 
land, but the last from Poole, with 
Palatines after a passage of thirteen 
weeks. Admiral Davis, with the 
squadron for the West Indies wsa at 
Spit Head when he sailed, and was to 
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sail in a few days. In his passage, 
twelve leagues to the west of Sicilly, 
he was cluiBed by a Ftendi PrlTate«r. 
designed for Philadelphia with Pala- 
tines, as he sailed from Cowes, the 
day before he left Poole. But his 
vessel getng very well, he got elear of 
the Privateer." This article is not 
very clearly stated in the Gazette, 
nevertheless serves to show us, that 
the Palatines, that is oar German- 
Swiss ancestors, had a great deal to 
contend with besides the rough 
storms at sea, which frequently 
lengthened fhetr voyage from 10 or 
11 weeks to 17 and 18 weeks and per- 
haps 20 weeks. We are here given 
one of these difficulties, namely: 
**belng chased by privateers." The 
privateers evidently found profit in 
robbing these poor people of what lit- 
tle substance they had. 

1744— (Onrnd Weiser. 

The most iulluential German, out- 
side of those who lived at German- 
town during the first half of the 

eighteenth century in Pennsylvania, 
was Conrad VVelser. His labors ex- 
tend over a long series of years, until 
he died in 1760. He was the leading 
spirit in all of the treaties held with 
the Indians of Pennsylvania, and at 
the great treaty in 1744. He was the 
chief interpreter and was Implicitly 
relied upon, by the Indians, in all 
matters. He made a Journey to Sha- 
moktn at the instance of the Province 
of Pennsylvania, in 1744 (See 4 Col. 
Rec. to investigate the murder 

of James Armstrong by the Indians. 
Among Ms many activities, f^mj 
about the year 1730. was his leading j 
of the Indians to Philadelphia — his 
interpreting at Philadelphia — his en- > 
tertaining the Governors at his bouse , 
— his conferences with the Indians of ■ 
Ohio — his dealing with the C> nations 
— his work in the Cumberland Dis- 
tricts — his Interest In missionaries 
for the Indiana— his conferences with 



Governor Clinton — his labors among 
the Mohawks — bis opinions and activ- 
ities in the Conneetieut dispute— his 
services at the Albany treaty — his 
purchase of provisions for the In- 
dians—his history of the Owandot 
Indians— his controversy with Sowers 
concernincr some newspaiier notoriety 
— his efforts to discourage scalping, 
and bis trading business. All of 
these activities are found In Vol. 3 
onward, of the Col. Rec. 

In the first to the fourth series of 
the Pa. Archives are found a large 
number of his letters, his Journals, 
accounts of his dealing: in wampum, 
accounts of the transactions with the 
Indians, in buying and selling horses 
and dealing In their goods, etc. all 
of which are Illuminating and show 
the wide range of activities of this 
man. 

1744-SU» Beeordt for This T««r. 

During this year we find 5 ship 

loads of these German-Swiss people. 
We find a total of 1080 people. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names, we find the following: 

2 Bergers — 2 Benders — 2 Entries— 2 
Groffs — 2 Harts — 5 Klines — 3 Kings 
—8 Myers— 7 MUlers— 2 Michaels— 2 
Moores — 4 Snyders — 8 Smiths — 3 
SchaefTers— 4 Wagners— 6 Weber* — 2 
Wises and 4 Youngs. 

We also find one each of the fol- 
lowing: 

Albrirht — Baker — Baer — Brown 

— Bernhart — Bauman — Doebler — 
Herman — Hartman — Huber — 
Kauts — Kurtz — Long — Lobach — 
Lintner — Metzler — Morgan — 
Mosser — Mussleman — Roth — 
Relth — Stein — Thomas — Werner 

— Witmer and Steinmetz. 

These German-Swiss people camr 
over in the ship "Aurora," Robert 
Pickeman master— ''Phoenix,** Wil. 
Ham Wilson master — "Friendship," 

.Tohii Mason master — "Carteret." 

Stevenson master — and "Musclifle 
Galley.** George Durell master. 



Digitized by Google 



286 



GBRBUN-8WI6S ACTIVITIES. 



1744 — Indians at Lancaster Bark 
Trees for tlx* l«erman8. 

One of the results, incidentally hap- 
pentnK, In connection with the Indian 

treaty of 1744 at Lancaster, was the 
depredation by Indians, upon the prop- 
erty of citizens. Among tlxose injured 
was John Muaser near Uincaster. July 
3l8t, of this year, he made a com- 
plaint to the Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania, that at the late Indian treaty 
he had considerable troable and loss, 
by the Indians brealcing several of his 
walnut trees, which they wanted to 
"bark" their cabins, and that he was 
told not to differ or interfere with 
them aboMt It, but to hand In his bill 
to the Assembly, and that he now 
does 80, and claims six pounds dam- 
age. August 2nd, the Assembly al- 
lowed him Ave pounds. (See 3 Votes 
of Assembly 555 & 6.) 

Oar German-Swiss ancestors also 
suffered by reason of the traders and 
others carrying rum to the Indians 
and then cheating them when drunk. 
When they became sober, these In- 
dians were inclined to be savage and 
threatening to the peaceful Germans 
among them, even though they were 
Innocent. (Da p. 549.) 

1744— PMdse for LucMter Couty 
CtcnuM AgrlealtaN. 

A traveller in Lancaster County 
states "We have been accustomed to 

hear the population of Pennsylvania, 
sneered at and continued as vulgar 
and ignorant; and our Oermans 

branded as animals. But by their 
fruits ye shall Irnow them. Thus 
tested, they are not surpassed by any 
population in any country. They are 
Intellipont and honest; they under- 
stand perfectly the business that be- 
longs to them — they do all that they 
have to do In the beat manner and 
with best results. There Is no a?ri 
culture in the United States lllce that 
of the Germans of Pennsylvania- 



there is none superior anywhere. I 
have known farms on which other 

occupiers have starved and have been 
Anally ejected by the Sheriff, and then 
they were succeeded by Germans, 
who, in a few years, covered the bar- 
ren fields with rich crops and became 
prosperous and wealthy." (6 Has. Reg. 
69.) 

1744— C^rmans Oppose War With 



This year Ehicrland declared war 

against France and the colonies in 
America became involved too. Our 
Germans were having a great deal of 
trouble with their servants, running 
away to war, whose time these own- 
ers had paid in advance from three to 
seven years. As many persons came 
to Pennsylvania not having money to 
pay the expense of their passage, our 
German farmers constantly bought 
these persons who were sold for a 
term of years to pay those expenses. 
Thus when war was declared and 
these servants found they could ob- 
tain ready cash for their services In 
the army, they Joined the ranks. A 
q:reat storm of opposition to the ef- 
fect of war on the servant question 
arose in Lancaster Conn^ and 
throughout the Province. The trou- 
ble had existed some years, and John 
Wright, Judge of our Courts, was 
dismissed by Governor Thomas, be- 
cause of his opposition to the War 
Governor In 1741. Then later came 
this new trouble. (Pa. Gazette June 
14. 1744, etc) 

1744-^ttoiipt to B«n tka Home af 
Gomi Waiiir By His Baeales. 

In the Penna. Gasette of December 

6, 1744, the following appears: "By 
order of the Governor — WHEREAS 
some evil minded person or persona, 
did in the night between the 15th and 
16th. inst.. attempt to burn the dwell- 
ing house of Conrad Weiser in Tulpy- 
hockcn in the County of Lancaster, 
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by means of a large bundle of straw, 
which was pnrpoMly laid and set on 
fire, upon the roof of a low buildiug 
joining the house, and at the same 
time fastened the door of the house, 
on the outside, with the latent to con- 
fine the family so that they nilsht be 
unable to help themselves and perish 
in the flames. But the same was hap- 
pily prevented, through some of the 
family belns? awakened from the 
flames and great quantities of smoke 
from the straw, and the shingles 
beating on the roof, into the room 
where they lay, and alarminK the rest 
of the family. Then with difficulty 
they hroke open the door, which had 
been fastened hy a strong rope, and 
they extlneulf?hed the fire. (This at- 
tempt did not succeed; but a few 
years later this house was burned to 
the ground, as we shall note.) 

And whereas, one Adam Haines, a 
rile, profligate young man, in the 
neighborhood of the said Welser, 'hav- 
fnir rommltted a crime, which coming 
to the cognizance of the said Welser, 
he as the next Magistrate, was by the 
duty of his office, obliged to Und him 
ovpr to the Court of Quarter Sessions 
Of Lancaster County. And refusing to 
accept a bribe of the said Haines, 
which he solicited him very much to 
take to suppress and keep back the 
recognizance, and for that and other 
reasons, the said Welser having good 
reasons to suspect Haines and other 
of his accomplices, supposed to ho of 
the same family, to have been guilty 
of that villanous attempt to destroy 
him and his family, he caused the 
said Haines to bo ai)i)rphpnded by the 
Constable: but Haines made his 
escape and fled from the Constable I 
and now absconds. 

These are therefore, to sivp notice 
that if any person or persons wilt ^ 
discover and find out, the said Haines, { 
so that he may be retaken and com- 
mitted to some of the common jails i 
of this Province, in order to undergo 1 



I a legal prosecution, in the premises, 
I all such persons who shall cause the 

said .\dam Haines tO be apprehended 
and secured, shall be handsomely re- 
warded. And by his Honor, the Gov- 
ernor, special command is hereby 
?iven. that if any one of the acrom- 
i)lices in the said crime shall give to 
the Secretary of this proviuco, the 
names of the rest, so they may be per- 

scented, and brought to eondijm imn- 
ishment for the same, he shall secure 
his pardon." 

It is to be observed in this article, 
that this good old German friend, ad- 
visor and counsellor, of the infant 
provinces of Pa. had his enemies for 
conscientiously doing bit duty. Not 
only were there rascals among the 
jrounger people of this German Swiss 
ancestors hero; but also among other 
aationalities. 

Adam Haines, referred to above, 
ieems to be a rascal. He was con- 
victed in Quarter Sessions Court of 
Lancaster County. February '.th, 17}'. 
of stealing a cow. and being found 
guilty August following, was sen- 
tenced to pay iO shillings, the price 
of the cow. 50 shillings fine, and the 
cost of the suit, and to have 21 
lashes, the next day, across his bare 
back, at the public whipping post at 
I^an caster. 

George Haines was prosecuted for 
stealing a ram and a ewe— and Adam 
Haines was also convicted of being 
the father of a bastard child, and 
sentenced to pay a fine of ten pounds 
and costs, and the woman received 
the same sentence. 

im—Mnlmt SwitserlnBd m4 

Hollaai frrai OppressloBy DIsmm 
and Famine. 

In Earnest Miiller's Anabaptist 
liistory, p. 208, he states, that in 1744 
one ot the old fathers, by the name 

of Burkholder, wrote, that he and his 
people were suffering indescribably, 
because they were compelled by Eng- 
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land, France and Austria to furnlBb 

supplies for them in their wars, and 
to quarter the troops of soldiers and 
take care of them and feed them. He 
states tbat these soldiers became nn- 

bcarable in their manner, insulting 
and threatening to the families of 
these non-resistant people, and often 
thejr bad to support and quarter as 
many as five or seven soldiers, for a 
considerable time. Besides this they 
suffered from failing crops, and fam- 
ine. There were also epidemics 
among their cattle, and thousands of 
their young cattle died. iSome of ihe 
bret)ir«i lost every head of stock they 
had. And to make matters all the 
worse, they wore now living the l»est 
they could, since they were compelled 
to flee from Switserland, when they 
began to take measures to expel all 
these Anabaptists or Monnonites. 

Now they began to turn their at- 
tention towards emigrating towards 
Pennsylvania, as their Brethren in 
distre.ss. had done more than thirty 
years earlier. Therefore, we see from 
this, that the dlffleultles and persecu- 
tions, both in Switzerland and in the 
Palatinate along the Rhine, were con- 
tinuing. 

1744— John Armstrong an Early Resi- 
dent Killed by bdlam. 

In the Pa, Oasette of April 26th, 
1744, It is stated, that news from Lan< 

castPi reports, that .Tohn Armstrong, 
an Indian trader, and two servants, 
were murdered by three Indians, who 
waylaid them as they were going with 
gooJs to .A.l]ei;heny. The chief of the 
murderers was taken to the Lancaster 
lall. He confessed the fact with all 
the circumstances. The Indians ars 
of the Delaware tribe. It is stated 
that there had been some differences 
and difficulties, between the deceased 
and the Indian, that was taken to 

jail. 

And in the same news api)ears, un- 
der May 10th, It Is stated that the 



Indian who killed Armstrong Cells his 

side of the trouble, and says, it was 
about a horse. The Indian gave his 
horse and three belts of wampum, for 
goods, and found that he was cheat- 
ed; and when he went to get his 
goods back, Armstrong would not give 
them up, but got mad and hit the In- 
dian with a stick. The Indian then 
kiilo'l him with a tomahawk. The 
Indians then buried Armstrong by the 
side of the Juniata Creek, and threw 
the bodies of the two German senr- 
ants into the creek. The corpses of 
these two fellows were found by 
the crows and a bald eagle, hov^flng 
over them. 

1744-Swlss McMioBltoPatiiMrdlBaas 
BufcboMai'i Letten Ftmrn Qtmtmj* 

Among the most active of the early 
Swiss Mennonites, was Hans Burk- 
holder, who nearly all bis life, was a 
leader in everything that pertained to 
the welfare of our Swiss ancestors. 
There are records of his activities be- 
fore the year 1700, and these records 
continue down to the time of his 
death. We arc fortunate in bein?able 
to present a translation of two let- 
ters, written by him, a very short 
time before he died In the year 1744, 
from Heroltzheim in Palatinate, giv- 
ing us again, a picture of the renewal 
of the difficulties that had arisen for 
these non-resistant followers of Men- 
no Simon, in the heart of Europe. 
Switzerland had driven the most of 
them out by this time, and they were 
strangers living in the valley of i)ie 
Rhine, tbat is. In the Palatinate. The 
later ditliculties seem to be famine 
and the necessity of furnishing quar- 
ter, for soldiers, while the regular 
run of difficulties tbat zrow onl of 
their religion, while religion in the 
heart of Europe generally was a State 
matter, controlled by the State, etc. 

These letters are translations from 
a collection of what he called the 
"Dutch copies" in the Historical So- 
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clety at PhUadelpbia, and are here in- 
serted for the purpose of giving a 

picture of the dlfflcultios in the ancient 
home of our ancestors, from the 
mouth of one who waa going through 
the dtfflculties himself; and one who 
Is an ancestor of the great family of 
Burkholders, of our County and 
PennaylTanIa, and other pftrts of the 
United States. These letters are 
written to Johannes I)<>knatel who 
was an official somewhere in Hol- 
land, likely one of the officials of that 
Government, w^ho was friendly to 
these Mennonitcs: and perhaps, a 
member of the Swiss Mcuuonite com- 
mlssfon or Chamber of Holland's 
Government, kept up for the sake of 
heli)inK the Swiss and Mennonites, to 
better their condition and to go to 
Poinsylvania, and to America in gen- 
eral. 

The first letter is No. 1495 and is as 

follows: 

Heroltshelm, Jan. 4, 1744. 

Bartholomens von Lowenle togeth- 
er with other fellow-servants of our 
Taufgesiudten (Mennonite congrega- 
tion) in Amsterdam — May <E. L.) 
Tonr Honors be blessed. 

Very dorir and worthy friend and 
brother in Christ Jesus, we cannot 
well omit giving you word. Your 
Honors, about our sorrowful condition 
and of how we have found this past 
summer. So you must know that tlie 
I>Yench have oppressed us with many 
and great burdens, compelling ns to 
prive supplies \v!iirh we can hardly 
accomplish. To comfort us, we are 
told tliat everything shall be paid, but 
we have not, as yet, received a single 
Stnber fsilvpr coin). And besides we 
have been loaded with so much com- 
pulsory service (villainage Frohn- 
drcnst). that it Is no longer possible 
to bear it. If ono rom^s home at 
night, one must go away again in the 
morning. Besides these the English 
have also come and for four long 
weeks remained, only two hours dis- 



tant from us, with a great army so 
that we must again, do compulsory 

service that can no lonijcr be en- 
dured. After this, the army broke 
camp and went to Weyer. Then we 
have had the headquarters of the 
Austrians twice among us, so that 
Your Honors can well see how things 
have gone with us, and that we paned 
this summer in great cares and under 

iinbearablf burdens. 

Now dear friend, these troubles 
have come to an end; but the great 
God has visited us with another pOB- 
ishment, a contagious disease and 
death have come among the horned- 
cattle so that many thonsuids of 
them have fallen and many of our 
brethren liavo not a single one left so 
that the i)overty is very great among 
the friends and many know not how 
to help themselves. Besides tho lord- 
ly (Horrschaftlich) oppressions are 
very great and no remission to be 
hoped for. 

Now dearest friend« we must make 
known to Your Honors, yet another 
gloomy situation. On the death of 
our most gracious Elector and lord, 
we have, as at all times proper, made 
application in a moral movln?? peti- 
tion, to the present reigning illustri- 
ous Elector, regarding the oonflrma- 
tlon of our Confession. So far we 
have received no answer and have 
also little hopes that we shall receive 
a favorable one, for a command has 
gone forth from the the high govern- 
ment of all bailiwirks re-:ardins; the 
burial of our dead that they shall no 
lona^er be buried in the churchyards: 
which seems to us very hard and 
burdensome. I have, myself spoken 
about it to several gentlemen of the 
Government who said to me that we 
must have patience and first SMWhat 
protection we receive from our ^ac- 
ious Elector. I have been myself to 
five of the most emlnoit nUnlaters 
and have also spoken with them. 
They gave good aaswers, but as yet 



Digitized by Google 



290 



MORE HANS BaRKHCMJ>BR LETTERS. 



we kaow nothing about how the mat- 
ter will end. 

We beg clearest friend, Your Hon- 
ors will in this give us good counsel 
how the matter may best be brought 
to a dose, tor we are so embarrassed 
In the matter. It has almost the look 
as if they would drive us from out of 
the land. The great God will have 
pity on tis. So much for desired 
news of ns nni] wp hope for an agree- 
able answer from you, Your Honors. 

Wherewith I close for the present 
and remain with friendly greeting 
and rerommendation to the divine 
protection, your Honor s affectionate 
friend and brother In Christ Jesus. In 
the name of the other fellow workers 
of onr Mennonito Congregation, I 
have written this Adieu. 

HANS BURKHOLDER. 

ilaus Borkholder Letters continued 
]V«. 14M. 

"Ueroltahelm. February 17, 1744. 

Johannes Deknatel: 

Dear and worthy friend and brother 
in Christ Jesus. May you be blessed. 
Dear and worthy friend and brother 
your (B. L.'8) Kuiellency's agreeable 
N'ttcr of the twenty-fourth of Janu- 
ary has been duly received, wherein 
we perceive with love, that you also 
have duly received our letter of . Jan- 
uary fourth, the which we were 
pleased to know. We have also seen 
by your (E. L.) Honor's letter, that 
you are very sorry for our afflicted 
condition, but for this time can £?ive 
us no advice, regarding our letter of 
protection (safe conduct). Tou should 
be Informed that so far, we have as 
yet reeelverl no answer to our letter 
and request, which surprises us, as 
we were given favorable information 
by word of mouth. Also we as yet 
know nothinc:. dear and worthy' 
friend, how it will go with us. We! 
have to give so many promises be- 
fore the Mubwaltnng to the eminent 
minister (or so many promises of] 



painstaking care to the eminent Min- 
ister) that we do not know well how 

to aeeompllsh them, sinee we have 
suffered so much damage by the war 
and the death of the horned cattle, 
and besides, had to advance the large 
sum of money so that we do not 
know how to help ourselves while the 
poverty is so great here in the land, 
and yet no understanding or eym- 
pathy is to be expected, so that we do 
not know what we should do. Dear 
friend and brother, it is the wish and 
intention of some of our friends, to 
travel to Pennsylvania. We cannot 
very well adviae ihem against it since 
we dvrall so uncertainly ooraelvw and 
do not yet know how we shall beaua- 
tained. But we do not wish to bur- 
den and trouble your (B. L.) Excel- 
lency, in the matter. We hope that 
they may be able to cross and thus 
not trouble your (E. L. ) Excellency; 
but we would like very much to know 
your advice and opinion, if Indeed you 
could advise to go there. Dear and 
worthy friend, we have judged from 
your letter, that you would like fur- 
ther Information of where there lathe 
greatest poverty and need, on account 
of the cattle. They mijrht each one 
try to help himself as much as possi- 
ble, so we advise you that we do not 
wish to trouble you much in the mat- 
ter outside of three or four families 
that cannot help themselves. If your 
(B. L.) Honor, seem inclined to help 
them according to your pleasure and 
as you deem proper, It would be very 
kind and agreeable. So far for de- 
sired news. 

Dear friend, I am growing old and 
infirm and trnvellip!: ^rows tiresome 
to me. When however, we have any- 
thing to do for the Master and Mis- 
tress (Hunachaften) the other serr- 
ants always ihin^ that I should take 
precedence. Because I am an old 
man and have a white head, they 
think that ray words are worth moce 
than theirs, which I have also disoov* 
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ered. myself, but my sl^t and' hear- 
ing are failing; me fast. 

(E. L.) Your Honor, you are how- 
ever, by me, most cordially greeted 

and committed to God's good care, 
with which we then close for the 
present and remain with tiiendly 
greeting and recommendation to the 
protection of God. your affectionate 
brothers In Christ. 

HANS BrRKHOLDER, 
CHRISTIAN STAUFFEK, 
JACOB HIRSCHLER." 

The second is number 1499 aud in 
as follows: 

"HerolUhelm, March 6. 1744. 
Johannes Deknatel: 

Very worthy and In Christ beloved 

fri^nid and brother. May your (E. L.) 
Excellency be blessed here in time 
and hereafter In the blessed eternity 
—a friendly and brotherly greeting in 

th«> Lord. Amen. 

Worthy friend, the cause of this 
writing to you, your (E. L.) Honor, 
is this, that some frioids and broth- 
ers af our congregation are thinking 
of going lo Pennsylvania, as I in- 
formed you in my former letter, and 
as we have found from the news- 
paper, and also otherwise, that It is 
vory nn.safc on the ocean on account 
of pirates and not very promising for 
the Journey, we desire In the most 
cordial and friendly manner, to beg 
your advice and opinion, ronarfilns 
this Journey and whether you approve 
of it. and whether It is also safe to 
start or not. If your (E. L.) Honor 
does not approve, the friend.s will re- 
main here. They have sold their 
things and prepared themselves for 
the journey, bnt will not further 
trouble your fE. L.) Excellency, than 
to know of the safety on the sea. 
Please, dearest friend, be not dl8> 
pleased that T write to yon: and 
writ'^ to me at once your (E. L.) 
Excellency, your advice and opinion 



that they may goTwn themselves ac- 
cordingly. 

Concerning our letter of protection, 
we have yet no news. 1 have been, 

niy.self. a short time ago at Manheim 
and have, myself, spoken with the 
president. He has given me very 
good news— all shall go well. So 
much for desired new.s. 

I await a speedy answer from your 
(E. Li.) Excellency, with which I 
close at present and remain with cor- 
dial n.rceting and rommending you to 
the divine protection your (E. L.'8) 
Honor's affectionate friend and broth- 
er in Christ Jesus, 

HANS BURKHOLDBR." 

I call your attention to the fact 
that, in connection with these letters, 
the sufferers could find no apparent 
relief from their distress, except to 
mi.^rate to Pennsylvania, which many 
hundreds of them did about this time, 
although the greatest flood of immi- 
gration was over. We observe too, 
the danger from pirates that existed 
in those days, as discussed in these 

letters. 

1744 — Our Uermaus and the Indian 



Leber in his book (p. 104) says: 

That from 1744 to 1748. while King 
George's War was going on here, the 
Germans had a hard lot of it — things 
were so wartlike here that a fort was 

built In the neighborhood of Lancas- 
ter he says. Further he states, that 
the white traders used the Indians 
bad!y and cheated them, and the In- 
dians were very likely to take revenge 
on the peaceful Gernians that settled 
in Pennsylvania and Carolina, who 
were Innocent of this kind of conduct 
towards the Indians. Also he states, 
I that in South Carolina the Mennonites 

I who had drifted down there had to 
bear the burden of a great deal they 
were not guilty of; and further ho 
! states, that it became worse when tlie 
i French began to fight the Indians. 
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The situatiou was made all the worse, 
because the iroung, strong and hearty 

ones, to a certain extent, were taken 
away from their homes and* left the 
homes unprotected; and besides this, 
a good many German servants ran 
away from their masters and joined 
the army. To show the extent of 
military operations, he says, there 
were fifteen companies of soldiers 
that were raised throughout I^ncas- 
ter County, for these French and In- 
dian Wars. 

17tt--taiMl Peter Hetlnilien*! Ut- 
ter oa tbe CoBdItloiis 9m4L Treat- 
■ent Hi Switierbuid* 

Mttller, page 328, gives the suh- 
Btance of a letter which a Swiss 
father wrote July 5th, 1745, giving ac- 
count of his son's trials on a trip 
hack to Switzerland in 1745. a 'Aoot] 
many years after the father was 
driven out. He writes from Nooge- 
land in the Palatinate to his brother 
and sister in Gautcnschwyl ; and a 
copy of the letter Is found in Huiz- 
Inga, a historian of those times and 
events. 

In this letter. Samuel Peter Mei- 
huisen praises the country as a great 
plate to produce milk and butter and 
cheese and meats: but he states that 
so much misery and unrest and an- 
guish exists because of the wars and 
the rumors of wars, and the cattle 
epidemic, and thht it is very destruc- 
tive. He alone lost 19 head of cattle. 
But it extends all over the country. 
It made many people poor. This epi- 
demic came from Italy, was Intro- 
duce! into liollanil and from thereto 
Switzerland. It was all the people 
could do to endure it. There Is no 
land here, too good for pasturage he 
says. Ho also has .sheep and 
young horses and cattle in the pas- 
ture. He means that pasturage is the 
best use land could be put to: and 
not good enough for farming, at that 
particular place. Then further in his 



letter he states family news and Bews 
of friends. He then admonishea all 

to seek the Lord. 

Among other things that he says in 
his letter, he states, that his sou .Mel- 
choir intended to see his fatherland 
(Switzerland) as they were now In 
Holland. It seems, that it was not 
possible for him to see his friends, 
which he would like to have done. 
Later he went to see them with one 
of hiF chums. While in Berne, they 
were in the great church (Cathedral). 

Am the Apostle Peter had said 
"Prove everything and hold on to the 
thing which is good." Ifere he refers 
to the experience of his son, that is 
the boys wished to hear the services 
and learn how much good was in it. 
They heard the whole worship, and 
kept what they thought waa good. 
Further he saya hla son and bis friend 
were taken prisoners in Berne and 
put in the big dungeon in the Tower. 
Then he adds, that the Lord had said, 
that the child should not bear its 
father's sins. It was not ri!;ht for 
this boy to bear the sin of his father, 
because his father fled from Switser- 
land ycnrs before. Whoever sins 
should bear the punishment himself. 
They must determine for themselves 
whether this act was Christian or not 
We leave it to you to consider. Clos- 
ing he exclaims, "Oh my dear father- 
land that T loved so well and wish 
well always" (Switzerland). MflUer 
s-iys that Hulzinga thinks their boys 
had not got to Switzerland and that 
the other writers are mistaken. But 
the Manual of the Star Chamber or 
the Mennonlte Court, contains a rec- 
ord that two Baptists came from Hol- 
land and were again expelled. But 
these probably were other persons, he 
thinks. 

174ft — Swiss Wandering In Qnmamf 
and France, 

Earnest Miiller in his book (p. 248) 
states, that about this date. Jonas 
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SUegler of Sohubtlgen near Zurich,' 
and Nicholas Kn5r of GOBzwyl in 
Buckeberg lived near France. Also he 
Btates In Pftterlen about 1745 there ^ 
lived Peter Lichty of Biglea, and 
Elizabeth Toba of Bechigan. and Cath- 1 
erinc Berger of Lanperville and Jacob 
Sprunger and his wife Elizabeth 
Schmedly who came from Taunegg 
were of afmilar faith, from which the' 
other Anabaptist families that went 
to America, for causes growing out ' 
of ttie Hefurmation and to eacape 
their sufferings. 

At the bottom of p. 247 he says 
alto, apeaking of the year 1745, that 
on the 22nd of February in Perry, 
which seems to be d town in the 
Palatinate near the French border, 
there were fifteen Swiss familiea at 
that time, who had migrated from 
Switzerland. Among others were 
Michael and John Sieger who came 
from Rothenbaeh. and Michael Long- 
negger (Ix)n?enecker) formorly from 
Trub, John iiiirkholder. Jolin Henry 
Turner, Jacob Marti, Peter Beck, Ul- 
rioh Lerch, John Gauler of Snmls- 
wald. Michael Burky of Diesbach, 
Rarbra Hertig. Michael Witmer of 
Lauperville, John Burky of Biglen. 
Chrletian Burkholder of Langnau, 
Peter Bnrkhart, and Wftley Grenhen- 
buhl (fJrayhill )of Trauschenwald. 
Ulrich Burkholder of Luderswyi, 
Joseph Wenger of Amsoldlnger. These 
towns, from which he says these peo- 
ple came are towns in Switzerland. { 
But the place he says they were found j 
this year, as we liave stated above. < 
are in Germany near the French bor- 
der. 

Ho adds in this paragraph, that in 
1724 there were 16 of these Taufer 
families, consisting of 60 members 
from SnniiswaM. Hockstetter and 
Langnau and other places. About 1738 
five other families came. Among 
others were Burkharts, Burkholders, 
Brobsts. Millers, etc 



T cite this item to show the oon- 

tinual drifting of our persecuted fore- 
fathers from Switzerland into the 
Palatinate, and their further migra- 
tion to America. From this place, ad- 
dition al settlers in this county, were 
continually coming. 

MttUer also states (p. 248), that in 
174S there were in Peri La Hutt,near 
Sonseboz— Chrlatian Swartz whoeame 
from T>angnau, Anna Myers from 
Rothenbaeh, Durs liohr of Sollijen— 
Benedict Gauman and Christian 
Schnegg of Hochstetteu. Nicholas 
Strohm and John Englc of Rochen- 
bach. John Lichty of Biglen, John 
Bumgardner of Lauperville, Abram 
N'ewsw( r of Bggville. Peter Lugln- 
buhl of Huukhofen, Peter Sonimers of 
Sumiswald. And that as early as 
1724 there were also Catherine Berg- 
or, Andrew Bechtol of BIcbsel, Ell 
r>fhman all from Lancjnau. All this 
Miiller recites under his chapter on 
"Im FQrstblstum Basel** (p. 233)— or 
the AnnVirii)tlsts from Switzerland in 
and about the Principality of Basle. 
This item will show us the line of mi- 
gration out of Switserland into Ger- 
many and the Alsace, and later on to 
America. 

He also says p. 248. "Welter thalauf- 
«rftrts folgt Gorgemont mft der groe- 

ten cin-waii(]i nai;; des St. Iminorthals 
odor Erguel." And that in 1745, were 
found here the families — Christian 
Weldner who came from Sumiswald — 
[Tirlch Engel Of Rothenbaeh. Joseph 
BunvJ^ardner and John Stelner of 
Langnau, Peter Brobst and John New- 
comer of Eggrllle, Christian Gauman 
from Grcat-Hostetten — Samuel and 
Tames Gelser of Lan?jenthal — Ulrleh 
Berger of Signau — Magdalena Burger 
and Elizabeth Dreler of Truh; Simon 
Sie2;enthal and David Tn^old of Lau- 
perville. And that in 1729 there were 
Peter Siegenthaler, Ulrich Newcomer, 
Nicholas Luthi Abram Bomgardner, 
Abram Orler. Ulrich Zolner. Hans 
Burky, Christian Jacob and Peter 
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Brobpf. David Swartz and Andrew 
Blcbscl all of Langnau — and J. Schon- 
auer of Hoehstetten. Ulrioh Berg«r of 
FJiirnau, Nicholas Konlg of Biicksee, 
Simon Seigenthalrr, Barb Schild, and 
Nicholas Erb of Rothcnbcrg and Jacob 
Kommer of Jurlch there. In 1788 lie 
finds the families of Joseph BnmJjard- 
ner. Christian Berger, Barbara Kuller, 
Nicholas ImhofT, Peter Brobst. Peter 
Newswenger, David Bomgardner, 
Christian Wldmer, Elizabeth Gerber, 
Benedict Gauman there. And that In 
all tliere were 103 eingewanderte, or 
"in-wandering" persons or settlers 
from Switzerland, of whom 40 were 
Mennonites or Taufers. 

Page 249 Miiller says that in Tram- 
elan tn 1745 there were Barbara Ger- 
ber from Lancnau Nieholas Maurer 
of Desbach. And p. 328. he says about 
this date the Lotsher (Lesher) family 
and the Gerbers were numerous about 
Gronlngen. 

174ft— B«rl7 Eicention of » Womu In 

LancMler Connty. 

It is stated in the Pennsylvania Ga- 
zette of October 24, 1745, that Rebec- 
ca Mobs of Conestoga Township was 
executed at l.ancastf-r for the nuirder 
of her child. There was another in- 
stance of a similar killing of a nat* 
ural born child by its mother in Con- 
estoga: but as the evidence was not 
conclusive a great iinmber of the 
German frieudn ol the women peti- 
tioned that her life be spared and this 
was done. There was a great deal of 
capital punishment in Pennsylvania 
from about 1725 onward during 30 
years or more, incliHlin'4 iiunisliment 
for burglary and many other crimes. 
This came about because of a reign 
of terror and lawlessness and the 
killing of a ( on pie of Judges, about 
171^, which exc'lti ti the people to en- 
act a very severe law. 



1745 — (<erman I.utheran and Moravian 

Controversy In Lancaster Connty. 

This year the German Pastor of the 
Lutheran Church united a portion of 

his congregation with the Moravians. 
A great ferment was excit^Mi among 
the Lutherans. They carried their 
trouble to the Governor and repre- 
sented to him that they were com- 
pelled to hear a doctrine which they 
did not approve or resign their 
church. But the Governor told tbem 
he could not interfere; "that the law 
however, would protect tbem in their 
rights." (5 Has. Reg. 22). 

1745— Hans BnrkhoIder*8 Labors 
We have noticed Hans Bnrkholder's 

letters in a preceding part of these 
annals. We insert hure another let- 
ter from him to the intluential G'ov- 
emmental friends of his people In 
Holland. It is No. 14S9 of the "Dutch 
Copies" in the Penna. Historical So- 
ciety at Philadelphia. He writes from 
Geraldshelm and addresses Bartholo- 
mew Von Leivening and other religi- 
ous friends in Holland. After religi- 
ous greetings he says: "I cannot re- 
frain from writing to you as I wrote 
February 27. 1742. I do not know 
whether you received the same." 
Then he says that he gave the money 
which the friends sent to him to the 
most needy of the Mennonite Brethren 
of the congregation and states tliat be 
set out the names and amounts. 

Then he states that he heard early 
in 1742 that some of their Virethren 
in the Palatinate near Heilbrom were 
thinking of going to Pennsylvania. 
He heard this from Hoirick Kesdtf 
the pastor of the congregation. He 
says he inquired whether these peo- 
ple were provided with necessary 
means, but that the pastor said they 
were not. Then he ack*Ml how they 
could go in such dangerous times. 
The minister told htm Chey had 
friends In Pennsylvania who would 
pay their passage on landing and set 
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than free. Burkholder then uyg tliat I hearing failing, I must be reUeved of 

it 5s against his advice that these peo- ' all burdens as I cannot hold out. 



pie go without ready money to pay 
their own way. 
Then be continues in his letter: "I 

have word from the minister of the 
so-called Amish congregation of 
Frfesland, that some of his people are 
determined to go to Pennsylvanl&,too. 
I asked him if they had the money 
and be said they bad and also bad 
letters from Holland whHdi told them 
to come and they would see tbat tbey 
landed safe. This seems strange to 
me because your friends in Holland 



Wishing ail, (lod's Grace, etc— 
HANS BURKHOLDER." 

Interesting Landes Letter of 
This Date. 

The zeal of Rishop N. B. Grubb, of 
' Philadeliihiu. in gathering up and 
translating Information and letters 

from the orlj^inal sonrros. concerning 
our German-Swiss ancestors, has put 
in form some interesting matter con- 
cerning the Landeses. In the Meii- 

nonite year book for 1914. page 38. he 



encourage them and discourage onr , , ^, , , 

make ^frbatlm. a copy of a letter 



people. Those people (Anilsh) 
no common cause with ns: they do 
not associate with us. when we are 
In trouble. Th^ trjr to bring us In- 
to dispute. They belong to the bet- 
ter classes. They consider them- 
selves the best and finest people. 
They are very prominent. As ftur as 
T am concerned I would not ridicule 
anyone: hut they rlriicule us. 

Coniiitious are very hard among 
us here in the Palatinate. Our 
young men cannot be received as 

congregation men by the authorities 
here. To get a letter of protection 



written by Elizabetha Landes of Ger- 
' mantown in 1746. which letter InOer. 

' man, is the i>roi crty of J. M. T^indes. 
.\nd in couueclion with the letter 
there is shown an excellent sketch of 
! the Landes homestead in Switzerland, 
! located at Hii zcl erected In 148S. 

T!ir> iriicr wiiticu hy Mrs. Lundes 
is addressed tu her friends and rela- 
tives and especially to the children of 
the late Caspar landes. She sets 
forth the foUowinK facts concerning 
the Landes family, and the following 
evento that happened In the family: 
"I, Elizabetba, the widow of Hein- 



we must pay 50 florins. Tbls is rich Land«'s. a brothr-r to your father, 
double what others pay for safe con- Caspar landes, a barber in Uichters- 
duct. We cannot endure this muchjwil, but again married to Heinrlch 

longer. We have no civil |»rotection. End, desire tQ inform yuu as follows: 
Besides this, the oppression of the 
"berrschoft" or local magistrates is 



When my former husband, Ileinrich 
Landes, left Switzerland for the first 
already too great— and the taxes • father, he entrusted to 

provided by court are too heavy. We 
cannot provide them; let alone the 



his brother Caspar a certain sum of 
money without takini; from him any- 

^„ . , , , thing in writing because, he had ab- 

money for hounty forouryoun.?men|^,„l^ confidence In his brother's 
to escape army service. honrsty: and had not the least doubt 

I have tried to help others in my , at all, that everything would be right, 
household; but I must give up bouse 'Twice he had received some of ibe 
keeplni.' iiid seek provision for my- amount, so thst now there Is a bnl- 
self elsewhere. I mtist zot rid of my ancf of about noo Rix Dollars (about 
burdens because my bodily powers $i'lH.(tO) remaining unpaid: as my 
are failing me as I am getting so old | dear husband Heinrlch Landes. so 
and on account of my sight and . often Informed and assured me. Since 
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then, my husband Hoinrkh Landes. 
entered orderly and publicly Into the 
bonds of matrimonsr with me, Elisa« 
betha Hllt, born in Mark-Kirch, in 
Elsass. the dausliter of Jacob Hirt. 
of the same place. This was in 1709. 
After having resided for ten years In 
different places in Germany, we final- 
ly, twenty- two years a'-;o. came to 
Pennsylvania, fully intending again at 
some time to visit you, as he had 
prnmispd his brother Caspar he 
would, and then bringing the balance 
of his money home with him. Prom 
this he was however prevented by my 
frequent solir-itafion and entreaty not 
to go until the year 1727 when he 
died, leaving me a widow with four 
children namely, one son and three 

dan^htors. 

In addition she states that she has 
four children living, Elizabetha, Bar- 
bara. Henry and Dorothea. She also 
states that the money about which she 
is writing could be transferred to Dr. 
HoUlnger, the Reformed Minister iu 
Heidelberg, who is a native .of Zurich, 
and by him can be sent, thronsh cer- 
tain other persons to Philadelphia, ad- 
dressed to certain party in German - 
town by which It can be transferred 
to the proper ownfrs, It Is sii^ncd 
Aunt Elizabftha Landes, German- 
town. PennBylvanIa, 20th Nov. 1746. It 
ts addressed to be delivered to the 
8urvivln£r children of Casrcr Landes 
(barber) at Richtersvil, three hours 
from Zurich. 

She states that she and her hus- 
band after Hvlnr for 10 years in dif- 
ferent places in Germany, came to 

Pennsylvania in 1724. 

The cut of the old Landes Home- 
stead at Htrzel plainly shows it to be 
Ions and low, one story high with an 
attic, about one-half story his;h at the 
eaves. It seems to be of stone plas- 
tered on the exterior and stands on 
the side nf r\ rommons. at loast the 
side of an unfenced road. Just im- 



merliatcly to the left of It stands an- 
other building somewhat in the gen- 
eral shape of the buildings erected by 
the Anilsh of Lancaster County, con- 
sistin-^ of a main house and an at- 
tachment which seems to be "shed- 
roofed." And then to the left of It 
stands a frame or cxternany-plas- 
tered church, with a high steeple 
which appears to be hexagon in 
shape, standing upon a high square 
tower. It Is likely a Rcformci 
Church. In the background there are 
undulating hills, dotted with a great 
many trees, and the whole pictnre is 
distinctively a^rlniltural. 

I find from the maps, that Hirzel Is 
about 9 miles southeast from Zurich, 
on the south side of Lake Zurich. 

174«— teaau AlMif tke 8n iolw « 
na Want "MarfiuaA Lla« DIspate 
Setfled. 

The dispute between Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, over the line between 
them still continued. It had now de- 
stroyed the tranquilly between the 
two provinces many years. 

('('rT;ii!i |)liases of the dispute are 
set forth in Vol. 1, of the Pa. Ar- 
chives pp. 692 et seq. FVom these 
records, the following condition ap- 
l»ears: In .\u?iist 1740 the Governor 
of .Maryland wrote to the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, enclosing a letter from 
Virginia. A man op|)osite Conowago 
named Diggs. claiming that section to 
be Maryland, complained that the 
Pennsylvanians used him badly. The 
Governor of Maryland says allowance 
must bo made for Dif:;?s. because he 
is a Catholic and is opposed to the 
Government. Diggs replying to the 
charge, that he is a troublesome per- 
son says, that by a Maryland warrant 
dated 1727, he has settled on a tract 
calle<l Diggs' choice, opposite the 
Susquehanna and received a patent 
in 17'?.'. That he had his land sur- 
veyed and the Dutch objected to this. 
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and he had them arrested for tres- 
pass. And since then a sarv^ was 
made Including his land, by officers 
of Pennsylvania, defyins? the Govern- 
ment of Maryland. That a muu 
named Kittsmlller and others, threat- 
ened to shoot and kill Diggs if he did 
not move away. Another witness de- 
clared that he heard this land was 
laid out for John Lemon, David 
Young, Adam Messier, Adam Miller 
and others of Pennsylvania. 

Another witness declared that when 
Diggs came for his land, he found 
some Germans plowing on It, Nich- 
olas and Adam Furney, who claimed 
they ownerl it. Furney said he would 
pay no attention to Maryland olllcers, 
and went on plowing. Adam Furney 
said that Mr. Cookson told him. If any 
land officers of Maryland canip, to 
bind them and take them to Lancas- 
ter. These friends of Furney spoke 
Dutch to them. The upshot was, that 
Furney and his friends began to beat 
and club Diggs and the Maryland of- 
ficers, and one of the Maryland of- 
ficers attempted to draw his **hanger" 
and Furney ran to the house to get 
hi8 gun. It seems that then the Lan- 
caster County authorities took an ax 
and tried to use It on the Diggs 
party The battle finally ended by 
the Maryland parties taking their 
band spikes and giving the Pennsyl- 
vania party a chase. 

On the other side Herman Upde- 
grnfr. bnin? a Quaker, said that 5 
years ago he tried to buy a piece of 
land from Diggs at Gonewago. He 
said the tract lay north of the Penn- 
sylvania line. Then too the deposi- 
tion of Adam Furney was taken on 
the dispute. He lived at Gonewago. 
and he said that he and several other 
Germans had aprreed to purchase 
some land of John Diggs, lying at 
Gonewago, and they found that Diggs 
land was of great extent there, that 
Diggs claimed he had 14.000 siores 



there. This excited the Germans as 
they knew It iniduded their land. 

Page 709 of the above stated rec- 
ord, the case between the (krmans 
and Diggs at Gonewago is set out 
showing the dlflleultles of our people 
at that place. It there appears that 
the temporary Pennsylvania-Maryland 
line was furnished in May 1739, and 
as soon u It was run many Giermaas 
took out warrants for land, from the 
Pennsylvania authorities, lying north 
of that line at the Little Conewago, 
over the Susquehanna, adjoining the 
tract claimed by Diggs. This Diggs 
tract was foMnd to be wholly in Penn- 
sylvania and surrounded by lands 
these Germans took up and paid for. 
These Germans did not interfere 
with Di:<;?s: but askori him to mark 
his line 80 they could locate their 
land, and then he threatened them 
not to come near his place, etc. He 
warn' 'l them that their surveys were 
nut good, as all that was Maryland 
property, etc. Then in 1743 Diggs 
applied to Pennsylvania to get as 
much land as would make his tract a 
regular square, and that this would 
take 1.000 acres. He was told he 
could have land at the same price the 
normaiis were payins?: but he could 
not interfere with their land. But he 
disregarded this and asserted title 
right over the German's land. See 
these conflicts fully disctissed in Vol. 
1, Pennsylvania Archives pp. 692 to 
713. 

17i»— Ship Itecords of This Year. 

During this year we find two ship 
loads of these German-Swiss people. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names we find the following: 

Three Bohns — 2 Kauffmans — 2 
Heinharts — 2 Zimmermans and 2 Mil- 
lers. 

We find one each of the following: 
Beck. Herman, Pleffer. Reith, Sny- 
der, Thomas and Wagner. 
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These people came over In tlie Ship i bailiwick, who directs the person to 



"Ann Galley." William Wilson Master 
—Ship "Neptune," Thomas Wilkinson 
Master. 

1747— Mere Labors ef Umi Bwk- 

Among the "DQtoh Copiee" in the 

Pennsylvania Historical Society at 
Philadelphia Is a letter of Hans Hurk- 
holdcr, which is No. 151U among the 
said paper, and is as follows: 

HeroltBheiin. March 18, 1747. 
Johannes Deknatel: 

Much loved and worthy friend and 
brother in Christ Jesus, together with 
other fellow worliers of our congre- 
gation in Amsterdam. May your 
Honor be blessed now in time and 
hereafter in the blessed eternity, 
Amen. 

Very dear friend. I cannot in Chris- 
tian love refrain from once more 
making known to yoti our hard con- 
dition regarding the marriage of our 
children, as also concerning the 
burial of the dead. We are not per- 
mitted to bury them in certain 
places without great expense. But 
we do not wish to make too much of 
this as we desire to attend to our own 
burials when it can be done elsewhere 
and so do not make much more of 
this. But concerning the marriage of 
our children that is very trying for 
us that no one will accept any one 
from a common or middle class fam- 
ily as they do not wish to increase 
the number of poor grave lots. 

When, however, the parents have 
died or the housekeeping has been 
broken up (as I also have done my- 
srlf) a boy can be brought into the 
father's place only with great labor 
and expense; for then a certificate 
must he procured from the mayor 
and other proper officials with which 
one enters on the office and duties of 
a father. And then the subordinate 
office directs one to the superior 



the high electoral government which 
sends him to the exdwqner to a 
clergyman of the church, who must 

pass his Judgment about it. and so he 
all the time has his hand in his 
pocket and by the time he has fin- 
ished It costs much moncj as well as 
labor, and often it Is a quarter of a 
year or even a half a year, before he 
can come to the end. Now if your 
honor could give us good advice in 
this matter, we would be very glad. 
Among those who cannot help them- 
selves the poverty is very great. If 
things cannot he changed, we fear a 
falling oft in the congregation among 
the young people. CJod will, however, 
cause ali this to work for good and 
graciously assist us. 

As ccmcems myself, I grow from 
time to time more decrepit and infirm 
in my body with tremblings and 
weakness and my calling and service 
become more and more a burden and 
yet at Easter I administered to five 
congregations, the Holy Communion, 
and had to travel three or four hours, 
which was very fatiguing to me. I 
hope with Paul, soon to lay down this 
tabernacle and to obtain a better, 
which I greatly desire. If, your 
Honor, is not fully opposed to me as 
heretornif spen. T hope your Honor 
will pity me, and grant me graciously, 
your Christian support and contribu- 
tion, as you deem prot)er, and be to 
me a cordial friend in my old da>'s. I 
hope the great God will again richly 
recompense you for all. Wherewith I 
dose for the present and remain with 
friendly greeting and recommenda- 
tion to God's protection, your affec- 
tionate friend and brother In Christ 
Jesus, 

HANS BURKHOLDER 

Beloved and worthy friend, T hnve 
Just learned with great astonishment 
that some of our Mends from Ober> 
Pfalx (in the Palatinate) wish, in 
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these dangerous and difficult times, to 
set out <m the journey to Pennsjrl- 
vanla. If your Honor would only give 
lis your advice as to what is to be 
done under the circumstances about 
this jonrney we would thank yon. I 
await an early answer. Adieu. 

HANS BURKHOLDER. 
1747 — Infected CierraanH Were Com- 
pelled to Submit to Examination 

Before a Ship Doctor. 
This year, the ship Vernon, from 



Hoffmans— 4 Uermaas— 2 Uubers — 2 
KaBpars~^2 Lantzn— 3 Myers— 2 Utt- 
lers— 2 Rohrers— 3 Snyders— 4 Smiths 
—4 Wagners— 2 Wises anrl 2 Wengers. 

We also find one each of the fol- 
lowing: 

Adams. Alleman, Bowman, Ban- 
man, Biirk. Fox, Hahn, Kline, Kurtz, 
Ivauffman, Lesher, Lutz, Mosser, Pief- 
fer. Roth, Relth, Roop, Reese, Shaef- 
fer. Steinmetz, Streiker. Wolfe, Weld> 
ner. Wltmer, Young and Zlegler. 
They came in the ship "Billander," 



Rotterdam, arrived in Philadelphia i Thomas Ricks master—" Lydia," WU- 
with foreigners from Switzerland and (Ham Tiffin master— "Restauration," 

the Palatinate. Captain Ricks, com- James Hall master — "Two Brothers,'* 

mauder, reported he had on board a Thomas Arnott roaster, and . 

great number of these people, and 
asked an order to be given to two 
doctors to examine the health of his 
passengers. The ship landed quite a 
distance below Philadelphia. It could 
not come up to the city, and unload 
{)asscngerK in the city, until the exam- 
ination was made. Tho Comcil sent 
Dr. Graeme and Dr. Bond to examine 
them; and gave them authority to de- 
cide wh(^ther they should be allowed 
to land or not. (See Vol. 5. Col. Rec 
P. 100). 



This last ship seems to be unknown. 

1748— Ship Records of This Year. 

During this year we tind six ship- 
loads of these German Swiss people 

coming to this country 

Among tho common Lanca.ster 
County names we find the following: 
Three Adams— 3 Diehls— 3 Myers— 
2 Millers— 2 Smiths— 4 Steins and t 
Was:ners. 
Also one each of the following: 
Antes, Brown. Eberhard, Foltz.Oer- 
When we turn to the Ust of passen- ! ®rove, Holfman. Hartman, Hel- 
gers who came in this ship, (p. 256 Keller, Hensol. Kline, 

of the Sec. Ser. of Pa. Vol. 17). we , ^'oorc. Shoemaker, 

find among the names. Christopher ' Staulfer, Stout, Weher and Wolf 



Barr, Jacob Lesher, Abram Funk, 



They came In the ship "Edinburgh,' 



Samuel Witmer. Rudolph Huber. Fred ^■''"^'^^ R"ssell ma8tor-"nampshire." 
Wertz. .Micha.l Kisclman, Jacob Cheeseman master — "Mary 

Shavely, Peter iiowmau and Henry Lawson master- 



George Schar and others. This en- 
ables us to determine that they were 



Two Brothers," Thomas Arnatt mas- 
ter — "Patience," .John Brown master 



likely i)cr.sons \xho wrro destined to 11" Margaret," John 
settle in l^ncaster Conntv. 



1747— Ship Records oi Tin's Vear. 

During this year we find five ship 
loads of these German Swiss people 
com in . 2? into this country. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names we find the following: 

Two Arnolds— 3 B^ers— 2 Becks— 
3 Eberhards— 2 Flreys— 3 Frantsa— 3 



Povan, master. 

1748— Crowds of These Genurn Swbi 
People EnlgiatlBg, Taxes Holland^ 



It Is related by Mullcr (p. 365) that 
the number of emigrants coming from 
the Palatinate, (but originally from 
Switxerland and other sections), haa 
greatly increased in late years. A 
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commission of the Mennonite breth- 
ren in or near Amsterdam, was doing 
all they i)osBibly could to aid these 
■emigranta to PennaylTania. Aa theae 
■emigrants became moro tuimerous 
the commission was comyeiled to 
ceaae Ita financial aid. About 1732 
there had arrived at Rotterdam more 
than 3000 inhabitants of the Palati- 
nate, among whom, of course, there 
were aome Reformed and aome Luth- 
-erana. A portion of these founded 
the congregation at Skippack (Sche- 
bach), Montgomery County. Pennayl- 
Tania. By the year 1748 they had 
thrived ao far in tlieir new home, aa 
to own a paper mill and printing of- 
fice. MuUer also tells us (p. 369} that 
tiUa year some of theae people who 
had emigrated, had settled at Hill* 
town, in Pennsylvania, and amon;? 
them were Christian Lederich who 
came In 1747 and Valentine Hun- 
aecker in 1748. 

1748— Horrors of Overlondlnsr These 
Poor Germans and s^uhh Settlers 

in Smnll Vessels. 

As the rush of the Germans to 
Pennsylvania became more numeroua 

about this time, tlx owners of the 
ve.sseLs bof^an pat'kin'4 them away in 
places entirely unfit for them, so that 
ft great deal of afckneaa broke out. We 
.sh.ill soe that in a year or two, a law 
was passi'd to prevent this. Honry P. 
FalrchilU lias written up this subject 
In a thorough manner, In a work 
called "Immii^ration in the Early 
Bays." It was publislied by .McMillan 
& Co. and gives a great deal of infor- 
mation concerning the horrible con- 
dition that oxistod. 

Not only bad these Germans be- 
come so numerous as to be the main 
dvillBlng factor In Pennaylvanla 
shortly before and about ITHO; but we 
must remember that as Barclay says, 
of George Fox. the founder of the 
Quakers, "We are compelled to view 
bim aa the unconadoua exponent of 



tho doctrine, practice and discipline 
of the ancient and stricter party of 
the Dutch Mennonites." (See Barc- 
lay's Religious Societlea of the Com- 
monwealth p. 77). 

To this thought, ex-Governor Pen- 
ny packer adda that *^ the apread of 
Mennonite preaehlnga in England, we 
therefore owe the origin of the 
Qualcer and the settlement of Pennsyl- 
vania." (See Pennypacker'a Settle- 
ment of Qermantown. p. 66K 

It Is no small honor to the Menno- 
nite to have the credit of being the 
real founder of the province (and 
now the great Commonwealth) of 
Pennsylvania back of William Penn. 
whose lives and characters, as Penn 
viewed them, when he visited them 
along the Rhine Valley, which gave 
rise in his mind to the "Holy Experi- 
ment" and made him the father of 
Pennaylvanla, that he waa, and la bald 
to he. to this date. As William Penn 
made Pennsylvania, so the ancient 
Mennonite Brethren in reality, made 
William Penn. 

1748-1bH7r>k Wrm Pnbllsba< «t 
Bpknta. 

About this year, the German Breth- 
ren in and about Ephrata. who about 
J 5 years ago. had left the Conesioga 
settlement and became a rellgtona 
sect of their own (existing down to 
this day. and known as the Seventh 
Day iiaptists), had attained such pro- 
flclency and akill, and such intsllee- 
tual ability, so as to V)e ablo to pub- 
lish Tielman. Van Rra^ht's Hook of 
Martyrs or Martyr's Mirror in Ger- 
man, being a work of about 1400 
pages, accordinp: to tho typp of that 
time. A lar.2;e edition was published 
running into the hundreds at least. 
This shows not so much the Intellee- 
ttial advancement to which the 
"brethren" had attained at that time 
(even though the book had to be 
translated from Dutch to Clerman), 
but more particularly the mechanical 
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skill and the ingpnnlty attained, by 
these people, in making presses and 
In procuring type of a aaperlor char- 
acter, so as to print that great woric, 
Many rnitir>s of the Mirror, which thoy 
priuied, still extant, attest the early 
capacity and aUll of these people. 

Inasmuch as the "Cbronicon Eph- 
ratense" Klves a minute detail of the 
lives and ways of these people and 
their history. I will not insert any of 
it in these annals. According to 
Kuhns, it took 15 men three years to 
complete this task. 

1749 — (German-Swiss First PoliUcal 
Efforts in Lancaster County 
As soon as King George's War was 

ended, there was leisure in the Brit- 
ish Empire for attention to local poli- 
tics again. Factional contests began 
in earnest in Lancaster County and 
w«re made more intense, because the 
German-Swiss-Quaker alliance against 
the Scotch-Irish was now an estab- 
lished condltiMk here. The German- 
Swiss now took part in earnest 

There was a keen fl-:;ht for Assem- 
bb'man in 1749 in Lancaster County, 
between James Webb and Peter Wor- 
rall. 

Worrall was th^ i>()i)nlar hotel 
keeper on West King Street in Lan- 
caster Borough and Webb a promi- 
nent politician in Lancaster Township 
(See 3rd Series Penna. .■\rch. Vol. 17, 
pp. 8.'?, 170 and 346). Both were mem- 
bers of the Assembly in 1748, Webb 
waa Bnglish; had just finished build- 
ing the atone work of the new jail and 
waa close to the Eni;lish and Scotch- 
Irish l4incaster County politicians. 
Peter Worrall was ''Dutch*' (German) 
very widely known and very popular 
as the principal hotel man in the 
county. 

So the "Dutch" or Germans threw 

their strength to Won.ill anrl re- 
elected him. Webb was drfeate<l and 
charged fraud and contested Wor- 
rall't eleetkm 'before the Assembly. 



Webb in his petition to the Assem- 
bly set forth that at the late election 
there were gross frauds whereby he 
was not elected : that the s:ood people- 
thereby are defpate 1 of their privi- 
lege. Many of the voters in the Coun- 
ty also joined In a petition setting 
forth that at the late election the peo- 
ple crowded in a b irly and that they 
stuck their tickets in the end of 
cloven stl<^ and committed other 
frauds; that tickets were put In by 
boys: that many voted several times; 
that the number of votes received 
was more than double the number of 
the people who were present; that the 
officers did not put any on oath or call 
for any tests. By reason of all thia 
they pray the election to be declared 
void. (4 Votes of Assembly pp. 117- 
18). November 22, the Assembly took 
the case up and heard many wit- 
nesses. The testimony was that the 
election was tumultuous, that no reg- 
ular list could be taken of thn voters* 
names: that votes by proxy were al- 
lowed; that illegal votes were re- 
ceived by Inspectors especially by 
Christian Herr an Inspector: votes 
from minors received that persons 
not legally chosen inspectors re- 
ceived votes as inspectors, that many 
people voted three, four, five and even 
ten timps: that one of the candidates 
(Worrall) who is returned as elected 
encouraged giving in more than one 
vote by the same person, that the 
number of voters attending did not 
exceed 1000, though the tickets found 
in the box were more than 2300 (4 
p. 122 and Rupp p. 209). 

Counsel for the petitioners exam- 
ined more witnesses the next day. 
Then Counsel for the ShcriCt and in- 
spectors examined witnesses. These- 
are objected to because they are in- 
terested witnesses. 

The defense was that only two 
tickets were taken by proxy, by the 
owners of the tickets were in view,. 
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that tickets were taken from minors 
to get rid of them, but they were not 
put in the box, that those elected in- 
spectors soon after startlns In were 
pulled away from their tables and 
that the number of voters present was 
as great as the number of votes cast 
(4 V. p. 123). The ease went over to 
1750, and Jan. 2nd the Assembly re- 
sumed oonsiderinK it (4 V. p. 126). 
Several witnesses' were heard the next 
day and tbe list of taxables of Lan* 
raster County was i>rodurf'd showing 
there were 4r)9S to sliow there wa.s no 
duplication in voting or repeating (4 
V. p. 126). The next day the ease was 
up apaln and the represr-ntative who 
was charged with encouraging plural- 
ity of votes in favor of himself on his 
oath purged hinuwlf and also by wit- 
nesses supported the same (Do. p. 

127). 

January uth, a vote was taken on 
tbe question of Issuing a writ for a 

new ehH-tion becauss the other one 
was fraud; but it was voted down and 
the election was adjudged good and 
regular (Da 127). 

Tbe next day Jan. 6tb the Bberift 
of Lancaster Cotmty was called in and 
admonished that thou'.'h th** jtroofs 
were not sufficient to throw out the 
members returned the method of 
mana.s^ing tbe election in I^ncaster 
County was very irref^(!lar and he was 
warned that hereafter the names of 
those for Assembly must be on one j 
ballot, those for Sheriff on another 
rind those for Coroner on another, 
those for Assessors on another and | 
those for Commissioners on another, I 
and not all on one ballot as has been 
the custom in Lancaster County: that 
inspectors must be more particular in 
tbe ebolee of clerks and choose only 
such as excessive drlnklnc; will imt. 
as heretofore, disable tliein from act- 
ing; that the Sheriff must hereafter: 
call for tbe list of Yoters and have tbe I 
tally taken and preserve tbe tallies: ' 



care must be taken to prevent tumult 
and disorders by placing constables 
at the doors; that the fraud of re- 
peating must be suppressed (4 pp. 
127 and 128). After all this the Sheriff 
had the "cheek" to present a bill of 
•t'20 for his expenses in defending his 
suspicious and crooked proceeding; 
(4 V. p. 142). 

No comment is necessary upon the 
extraordinary election of 1749 in the 
County, except to notice that Chris- 
tian Herr being appointed out as one 
of the chief deflers of the law. It may 
be reasonably inferred that the Oer- 
mans bad control of tbe election and 
that their friends tbe Quakers coun- 
selled them. 

We may conclude loo Uiat they 
knew their case would not suffer in 
review before the Assembly in tbe 
hands of their friends in that body, a 
large majority of whom were Quak- 
ers. 

1749-Sidp BmoHs ef This Tew. 

During this year we have twenty- 
one ship loads of these Oerman-Swlaa 

people. 

Among these ship loads of German- 
Swiss people, we find tbe common 
Lancaster County names: 

2 Adsms— Appels— 2 Bernharts— 
•T Brunners— ♦] Becks— 12 Beckers — 
3 Bauers— 4 Benders — 2 Browns — ^2 
Burkbarts — 4 Benners — 8 Conrads — t 
Diehls — G Eckerts — 6 Fishers — 2 
i'Vnnt— 2 Franks— r, Foxes— 16 Hoff- 
mans — 2 1 lertzlers — 4 Hassiers — 7 
f lubers — 3 Hausers — 2 Hellars — 5 
l^lartmans^ — 1 Hasses — 14 Hesses — 4 
Hahns — 2 liM^ers— 4 Isemans — 2 ,!a- 
cobys — 13 Klines — 3 Konigs — 7 Kel- 
lers — 2 Kramers — 4 Kaucmans — 3 
Kuhns — 3 Kurtses — n Longs — 2 Len- 
harts- ;i Lnt'/.es — 9 Markles — 2 Mess- 
ners— 41 Millers — 12 Meyers— 2 Ma- 
gees— 22 Schaeffers— 25 Snyders — ^2 
Stauffers— 2 Shumakers— 2 Snavelys — 
2 Shumans — o Schleds — 3 Sprengers — 
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4 Shermans — 4 SmelUes— 2 Stelger-j 
waits — 6 Wolfes — 31 Wagners — 19 
Webers— lu Wises— 2 Wanamakers— ; 
2 Workmmii»— 10 Weitsels— 2 Yosts— 1 
2 Taegers— 11 Youngs— 3 Zleglers and. 
4 Zlmnirrnians. 

Also one each of the following Lan- 
caster County names: | 

Arndt — Albert — Albright — Berg- 
er — Brant — Baor — Barr — Bow- 
man — Buchman — Christian — Care j 

— Detweiler — Dellinger — Derr — j 
Diets — Bshleman — Brb — EHierhart | 

— Ernst — Eckman — Fritz — Foltz 

— P'Yanu — Frcy — Hummel — Hersh ^ 

— Herr — Herman — Herman — ; 
Hetrick — Klehl — Kessler — Kern ' 

— Kramor — Kleffer — Kraus — 
Krantz — I^mbert — Lehman — 
Lanyz — Ludwig — Morris — Martin 1 

— Mann — Marsball — Pleffer — j 
Pfnntz — Peters — Rohrh — Roth — | 
Richer — Reinfaart — Schwartz — 
Simon — Schaeffer — Switzer — 
Singer — Stump — St^er — Smelts 

— Stein — Steinmetz — Seltz — 
StauCfer — Shock — Spangler — 
Thomas — Tshudy — Vogel — Wiss- 
ner — Waters — WItmer — Wldmyer 

— W'alker — Warfel — Weldner — 
Walters — Zerfoss and Zwally. 

They came over in the ship '^llofi 
James Adams master— "Cbesterlleld" i 
Thomas Coatani raastor — "Albany" 
Robert Brown master — "St. Andrew" 
James Abercrombie master — "Pri8cil-| 
la** Wm. Mnlr master— 'Xnirlstian" i 
Thomas Brady master — "Two Broth- 
ers" — Thomas Arndt master — "Edin- 
burg" James Russell master— 'Pboe- 
nfx** John Mason master— "Pattenee** 
Hiiirh Stodf^ master "Speedwell" 
James Creagh master — "Ranier" Hen- , 
ry Browning master — "Dragon" i 
Oeorge Spencer master^^Iaaao^ Rob- ' 
ert Mitchell master — "Ann" John 
Spurrier master — "Jacob" Adolph 
DeGrove master— "Leslie" J. Ballen- 
dlne master— %fdia" John Randolph | 
master — "Dragon" Daniel Nicholas i 



master — ^"Pane" Wm. Hyndman mas- 
tor and "Show Good Intent" with Ben* 
jamiu Boswell as master. 

It will be obsenred from the above 
records, tliat these Germans were 

pominK in .^reat hordes now. They 
were nearly all poor Germans at this 
time. The Swiss Immigration had 
practically been ended a few yeari 
earlier. This is a period when the 
Germans began to push to the front, 
as leaders in other lines, besides agri- 
culture in the GountT ot Lancaster, 
and we shall observe from now on, 
(true to their nature), having once 
become accustomed to these matters, 
have never ceased, but paid every in- 
creasing attention to the subject. In 
the last preceding item their iH>liticai 
activity fully appears. 

1749 — .More ContaglouM DiHease Amonic 
German Immigrants — Its Treatment. 

At a Council held Sept 11, this year 
at Philadelphia, the subject of con- 
tagion among our German ancestors 
was discussed again. The minutes (5 
Coi. Rec. 410) of the discussion, are 
as follows: 

"Tl;e Governor having order'd Doc- 
tor Groeme and Doctor Thomas Bond 
to visit the Ship Ftancls and Eliza- 
beth, arriv'd in the Cove below the 
City with Palatines on board from 
iiotterdam, and they having reported 
that she was an unhealthy Vessel, 
several of the Passengers labonrhig 

under an enij)tivp fever which they 
were of opinion was infectious, he had 
order'd the Trustees of the Province 
Island to attend the Council to bo in- 
foriu'd of the Condition of the Pest 
House and what conveniences there 
were or might soon be made for the 
reception and care of the Sick; and 
the Trustees accordln^ily attending, 
together with the Doctors, it appear'd 
on examination that the Place was in 
great Disorder, and that for want of 
room, Housdbold Fnmiture, and snit- 
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able Apartments, the Sick cou'd be 
but indiffiTcntly taken care of, yet 
there being a necessity of immediate- 
ly landing tbe infeeted the TrnttMs 
i rorals'd to put the Rooms into the 
best order they cou'd and to build 
some slight out Houses that might 
senre the present Oeeaslon; where- 
upon the Captain of the Ship Francis 
and Elizabeth was serv'd with an or- 
der from the Governor to remove his 
Vessel to the Mouth of Schuylkill, as 
near to the Pest House as he cou'd 
conveniently lye. to send there all the 
sick and keep the well on Iward, and 
not to suffer any Persons to go near 
them except the Doctors, Necessary 
Nurses, and Servants." 

17M— Law to Prerent CrondlngC!er> 
MB luUgrsnts In Unhealthy 

Ships. 

In prior articles, we have noticed, 
that the greedy ship owners, began 
to -overcrowd immigrants into their 
ships for the purpose of making 
money. This became so bad that the 
Philadelphia merchants began to ob- 
ject to these passengers being treat- 
ed in this way and expo.sed to dis- 
ease and, they brought it to thp at 
tentiou of the Assembly in 1741i, 
may be seen in Vol. 4 Votes of As- 
sembly, p. 121. Conditions became 80 
bad. that citizens be^an to petition 
the Assembly to prevent sick and 
diseased passengers from being im- 
ported. (Do. 178). 

Tt was further contender], when 
the reason for this condition be- 
came known that not more than a 
certain number of these immigrants, 
dopendins upon the size of the ves- 
sel, shall be put on a vessel, and a 
bill was drawn for that purpose (Do. 
182). Tbi.s bill was craiited in the 
Assembly (Do. \?,?,). The Council of 
Pennsylvania, the higher legislative 
body In the Province, also took a 
hand In the matter. The Governor 



also became interested. Among other 
things, ho said that the provisions of 
the new bill ought to make consid- 
erable amendment, while the law 
should be stronger to prevent these 
evil.s. While the Council was debat- 
ing it, the Assembly agreed to cer- 
tain amendments and asked a Joint 
committee on the subject, so that the 
Act be sufficiently stroncr. ("> Co!, 
iiec. 427). The result was that on 
Jan. 27th. 1750. the BUtute was 
I>a.^ped. which is fotind in Vol. 5 
Statutes at Large, p. 94. which sets 
forth that it has been the practice 
for masters and owners of the vea- 
I sels. trading In this province, to im- 
' port so preat a number of CJermans 
' in one vessel, that through want of 
room and accommodations they con- 
tracted mortal and contap;io;is dip- 
eases, which have caused not only 
the death of great numbers of pas- 
sengers; but infected those that have 
arrived, who when they landed, 
spread the disease. The Act then 
provided, that no vessel bound to 
Philadelphia or elsewhere In this 
province, shall Import into Delaware 
River, or any port in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, a greater number of 
passengers In a vessel, than sndi aa 
may be well provided with ^ood 
wholesome meat and drink and nec- 
essaries; and have room for single 
passengers of fha age of over 14 
years, 6 ft. in lenerth and 1 ft. 6 In. 
in width, and if under 14. to contain 
the same length and width for every 
two passengers. Upon tellnre to 
comply with this Act. the parties 
were to be fined 10 pounds for each 
violation. 

Further, the Act provided, that the 
ship owners must know the condition 
and circumstances of all the paaae&» 
arers, and Inquire whether tlip officers 
of the ship have provided them with 
such room and necessaries, aa this 
Act provides. The law fnrtber two- 
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vlded, that if master or officer of the 
ship, bad passengers tbat die on the 
way» leaving goods beblnd, that the 
vessel within twenty days after ar- 
rival, or after the death, should pre- 
sent a true Inventory of the goods, 
out of which the costs of passage 
were to be taken, and the ranainder 
should be given to some person for 
the benefit of the wife or children of 
the deceased. Hits Act the Govern* 
ment of Great Britain approved May 
13th, 1751. 

17M— Gottlieb WttellMrfer Tolls of 
the SnIleilBgB 9t These Gemsas. 

We have another authority npon 
the condition under which these Ger- 
mans had to live while crossing the 
ocean, in the writings of Gottlieb 
Mlttelberger, who Journeyed to 
Pennsylvania in 1760» and knew and 
experienced personally some of these 
conditions. His writings contain his 
experience in coming over and of his 
visit through this section of Pennsyl- 
vania. This we find in a small book 
in the Historical Society of Penn^l- 
vanla at Philadelphia, marked Vg.33. 
Among other things he relates the 
state and unfortunate conditions of 
these Germans who immigrated. 

Mlttelberger was the organist at 
the Lutheran Church at Trappe. He 
says May 1, 17^0. sft out from 
Enzwehlngen. Vaihingen Co., for 
Hcilbronn, where an organ was 
ready to be shipped to Pennsylvania 
— that he sailed with the organ 
down the Necker and Rhine to Rot- 
terdam, with 400 persons, Wurten- 
bergs (Durlach) Palatines, and 
Swi.ss to Cowes in England. Finally 
he landed at Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 
1750. He then says the reason for 
publishing this book Is the grevlous 
conditions of those who travole-1 
from Germany, and the outra'.;p()iis 
proceedings of the "Dutch Man Deal- 
ers" and other man dealing emissar- 



ies—that the journey from Germany 
to Pennsylvania is 1700 french miles, 
and that you pass 36 custom houses 
going down the Rhine. He proceeds 
and says, that it takes 6 weeks to go 
down the Rhine alone — that if u 
woman should die in child birth, that 
the dead mother end the living ehOd 
are both thrown into the sea to- 
gether—that 32 children died on the 
ship that he was on — that every year 
20 to 25 ship loads of Germans and 
Swigs oonio to Pennsylvania— that in 
the last 4 years. 2.5,000 people came — 
that on his way to America a large 
shark was caught and when he was 

bronirht on the vessel and cut open, 
a whole man was found in him witii 
boots and silver buckles on. He says 
that a trip from Durloch to Holland 
in open sea. takes 200 hours and 
often from May to October to cross 
the ocean — that sickness on board 
the vessels is horrible and terrible 
; Stench is present all the time — that 
people vomit continually — suffer 
fi-om dysentery, headache, scurvey, 
I cancer, mouth rot the latter coming 
from old sharply saltpd food and foul 
water — that besides that, they are af- 
flicted with damp, heat, hunger and 
want— that the lice are so thick they 
can be scraped ofl->that when a gale 
rages for two or three nights, misery 
is at its height, people cry nnd pray 
most pitiously — the healthy ones get 
I cruel and curse and some time kill 
I one anotheiv-that a woman in diild- 
' birth ^ because of no iihyslcian pres- 
I ent, It was thought she would die), 
was pushed right into the sea — that 
I children from 1 to 7 years neariy all 
I died from hunger and thirst and itch. 

1750 — OottUeb Mittelbergoi's De- 
scription of the German Snffer- 

iners (Continued). 
As to the food ho says it is dirty 
and that the passengers get warm 
1 food only three times a week— that 
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Uxe water is black and full of worms 
—the biscuits are full of red worms 

and spiders' nests, and finally, that 
when the passengors land, they are 
barely able to walk aud just creep 
from the deck, and when they reach 
the ground they weep for Joy and 
pray and praise God. 

He goes on to say that when the 
cargo is landed at Philadelphia, only 
those who can pay their passage can 
leave the ship — the others arc sold — 
they often stay two or three weeks 
hefore any one will buy them and 
during this time, a good many die. 
As to the cost of the journey from 
Rotterdam to Philadelphia he says it 
^is ip pounds or 60 florins — children 
fi to 10 years old go at one-half price 
—cost from his home to Rotterdam, 
40 llorics. 

He then tellb about how the pas- 
sengers are sold, and tells that It 
begins in a market on board the ship. 
That every day the English, Dutch 
and the High Germans come from 
the city of Philadelphia and other 
places, 20, 30 or 40 hours away, (1 
hour means J miles) and go on 
board the ship aud select and bar- 
gain, the adults agreeing to serve 
three, four or five years for the 
amount that is due; but young chil- 
dreu serve ten to 16 years until they 
are 21 as a rule. He says that msny 
parents must sell and trade their 
children like cattle, for this will 
free them of their passage money. A 
woman must stand good for her hus- 
band's passage, if he should arrive 
sick. If the passenger dies when he 
is half way over, or more than half, 
the other members of his family 
must pay for him; but If ho dies less 
than half way, he goes free. 

Mittelberger then tells of some of 
the customs in his day in PMinsyl- 
vania among the Germans and what 
he learned about Philadelphia. As 
to Philadelphia in 1750 he says, it 



takes 1 da^' to walk arouud the town 
— that there are 300 new houses 

built every year — ^that there are 8 
churches, three English, :! German, 1 
Swede and 1 Quaker — that the lan- 
guage is German and English. Then 
as to Pennsylvania he says (p. 57) 
that this is a very populous prov- 
ince inhabited far and wide — that 
there are new towns here, such as 
Germantown, Lancaster, Rittougs- 
town (Rfiading). As to country wed- 
dings and funerals, as many as 400 
and 500 come on horseback — neigh- 
bors give warning as far as 50 miles 
in 21 hours and give notice to peo- 
l)le to come to funerals— that while 
coming In, good cske is handed all 
and a goblet of hot Wrst Inilia rum 
punch into which lemon, sugar and 
Juniper berries are put — and sweet 
cider is drunk — that the coffins are 
made of walnut stained brown and 
varnished — 4 brass handles are on 
them — and if a young man dies, 4 
maidens carry him, and if a maiden 
dies, 4 unmarried men carry her. He 
said that the German Lutheran 
preacher In Lancaster at that time 
was Mr. Garack — there are no beg- 
gars in Pennsylvania — that on the 
first Sunday of May all make merry, 
those bom in America deck them- 
selves like Indians and no one else 
is allowed to do that He states at 
that time there were pipe organs in 
Pennsylvania, namely in FhHadel- 
phi a, Germsntown, Providence and 
New Hanover and Tulpehocken and 
Tiancaster, — and that they were all 
shipped into this country in the last 
4 years. 

Speaking about the people he says 

an English servant woman In Phila- 
delphia is as elegantly dressed as an 
aristocratic lady in Germany — Eng- 
lish ladies are very beautlfnl and 

wear tholr balr cut short or frizzled. 

Speaking of the development of 
the country he says: in one day's 
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journeying from Philadelphia, you ' 
come into wild, uncleared land ; but 
there are three greftt roads — one: 
from Philadelphia to Delaware and 
Frankfort, one to Germantown and 
Reading; and one to Lancaster. 

This ancient minister and musician ] 
says considerable more in his book: , 
but we have quite enouph to give us 
a general idea of the conditions of i 
the German sections of PennsylvwiU | 
at this time. | 

1750— aenuui.8wlBs to Political Af- 
iitn. 

In Vol. 4, Votes of Assembly, p. 

153, It is stated that tliis yciw a i;r»'at 
multitude of people, mosUy Germans, 
came upon the regular election of- 
ficers at York and with stldis and 
billets of wood, drove them away, and 
broke the windows about the place of 
holding the election: tiirew brick 
bats and took the ballot box away 

and hp]:! the election thninsfl vcs. 
This seems to indicate that tlxe Ger- 
mans were determined that they 
would see that Justice was done at 
the elections? and they etni)loyed the 
methods of getting control, that were 
used by all parties during these 
times, brute force. There was ii sim- 
ilar clash somewhat earlier in l^enn- 
sylvauia. Account of this appears in 
a prior article of these annals. It 
appears that thi.s was a rei^ular elec- 
tion riot between the Irish and Eng- 
lish and the Germans. The case 
came up before the authorities and 
amonir other.*;. Henjamin Swope cave 
his deposition. 'Which appears In Vol. 
two, Ist ser. of Pa. Archives, p. 51. His 
deposition Is In substance as follows: 
That the election was beuiiTi and car- 
ried on by the Sheriff, in u peaceable 
manner, about one hour and one-half, 
and then the riot be^an and the Sher- 
iff went out and quieted the people 
and then he returned. Then Hve or 
six men of the neighborhood of 
Marsh Creek came with clubs and 



another riot happened and the Sher- 
iff tried to quell it; but he was afraid 
of getting hurt — ^that there was fight- 
ing^ among the people, several were 
knocked down — hut at la.st the Dutch 
prevailed and came in a body to the 
nutaber of 150 all around the house 
where the election was held, and the 
Sheriff went out the third time to 
quell the tumult — the election was 
stopped and the ballot box was 
locked up by the Sheriff before he 
went out. When the Sheriff returned 
the box was put on a table and he 
was asked whether he would not go 
on with the election. He said when 
the tumult was over a little he would 
go on but not at present. The Sheriff 
told thf peoplf" if thpy would be quiet 
the election would be opened by him; 
but the people behaved in a disorder- 
ly manner and threatened in theCter- 
man lani^uaze, If their tickets were 
not taken immediately, they would 
break open the door. The Sheriff all 
this time was walking about the 
house in sreat fear and his friends 
advised him to go on with the elec- 
tion at once, or otherwise the people 
would break In. The Sheriff said he 
would not tro on with the election 
that night. Thon Henjamin Swope 
went and told the people in Dutch 
language that they might as well go 
home, there would be no election that 
night. The Dutch answered, that they 
had as good a right to vote as the 
others that voted, and they would 
vote and they began to tear down the 
windows, broke down the door and 
behaved disorderly. Then Swope 
tried to get the Sheriff to go on with 
the election, that he would surely be 
killed if he refused: but he said he 
would take the box into a private 
room ajid count the ballot. Swope 
sail! he would not be present at the 
reading of these tlriiots: because 
there was only one-half of the tickets 
taken In that were there ready to be 
voted. Swope went out to quell the 
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people and when he came back the 
Sheriff was gone. Then the Coroner 
got up on the table and sat on the 
box, which was locked, and proposed 
to go on with the olrction; but it was 
decided the Sheriff mum be sent for. 
By the time they sent for the Sheriff 
he was seen coniin?? throii2:h the 
woods; but the people would not let 
him come In. Then two of the com- 
pany went to get the Sheriff and he 
said he would not come. Then a man 
by the name of Nicholas Ryland said 
he would go on with the election and 
tbey got another ballot box and three 
more Judsos and two Clerks were 
sworn in. Then the election went on 
and was carried on until dark of the 
evening, and It was again proposed to 
send for the Sheriff and read the 
tickets in his presence; but the party 
that went for him said he was tired 
and he wont home. Finally they 
started in reading the tickets and 
found the ticket box was In the hands 
of three t^^^rtics, not regular officers 
and none of the inspectors were pres- 
ent. They read the tickets in both 
the boxes. 

This gives us again a pretty good 

Idea of the manner in which the elec- 
tions were held in those early days. 
That is. they were not always tu- 
multuous like the one Just mentioned. 
They were quite frequently disorder- 
ly, drink was sold and a good many 
persons got drunk. There was a 
great deal of flgbting and Intimida- 
tion. 

We close this incident by saying 
that not only did the Germans who 

were rofusfil. cast tholr vote, but they 
succeeded and won at the election. 

These outrageous proceedin.^s are 
also reported in 5 Col. Rec. p. 468, 
where It Is set fortk that Hans Ham- 
ilton. Sheriff of York Co., in.sfead of 
presenting a return of election, pre- 
sented a petition, to the Council for 
the Province, setting forth in sub* 
stance, that he was by violence, 



driven from the place of election and 
prevented from returning and it was 
not within his power to preside and 

do his duty: therefore, he could make 
no return of the election. He had 
several of his neighbors with him at 
Philadelphia, where the Council sat, 
and they were called in and exam- 
ined and gave their testimony con- 
cerning this matter, and Council ad- 
journed the case until M<mday and 
heard some witnesses. Just what de- 
termination the Council came to is 
not shown. 

The proceedings are also noted in 
5 Haz. Reg,, p. 114, and there it Is set 
forth that the Sheriff had 6 of the 
free holders give their testimony as 
to the person.s that voted during the 
elections, and drew up a certificate 
which they signed. 

The Germans gaTe the following 
explanation of their conduct, to the 
Governor, as appears in Haz. Reg. 
namely: The Sheriff did not open the 
polls until 2 o'clock, at which time 
; the Marsh pcnrle assembled armed, 
surrounded the windows and would 
not let the Dutch people Tote-^hat 
thereupon the Dntch people, being 
the most numerous, broke into the 
Court House and the Sheriff and the 
regular inspectors escaped out of the 
back window — that they Invited the 
Sheriff to come back and he refused 
—that the Coroner took the Sheriff's 
place and proceeded to take their 
tickets — that when the election was 
over, the Sheriff was invited to come 
back to the place, and he r^sed, and 
therefore, the eleetloi| went on with- 
out him. 

llS^—Genm PolHIos in Lnacnattr 
Borough. 

About the year 1750. according to 
Hon. W. U. Hensel's address made at 

the t ime of the celebration of a cen- 
tennial event in connection with the 
Old Trinity Church In 1911, (which 
address appears in the New Bra of 
Ifay 18th. 1911). the Germans took a 
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lively part in political affairs in the 
Management of our Borough. Hen- 
sel said among other things. 160 
rears ago, the oondnet of piditi^ 
eamiwigiis and political electtooB 
wore attended with debauchery and 
controlled by demoralization, which 
no party today could stand for." 
About ttie time Hattdebttb^s preadiing 
was most effective, and 250 persons 
attended his Communions, there was 
a considerable political revolution in 
the town. Adam Simon Kuhn of this 
church entered upon six year's ten- 
are of the office of Chief Burgess. 
Another Lntberan, Jacob Schloogh. 
\va.>^ cVcted Under-Bure;os.«;, and still i 
another Chief Constable; four mem- 
bers were chosen assessors at the 
same election, "more quiet and or- 1 
derly" than ever before known in the | 
history of the town. The pastor In j 
his joy over the prospect of a new 
and more efficient civil administra- 
tion forgot the fever with which he 
was breaking down. I am not pre- 
pared to admit, however, that the 
only issue in that memorable early 
municipal campaign was one of pri- 
vate or p^Jilic morals for I find it' 
recorded by Handschuh in the "liall-, 
Ische Nachrichsten" that "many of 
the Reformed, all of the Moravians, ' 
all the Mennonites without excep- 
tion and even five or six Lutherans 
who were afraid of proper town or^j 
der and discipline, voted on the other i 
side. On the other side, the Episco- 
palians, many of the Presbyterians 
and Irish Catholics, some refined' 
Quakers and all the Lutherans." T 
apprehend it would be diflicult to 
make municipal platforms or select, 
candidates here today for or against' 
whom there could be such allignment ' 
of the voters. Adam S. Kuhn began | 
his term as Chief Burgess of Lancas- 
ter Borough in 1750-1. He also served 
1762-4 and 1755-8. I 



1750— Germans Intended for Halifax. 

Tn the Pa. Gazette of May 24th. 
1750, there is a news item to the ef- 
fect that a Boston dispatch says that 
"They have advices from London 
that a Regiment of Soldiers and 600 
PJnglish settlers with 1500 German 
settlers would be sent over this sum- 
mer: and that they would have a 
.Man of War and two ships stationed 
at Halifax to protect them." 

We are not able to say whether the 
emigrants who were thus expected 
to arrive, landed or not. The item 
is interesting however; because it 
shows us in addition to the natural 
perils of the sea voyage, these peo- 
ple were compelled to run the risk 
of being captured or Interfered with 
by military enemira of G^eat Britain. 

17fi»-Ihnken hi Tirglnia. 

According to Vol. 5 of the Colonial 
Records, p. 531, there were at this 

time "Dunker" settlements in that 
part of Virginia now known as West 
Virginia. These people were a part 
of the migration of Germans and 
German-Swiss into the Shenandoah 
Valley from I.«incaster County. In 
the book and at the page stated, it 
is set forth that a "Dunker" from the 
colony of Virginia came to Logs- 
town in the central part of Pennsyl- 
vania and required liberty of these 
people, to settle on the Youghiougan- 
ny, a branch of the Ohio in Pennsyl* 
vanla. The Indians answered it was 
not in their power to dispose of 
land; that he must appeal to the 
Great Council at Onandago and fur- 
ther that he should first be recom- 
mended by the Governor of Pennsyl- 
vania with whom all such business 
must be transscted. 

This gives us an idea of the early 
existence of that branch, of the non 
resistant German-Swiss Christian or 
Mennonite that have since become so 
strong and Influential in our state. 
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.17M— MMllei'g BliciHioB of Hui- 
•liips on tko Oeoan. 

In the historical work, which we 
Yinv heretofore quoted of Earnest 
.viutilier, p. 245, he discusses in con- 
siderably lengthy statementB the 
hardships of the German-SwlBa poo- 
ple. In coming across the ocean. 
Taking these facts in addition to the 
ones given by Mlttelberger, It makes 
a very Interesting chaittor. Mueller 
gives us a pretty fair idea of why it 
became such a distressing situation 
and bow to correct it 

17fiO-Ship B«coi«B of TMi Tour. 

Durtns this year we have 14 ship 
loads of German Swiss people, and 

we find among them the following 
Lancaster County ntmes: 
2 Aekermans— '2 Albrights — 2 Becks 

— 2 Burkharts — 2 IlaiK r.s— 4 Beyers — ' 
2 Bendcts — \ Beckers — J Bergers — 2 
Conrads— 5 Foxes — 3 Freys — 3 Fish- 
ers— 3 Orors — 4 Gilberts— 2 Hogmans 
—f> Jacobys— 2 Jacobs— 3 Kellers— 2 
Kings— 2 Longs— 22 Millers— 2 Mar- 
tins — 3 Meyers — 5 Peters — 5 Rein- 
harts— 2 Roths— 3 Rohrers— 16 Smiths 
— 2 Sanders — 2 Shaeffers — 11 Snyders 
—2 Shultzes— 2 Steins— 3 Wolfes— 4 
Wagners— 7 Wises— 5 Webers— and 8 
Toungs. 

Also one each of the following 
Lancaster County names: 
Arnold — Benner — Bumgardnerj 

— Bemhart — Bassler — Bricker — 
Cooper — Dietrich — Erkert — Eb- 
erly — Fritz — FolU — Falcli — 
Gerlach — Gardner — Houser — , 
Hess — Herr — Herman — Hensel * 

— Kramer — Leinbach — Leaman — ' 
Lutz — Metzgar — Mast — Oberly — | 
Spangler — Shaffner — Shoop — | 
Werner — Walters — Yaegar — Zieg- 
ler and Zimmerman. 

They came over in the ship "Pa- 
tience." Hugh Steele master — "Ben-| 
net Galley." Wm. Wadham master — I 
"Edinl»nrii;h." James Itussell master 
— ' Royal Union," Clement Nicholson 



master-^AndersoD." Hugh Campbell 

master — "Brothers," Muir master — 
"Two Brothers," Thos. Arndt master 
— "Phoenix," John Mason master— 
"Nancy/* Thos: Cantom maater — 
"Prescilla," Wm. Wilson master — 
"Brigantine Sally," Wm. Hassleton 
master— "Osgood," Wm. Wilkie mas« 
ter— "Brotherhood." John Thompson 
roaster-^and "Sandwich/' Haslewood 
master. 

1750— Mueller on Origin of Ueaier- 
land District 

Earnest Mueller, historian, whom 
we * have mentioned so frequently, 
seemed to have kei:t track of the 
movement of the Mennonite Church 
in America, and seems to have stud- 
ted the history of It carefully. Page 
360 in his book he says In the Weav- 
erland District. Christian Burkhold- 
er was in 1750, the tirst Bishop; and 
we also find Martins. Zimmormans, 
Webers. Wanners, Goods, Newsweng- 
ers (Neiensch wander). Hollinger, 
Nornixigs, Gerhmann (Gaumann), 
Baumans, Wengera, Uechtys, Metz* 
lers, Rissera, Bbersolea, Lehmans, 
Stauffers, Strlcklers. Snyders, 
Schipes. Kreybills (Krahenbubl>, 
also among the pioneers of that dis- 
trict. 

Christian Burkholdor may have 
been a son or other descendant of 
Hans Barkholder, whom we' have 
mentioned before, — a father in the 
Mennonite Church in Switzerland.— 
who died in 1752. 

1750 — >ew Mounient to Expel Swiss 
.>rennonile Tenant*. 

Mueller in his history, p. 245, un- 
der the date of 1750, refers to the 
movement which was inaugurated in 

17"0-:\ to MX pel thpse "Baptists" or 
non-resistents or Mennonltes, from 
the vicinity of Munster (in Alsace); 

but he says the movement was o;)- 

posed by the "Con^re«;ation Court," 
where about 20 of these non-resist- 
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ent religloas families lived. Then be 

recites that this conflict, however, 
went on and it Is summed up in the 
statement made to the Prince Bishop 
ander the date of January 17tb, 1750, 
which statement or representation, 
was signed and joined in by leading 
citizens and especially by the pastors 
of the Reformed Church of St Im- 
men and of Pery. The petition or 
statement recites, that the movement 
to expel these people, Icnown then as 
Anabaptists, began about 20 years 
ago, by those who through wanton- 
ness and litigousnesB or barratry had 
been reduced in circumstances (be- 
came Impoverished), and who* hoped 
'ly tho expulsion of the Baptists to 
get tenantry of the places themselves. 
To counteract this, a representation 
was made by the land owners to the 
Prinop Bishop Johann Kourad which 
was favorably received. But the dis- 
turbance and the petition against 
these people did not cease until his 
Hishnn.'^s. in tho interest of peace 
Anally yielded. This measure did not 
benefit the petitioners; who thought 
that by continually complaining to 
th*' HishoiJ that the Baptists would 
be expelled. But it was found that 
when the Baptists or Mennonites had 
gone away other tenants toolc their 
places who were also Anabaptists or 
non-resistents. 

Then this statement made to the 
Bishop (whether this means Bishop 
Kourad or not, is not very plain) 
l»rocce;ls anti says "that now in 17.'>0, 
this same movement to e.\pei these 
people, is being undertaken again, 
and it will appear as is generally th« 
fact, that it will affect mostly the 
poor people. ' These petitioners, who 
are urging this statement to the 
Bishop, tu interfere for their sake. 
v,:int this to be prevented by a coun- 
ter movement. These petitioners, 
then, go im to state, that the 'Baptists 
are of great benefit to the country 
and they set forth the following, as 



the reasons for that opinion: In 1724 

James Als Coiiradt (Rector) applied 
for land on Conestoga near Mill 
Creek (Pa. Arch., 2d Ser., Vol. 19, p. 
726). 

"By reason of their constant Indus- 
try and thrift tilling the soil as well 
as pursuing trades, principally as 
weavers, by their simple mode of 
living, by their complete avoidance 
of luxury, their shunning of the 
tavern and of litigation (staying out 
of Court), they are enabled to pay a 
much higher rental than others." 
Should the owners be compelled to 
employ as tenants the people who 
have squandwed their own posses- 
sions? Can it be expected that these 
would take better care of property 
belonging to others than of their 
own? In consequence of such a state 
of affairs, the owners WOttId have tO 
sell their lands to sf rangers. Among 
those who are protesting against 
' strange tenants, are such who them- 
selves are tenants, who sell their 
harvester! crops to the strangers, 
even to Baptists, and thereby arc at 
tracting them. The statement that 
those to the manor born, would plant 
more corn than the strange tenants, 
whereby the title of the bishop 
would be Increased, is sophistry. 
For since the great fellinj; of trees 
in tho woods on the Chass* ml i>y 
which arable lauds are to be gained, 
much colder weather manifested it- 
self on the mountains opposite, that 
almost every year there are killing 
frosts, ofttimes only the seed being 
sowed. In spite of all these draw- 
'lafks. it has ^een j^roven that the 
tithe has been increased since the 
presence of the Baptists (P. A.). 

And. indeed, we now hear no more 
of that peculiar social policy of the 
contjresatlon (or communities^. 

From this we can see that these 
non-resistant people did not need to 
nght their battles alone: but that they 
had also good and influential friends 
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in other chnrches, and anion? people 
who did not belong to thoir faith. 
This gives us the information, that 
while the extreme measure of torture 
wp have noted as happening in 
earlier days in these annals, were 
past: yet the non-reslstent, Anabap- 
tist?, were compelled continually to 
look otjt for their interests and to 
malce every effort by all possible 
means, that they could, to seenre 
anything like even the meagerest 
personal liberty. 

1751— Ship Keeords of This Year. 

In the year ITol we havo fifteen 
(15) ship records of these early set- 
tlers, coming Into United States. 

Among the common Lancaster 

Connty names we have the following: 
Two Arnolds — 2 Adams — 2 Becks — 
3 ^Benders — 3 Bernharts— 3 Burkharts 
-^2 Baumans — 3 Ehrharts — 3 Bber- 
h.'i'-t!- .'Foxes — 4 Fishers — 2 Frantzes 
—4 Flicks— 2 Groffs— -2 Gerharts— 7 
Hoffmans — 2 Hubers — 3 Hesses — 3 
Haases^? Klines — 1 King.s~3 Longs 
— 12 Millers— 0 M;uf;ns ~ll Meyers — 
2 Peters — I Reinharts— 2 Rotiis— 16 
Smiths — 6 Shaeffers — 11 Snyders — ^2 
Steins — 2 Straubs — Steigers — 3 
Stcinmetzs — 10 Wolfs— 12 Wagners — 
2 Walters — 6 Wises — 8 Webers — 4 
Toongs— 2 Zlmmermans. 

Also one each Of the followhig Lan- 
caster County names: 

Albright — Brant — Becker — 
\i4icher — Decker — Eckert — Bck- 
nian — Fritz — Fr.inlv — fffrman — 
Heller — Habn - Ilirsh — llartman 
— Kauffman — Lintuer — Messner — 
Stauffer — Sprecher — Werner and 
Weidner. 

They eamo in the Shiji "Anderson," 
Hugh Campbell master — Ship "Shir- 
ley" with James Allen master — Ship 
"Patlenc* " with Hugh Steele master 
—Ship St Andrew," .I;imes Ahor- 
crombie master — Ship "Duke of Bed- 
ford/* Richard Jefferson master- 
ship "Bdlnhurgfa" with James Russell 



master — Ship "Nanry." Thomas Coat- 
am master — Ship "Brothers" with 
William Muir as master— Ship "Two 
Brothers" with Thomas Amot as mas- 
tfr — Ship "Neptune" with James Weir 
as master — Ship "Neptune" with John 
.Mason as master — Ship "Phoenix" 
with John Spurrier as master — Ship 
"Queen of Denmark" with Hcorge 
Parish as master — Ship "Janet" with 
William Cunningham as master, and 
the Ship *'I>ake of Wlrteaherg" with 
Montpelier as master. 

17S1— €hre«t Omum Wheat Crop. 

This year and that of 1752 produced 
for Lancaster County's German farm- 
ers tremendous wheat and other crops. 
The Chron. Ephratense, p. 190, tells 
us that these mercies were not thank- 
fully receive i and appreciated. They 
led men into excesses. Many in their 
wantoness destroyed thhi rich store 
of provisions and fattened their hoira 
on wheat. Others in various parts of 
the county erected distilleries and 
thus consumed the wheat by convert- 
ing it into a poison and thereby 
brought great evil upon the commun- 
ity. See also Rupp 299. 

17it— AmttMr Chrbttaa VnikktMcr 
Letter. 

Among the "Dutch Copies" in the 

Historical Society of Pennsyh ania 
Library, is one written by Christian 
Burkholder, April 4th, 1752, from his 
Palatinate home. It is No. 1521. 

The introducing paragraphs are of 

religious character. 

Then he says. "I want news of 
Nova Scotia of Bngland. etc., for this 
year many of our families want to 
take the jonrney to .Xmerif^a. for they 
are promised much freedom there. I 
want your advice, whether our mem- 
bers shall go or not. Concerning the 
journey to Pennsylvania this ye.ar he 
says, there are many of those who 
would like to go hut have no oppor> 
tunity. They want to go and I feel 
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that we must allow and assist them | early tills spring. It is also said the 
to po. I hope your honors will not 700 men will be put on the "Kings 



object nor make difficult the Journey. 
Unlets tbey apre supported by a cer- 
tiflcate from me, under my hand. I do 



some time 



this 



Works" at Halifax 
montb.'* 

This item shows lis that the Ger 



not advise you to encourasc them. ' man ancestors of that great horde of 
That is as much assistance as I can descendants which now so powerfully 
expect of yon. Do not be displeased | influence America, were quick to gain 
with my frequent entreaty. I send a foothold in all climes and quarters 
my cordial thanks for your condescen- of this land, as soon as they had re- 
sion toward our people and hope the liable knowledge of conditions and 
Lord will reward yon. i prospects bere. 

If your lordshi]) will allow a little i |75f Sllfp BsOtliS Ot TMs TSUW 



aid, there are six orphans in our con- 
gregation of whom three are under 
age — very youns. Three can earn 

thf'ir broad. They all need money for 
support. There is nothing left of 
their parents' property by the time 



Durlns tbe year 1752 we bave 18 
ship loads of these German Swiss 

people. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names we And the following: 



tbe debte and expenses which their I Three Albrights — 5 Becks — 6 Bern- 
oprressors have put upon them are harts— 6 Beckers— 2 Baumans— 3 Con- 
paid. We leave it all to you; but any I rads — 4 Dletricks — « Bberlys — 2 
money your honors give for these Fishers-^ Gehrharta^ii Hoftaaiis^ 

purposes will be well spent. May we '4 Rubers— 2 Hesses— 7 Hermans— 2 



expect an answer by next po.st. 

PHRTSTIAN BUHKilOLDER. 
To Hi.s iionor 

De Knotel of Gerroldshein. 

17'»2 -Death of Hans Rurkholder. 

Early this year (Mueller 213) Hans' 
Burkholder died, at a great age, after ! 
47 years of activity as teacher of the 
Congrej?ation of Gproldshoim. having 
gone through many extremely severe 

trials, and having served his congre- ! Heinhart - Straub - Shaub - Snav 
gation with loyalty and fidelity. _ Weidner - Weidman. 

Hurkholdor was a name of great ' - ohtn <Twn 

. ^ J « 1 J 1 They came over in ine snip iwo 

worth in Germany and SwiUerland in 1 ' „ A^„«f moefAi- 

■ Brotlu I S, Thomas Arnot, master — 

"Edinburgh." James Russel. master 



Hartmans — 3 Kleins — 6 Kings — 3 
Kautzs — « Longs — 2 Ludwigs — SO 
Millers — 14 Meyers — fi Roths — 21 
Smiths — 4 Shaeffers— 11 Snyders— 2 
Shumakers— 3 Wolfes— 3 Walters— 6 
Webers— 2 Wagners-4 Zimmermans 
—3 Toungs. 

There were one each of the follow- 
ing: 

Arnold — Beyer — Berger — Cra- 
mer — Bberbart — Kerr — Holllng- 

pr — Keller — Metzgar — Neft — 



early days. He may have been the, 



^'^^^^u "L"'^';''^'' -"Brothers.- Wm. Mulr. master- 

•of Christian Burkholder spoken of ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

above. ' 



1753— (Germans Settle at Halifax. 
An item in the Pennsylvania Oasette 
Of April 2. 1752. informs us that "By 



"St. Andrew," James Abercromble. 
master— "Ann Galley," Charles Ken 
neway, master — "Richard & Mary," 

.John Mooro, master — "Anderson," 



letter from Halifax dated 21st of Hugh Campbell, mastt-r— "President," 



last month, 700 Germans are going to 
settle at Mallagash Harbor, twelve 



Captain Dunlop as master — "Nancy. 
John Ewlng, master — "Flttrest," Pat- 



leagues to the westward of Halifax rick Ouchterlony, master— "Snow Ket- 
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tey,"' Theopolls Barnes, master — 
"Duke of Wurtemberg," Daniel Mont- 
peller, iiia8ter~-"Bawley," John Qrove, 
maiter — "Phoenix," John Spurrier, 
master — "Queen of Denmark." George 
Parish, master — "Louisa." John Pit- 
cairn, master — and ship "Phoenix** 
with Reuhen Honor as master. 

1769— Ctoniau and Laneaster Town* 

In 1752 the town of Lancaster, ac- 
cording to Hazard's Register (Vol. 
p. 116) had 311 taxables — that is 
about 1800 souls. We remember then 
in 1744 Witham Marshe in his Journal 
or diary called it a filthy Dutch town. 
It was no doubt most largely made up 
of German people both in 1744 and in 
1752. But at neither dates was it 
ihysicilly iinolean. The scruV) and 
mop were too constantly in evidence 
to allow slovenliness. 

17oS — Contlnnons Arrhal of Palatine^i. 

Immigration of Palatines continued 
to be a snbjeet of live interest in and 
about Philadelphia r\t this date fas it 
had been for many years). In the 
Pennsylvania Gazette of September 
20th« this year, it is stated: "Since 
our last, the Captains Russel Still. 
Moore & Lickty arrived here with 
Palatines, and the following are daily 
expected: Arnott — MSSOO — Coolan 
— .Muir — Pitcalrn — Abercromhie 
and Lyon from Hamburgh, Captain 
Brown from Maryland and Captain 
Crawford from New York both with 
Palatines sailed before Captain Rus- 
sel. 

17il— BarkhsMer^ Fntfesr AMee. 

From Oerroldshelm on Nov. 20th. 

IT.'n, rhristian Rurkholder writes to 
Di> Ivnatel a^ain, and after gendin?: 
Christian greetings and expressing 
surprise that former letters are not 
answered, says, he thanlt.s all friends 
for heli»in^ the projected rolony in 
•Nova Scotia. He also tiiaiiks them 
for Icindnesses, shown to his father 
during his life. The great need drives 



him to ask further favors of aid. He 
says their people do not have even 
enough of bread. He tlien says "I 
inform you I am greatly troubled to 
feel that you think the money is for 
myself. We need what we ask, for 
the help of others. It is Christlike to 
help others. He hopes that those in 
power will take "our part" when wo 
are assailed, or when any speak evil 
against "us." He then concludes and 
.says "Our congregation ha.s been pro- 
ceeded against again — another decree 
has been made against us — ^the Lord 
will turn it all to great good." 

CHRISTIAN BURKHOLDBR. 

1751— SUp BmwIs af This Yemt, 

Diirins: the year 1753 we have S 
shiploads of these early German- 
Swiss people. 

Among the common Lancaster 
County names we have the following: 

Two Bakers — 3 Bausmans — 3 Cram- 
ers— 8 Longs—S Leanords— 3 Fishers 
— 3 Hartmans— 5 Hoffmans— 5 .Millers 
—2 Kuhns— 6 Browns — 7 Snyders — 3 
Wagners — 12 Smiths — 3 Klines and 5 
Webers. 

Also one each of the following: 
.\rnold — Adams — Bernhart — 
Urenner — Engel — Krey — Gerhart 
— Jaooby — Hellar — Metsgar — 
nollin2;er — Kast — Srhiel — Ru- 
dolf — Wise — Young and Zicgler. 

They came in the Ship " Two Broth- 
ers" with Thomas Amot as master — 
•St. Michael," Tho.s. Ellis as master — 
"Buelah," with Captain Richey as 
master — "Queen of Denmark," with 
George Parish as. master — "Bdln- 
biir.:;h,'' with .Tames Russell as mas- 
ter — "Patience," with Hugh Steel as 
master — "Richard and Mary" with 
John Moore as maatw — "Lsamley" 
with John Lack ley as master. 

17^4— Palatines Again CoatiMt Ship 

Diseases. 

This year a report was made by the 
surgeons employed at Philadelphia to 
enforce the quarantine against "Sick- 
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ly vessels," arriving in thai city. (6 
Col. Rec. 173-5). Tho following ac- 
count ol conditions is given by them. 
TlMy say «ii pMsengers are llabto In 
crowded vessels to fevers from foul 
air — fevers from contact with others 
in small rooms — fevers from infec- 
tions matten brought on board. The 
steam of h\]z:o water and tho lue-ith 
of great numbers between decks made 
the air putrid and produces poisons. 
Animal putrefaction is added to this 
and also uncleanliness. The sickness 
caused makes the victims rage in de- 
lirium. The poisons stay in the ships 
after the people land. 

This year (17r)l) we have had these 
fevers again, the same as in 1741. It 
spread from the ships to the wharves 
and over large areas in Philad(^li)hla. 
Vessels that bring ronvirts and serv- 
ants are the worst. Among the poor 
Germans it is so bad that often half 

of them porish. Rtit not all by the 
fevers breaking out about the wharf 
came from the Palatines. But that 
their numerous arrival In such con- 
ditions do add "fresh fever'" is prob- 
able. It is true that too often the 
State of Palatine ships Is concealed 
from the physicians who visit them 
in sneh a manner, that it is impossi- 
ble to discover 11, from anythin:^ they 
can see on board. 

Thus we see that in spite of the 
"humane" law of a few years prior, 
requiring more space and greater 
sanitation to be provided by ship 
owner.s, for poor pa.sscni;ers, great 
epidemics of .sickness were prevalent 
In this ocean travel. 

IIH — German Immli^ants Hurled in 
Strange Burying Grounds at 
FkUadelpUa. 

Thomas Oreene and Thomas Bond, 

medical inspectors for the Province 
of Penn.'<ylvania, gave an account of 
the deaths, occurring largely from the 
contagions diseases, in a report to the 
Qovemor, this year. The subject 



seemed to have claimed the attention 
of the early Government of Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 6 Col. Kec, p. 168 to p. 
176, a considerable amount of Inform 
mation on the subject may be found. 

Among other things, in their report, 
these surgeons state (p. 173) that they 
inspected the different contagious dis- 
eases on these ships, and have given 
their view of the cause of the same. 
On page 176 they state the number of 
Palatines who recently died from the 
fevers and were buried, to be 2r)3 dur- 
ing the year 1754. They were buried 
In what was known as the "Strangers 
Burying Ground.'* Th^ state that 
Alexander Stedman reports 62, Henry 
Keppely 39, Benjamin Shumaker 57, 
Daniel Beneset 87. Michael HllligasS. 
This gives us an idea of the contin- 
ued difUcuUies under which these 
people suffered. 

17M— PelMIOBt of the ta 
Phlliiiolfkte. 

This year the Germans who had 
newly arrived and who were dis- 
persed throughout the City of Phila- 
delphia and its neighborhood, in a 
penniless, sick and other unfortunate 
condition, had their friends draw up 
a petition for them, and set forth 
some of the evils they were compelled 
to undergo, etc. 

The petition was read in Council, 
Dec. 21, 1754. by Richard Wistar, and 
is found in the second Volume of the 
Pa. Archives, p. 217, as follow.-;; 

"It's humbly requested that the 
Governor would please to take the 
present unhappy situation of ye poor 
Germans dispersed thro* this City and 
the neighborhood under his consider- 
ation. 

Our complaint is not i^o nmch of 
such as are called sick houses, that 
is houses hired by the merchants for 
the reception of their sick, tho' wo 
have reason to fear that fhrm is not 
such sufficient provision of food, 
clothing and fuel made for the slck» 
even in those houses as their weak 
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condition anil the severity of the 
weather requires. 

But our ehtet complaint Is on the 
behalf of such as the Importers don't 
look upon as under their care, hav- 
ing as they term it, discharged them- 
selves of thesi. These are people In 
years, others with very small chil- 
dren, and especially widows with 
small children, who not being able to 
pay their passages nor fit to be boim<1 
out as servants, the merchants have 
discharged them upon their own se- 
curity, or after iaterchangeably bind- 
ing them one for another, generally 
keeping their chests which contain 
tlMir cloathes, tools, &c., & often 
best bedding as a Ikrther security, 
m^ny of these are now dispersed as 
lodgers In many houses In town, in 
the outskirts and in the small plan- 
tations near it, generally destltnte of 
necessaries, not only to i est ore them 
to health, but even to keep them 
alive; such as are able to go abegging 
to the terror and danger of the inhab- 
itants, who from the smell of their 
cloathes when brought near a fire and 
infectious disorder which many of 
them are not free from, apprehend 
themselve.«: In great danger. And 
those who are not able to beg must 
inevitably perish of misery and want, 
as it's believed that scores if not 
hundreds liave already done this fall. 
It's therefore earnestly requested that 
the Qovemonr would pl«ise to direct 
that a particular inquiry may be made 
in this melancholy case." 

1764 — Address of the Philadelphia 
Qerauui Protestants to the 
GoTernor. 

riiis year according to Vol. 2, of 
the Pa. Archives, p. 200. the German 
Protestants of Philadelphia and the 
vicinity, delivered an address to the 
(Jovernor of Pa., the following were 
the subjects, after first setting forth 
that they were of various religious 
denominations: 



I That they appreciated the excel- 
lent government under which they 
live, where the best privileges In the 
known world are estsbllshed. 

They praise the government of 
PennHylvauia for the "inestimable 
liberty of conscience" and adminis- 
tration of laws, resulting from the 
plan laid down by Wm. Penn of im- 
mortal memory." 

3. They have great affection towards 
the King; and are thankful for the 

continued succession of the Protestant 
rulers on the liritish throne; and they 
have very great respect for the gov- 
ernors, that have been sent from time 
to time, though they have not public- 
ly said so, heretofore, because of their 
people living so far apart over the 
province, and because they were 
modest and feared it WOttld be looked 
ui)on as audacious 

4. They remind the government 
that in the past th^ were accused 

publicly in England, of being airnlnst 
the govt r anient; but they say no 
single instance can be pointed to. 

6. That this address Is the name 

of all classes of Protestant people, 

(except a few ignorant unmttnnerly 
|)eople, who lately came amoug 
them) and these same people were 

always inclineil to submit themselves 

under Romisli slavery. 

6. They firmly stand with the ICing 
of Britain and Parliament In their 

effort to overthrow the designs of 
the French King, who are trying to 

disturb our peace. 

Finally they say that being confi- 
dent, that the Government of Penn- 
sylvania and of the King of Great 
Britain and Parliament will not bf> 
moved by the various defaumtions 
made against them, and believing In 
the love of justice, to Great Britain, 
they now do this to deface unjust 
clamors at home, and in Ehigland. 
against them and promise to prove hj 
their loyal behavior, their affeetloa 
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for this government. They thenglgn 

their names as follows: 

Michael Schlatter 
George HItner 
Marcus Kuhl 
Christian Srhneyders 
Henry Keppele 
Jacob Pelners 
David SusholtB 
Rudolph Buner 
Friedrich Mauss 
Bmest Knrts 
Henrlch Basslrr 
Johannes Camber 
Mathias Cline 
Blattiaa Abell 
Jacob Kcanke 
Jacob Kopp 
Henry Antes 
Qeorge Hubner 
Christopher Sholtze 
Peter Pennebacker 
Henry Kedc 
Henry Muhlenberg 
Michael Walther 
Mathias HoUeubach 
Chrlatophe Rabe 
John Schrack 
Philip Lidick 
Peter Brunnboltz 
Mathias Helnselmann 
George Graff 
Johann Caspar Rubol 

The exact trouble or cause, made 
against them la not made very plain: 
hut it Is likely it was similar to the 
accusations mado so many years 
against them, that they were not loyal 
to the government See Tol. 2, Pa. 
ArchiTea, p. 200. 

17M— Ocnutti ami. OUicrs te Lnacas- 
tcr This Tear. 

It will be remembered that we gave 

a brief picture of Lancaster at least 
as far as the German-Swiss element 
was concerned, under the date of 
1744. at the time Witham Marsh e 
wrote in his diary the impression he 
received while visiting here. 



Ten years later in 1754, (6 Haz. 
Reg. 28-29) Governor Pownall vijilted 
this section and he has written what 
he saw. I malte a note of this here» 
because at that time, the bniMings, 
and the improvements on property, 
etc., were more largely carried on by 
the Germans and Swiss who lived 
here, than by the Irish, English and 
Scotch Irish. He says "Ijancaster ia 
a growing town and making money— > 
manufacturing saddles and pack-sad- 
dles and guns — it is a stase town — 
500 houses — 2000 population. i3etween 
Lancaster and Wright's Ferry I saw 
the finest farms any one could i.o.ssl- 
bly see. It belonged to a Switzer. 
Here it was I saw the method of 
watering the meadows by catting a 
trough in the side of the hill, for the 
springs to run in. The water would 
run over the sides and water the 
wliole of the ground. If the plan be 
used In England. I never saw it." 

A town called F]i)hrafa lies near 
Lancaster, settled by people called 
Donkers, Doopers^Dimplers; they are, 
r think, a queer set of protestant 
regulars. 

Captain Gustavus Cunningham has 
given this picture of Lancaster, which 
he drew as an inference from Gov- 
ernor Pownall's Journal. "When Gov- 
ernor Pownall visited Lancaster there 
was not one good house in the town. 
The houses were chiefly of frame, 
filled In with stone — of logs and a 
few of stone. When Lancaster was 
laid out It was the desire of the pro- 
prietor to raise an annual revenue 
from the lots; no lots were therefore 
sold of any large amount; but settlers 
were encouraged to build and receive 
a lot, paying an annual sum of ground 
rent — hence the large number of poor 
|)er8ons in indigent circumstances 
who were in 1 need to settle in Lan- 
caster. The Lancaster town was 
therefore too large at an early period 
in proportion to the population of the 
surrounding country, and Its Inbabi- 
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tants suffered much from want of 
employment as from its local situa- 
tlod remote from water, it was not 

or oould it ever possibly .become a 
place of business. The proprietor 
was therefore, wrons in forcing the 
building and settlement of Lancaster. 
The town out'-^row its strength and 
\oo]i^ (lull and gloomy in conse- 
quence. 

17S8~8Up Becords. 

The following is an additional list 

of shii)s for this year: Ship Pe^.if.v, 
James Abercrombie, master, qualifled 
Sept. 24-^bip Brothers. Wm. Muir. 
waster, qualifled Sept. 26 — Ship Wind- 
sor, Sept. 7, John Good, master — Shi]> 
Halifax, Capt. Coatam, master, quali- 
fied- Sept. 27— Ship Two Brothers, Capt. 
Thnnia.s Arnot, master, qualified Sept. 
1!8 — Ship Rowand, Arthur Tran. mas- 
ter, qualifled Sept. 28— Ship Edinburgh, 
Capt. Lyons, master. Sept. 29 — Shii> 
Louisa. Capt. John Pitcairn. master, 
qtialifio l On. 2 — Ship Kastorii Urauch. 
Capt. James .N'evin, master, quaiitied 
Oct. 3. There ships all oame from 
.A.ni.sterdani. 

The Ship fJood IIoi)e, John Trump, 
master, qualHled Oct. 1 — Ship Friend- 
ship, James Selx, master, qualifled 
Nov. 19. These two ships came from 
Hamburg. 

This makes a list of eleven ships, 
and 931 passengers. 

On these ships, in which the ages 
arc a;iv(<n, the average age of the iiii 
migrants is: 27 years, the oldest 
being 50 years and tl)e youngest 
being 15 years. 

On the ship Peggy, the average age 
in tlie men's list i.s L".t yeiirs. the old- 
est being 54 years and the youngest 
being 17 years. On the ship Brothers ' 
the average age being liH years, the 
oldest being 'M years and the young- 
est being 20 years. On the ship Hali- 
fax the average age being 26 years, | 
tlio oiri. st being FiO yesrs, and thei 

y()un'-;<'st lieing 15 years. 

in the men s list on the ship Eilin- 



burgh the average age is 27 years, the 
oldest being 48 years, and the young- 
est being 16 years — on the ship 
Louisa, the average being 26 years, 
^he oldest being 41 years and the 
youngest being 17 years — on the shij» 
FViendahip, the average age being 30 
years, the oldest being 44 jrears and 
the youngest being 17 years. 

The names which appear most 
numeroosly among these passengers, 
which are common Lancaster County 
names are the following: Wagner. 
Lintuer, Berger, Brown. Arnold, Mil- 
ler, Martin, Smith, etc. 

It will appear from these figures 
that these were mostly young peo- 
ple. 

1754— SUp Becords of This Year. 

The ships arriving at Philadelphia, 
in 1754, with Palatines, that is Ger- 
mans and German-Swiss immigrants, 
this year, were: 

Neptune, with John Mason as mas- 
ter, qualined Sept. 24, 1784 — Kancy. 
Captain John Ewing as master, who 
took the oath Sept. 14, 1754 linhabi- 
tants of Loralne) — ship Barclay, John 
[Irown as master, who took the oath 
Sept. 14. 17.'4 — Brothers. Capt. Muir 
as master, qualifled Sei-t. 30, 1754 — 
ship Edinburgh, with James Russell 
as master, qualified Sept. 30, 1734— 
!*hip Neptune. Capt. Ware as master, 
iiualilied Sept. 30, 1754 — ship Phoenix. 
Capt Spurrier as msster. Oct. 1, 1754 
^shii) Peg.gy, with Capt. .\bercrombie 
as master, qualified Oct. 1754 — 
ship Henrietta with Jolin Hoss as 
master, qualifled Oct. 22. 1754— ship 
Halifax with Thomas Coatam as mas- 
ter, qualified Oct. Ji'. 1754 — ship Mary. 
Capt. .Moore as master, quaiitied 
Sept. 30» 1754. All these came from 
Rotterdam. 

We li ne the following from Am- 
sterdam : 

Friendship, with Charles Ross as 

maste:-. qualified Oct. 21. 1754 — shi.> 
Banister with John Dyles as master, 
qualifled Oct. 31, 1754 — Mary and 
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Sarah, with Tapt. Broderirk as mas- 
ter, qualified Oct. 26, 1754— John and 
Elizabeth, with Ppter Ham as master, 
quallfled Nov. 7. 1754. 

We have the following from Ham- 
burg: 

Neptune, with \Vm. Wallace as mas- 
ter, qualified Dec. 31, 1754-~«hlp Ad' 

vf-ntiire. with Jos. Jackson aa mas- 
ter, (I'Kilifiprt Sept. 25, 1754. 

This makes a list oi 17 ships, and 
In all we have 1778 paaaengers. 

Some of the well known Lancaater 
County iKiiix's are: Hartmnn. Shaef- 
fer, Miller, Brubaker, Kaiiffman, Lon'.;. 
Smith, Conrad, etc. The names that 
occur moat numeroua are: Miller. 
Hartman. Smith, Weber, etc. 

KM— Irish to Leave LiMMter Co«B« 
ty to GenuiBS. 

Imnit'diately after the Indian treaty 
of 1755, the proprietors of Pennsylva- 
nia told their agenta that "In all aales 
made by them, that they ahould take > 
particular pains to encourage emigra- 
tion into Cumberland County, from 
Lancaater County, aa aerlotis diatnrb- 
ances .had arlaen In consequence of 
dispute between the Irish and the! 
Germans at election. The proprie- ' 
tariea desired that York be aettled by 
Germans, and Cumberland by Irlah." 

This is cited in 15, Hazard s Regis- 
ter, p. 81, but the source of the 
knowledge la not aet forth. We have 
noticed heretofore that the Scotch- 
Irish and the Germans ever since 
1742, had election conflicts; and we 
remember in 174i»-50 and 51 thattboae 
e lection fights were particularly bit- 
ter in Lancaster and York counties. 
This gave the Government sutlicient 
cauae to deal re the aeparation of 
these two natlonalitlea, that "would 
not mix." 

I 

17S»— Ma.«isachusetts Invites the Ger- 
mans and Swiss. 

This year Dr. Jonathan Mayhew 
who preached election sermons iui 



Massachuaetts. to his congregation 
tjust as many other minist'n.s of the 
New England States did to their con- 
gregationa), atated In hia aermon.be* 
fore the Governor and members of the 
Le^iislatnre of Massachusetts, that 
though Pennsylvania will have some 
inconvenience from too many unaa- 
similated Germans coming among the 
people, yet the growth and prosperity 
of the province of Pennsylvania, has 
become a fact, largely becauae of the 
great number of German and Swiss 
people, inhabiting there. He further 
said, that Massachusetts had too 
many Bngliah* now to be hurt by the 
ad-mixture of these foreign racea,and 
that he advocated ail proper meaa- 
ures to be used to encourage the Im- 
migration of forelgnera from the 
Palatinate. (See election sermons for 
1754, pp. 30 to 48. and Fairchild on 
'Immigration," p. 46.) 

Indeed, not only Maasachoaetta. but 
other provinces invited the German- 
Swiss to settle among them. As early 
as 1726 Ctovernor Clarke, of New York, 
aent a circular advertiaement to Ger- 
many, which was distributed far and 
vtide, offering to give free, 500 acres 
to each of the first 200 families from 
the Palatinate that would come to 
New York. The Invitation did not 
meet with any great success. This 
may be partly from the fact that the 
Germana who went to New York with 
Governor Hunter 1709, (about :mo of 
them), soon found the laws there not 
favorable to them, and about 1722 
they nearly all left and came to 
Pennsylvania, and settled on the Per- 
kiomen Creek. (See Doc. Col. Hist. N. 
Y. Vol. «, p. 60.) 

Additional lis;ht upon the influence 
and effect of the Germans in Penn- 
sylvania can be found in Watson's 
Annate. Vol. 2. pp. 266 and 267. 
17e&— CrowdiBg Geraana Shipa 
Agali Causes TrovUe. 

We liav.' noticed In several [)rior 
articles, efforts were being made to 
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prevent rrowding poor Germans and 
Swiss on ships. In Vol. S, Col. Rec, 
p. 225. a bill was entered to prevent 
importation r.f r.crmans in too great 
numbers, on vessels, and was deliv- 
ered to the Governor, and he gave the 
Aaaembly a message upon the same. 
The Governor stated, several parts of 
the bill were against the principles of i 
humanity— that more power was given 
to the magistrates than was consist- 
ent with justice — that In other sec-, 
tioDfi they were excluded from exer- 1 
daing ri^ta which belonged to them I 
and in general the bill they intended 
to have passed into a law, amounted 
to an absolute prohibition of Germans 
being '•immigrated.*' and this he said, 
would meet with disfavor in Hn^^land. 
as England was now convinced these 
people were a great help in develop- 
ing this Province. 

This German bill, as it was called, 
came up later, and the Assembly laid 
another answer before the Governor. 
(See p. 243.) They said that they 
consider the bill to prevent immigra- 
tion of Germans, to be of utmost im- 1 
portance to the health frf the people, 
and because trouble is arising from 
this, they ask the Governor to make 
this a law. as nearly like the proposed 
act as possible. The Assembly fur- 
ther explain, that they were attempt- 
ing to strike at the owners of the ves- 
sels, who were making a business of 
importing these people, in the same 
manner as you would import com- 
modities for sale and merchandise — 
that is, carrying on a kind of slave 
trade. They insist that these are im- 
portant matters on the bill: but in 
other respects, if the Governor 
wishes to amend it, they are satisfied. 

The matter dragged along until 
about April. IT'T-. nnd then a coiiy of 
the proposed act was laid before the 
Council (p. 345). This copy says, in 
order to prevent spreading contagious 
diseases, it is found necessary to add 
to the insufficient laws; because dis- 



eases have spread all over the prov- 
ince. The Act then goes on to pro- 
vide that no commander of any ship, 
having on board more than 50 per- 
sons, including mariners and all. 
shall bring his ship nearer than 3 
miles from Philadelphia, land any 
goods or passengers, until the health 
officers and i)hysiciana examine it 
and the license from the Governor al- 
lows the landing. A penalty of 150 
pounds is attached. 

From this point on a large number 
of amendments and changes of more 
or Ic-^s importance were made in the 
bill— the subject occupying about ten 
pages in Colonial Records. It then 
appeared to be in proper shape, but 
when the Governor sent it to the As- 
sembly, they returned It and com- 
plained of the personal amendments 
that the Assembly demanded, the Gov- 
ernor refused to carry out. 

17m— EBMBVel /ini merman's PoUtt- 

cal Career. 

One of the greatest figures in Penn- 
sylvania, before the Revolution, was 
that of Emanuel Zimmerman, the Eng- 
lish equivalent of whose nhvae Is 
Emanuel Carpenter. He began his 
political career In 1765. He was a 
member of the Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania seventoon consecutive years, up 
I to and including 1771. Many times. he 
requested his fellow citizens to cease 
voting him into office; but they would 
not do it. In spite of his protests, 
year after year, they elected him by 
great majorities. When the end of 
his career came, a large meeting of 
citizens gathered together in 1772, 
and passed resolutions, thanking him 
for his great services. We shall try 
to give a complete account of this, at 
the proper date. 

Besides, being a member of the Leg- 
islature, he was Justice of the Peace. 
President Judge of our Courts, which 
position he held up to his death in 
17S0. He shed as much luater on tlio 
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early history of onr county, as George 
. Hoss and some other great figures 
(Harris 129). 

An Interesting biographical sketch 
of his raroor will be found also in 
Vol. 7 Ilaz. Register, p. 152. The 
writer of tbe Register Mys, he was 
tbe mo.st distinguished of the early 
settlers. He possessed an ardent love 
for liberty In every form — ^his mind 
was finely organized, and bis influ- 
ence was powcrfull alike, over all the 
non-resistant religious sects, as well 
as over the Lutherans and Calvinists; 
and they all appealed to him for ad- 
vice in every measure. He was born 
in Switzerland, in 1702— he first be- 
came presiding Justice of the Com- 
mon Pleas Court in 1760 and re- 
mained on the bench for 20 years, uii 
til his death. He was also a historian 
and gathered np such history of the 
non-ros;Ft;int people as he could 
From his race an illustrious line has 
descended. 

175«— The QuBhtf ef the German- 
Swlas Now AiflTlig Has 
Beeom^ Low. 

From tbe debate, between the As- 
Fonibly and thn Governor and Coun- 
cil, we arc shown, the German-Swiss 
immigrants who were now coming, 
were very different from those whcj 
came to Pennsylvania 2.") years ear- 
lier. This appears in the contest on 
the bill, which was attempted to be 
passpci improving the condition of 
shipping, and to prevent undeslrous 
Germans from coming. 

This German Mil was again ctm- 
sidered May 14th, 1755 (See 6 Col. 
Rec. 382). At that time the reply to 
the Assembly's answer was given by 
the Ck>nncil to the Assembly. Tbe 
novornor and the Council still insist 
on their amendments or most of ihcm. 
The Assembly sent another message 
to the Government, later the same 
day, which is found p. 384. In this 
message they say they are anxious toj 



make proper provisions to prevent the 
spreading of diseases in the future, 
and that the bill they first suggested 
was a fair ono — that many of thes*" 
imjni'^ranls were perishing for want 
of change of clothes, room and neces- 
sities on the ship— that the Governor 
and the Assembly could get along 
very well in enacting legislation; but 
the Council are Interfering too much 
and this obstructs legislation. The 
.Assembly then go on and state that 
the Germans now coming are of en- 
tirely different grade from those who 
first came. They state that at first 
and for a considerable time, the fam- 
ilies were persons of substance, in- 
dustrious, sober people, who brought 
with them, chests of wearing apparel, 
and other neces.sarios; but that for 
some time past, the passengers who 
are thus fortunate, are sent on other 
vessels, so as to Iravo more' room for 
crowding in the mtsora))le Germans 
in greater numbers, who are now 
coming. They also complain* that In 
order to bo secure for the fare, of 
those who died on the vessels, which 
was the case lately, they hold th» 
passengers* trunks, and they ar» 
crowded In the ships without any 
change of clothes or any means of 
keeping themselves dean. Theyeom> 
plain that the Governor has cut out 
of the bill, the provision the Assembly 
desired to change this for the better. 
They also state that they tried to 
pro\ iio for pure air which the Gov- 
ernor cut out. 

The Assembly then proceeds and 
says the immigration of the Germans 
for some time, past, are composed of 
a great number of the refiigeps of 
their people, and that the jails supply 
some of tiiem. Therefore, the Assem- 
bly think It reasonable to prevent all 
such coming — to prevent the ship 
owners from exacting grevious bonds 
or securi^, but tbe Governor cut this 
out. The Assembly say that from the 
late Immigration, many numbers of 
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these Germans are beggars from door 
to door, and that many of them who 
have bound themselves out for serv- 
IcOi have loatbesome diseases and are 
unfit for service. The Governor has 
strtiek thia ont The reault is, the 
rnattf^r r»ndcd In a dead-lock for a 
long time, and the bill failed of pas- 
sage for a considerable time. 

17ui— Christopher Saner^s Joy in 
Pennsylranla Ileligioiis liberty 

Our early local ancestors were 
careful to send hack to their old 

homo the Koofl new? of religious 
liberty enjoyed hero. In 1711 the 
first settlers of Lancaster County did 
SO, the T«y first Spring they lived 
here. After that many s^lad tidings 
went back to the old home. One of 
the most promlnont of the en- 
thusiasts over the good things to 
live here, was Christopher Sauer. He 
was learned and influential. In 1756 
he wrote to Governor Denny: "When 
I came to this province and found 
everything to the contrary from 
where I came from, I wrote largely 
to all my friends and acquaintances 
of the Civil and ReIl--;!oiis liberty, 
privileges, etc, and of the goodness 
I have heard and seen; and my let- 
ters were printed and reprinted and 
provoked many thousand people to 
come to this province ( and many 
thanked the Lord for it and desired 
their friends also to come here." 
(Brumbaugh's History of the Breth- 
ren). 

II0O—A German Is Vhlvi Iturgess of 
Lancaster Horo. 

We have noticed before that the 
Germans began (about 1760) to take 

an active political interest in our 
local affairs. After this lesson was 
learned they kept on holding "fast 
to that wihich" was "good." In 1750.1 
and In 1752-4 and In ITH.'-G Adam 
Simon Kuhn was selected Chief- 
Bnrgess of Lancaster borough, then a 



good sized and flourishing town. 
Jacob Sdilaueh was under-hurgees 

and also another German was elect- 
ed Constable. (See Hensel's Ad- 
dress, New Era, May IS. 1911). 

ll^i — The Governor Complains 
Against Eil'orts to Dig- 
•Hact tte CtenmBi. 

In Vol. 6 Col. Rec p. 621, we liave 
the following complaint in Governor 

Morris's 11.* .'isage to the Assembly:— 
"You have in the .Message now he- 
fore yon, and in several other, taken 
great pains to infuse into the minds 
of the people particularly the Ger- 
mans, tiiat the Government have de- 
signs to abridge them of their 
Privileges and to re.iuce them to :\ 
State of Slavery. This may and will 
alienate their affections from his 
Majesty's Government, destroy that 
Confidence in the Crown and its 
Delegates, which at this time is par- 
ticularly necessary, and render all 
the Foreigners among us very indif- 
ferent as to the success of the French 
attempts upon this Continent, as 
they cannot be in worse Circum- 
stances under them than yon have 
taught them to expect from the 
King's Government." 

"This you may with your usual 
Confidence call Duty, Loyalty, and 
affection to his Majesty, but I am 
convinced it will not be esteemed 
such by his Majesty and his Minis- 
ter, before wliom all these matters 
must be laid, and how the innocent 
people of this Province may be af- 
fected thereby Time will show." 

And in the same book p. 681 the 
.4ssembly reply and say the Gover- 
nor knows that his charges against 
them of trying to turn the Germans 
against the Government is false and 
that lie does not believe the charges 
himself and knows that no one else 
believes them. 
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19U-PrfMttlTe Ckareh Pvtpcfties 
•f CMiefCof a ami PeqaM Be- 
enrei by Oar Earlf Men* 
Donlte Fathers. 

In the Recorder's Offlcc at Lau- 
casier in Deed Bouk D. Page 296 
tbere Is recorded a Deed dated July 
1. 1755, between Stephen Prinnaman 
& Margaret his wife and John Burg- 
bolder all of Conestoga, in the 
County of Lancaster and Province of 
Pa., (if one part and John Hare, 
Charles Christopher and Jacob Beam 
each of them elders and Trustees of 
the Mennonist or Baptist Congrega- 
tion in Conestoga in thp Coiinty of 
Lancaster, in which the Grantors sell 
to tlie second parties their heirs and 
successors etc., for ten pounds In trust 
for the said Mennonist Congregation a 
certain lot of ground in Conestoga 
Township. 

BEOINNINQ at a stone In line of 
lands of Stephen Prinnaman and ex- 
tending by the same North IG perches 
to a stone; thence by same land and 
by land of John Burgholder East Ten 
perches to another comer stone: 
thence by said John Bur:zholdcr*s 
land South sixteen perches to another 
comer stone, thence by same and 
lands of Stephen Prinnaman West ten 
perches to the place of HEQINNING. 
CONTAIN IXO ONE ACHt:. 

Being part of the laud (viz. part of 
two tracts)— one of which was granted 
In fee to Melchnr Prinnaman by the 
late Commissioners of property under 
William Penn. by Patent dated 30th 
Nov. 1717 and Recorded in Patent 
Book A. Vol T) P. 295 and Mf>lohor and 
his wife by deed of March 16, 1730, 
conveyed a part of it to Stephen 
Prinnaman; and the other a part of a 
tract granted to Martin Kendig by 
the said properties by a patent 31st 
Day of December 1714 entered in 
Patent Book A. Vol 5 P. 264 and Mar- 
tin Kendig and vife Elizabpth by 
Deed May 2, 1729 granted and con- 1 



▼eyed on Interest to John Bnri^cdder 

who with his wif^^ Catherine by Deed 
29lh May 17;^:'. Krantod and conveyed 
the same to their sou John Burghold- 
er and to hold the same for the Con- 
gregatlon "in common whole undi- 
vided and never to be divided prop- 
erty forever." 

This Deed was acknowledged be- 
fore Robert Thompson, a Magistrate 
of Lancaster County. It is witnessed 
by him and by Geo. Gibson; and was 
Recorded Sept. 24, 1755. 

This is tt'.f church property luown 
as the New Danv!ll<> 01 i Mennonite 
Church. It has since been enlarged 
by additional pnr<diases of land. 

The Mennonite Congregation In 
Conostoga Township at "River Cor- 
ner," secured their first burying 
ground and place of worship, about 
this same year from Benedict Eshle- 
man which appears In the Recorder's 
Office in Book S S pages 110 and 112. 

The Mennonite C<Higregation atBoy- 
erland formerly in Conestoga Town- 
ship (but now In Pequea Township) 
secured their burying ground and 
place of 'wor^ip from Samuel Boyer 
or Hans Boyer about the same time. 
Hfiico it was called "Boyerland." See 
same office in Boole R. Vol. 3 P. 549 
and also In B. Vol 3 P. 15S. 

The Willow Street Mennonite Coo- 
cregatlon now in Pequea Township, 
formerly in Conestoga Township, se- 
cured their church property very 
<-ariy, in fact shortly after 1710, from 
Christion Hf-rr, son Of Hans Herr, an 
original pioneer. 

17.».>— Ship KerordK of Tlus Year. 

The ships arriving at Philadelphia 
this year with Palatines were the 
".Veptune/* George Smith, captain, 
from Rotterdam, Oct. ?.. 17ri5, and the 
ship "Pennsylvania," Captain Lyons, 
Nov. 1. 1765. This indicates that the 
rush had fallen off. The land was 
pretty j^enerally taken up now. and a 
feverish war condition existed in 
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America at the time. This cause may 
have had the effect of checking the 
Imtnisratlon. 

The number of immigrants in 1755 
arriving hpvo was 106—90 on the first 
named vessel and 16 on the second. 

Amons the common Lancaster 
Countjr names we find the following: 
Acker, Barr, Bansman, Bauman, 
Bertch. Buch, DleU, Deitrich, Funk, 
Fisher, Osst, Henckel, KUnger, King. 
Keller, Kraus, KaufTman, Leity, 
Moser, Mctz, Mayer, Miller, Messner, 
Reingier, Schaeffer, Shock, Schneider, 
Stelnman, Shaub, Seitz, Scheldt. 
Schmidt, SrhiiKlo!, T'lrich, Weise, 
Wenlnger, Wcrtz an<l Weber. 

ISSft—^Dntch" (Jrain Fans First 
Manufactured Here. 

lu the Pennsylvania Gazette of July 
8, 1756. the following appears: 
"Notice fs given that Adam Acker 

makes all kinds of Dutch Fans for 
cleaning wheat, rye and other grains. 
It will take cockle, etc, cut and clean 
200 bushels a day/' 

The LTi-nin fan or cleanin'.^ mill 
here referred to was the kind used in 
Switzerland long ago. Thus we see it 
was introduced amon? us 160 years , 
aso. The tyjio is still In use, thou;;h 
they are made much lighter now. And 
besides fans are attached to thresh- 
ers now. In earlier times these fans 
wrrp hea\T to turn and it took fully 
grown up men to do it. One could 
hear them running whole days in the 
barns. In some sections even those 
he.'ivy fanning mills were not known 
75 years ago, not even 50 years ago: 
but men threw up the grain hj Bhovels 
and let the air clean out the chaff, 
etc. Now all this is chansred. 

I'oft— Ship Records of This Year. 

Only one vessel of Palatines is re- 
corded as arriving in Philadelphia 
this year, the "Chance," under Cap- 
tain Lawrence, Nov. 10, 1756. Only 1*2 
heads of Palatine families were oni 



board. Among the common L,ancas- 
ter County names were: Conrad, 
Derr, Bernhart, Klunck, Hen-^ol, Mfll- 
ler, Schmidt, Schoff. Haas, Wagner, 
Fulweiler, Kamp, Dall, Eberle, Kuhn, 
Weytzel, Kamer, Weber, Zimmerman 
and Eplinger. 

After this date (1756) there are no 
vessels carrying Palatines or Ger- 
mans recorded as entering for fly« 
years, viz: until 1761. The German 
and Swiss immigration had truly be- 
come slack at this time. 

17a7 — ^Martin lioehm Secedes from 

."\rennonist.s. 

This year according to Harris (in 
his biographical history of our coun- 
try, page 40) Martin Boehm. a father 
of the Mennonist faith, left that sec- 
tion; and in conjunction with other 
strong religiotts characters laid the 
foundation of the I'liited Brethren 
Church. Later, says Harris (page 50), 
Boehm's son helped to found the first 
Methodist Church in Lancaster Coun- 
ty, that of Boehin's Methodist Church 
in Pequea Township near Baumgard- 
aer's Station, whksh simple but solid 
stcme building is still standing. 

, 17S8— lAMMter Comity WnmiuMn 

Sponsor the Cause of Their Tir- 
ginia Brethren, in an Appeal 
to Holland. 

Among the "Dutch Copies." before 
referred to, is a letter dated Sept 7, 

1758, in which representatives of tho 
' Mennonist Colony in Virginia de- 
scribed their sad condition and hard- 
ships because of Indian slaughter: 
and ask Holland fur help. They send 
John Schneider to Holland for he'.p: 
and the Lancaster County brethren 
appoint Martin Funck one of their 
ministers to go with him. A very 
lovely lesson in service for others la 
here shown. 

The IHter, f6r whl<di I am deeply 
indebted to Bishop N. B. Grubb. of 
1 Philadelphia (as well as for Holland'a 
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responae, both of which he translated), 
ts as follows: 

"The grace of God and the lovoand 
peace of Jesus Christ, is our wish to 
all God^loTing souls and especially to 
our brethren ia the &ith in Holland 
or Netherlands. 
Greeting: — 

Today, the 7th of September, 1758. 

Herewith we authorize our brother 
and co-fellow in the faith, Johannes 

Schnoydor, who until now has been a 
good friend to the poor, and who con- 
templates a journey to the friends and 
brethren in Holland on account of the 
dark times in which we find ourselves 
at this time, owing to the tyrannical 
or barharons Indians who have al- 
ready kilted so many people, and have 
taken many prisoners anrl carried 
them away; others were driven from 
their homes and lands, so that many 
people are now in great poverty and 
distress. 

We wore thirty-nine Mennonito 
families living together in Virginia. 
One family was murdered and the re- 
maining of US and many other fam- 
ilies were obliged to Hee for our 
lives, leaving our all and go empty- 
haniled. 

Last May the Indians have mur- 
dered over fifty persons and more 
than two hundred families were driven 

away and made homeless. 

We come, therefore, with a prayer 
to yon, !)rrthren and eo-foHows in 
the Xaiili iur help, by way of chari- 
table aid, if your love will persuade 
you to show mercy to us, so that we 
may with God's help, and the aid of 
Rood friends, be guided through this 
Valley of Grief; the dear Ixird will 
reward you for it, here in this life 
and finally in eternity for what you 
will do for us. 

Further, I do not deem it neces- 
sary to write much, as our friend and 



brother will give you a better report 
than I could in my simple and imper- 
fect writing, for, he too, had been in 
janger of his life with his wife and 
four children, and was coini>eiled to 
flee and leave his all behind. He bad 
been so situated that he could make 
a ecnnfortable living. He had a nice 
little farm, and besides he had begun 

the dl.stlUing of and turpentine 

oil. He was always a good friend to 
the distressed in times of need. 

Further we request you to remem- 
ber us In your prayers, as we are 
iikemlnded toward you, that we may 
have the comfort of good old Tobias, 
with which he comforted his son, 
when he said, "Even though we are 
poor, but if we fear God, we shall re- 
celve much good. 

P. S. This our friend desired a 
traveling companion from the con- 
gregation to accompany him on his 
journey, as he deems it best not to 
go alone. Upon our advice and with 
our Best Wishes, our minister and 
elder. Martin Funck, has consented 
to go. Until now he was found true 
and honest in all things by all. He 
is, however, still a sin-'le man, and 
by occupation a miller. lie, too. was 
compelled to tlee and leave all he had 
behind. This man was found by the 
grace and help of God, and will be a 
true travelint? companion to our 
brother, Johannes Schneyder, on his 
journey to Holland. 

Further, in my simple-heartedness, 
r do not know what more to write, 
only to greetings from us all to all 
the brethren and congregation in 
Holland. 

Sis^ned by iis and many others, 
Michael KauCfman, Jacob Borner, 
Samuel Bohm, Daniel Staufler. 

Written by Benedict HIrsehe, one 
mile from Lancaster town, Mennlst 
Minister." 



I 
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17S8~H0lkiBd*s AaiWer to the Appeal 

of the Ylrginla Mennonist!;, Which 
the Lancaster ronnty Breth- 
ren Sponsored. 

"Amsterdam. Holland. 

Dorr-nibor 27, 1758. 

Mirhaol Kauffniau. Jacob Borner, 
Samuel Bohn, Daniel Stauffer: 

Dear Friends: We have received 
your letter dated September 7th. but 
without denomination of the place 

out of which it is \vritf<n. by the 
hands of your deputies, Johannes 
Sehnyder and Martin Funck, who 
have given U8 an amiilc account of 
the calamities you had suffered, which 
moved our hearts with due compas- 
alon, and since we 'do not doubt but 
their narration of your troubles wrro 
true and faithful, we have opened our 
hands to your assistance with fifty 
pounds Bnsltoh Sterling which ac- 
eording to the value of your money 
amounted to the sum of seventy-eight 
pounds, eleven shillings and five 
pence, Philadelphia money, whtehyou 
may receive upon tbo enclosed Cred- 
itive from Messrs. Benjamin & Sam 
Shoemaker in Philadelphia. 

We hope that this sum will be suf- 
ficient to help and assist you until it 
ple.ises the God of Peace to restore 
the desired peace in America, as well 
as in Europe; and that you get resti- 
tution at the hands and properities 
you are driven out and enjoy there 
the same prosperities as before for 
ye sustentation of your families and 
the assistanee of the Poor, which the 
Almighty will grant you out of his all 
sullicient Grace! 

In the meanwhile we reecnnmend 
you highly to keep fast the confes- 
sion of your Holy Faith in our Sav- 
ioua Jesus Christ, and be always 
thankful for the Goodness of God he- 
stowed upon you by our oompassion- 
atp hands and hearts: for as we were 
unknown to you, it was only the good i 



God who makes this impression on 
our bowels and gave us the power to 
assist you. 

We hope the bearers of tlieae. the 
above mentioned Deputies, will return 
soon and in good health to you, and 
find you and the other friends in a 
good condition. We have prorlded 
them all the necessities here and for 
their return till London. 

We leave you to the Almighty Prov- 
idence of God and our Savlonr Jesna 
Christ, and we are with tenderest 
affection. Dear Friends, 

Tour well-wish, in Friends. 

The committee of ye Bapti-si 
Congregation in Holland 

P. S. When occasion offers we de- 
sire your answer that we may be sure 
that you have duly received the above 

mentioned money, and please to di- 
rect your letter to Mr. Hendrick Kops, 

Amsterdam," 

17u8 — Miiller'H Observation on the Vir- 
ginia Situation. 

In Mailer's "Wiedertaufer." etc., 
page 865. he gives us the following 

account of the Virginia Mennonist-^* 
troubles and the sympathy of their 
Lancaster County brethren: 

"In Virginia to which colony the 
Mennonite colonization had extended, 
nineteen families were attacked and 
ransacked by the Indians, and re- 
turned in flight to their Brethren in 
Pennsylvania: but here, too. the In- 
dians surprised and attacked the col- 
onies. Two hundred families were 
robbed of their possessions, and fifty 
I^eoplc were killed. In consequence 
thereof, two envoys, Johannes Schnei- 
der and Martin FOnk, arrived in Am- 
sterdam December 8, 1758, and pre- 
sented to the Commission for Foreiini 
Aid a request for assistance which 
was undersigned by Michael Kauff- 
nian. Jacob Bomer, Samuel Bohm, 
atid Daniel Stauffer. Tt may he as- 
sumed with certainty that among the 
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inliabitaiite of the Palatinate who bad | 

emigrated to Pennsylvania were a 
large number of brethren expelled 
from Berne. 

At this time, about the middle of 
the last century, hrrthrcn of P-crne 
did not only emigrate from the Palati- 
nate to America, but also from tlie 
Jura and Bmmenthal direct After a 
sea vnyaiTP of two months thpy ex- 
perienced all the discomforts and 
dangers of the first settlers. Ulrich 
FUgel, Chriatlan Brechbuhl and Isaac 
Neuenschwander write under date of 
December 7, 1755, from "Donlgall" in 
Pennsylvania that Hans Jacob Konig, 
or the dyer from Boueebos, had left 
his wife and the younger children 
with a certain Abraham Herr In 
''Canenstogen," but that he himself 
with son and daughter and "Odlna of 
Dramlingen" wont up as a hired man. 
and together with several other 
honsetaolds (or tamOies) settled down 
on the borders of the savages, at a 
place called "Schamogen" (now pre- 
sumably Shamokln In Northumber- 
land County)." 

17ip Owsn-Swiss 8nffer flrom In- 
dira Atteeks. 

The sufferings of the Mennonist 

Commimitios spoken of In prior items, 
are further illustrated in the follow- 
ing news items from the Pennsylva- 
nia Oasette of June 29, of this year. 

"Advice from Swatara, in Lancaster 
County. Is to the cffoot that on Tues- 
day 20th a Dutcliman was shot and 
scalped by Indians; and that the next 

(lay a man named Samuel Roblnson 

was also killed by thoni. 

Also "A letter from Fort Henry in 
Bucks County dated IHh giving an 
account of the wife of John Frantz 
and their ehildren being carried off 
by Indians. The woman was found 
murdered. A son of Jacob Snavely 
was also kUled.** . 

The non-resistant sects being least 
ready to defend themselves were more 



frequently the victims of these outr 

rages than they would have been, had 
they been always armed and ready. 

I7S8— Swiss Settlers Help in French 

and Indian War. 

It is stated by Rupp (p. 87) that 
Colonel Bouquet, a Swiss, in the em- 
ploy of the Elnglish during the French 
and Indian War, visited Daniel Zim- 
merman in 1758, while his detach- 
ment of men was quartered at lan- 
caster. 

This visit was made at or near Big 
Springs near "Lampeter Square," the 
ancient "capital" of West Lampeter 
Township. Zimmerman bought Of 
Christopher Francisrus, who was one 
of those original Swiss-.Meunonlte 
Colony who took up 6400 acres in 11 
big farms, near Petinoa Creek, in the 
fall of 1711), their combined tracts 
reaching from West William to Stras- 
burg, 5 miles from east to west and 
being about two miles in width, north 
to south. 

li'tS — >[(>nnonists of Pennsylvania 

First Opposes of Sla^erj'. 
In his "Mennonlte Year Book for 
1914*' Bishop N. B. Orubb quotes the 

following article from our our de- 
ceased mutual friend. James M. 
Swank: 

"Lucy Fbney Blrttlnger copies the 

following Incident from the Journal of 
John Woolman, in 1758, which illus- 
trates the continued aversion of the 
.viennonites to negro slavery: "A 
friend gave me some account of a re- 
ligious society among the Dutch, 
called Mennonlsts, and among other 
things related a passage in substance 
as follows: One of the Mennonlsts 
having acquaintance with a man of 
another society at a considerable 
distance, and night coming on, he had 
thout^hts of putting up with him, but 
passing by his fields, and observing 
the distressed appearance of his 
slaves, he kin lied a fire in the woods 
bard by and lay there that night His 
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said acquaintance, hearing where ho 
had lodged, and afterward meeting 
the Mennonist. told htm of it. adding 
that he woiilrl !iave been heartily wel- 
come at his home, and from their ac- 
quaintance in former times wondered 
at his conduct In that case. The Men- 
nonist replied, "Ever since I have 
lodged by thy field I have wanted an 
opportunity to speak with thee. I had 
intt nflf l to come to thy house for en- 
tertainment, but seeing thy slaves at 
work, and observing the manner of 
their drese. I had no liking to come 
anf! pnrtake with thee." He then ad- 
monished him to use them with more 
humanity, and added: "As I lay by 
the lire that night I thought that, as 
I am n man of substance, thou wouldst 
have received me freely; but If I hnd 
been as poor as one of thy slaves, 
and had no power to help myself* I 
phould have received at thy hands no 
kinder usage than they."— James .M. 
Swank on "Negro Slavery in Penna." 

Kfforts Made t« Allow German- 
Swiss to Make T\'II!s. 

We have seen that the law of Penn- 
sylvania did not allow the Oerman- 

Swiss, who were foreii^ners, to will 
any real estate at their deaths to any 
one, nor if such persons died inte- 
state, would lands be allowed to go 
to the children of such foroi-ners. Of 
course if these persons were natural- 
ised, then they could so dispose of 
their lands. Several acts were passed 
to naturalize them. It always re- 
quired a special act in each case. In 
1769 such an act was passed by our 
assembly. It is found in Vol. 5 of the 
Statutes at I^ircic. papre 444; and it 
provides that as it has happened that 
these people bom outside of the Brit- 
ish Empire were Induced to come to 
Pennsylvania and here purchased 
lands, and died without being natural- 
ized, therefore farther provided that 
if they died without beins; natural - 
ized« yet if any deed or will made by 



them in the presence of two wit- 
nesses were so executed, such deeds, 
wills, etc., should be good and valid, 
same as in case of natural-bom clt- 
izen.s; and further if any such un- 
naturalized foreigner purchase such 
lands and die without a will the 
lands shoMld t^o to his heirs the same 
as naturalized or native born cit- 
izens. 

The King in Council however re- 

[Haled the act, so that what Penn- 
sylvania lawmakers did, the King 
undone. This he did September 2. 
1760. 

The Kin::?":s objections are found in 
Vol. u St. L. 669 and are in substance 
as follows: "This act is the most in- 
famous attempt to cast a reflection 
iil'on t?ip proprietors that ever was 
invented. It supposes that the heIrs 
and 'devisees of persons dying unnat- 
uralized have suffered for the want of 
such act — for thoueh estates of per- 
sons dying unnaturalized do by law 
escheat to the proprietors yet there 
is no instance found where the pro- 
prietors have refused to srant the 
lands to the heirs or devisees, and 
this is the constant well-known cus- 
tom in Pennsylvania. It Is therefore 
abominable in the assembly to at- 
tcniiit to take away a right in the pro- 
prietors, and is an evldenoe that they 
are so desirous of strippin? the pro- 
prietors of every legal power and au- 
thority whatever, that th^ would 
debar iiim from the power of doing 
a:ood. ' 

"The proprietors are determined, 
strenuously, to oppose the law. but 
would consent to an a^-t for this pnr^ 
pose, imltatiner the Ijegislatnre of 
England who confined naturalization 
to Protestants, whereas this will be 
an encouragement to Papists to set- 
tle in Pennsylvania in hopes of sim- 
ilar acts." 

This sentiment, which was ad- 
vanced by the proprietors, was ap- 
proved by the King's Council and the 
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act failed. Today, with the wicked- 1 

nes? and grocd there is extant In high ' 
places, wo would not be any more | 
content than our humble ancestors, to 
have a dangerous and Impoveriehing 
engine of power hangins? over us, 
simply upon the excuse that while it 
could be used. It never would be used. 
We have learned too well the lesson 
of the need of placing an effective 
check on every dangerous official 
power. 

17(0— Growth and Progress of Ger- 
man and Oliar Cinntlet Com- 
pared. 

In Volume 5 of Votes of Assembly, 
page 120. may he found a table show- 
ing the progress of Pennsylvania by 
caunties in acres of cleared land, 
taxables and amount of taxes l aid, in 
1760. The table is as follows: 



Counties 

Philadelphia Co. 

Philadelphia City 



• • • • 



Acres of No. of 
Land Taxables 

315.805 5687 

2634 

Chester 399,674 4761 

Bucks 287,868 3148 

Lancaster 436.346 5635 

York 256.561 3?.02 

Berks 208,925 3010 

Cumberland 179.185 1501 

Northampton 189.173 1989 



2.273.537 31,673 

Hate of Land 
Counties Taxable Valuation 

£ s. d. £ B. d. 

Philadelphia Co 1- 3-0 6.540- 1-0 

Philadelphia City.. 2- 3-0 5.926-10-0 

Chester 1-2-0 .'i,237- 2-0 

Bucks 1- 1-0 3,305- 8-0 

Lancaster 1- 2-0 6.198-10-0 

York 0-16-0 2.641-12-0 

Berks 0-16-0 2.412-16-0 

Cumberland 0-16-0 1,200-16-0 

Nortliampton 0-14-0 1.392- 6-0 

Total amount 34.855- 9-0 



Note.— The above ia the Report of a 

Committee appointed at the last sit- 
ting of the Assembly, to apportion 
the sums to be paid annually by each 
county for sinking the several late 
grants from the Province to the King. 

It will be seen that the total as- 
sessed value of Pennsylvania was 
34,855 pounds at that time: and that 
fM-incaster County was worth more 
iban one-sixth of the whole province; 
and ontaide of Philadelphia Connty 
and City its land was valued at more 
than one-fourth of the province. We 
had 1760 as many people in Lancas- 
ter County as Philadelphia Connty 
and over twice as many as the Ci^ 
of Philadelphia. In fact as figures 
given in the tables are the number 
of taxpayers, we had, likely, three 
times as many people as Philadel- 
phia City because our families were 
larger. 

The taxables of Pennsylvania In 
1760 numbered 31,673. The popula* 

tion from this was perhaps 6 to 7 
times that number, or about 200,000 
people. It will be noticed that the 
average tax was slightly over <me 
pound— -$2.66 if a Pennsylvania pottnd 
or $1.86 if an English pound. 

It will be noted that the rate per 
head In the City of Philadelphia and 
in the older counties was higher 
than in the new counties. 

I am indebted to Mr. Morris K. 
Turner of the University of Penn- 
sylvania for this table, from the Votes 
of Assembly. 

1760— Emanuel Zimmerman Appointed 
President Judge of Lancaster Cow 

In Vol. 7 Hazard's Register, page 
152, note is made that Zimmerman 
was appointed presiding judge of our 
rourt this year. The following sketch 
of his life which is seen on the same 
page: 

"Henry Zimmerman arrived in 
Pennsylvania in the year 1698, and 
returned afterwards to Europe for his 
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family, whom ho brouirht out in 1706; ' 
and settled ilrst in Germantown, and 
removed within tbe present bounds of 
Lancaster County (then Chester 
County) In 1717. Emanuel Zimmer- 
man, son of Henry, was the most dis- 
tinguished of all the early settlers. 
He possosspd from nature an ardent 
love for liberty in every form — zeal- 
ous and active in every pursuit. His 
mind was finely organised: and he en- 
Joypd an unbounded InfluencB over 
the whole settlement. Tankers, 
Aymenish, Lutherans, Calvinists, and 
Mennonlsts, all applied to him on any 
emergency. lie possessed as strong 
a constitution as Intellect. He was 
born In Switzerland, In the year 1702, 
and died In the year 1780. He lived 
belovpi!. and died lamontpi, by all 
denominations. He was in every 
sense an honest man — always Just, 
liberal, and tolerant. He was arbiter 
In all mattnrs of disputo amonj; his 
neighbours; and from his decisions 
they never appealed, such was the 
confldonce In his Intcerrity. 

The memorial of the Aymenish and 
Mennonlsts, breathes the spirit of a 
William Tell. It was written prob- 
ably by Emanuel Zimmornnn, as his 
name is attached to it, on behalf of 
the Amish, Mennonlsts, etc." 

17W— Newspaper in Lancaster. 

In Vol. 6 of the Register, page 137. 
we have an item stating that In 1760 
there were five newspapers in Penn- 

sylvania, all weekly, three in Phila- 
delphia, one in Germantown and one 
In Lancaster. We may state that 
Lancaster had a paper several years 
before that, the Lancaster Gazette, 
which was put out about 1754 and ran 
in two years. It contains interesting 
items concerning the early fairs 
which were held in May and October 
each year for tho purjiose of selling 
goods; and also items about the 
schools at that time. Also in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette on November 



27th of this year there la an Item 

stating that: 

"WHEREAS In June 1759, a wag- 
oner who lives near Reading: ac- 
quainted the subscriber that he had 
about Christmas before, lost several 
bars of steel on the road between 
Philadelphia and Rcadin?. and the 
same being advertised in the Dutch 
News was procured by the subscriber 
for the owner, who has not since been 
heard of. notice is hereby given the 
steel will be sold to defray tho 
charge." 

(Signed) Geo. Absratz. 

17W— Cterauui-Swist Fianies Scat- 
tned By Bctaff Bond Oit 

The result of binding out the chil- 
dren of the poor German-Swiss fam- 
ilies who came over to this country 
m the early days Is shown by an ar- 
ticle in the Pennsylvania GazettO 
Oct. 30. 1760. which is as follows: 

"WHEREAS Rudolph Miller & Bar- 
bara Miller came over from Switzer- 
land to this Province with their father 
Jacob Miller, since deceased, and 
their sister Reglna; and the said 
Rudolph and Barbara were then 
bound out as apprentices: and the 
said Reglna has never since heard of 
her said brother and sister; she 
therefore desires them or either of 
them, if they hear of this advertise- 
ment to direct a letter to her or to 
her husband Daniel Kohn living at 
Conestoga Ferry near Lancsster." 

This Is similar no doubt to many 
cases that happened in those eirly 
days. One would think that when 
there were so- few people It would 
not be hard to find the relations of 
one another; but it must not be for- 
gotten that there were no railroads 
nor modem conveniences and that 
travel was very difficult. Thus It 
happened people living thirty or forty 
miles apart did not get to see one 
another as often as people living 100(^ 
miles apart visit one another now. 
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17flt— LoBdM CSonpaDyl Iradt Go to 
the GerMB-SwIts. 

In Pennsylvania Gazette December 
11, ITHO, there Is an advertisement 
announcing the sale oC the land of the 
London Company which consteted of 
15 tracts. This land was In Philadel- 
phia County — Bucks County — T^ncas- 
ter County — and other sections of 
PennaylTanla. The sale was adver- 
tiaed for April 2. 1761 ; but the Gaiette 
of that year does not give any ac- 
count of the sale. 

FYom the description of the land in 
Lancaster County which are tracts 
number 12 and 13 it is seen that at 
this time this land was surrounded 
. hy German settlers. There Is no 
doubt that these same Germans also 
bou^^ht II I' the huul. The German- 
Swiss desceiidauts occupy it today as 
the Germans have done In previous 
years. 

Tracts 12 and 13 are described as 
follows: 

1 2. Tract (2600 acres) in Lampeter 

and Manbelm township, and partly on 
Conestoga Creek and on the road 
from the city to Lancaster and ex- 
tends withtai a mile of that town, 
containing upwards of 2500 acres, laid 
out in plantations, now in the pos- 
session of John Kirk. David Craw- 
ford, Andrew Baisinger, James Pat- 
terson, John Rorcr, Christian Stover, 

* Widow McFilly, Mart Mosser, 

Rndisball and others, and is bounded 
by land of Sebastian Grove. lUchael 
Immel dec'd, Melchor Snyder, Leon- 
ard Bender, John & Wm. Bond, Jacob 
Hartman. Dams Buekwalter and 
others and is intended to be sold in 
parcels 

13. Tract (1874 acres) Strasburg 
Twp., on a hrandi of Peqnea contain- 
in 1S74 acres bounded by l.md of 
John & Isaac Ferrec. John McCauley, [ 
John Elliott. John tluston, Matthias I 
Slayermaekers and others. It now I 
consists of five plantations in posses- 
sion Of Mathias, Daniel and Henry I 
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Slayermaehers. Robert Smith. John 
Huston, Wra. White, Isaac Taylor and 
others and is intended to be sold in 

as many parcels. 

1700— Uigh Price of Wood la German 
Valleys. 

It seems that the lUrnian-Swisa 
soon learned that the good heavy tim- 
ber in the rich lime stone lands which 
they owned was very valuable and 
that they had the best grade of it 
found anywhere. Thus as time went 
on they began to ask and got high 
prices for it. Of conrpe hauling it 
v.as an item of expense. 

in ihe Pennsylvania Gazette of 
January 10, 1700, the situation is set 
forth as follows: 

"Help! help! help! Wood at Z 
pounds and 10 shillings a cord,— a 
price never before heard of. The 
country men say we have wood 
enough. The boatman says he can 
bring two loads while he is bringing 
and nnloading one. The merchants 
complain that the boatmen can bring 
wood at the same time they are bring- 
ing sugar. The woman hears a noise 
in her yard, rises from her bed at 
midnight and from her window sees 
a thief and she asks him what he is 
doing. He answers, that he must 
have wood. In the moming she views 
her small ril(* and laments the loss 
of half a cord. The rich engross, 
while perhaps 200 families have not 
a stick to bum. And thus it is at the 
vory moment, that at one house two 
persons lie dead of small-pox. 

Should not the fathers of the city 
do something In this extremity? Can- 
not our mai^lstrates appoint an of- 
flcer or officers to inspect every boat 
— and to agree on a price' of the whole 
—make them distribute their wood in 
I small quantites at a price a^reod on— 
I restrain the carmen from every other 
I service and compel them to attend to 
the boats nntil they are unloaded? If 
I this or something to the same pur- 
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pose be not done, what may be the 
condition of this city before the be- 
ginning of next February?" 
Here was a wood famine. We are 

beginning:, in this I'Oih century, to 
notice that a question is rising as to 
coal becoming harder to fiet and | 
iToing higher and hlght'r in price. We 
are not as far on yet, in tli^- pinch- ; 
ing stage of the coal question, as our 
ancestors were in 1760 In the wood 
question. Thus we see that the same 
difficulties come round again and 
again. There evidently was a great 
deal ot the mean monopolistic spirit i 
then as now. Old Kin r "Spinshucss" 
would crush and destroy others for 
his own gluttonous self then, as now. 

1761— Conditions in the i*aljitinate at 
This Time. 

Mr. John C. Egly of Philadelphia 
has a letter written in Manheim, in 

the Palatinate, in 17<51 by John .Tarob 
Hacliman to a relative or friend in 
Holsteln inquiring concerning rela- 
tives there, a short sketch of his re- 1 
lationshi;) and also giving something 
of the religious conditions and liberty 
there at that time. It required s! 
y. ;irs for thi.s letter to reach its de.^- 
tinafinn — the addrr'sscf ackno'.\ ii'slges 
th.;L i.o received it in ITGi). The dis- 
tance was only a couple hundred i 
miles. It is remarkable that such 
delay ensued. We give below the 
sense of the first part of it; but the 
part concerning conditions in the I 
Palntinate i.s given in full. Those In- j 
terested may see the whole letter in 
the Mennonite Tear Book of 1914. 
page 36. 

In the letter Ilackman says that he 
has relatives in Holstein, near Fred- 
^rlekstadt— his mother's brother Con- 
rad Egly, who was born in the Palati- 
nate. He state.c! that during the lite 
war the Palatines moved to Holstein. 
temporarily, most of them returning 
after the war; but that Conrad Egly 
and Conrad Strickler did not return. 



He saya his father corresponded with 
this Egly and his children some 
years; but not of late. He also says 
he is the only child of Ulrich Hack- 
man and Maria Egly H.Trkman and 
lives in Manheim. the capital of Uie 
elector,— that he has eight nephews 
and nieces (brothor's children) and 
that four of them have gone to Penn- 
sylvania in America. 

The balance of his letter is as fol- 
lows: 

"As for me and our rnngregation 
here in Mannheim, we number seven- 
teen temllles and are oontentd in our 
condition. Thank God, we have not 
had any great burden on account of 
the war. We have a gracious lord- 
ship and reasonable liberty and cit- 
izens' right to do business for a liv- 
ing. I distil whiskey as my mcafis of 
livelihood. In our worship we are 
not disturbed. The meetings are held 
in my house. A.s far as our countiy- 
men are concerned, they have some- 
what heavier burdens to bear because 
of the war and winter quarters and 
forage for the army. Still we fare 
better than the people who have to 
provide quarters for the soldiov both 
.summer and winter. This we have 
•lot had to do liere In the Palatinate, 
for which we cannot be sufficiently 
grateful to the Lord. Everything is, 
of course, dear— food and other neces- 
sities. For the P^ench array is sta- 
tioned only eight miles away and is 
!yins in winter quarters only two 
miles away. I do not intend to write 
much more now about the circum- 
stances ot oar country. 

You will already have understood 
our situation. I pray, therefor, dear 
brother, not to think hard of me for 
thus troubling you in taking the lib- 
erty of writing to yon. 

If I can otherwise be of service to 
you, I shall do so with pleasure. If 
you wish to reply to my letter, ad- 
dress me Jacob Hackman. at the 
Schwanen Lamme. Mannheim. Ctod 
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blese yon* tnd «reettiigi and the pro- 

tcction of the Most HVzh to all who 
read this. Commending all friends 
and brethren in Christ to God's care, 
I remain. 

Your faithful sprvant, 

JOHANN JACOB HACKMAN." 

This shows a.^ain the conditions 
even in 1761 which made it hard for 
our Gterman-Swiaa anoestore to live 
their peaceful reli^ioiui Uvea in 
Europe. The reasons are very plain 
why they came to the Susquehanna 
and Gonestoga. 

1711— Ship Beeofdi af Uds Tear. 

The Col. Rec. (Vol. 17, second series, 

page 454) record only one vessel ar- 
riving in Philadelphia carryino: Ger- 
man Palatines this year. It was 
named the "Squirrel,** and carried 
only thirty beads of families. There 
may have been many wives and chil- 
dren on hoard. Her master was "John 
Bonn" and she came from Rotterdam 
Iqr way of Portsmouth and arrived in 
Philadelphia Oct. 21, 1761. 

The names of the men on board 
were: 

Peter MIschler. Christophel Bom- 
berg, Andreas draff. Daniel Schaab. 
Valentin Anwaldt, Johann Wilhelm 
Serger, Joh. Nickel Hertsog. Nlcolaas 
Schweitzer, Wilholm Becker. Henrich ' 
Holtzapfel, Pi-iedorioh Probst, .John 
Henry Diesslnger, Johann Kriederich 
Dlehl, Johan Ludwig Probst, Johann 
Dietrich Taub. Eberhart Disin2;er. 
Johannes Beyerele, Stephan Danner, 
Friederich Lieberknecht, Casper Kno- 
balach, Johan Simon Mayer, Johann 
Conrad Server. .Tohan Nickel Becker. " 
George Vogelgesang, Hans Eckardt, 
Joh. Jacob Vogelgesang, Georg Fried- 
erich Rohrer, Johann Jacob Haekman, 
Johann Nlcolana Dlehl. Johan, Jacob 
Eiobst 

Ambng them we notice many com- 
mon Lancaster County namea, vis: 
Mishler, Boraberger, Groff. Schweitzer, 
Becker, Brobst, Disinger, Byerly, Dan- 



ner, Mayer, Zercher, Bckert, Rohrer. 

Hackman and others. In 1762, no re- 
corded sliips arrived at all. 

1762— £arly Executions In Lanca.ster 
County. 

It frequently happened thai capital 
punishment was Inflicted upon crim- 
inals in early colonial times. The 
German-Swiss in southeastern Penn- 
sylvania figured frequently in crimes 
so severely punished. We have re- 
ferred to crimes that were not uncom- 
mon to the more ignorant German 
women's weaknesses. 

We now set forth the predicament ot 
two more Germans who were sen- 
tenced to death. Their felony was 
burglary. For this they were con- 
demned to die. The record states that 
Anthony Miller, John Heller and Cor- 
nelius Dougherty were convicted of 
burglary in Lancaster County on No- 
vember 1st, 1762. No application was 
made to the council for a substltuto 
for the death penalty and thus on 
.November 11th, 1762, it was ordered 
that the sheriff of Lancaster County 
execute them by hanging, Saturday, 
.\'ovrnii>er 20th. Apparently they were 
handed that day. 

The horror of capital punishment 
shocks the senses today; but In those 

days it was inflicted nven for burglary 
because people lived widely sfparatod: 
and burglary was more serious tlian 
now and often resulted In death. The 
victims could not secure help. The 
swiftness with which sentence and 
execution followed the verdict is a 
noticeable fact. The "hangings" were 
carried nnt on Saturflay because it was 
a day when hundreds could be present 
to witness the entertainment. See this 
record in Vol. 9 Col. Rec. 5. 

1768— FlauMild StaadlBg of Ctenuiw 
aid English la Lancaster at 
This Date. 

This year a law was passed provid- 
ing for a night watch for Lancaster 
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BorouRh. The people, living on the 
outskirts of the town, petitioned to 
have a law passed for the repeal of the 
law on the ground of its expense. This 
led a large number of the citizens who 
lived in the heart of the town to op- 
pose the repeal. These dtlsens say 
that those who want the law repealed 
"are possessed of little property and 
liable to bear very little tax" and that 
the greater part of the taxes fall on 
those who desire the law to rfniain. 

Complaint Is also made that those 
Who want the repeal acted in a secret 
manner. The petitioners there con- 
clude as follows: 

"Your petitioners beg to observe that 
without Uie aid of the law or one sim- 
ilar the borough will be exposed to 
the greatest disorders hy reason of 
the near situation of houses therein to 
each other — that the chief intent In 
applying for a law was to furnish 
themselves with a siiffuMent quantity 
of water, lodged in public parts of the 
borough to prevent lire which expense 
Is too much for snhscriptlon : and that 
the useful design of the several flre 
companies of the borough purchasing 
engines, etc., buckets at great cost la 
frastratod hy the want of water. Your 
petitioners beseech your honors not to 
assent to the law to repeal: and fur- 
ther that the house reronsider the hill 
and pass one which will allow the levy 
of a tax for the purpose of supplying 
a quantity of water In case of flre." 

The signers are: 

"James Burd (Chief burgess) — Tsa a'- 
Whitlock— A. Hubley— John Fellman — 
Caster Shaffer — Lodewick Stone — Geo. 
Hoyer — Wm. Henry— Stofel Franclscus 
— Casper Shaffner (Town Clerk) — 
Friendship Fire Co.— Thos. Barton- 
Miller Albertson— Wm. White— Jacob 
Jeller— David Trissler — John Miller — 
Jas. Mnrohall - - Philip Frank — .John 
Grassel — Nicolas Stoner — Stofel Mar- 
tin — Fred Shadel — ^Mary Louman— Se- 
bastian Craff—Jocob Clefs — Jolin Mus- 
ser— Ludwig Ix>oman— Jos. Chalye— 



Andrew Graff — James Sanderson — Wm. 
Jevon — John Ceary — Michael Diffen- 
derfer— Wm. Montgomery— Jas. Solo* 
man— Ul rich Relgart— Geo. Peters— 
fyowerntz Margert — Royer Connor — 
Union Fire Co. — Edw. Shippen — Adorn 
Simon Kuhn — Christian Crawford — 
John Ilojison — Rudy Ston^-r - Goo. 
Graeff — Christian Voght — I 'roderick 
Dorabrey — Thomas Boyd — Anthony 
Snyder — Adam Relgart— Christ Rel- 
iTart -Tvonhart Klel.s — John Etierman — 
Henry OchofC — Balzer Keller— Math- 
ias Slough — Jos. Simon — NIs Miller — 
Sun Fire Company — Martin Quay — 
-Michael Gross — Paul Wentzel — Christ 
Wentz — Casper Singer— Christ Mend- 
enball — Wm. Bausman — Christian 
Hayne — John Spoore — Philij) Rush — 
John Henry — Wm. Lasch — Chely Llnt- 
ner — Christian Stone — Bernard Hubly 
— Philip Beakler^ohn Epple— John 
I^arr — Michael Fordner — John Hara- 
t)ris:;ht — .Michael Job — Jawb Weaver — 
Daniel May— Simon Schnyder — Henry 
Hutlensteln«-<3hrtBtlan Knerscheldt— 
Peter Gonder and Michael Gnrther." 

From this list it will be seen by 
going over the above names that about 
half these petitioners (who say they 
iivc the chief men of substance in the 
town) are English and half are Ger- 
man-Swiss. The original petition and 
list of signers may be found in a vol- 
ume of manuscripts In tlio library of 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society at 
Philadelphia known as Miseellaneons 
P;M>ers of Lancaster County (1724- 
1772) on page 157. 



1 76a— fillip Records of This Yi 

Four vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in Philadeliihia harlior this year: 
The Richmond under Capt. Chas. Y. 
Husband from Rotterdam via Ports- 
mouth Oct. 5 : The Chance, under CapL 
Chas. Smith from same place via 
Cowes Nov. 1; The Success under 
Capt. Wm. Marshall from same place 
Nov J.", 17G3; and the Pallas, under 
Richard Milner from same place via 
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Portsmouth Nov. 25. The total num- 
ber of beads of families, or male 
adults rworted in them was 248. Ttais 
list majr rspresent psrbaps 800 to 
1000 persons. 

Among the familiar southeastern 
Pennaylvanla names in the list are: 
Alsbach — Shellenberger — Kessler — 
Ilauch — Becker — Wolf — Arnold — 
Schmidt — iiuber — Johns — iiauser 

— 8<^wabb — Zelner — Bbersohl — 
Holfman — Behr — Miller — Weller 

— Gill — Bernhart — Menges — 
Christ — Speilman — Hedrick — 
Chrlstman — Helm — Banman — 
Mover — Kuhnete — Wagner — Srhoff 

— Wendell — Flick — Blum — Ham- 
mer Sdierer — Ifolser — Pleffer — 
Groff — Robrlg — Burkholder — 
Schweitzer — Sehner Seits and 
Schreiber. 

In some instances there are several 
of tiia same r ai^r in the list. These 
names are almost wholly sure Swiss 
though there is a percentage of Ger- 
mans among them. (See series 2 of 
Pa. Arch. Vol. 17 i»age 465, etc.) 

17OT CIsrman Tries To Stop Ffexton 
Mudsr. 

FVom the manuscript journnl of the 
preat-Rranddaughter of Robert Bar- 
ber, one of the three pioneer settlers 
of Columbia: it is stated by Arthur B. 
Biadford in Vol. 9 Haz. Reg. P. P. 114 
and 115 that "On a snowy morning in 
December, 1763, a German neighbour 
came to Robert Barber's house, and 
requested him to f^o with him in pur- 
suit of some ones who had been at his 
house the night before, and whom he 
called robbers. Thear had behaved in 
a very disorderly manner, such as 
melting the pewter spoons on the 
stove, etc. lb*. Barber, supposing it 
had been some persons in a frolic^ ad- 
vised hi.s friend to take no notice of it. 
He had scarcely left the house, when 
five or six men came In, very cold, 
their great coats covered with snow 
and weL They left their guns stand- 



! Ing outside. Mr. Barber was not per- 
sonally acquainted with them, though 
he knew from what part of the coun- 
try tiiey came. He made up a Are to 
warm, and treated them to the cus- 
tomary morning refreshments. While 
they warmed themselves, they ln« 
quired why the Indians were suffered 
to live peaceably here. Mr. Barber 
said they were entirely inoffensive, 
being on their own lands, and Injur- 
ing no one. They asked what would 
be the consequence if they were all 
destroyed? Mr. Barber said he thought 
they would be as liable to punishment 
-AB if they had destroyed bo manv white 
men. They said, they were oi a dit 
ferent opinion, and in a few minutes 
went out In the mean time, however, 
two sons of Mr. B. about 10 or 12 years 
old, weal out to look at the strangers' 
horses, which were hitched at a little 
distance from the house. After the 
men went, the boys came in and said- 
they (the men) had tomahawks, tied 
to their saddles, which were all 
Uoody, and that they had Christy's 
gun, (Christy was a little Indian boy 
about their own age — they were much 
attached to him, as he was their plsy- 
mate, and made their bows and ar- 
rows, and other means of anui.se- 
ment.) While the family all wondered 
what it could mean, a messenger came 
from Herr, givlne: information of thn 
dreadful deed. Mr. Barber and some 
others went down to see the extent of 
the massacre. Shocking indeed was 
the sight! — the dead bodies of four- 
teen poor Indians lay among the rub- 
bish of their burnt cabins. like half 
consumed logs! Mr. Barber after 
some trouble, prornred their bodies to 
administer to them the rights of 
sepulchre.'* 

1768— Ctonuu-Swiss' Streanons Clears 
fng of Ind. 

Hasard in Vol. 5 of this register, 

page 22, says under date of 1763: "The 
rapid growth of the county by large 
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and extensive clearings, made each 
year by enterprising emigrants from 
Germany, Holland, and Ireland, in- 
duced also many of the worthless, Idle, 
and dissolute to follow, and therefore 
compelled the honest settlers to build 
a House of Correction for the punish- 
ment of the vicious. A large number 
of the Scotch-Irish, in consequence of 
the limestone land beins liable to 
frost and heavily wooded, seated thcni- 
selves along the northern line of the 
counties of Chester and Lancaster, 
well known at an early period by the 
name of the "Chestnut Glade." The 
Germans purchased their little im- 
provements, and were not intimidat- 
ed either by the difficulty of clearing, 
the want of water, and the lial)ility to 
frost which at this period was experi- 
enced every mcmth in the year. Sev- 
eral valnahle mills were built, but i 
altho' very necessary for the settle- 
ment, they became a subject of much 
irritation among the farmers on the 
waters of the Conestosa, as appears 
from a petition presented to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, stating, "that Michael 
Garher, Sebastian Oraff. and Hans 
Christy, ereoted three larce dams on 
Conestoga Creek, to the great injury 
and detriment of the settlers on its 
banks: that said Greek flows about I 
thirty miles through a woody and fer- ! 
tile country, of a width about 250 feet, I 
well calculated for boats and rafts, of I 
wood; that the price of wood in Lan- [ 
caster is raised to 10s. a load for oak 
and 15s. for hickory; that before the 
dams were built, wood was lower, and 
thi-y had an abundant .suiiply; before 
any dams were built shad, salmon, and 
rock fish were in abundance, and in 
the tributary atreama plenty of trout; 
before the water was dammed up, the 
country was free from pestilential 
fevers and Irom diseases of every 
kind ; that In consequence of the dam- 
mins; of the water, the country along 
the Conestoga is visited by an antnm- 
nal fever, and that which was formerly 



healthy is now become unhealthy: 
They, therefore, pray that the Assem- 
bly pass a I'.tw requiring the Sheriff 
to remove said dams, as there would 
be left no less than ten good Grist 
Mills, all in the distance of five miles 
from the town of Lancaster." 

Note. — The owners of said dims 
altered them so as to remove many of 
the causes of complaint. 

176S— Mcnnoiitits Hdp ladiaa 
Tletbu. 

In the Pennsylvania Gazette of Aug. 
4, 17G3, the following item dated Lan- 
caster, July 28, occurs: 

There are certain accounts that In- 
dians have passed the South .Mouut.iin 
and are gone into York County, and 
that some of them have assuredly 
been near Carlisle. The wants of the 
distressed refuges have been grr-atly 
relieved by sums of money collected 
in the different congregations in Lan- 
caster County. The Quakers and Men- 
nonists have been very liberal on this 
occasion, having raised a considerable 
sum and having hired men to assist 
the poor people in gathering In as 
much of their harvest as possihlf^ — 
and we are told that several large 
parties have again attempted to go 
over the mountains for this necessary 
and laudable purpose, but the risk 
they run is so great we cannot think 
of them without dread." 

While this item mainly shows the 
Indian situation in southeastern Penn- 
sylvania at this date, it also ihows 
that the German-Swiss people were 
liberal in hel|)ing to relieve distress 
and gives us a picture of the "good 
old timea*' in which they lived. 

17tl— Hauumlati Kliii !• Iidlus tfll 
EzliMtlOB. 

In the .\nnals of the Su.skuehan- 
nocks, etc., page 3SG, published by the 
present compiler in 1909, the follow- 
ing item showing the kindness of the 
German-Swiss toward the Indians of 
lower Susquehanna Valley occurs: 
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"In a lonely spot in one of the back 
pasture fields of this Homestead (The 
Old Henihey Homestead) the Ttsltors 
found four stone markers set seeurely 
in the ground within whose enclosure 
lie the remains of *'Mleliael and 
Mary." tbe last two Indians of Lan- 
caster County. These Indians were 
friendly and during their declining 
years were cared for by Clirlstlan 
Hersbey. who then owned the home- 
stead. The following docnment was 
read by Mr. Hershey at this spot, after 
prayer over the remains of these last 
Children of the Forest, by Rev. Her- 
shey. 

'Protection for Two Friendly Indiana 
In I^ncaster County. Pennsylvania 
By Ho'ble John Pcnn. Esq., &c.. 

To Whom It .May Concern: 

Greeting: Whereas, I am given too 
nnderstand that the Bearers Michael 

and Mary his wife are friendly Indians 
who formerly resided with other In- 
dians in the Conestoga Manor, and 
have for upw^ards of fifteen months 
IMst lived with Christian Hersbey. 
at his plantation In Warwick Town- 
ship, Lancaster Co.. Pa., during which 
time they have constantly behaved in 
the most friendly and peaceable man- 
ner to all bis Majesty's subjects, I do 
hereby grant the said .Michael and 
Mary my protection and do enjoin and 
require all officers, civil and Military, 
as well as all other persons whatso- 
ever within this Government to suffer 
to pass and repass on their lawful 
business without the least molestation 
or Intermption, and they are hereby 
also desired to treat the said Indians 
with Civility and to afford them all 
necessary assistance. 

Otven under my Wukd and Seal at 
Arms at Philadelphia, the 17th Aug.. 
1764.' 

JOHN PENN. 
'By his Honour's Command. 

JOHN SHIPPIJN, Secretary. 



Thus It will be noticed that the Her- 
shey family is honored with decently 
t)urytng the last Indians of Lancaster 
County and suitably marking their 

graves." 

17M— SIdp Becoids of This Year. 

The vessels Importing C.trman-Swiss 
Palatines to Pennsylvania in 1764 
were: 

The Ship ''Polly," Captain Robert 

Porter, from Rotterdam by the way of 
Cowes, September 19, 1764, carrying 
56 passengers; among the familiar 
names in the list are: Be(A— Oalle-^ 
Mann — Bergman — Wenger — Konlg 

— Eiilmim — Holieback — Strass — 
Schwaab — Grebiel — Dietrich — 
Moser — Wenger — Oralf — Schmidt 

— Strass — TIeibst — Bauer — Welte 

— Hoffman. The Ship "Sarah," Cap- 
tain Francis Stanfell. from Rotterdam 
by the way of Portsmouth. Septem^ber 
20, 1764. carrying 100 passengers: 
among the familiar names in the list 

j are: Blschoff — Lehman — Prick — 
Uchtenfeld — Keyser — Eich — Hoch 

I — Allspach — VoUprorht — Welte — 
Bet 7, — Weber — Kaufman — Hu- 
bacher — Dorr — Oass — Bints — 
Lohr — Funck — Scheffer — Schaub 

— Strack — Thran — Holt — Schuster 

— Kuhn — Sheets — HItz — Otter- 
shelt — Hartman — Kuhn — Raque. 
The Ship "Brittania." Captain Thomas 
.\rnot, from Rotterdam, September 26, 
,1764. carrying 108 passengers; among 

the familiar names in the list are: 
Heger — Weber — Roth — Lamphardt 

— Wolker — Wiser — Schaffer — Mil- 
ler — Bruckert — Ott — Pautzler 
Ersterger — Wtflxa >- Stettler — 
rx)mbach — Weiss — Oitt — Relff — 
Krombach — Ran — Jager — Hup — 
Frelberger — Nieder — Helidz — 
Spitzer — Lampart — Michel — Buh- 
ler — Kaintz — Menges — Fishier. 
The Ship "King of Prussia." Capt 
James Robinson, from London, Octo- 
ber 3, 1784, eanylng 48 passengers: 
among the ftaiUlar names In the list 
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are: Muller — Apffel — Haffner — 
Deisert — Dippel — Mattes — Suder 

— Sctaell — Horst — Stutz — Specht 

— Breszler — Steinmptz — Rpinbold 

— Fischer — Kilb — Hart — Gantz — 
Hosier — Wagner. The Ship "Rich- 
mond/' Capt. Chas. Younghuaband, 
from Rotterdam, October 20. -764, car- 
rying 106 passengers; among the 
familiar names In the list are: Jacoby 

— Giilcher — Kuhn — Staufftr — 
Srhntf — Soitz — .Tacob — Ilaffner — 
Bardon — Kamerer — Gerhard — 
Rupert — Boekle — Runckel — Helaer 

— Cluck — Reiner — Sataler — Mnl- 
lor — Min«rr — Felkert — Thiel — 
Mayer — Henrich — Beckel — iiaru 

— Muller — Knoblauch ^ Kolb — 
PfeUfer — Henrlch — Helss. The 
Ship "Hern '• Captain Ralph Forsitr, 
from Hotlt'idam, October 27, 1764, car- 
rying 180 passengers ; among the 
familiar names in the list are: Ilufer 

— Weiss — Wolff — Muller — Lud- 
wig — Durr — Walter — Klein — 
Berg — Hass — Btter — Will — Honlg 

— Qress — Durr Bauer — Srhiff — 
SelUieim — Wittig — Daniel — Bren- 
nemann — Luts — Sehants — Welden- 
meycr — Frietsch — Baum — Schad 

— Beclc — Seybtrth — Bnibacher — 
Bruchauhser — Becker — Weber — 
Volck — Hess — Nagel — Weiss — 
Peter — Buch — Unangst The Ship ; 
"Jeneffer," Capt, George Kerr, from 
Rotterdam. November 5, 1764, carry- 
ing 86 passengers; among the familiar 
names in the list are: Kromm — 
Strunck — Frantz — Decker — MilUr 

— Gruck — Reyman — Pranta — Lnn- 
des — Meisset — Reutch — Klein. 
The Ship "Prince of Wales," Capt. 
.lames Edgar, from Rotterdam, Novem- 
ber 5, 1764, carrying 68 passengers; 
among the familiar names In the list 
are: Bechcr — Muth — Booss — Hap- 
pel — Hessler — Orth — Mattheis — 
Haerberger — Schneider — Umstatt 

— Duekel. The Ship ''Boston." Capt 
Matthew Carr, from Rotterdam, No- 
vember 10» 1764, carrying i2 passen- 



gers; among the familiar names in the 
list are: Bertsch — Wentz — Schaff- 
er — Lampart — Wents — Scheffer 

— Bausmann — Hartnian — Klein — 
Kessler — Bernhardt. The Ship "Snow 
Tryall," Capt John Clapp, from Am- 
sterdam, December 4, 1764, carrying 
23 passengers: a!>ioiic; the familiar 
names In the list are: Bender — Stein 

— Stanffer — Gross — Enck. The 
Shi]> • Chance." Capt. Charles Smith, 
from Rotterdam, Aug. 8. 1764, carry- 
ing 90 passengers; among the familiar 
names in the list are: Bender — Metz- 
gar — Wanner — Grosh — Ammann 

- Geiger — Tandt — Vogt — SchoU 

— lies — Muller — Beck — Mayer — 
Kemper — Seherer — Sehaffer — Blum 
lliiber — Riirzor • Strein — Descher 

— Hoffman — Weinberger — Schmidt 

— Haass — Druckenbrodt — Gebhardi 

— Grob — Chasseur — Wilhelm — 
Weniger — Zimmerman. 

The total number of passengers im- 
ported on thiese ships were 927. 

176fi— liMMMter Cmltf Oennns iu 
the lataifiT. 

The Oerman-Bwiss who crowded the 
valleys of the Susquehanna, the Con- 

estoga, the Peqnea and other adjacent 
regions, became very active near the 
Susquehanna in raising hemp. 

Many prizes were offered by Phila> 
deiphians for the best water-rotted 
hemp and the best hemp prepared by 
other means. The ancient npwsi>ai'era 
frequently offered such prizes for the 
Lancaster County product The Phil- 
adelphia merchants were also Tsry 
eager to advertise Lancaster County 
hemp seed. Among these an adver- 
tisement is found in the P.enusylvania 
Oasette of May 9. 1765. setting out 
that, "Lancaster County hemp seed is 
to be had at very reasonable prices at 
Daniel Wissler's store on Market 
Street** Lancaster Oonnty red doTer 
seed was also advertised as a special 
seller by Philadelphia merchants. 
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176S— Cicrauui-Switt ^n^fortaM la the 

In the Pennsylvania Gazpttp of the 
Issue of April 4, it is set out that the 
property of the late John Stoner is to 
be sold by virtue ct an execation on 
April 6, in Coneetoga Township. Lan- 
caster County : on it is erected a com- 
plete mill with two pairs of stones fit 
for merchant and country business 
and a complete saw mill excellently 
sittiated on Peqnea Creek, lliere is 
plenty of water and 200 acres of land. 
It Is set forth that the titlo is good 
and that it is likely a copper inino can 
be o(^ened on it as there is supposed 
to be plenty of ore there. It might 
be added here that up to this date l&O 
years later the copper has not been 
found. 

176.'>— The Palatines SUll Come. 
In the Pennsylvania Gazette of 
August 29 this year it Is set forth that 
on Saturday last Captain Porter ar- 
rived at Philadelphia fr<Mn Rotterdam 
with 240 palatines all In good health. 
This iF good news because usually the 
Palatines shijjs had a great deal of 
sickness on board, a large number of 
the other ships cleared from Philadel- 
phia about tHe same time. 

17<5— HJfhtly Watch BstnUlsbed In 



The growth of the people in thej 
Lanca.ster County region made it nec- , 
essary for better police protection. To 
meet this necessity a law was pre- 1 
pared September 20, 1765, found in 
Vol. n Statutes at Large 441. The law 
provides that the people of the bor-| 
ongh may elect such night watchman: 
and provitlod tho maiitxT in which the 
money can be rai.spd for the purpose. 
This item is inserted for the purpose 
of showing the continual growth of! 
this section. 



176S— Supplement to the GerMUi Ship- 
ping BilL 
In the same Law Book mentioned in 
the above item there is set forth an 
act that was passed May 18, this year, 
to better protect the Germans, that 
came over in crowded ships. This act 
sets forth that to protect these people 
and at the same time to enable the 
ship owners to reeovor their faros, 
that certain regulations must be 
made. Among these regulations it is 
set out that there nmst be room for 
each passenger, and that these rooms 
must be three feet nine inches high in 
the forepart and two feet nine inches 
in the cabin and steerage, and that no 
more than two passengers shall be 
put together in one bedstead except if 
the father and mother want their chil- 
dren in the same bedstead with them 
they may do so. These berths were 
18 Inches wide and six feet long. The 
act further provides that these ships 
carrying German passengers must have 
a well recommended surgeon and a 
complete chest of medicine — that the 
medicine must be given to the passen- 
gers free — that twice a week the ves- 
sel must be smoked with burning tar 
between the decks and that it should 
be well washed with vinegar twice a 
week. It Is also said that neither the 
purser nor other persons shall sell to 
passengers at a greater price than 
'>0';r profit on first cost, any wine, 
brandy, rum, beer, cider or other 
liquor or any spices or necessaries for 
sick persons — that no person shall 
carry any liquor or other things more 
than 30 shillings worth. The act also 
provides that the officer in Philadel- 
phia appointed to carry out this law 
shall take with him a reniitnhle Ger- 
man inhabitant of Philadelphia to in- 
terpret into English the statements of 
the German passengers. It is also 
provided that the interpreter In a loud 
voice shall declare in German that 
the duties* required by this act will be 
read to them In German and thatth^ 
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may Inquire ftbont any mntter thejr 
may wllh to know. It is also pro- 
vided that the master of the ship 
must give each persoa a bill of lading 
mentioning the trnnlu. eratea, cheats, 
bales or parkagps holoni^ln^^ to every 
passenger except of such goods they 
may want to keep in their own pos- 
aeaaion. It la alao provided that the 
ship owner must declare when start- 
ing out what goods the Germans will 
not be allowed to hrintr from their 
home to America, and that If they 
have such jcoods he shall declare what 
taxes or duties they must pay on the 
aame, ao that they will not loaethon. 
The act provided that the fares must 
be fixed and certain, and that if the 
German passengers offer that sum the 
ahip maater muat take it and dare not 
hold their goods to oompel them to 
pay hi'4her prices. 

Many other provisions were made 
In the act: but all with the aame end 
in view to prevent these ignorant peo- 
ple from being robbed. 

17«:> ShIp llocords of This Year. 

The vessels importing German- 
Swiss Palatines to Pennsylvania in 
1766 were: 

The Ship "Polly." Captain Robert 

Porter, from Rotterdam by the way of 
Cowes, August 24, 1765, carrying 81 
passengers. Among the familiar names 
In the list are: Werner — Schneck 

— Muller — RhPin — Dietrich — 
Bender — Kohler — Obermiller — 
Helnts — Oram — Sehults — Schwenck 

— Schmidt — Dietrich — Kanffmann 

— Mayer — Fischor. 

The Ship "Chance." Captain Cliarles 
Smitli, from Rotterdam by the way of 
Cowes. September 9, 1765, carrying 77 
passengers. Among the familiar names 
in the list are: Grim — Roth — Haf- 
ferstock — Meyers — Muller — Mayer 

— Weber — Keller — Frantz — Rlt- 
ter — Schmidt — Sehissler — Metzger 

— Kurts — Hoyer — Frandt. 



I The Ship '*Betsy.*' Captain John Os- 

\ man, from Rotterdam by the way of 
i Cowes, September 19, 1765. carrying 
85 passengers. Among the familiar 
names in the llat are: Gabriel -> 
Schaffer — Betz — Zwel?art — Garth- 
ner — Hiller — Gottschall — Litcht 
— Pfelffer — Becker — Schaffer — 
Schneider — Wolff — Strauss — Os- 
tertas; — Metz^er — Weller. 

The Ship MyrtUla." CapUin James 
Caton, from Umdon, September 21. 
17G5, carrying 33 passengers. Among 
the familiar names in the list are: 
Schmidt — Dieterlch — Prey — Nau- 
mann — Bnrgholdter — Keller — 
Meyer — Wissler — Christian. 

The Ship "Countess of Sussex," 
Captain Thomas Gray, from Rotter- 
dam. October 7, 1766. carrying 23 pas- 
sengers. Amoni? the familiar names 
in the list are: Hacker — Metzler — 
Schultz — Vohl — Hubert — Bender. 

The total nnmber of passengers Im- 
ported on these ships were 299. 

17M— Lancaster Goulgr a MoAeni 
SwUmlaad. 

In Switzerland there are many tab- 
lets containing lists of names of those 
who fought and died in the various 
Swiss wars. These lists are numer- 
ous. They are found attached to pub- 
lic buildlnsfs. churches,- ancient resi- 
dences, boulders, monuments, and on 
other permanent baaea throughont 
Switzerland. They contain the names 
of Swiss patriots from 1766 onward, 
and the names of some prior to 1766. 
The names are particularly nameroos 
of those who fell in the Napoleonic 
wars. 

Hon. W. U. Hensel, who died early 

in 1915, while Tlaiting Switzerland 
made note of manj' of thesn above 
named tablets; and stated to the com- 
piler of the annals that If the anr- 
roundings did not prove to you that 
you were in Switzerland you would 
conclusively presume that you were 
reading the names taken ftom fha aa« 
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8«S8ment8 lists of ths central, north 

and eastern parts of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania. The names are exactly 
the same, both the sumamee and 
christian names, and the proportions 
of pprsons of one family name com- 
pared with those ot other family names 
are identical with the proportion in 
X4Uicaster Countjr. That is the family 
names which are most numerous in 
Lancaster County are the ones that 
are the most numerous there, snch as 
Millers — Herrs — Weavers — Stauf- 
fers — Harnishs — Millans — Ken- 
digs — Eshlemans — Hubers and 
others. 

]7M-Slilp Beeoids of This Tew. 

Five vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in PhUadelpliia harbor this 
rear: The Ship "Chance" under Capt. 

Charles Smith from Rotterdam Sept- 
ember 23, 1766 with 106 passengers. 
The Ship "Betsy" under Capt. John 
Osman from Rotterdam October IS. 
with 84 passengers. The Ship **Cull- 
Odian" under Ma.stor Richard Hunter 
from Lisbon October 15. with 12 pas- 
sengers. The ship " Polly " under 
Master Robert Porter fom Rotter- 
dam October 18, with 53 passengers. 
The ship "Sally" under Master John 
Davidson from Rotterdam November 
4, with 7 passengers. 

The total number of passengers 
were 263. 

Among the familiar Southeastern 
Pennsylvania names in the list are: 
Ifuller, Weitzel, Arnold, Locher. 
SehafTer, Weber, Kehl, Heister, Lants. 
Hasler, Becker, Welngartncr, Lipp, 
Gross, Conrad, Locher, Weber, Fliclc. 
Frey, Martin, Sand. Zimmerma-Ott, 
flbffer. Staiger. Hoffman, Wollf, Mos- 
ser, Keller, Volmer, Benner, Kauff- 
man, Wagner. Miller, Frantz, Zleg- 
ler, Eckert, Oberlander, Fisher, 
Meyer, Stoltsfus. Muller, Walter, 
Herman. Donner, Schmidt, Jacob, 
Schreiner. Henninger and Amecker. 



1767— CtanuM^Swlss Improved Afil- 
CBltnral Implements. 

It is shown from some early re- 
cords that the German-Swiss did not 
lag behind in certain improved meth-^ 
ods of conducting th^ affairs. Those' 
before referred to show that the Her- 
man T^ancaster County Clover Seed 
had gained great reputation in early 
days. These farmers of the Susque* 
hanna Valley made efforts to turn 
ouc hii^h grade products. The clean- 
ing of the grains was an important 
matter to (hem. 

In the Pennsylvania Gasette April 
9, 1767 there appears among the ad- 
vctlsements the following^ 

"Dutch Fans & Screens made and 
sold by Richard Truman at James 
Truman's place Elbow Lane near the 
Harp & Crown Tavern at Third 
Street. Philadelphia, also various 
wire work for cleaning grain and 
flax." Accompanying this advertise- 
ment there is a i)icture of the Dutch 
Fan; and it shows the fan to be simi- 
lar to those In use about here for 
cleaning grains just btfore the com- 
bined trasher and seperator took 
their place. 

This article is cited to show the 
progress made among these people at 
this date in the processes of agrlcul- 
ture. 

1767— Lottery for Church ImproTC- 
ment. 

Among not only the early Germans 
but among all nationalities of early 

settlers in southeastern Pennsyl- 
vania and elsewhere the lottery be- 
came a favorite method of raising 
money for laudable Improvements. 
We have given items on this before. 

Anofhpr Itom on the same subject 
is found in the Pennsylvaia Gazette 
of October 22, this year and is as fol- 
lows: 

"The Managers of The German 
Lutheran Church Lottery In Earl 
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Township Lancasetr County are 

obliged to postpone the drawing till 
thf 4th of January next. And as 
there are but few tickets on hand 
those who desire to become adven- 
turers are requested to be speedy in 
applying for the same." 

1767— The German-Swlss As Political 

I.eaders. 

In the Gazette of October 8, 1767 it 
Is reported that those elected to the 
assembly for Lancaster County were 

Emanuel rarponter, James Wright. 
Jacob Carpenicr & James Webb. And 
those elected for sheriff were James 
Webb Jr. and Stone and tor 

roroncr Mathias Slouch and Adam 
Reigart. The (Jovcrnor had the right 
to select the sheriff and coroner out 
of the two persons for each of these 
offices elected hy the people. 

1767— More LIgkt On the Abore Qcr- 
man Lottery. 

To show that lotteries in days past 
were perfectly legal and did not par- 
take of the criminal nature which now 
brands them as public evils. I cite an 
act of assembly passed (7 St. L. 133) 
authorizing the same. The circum- 
stances justifying the resort to lottery 
are set forth In the act as follows: 

"Whereas it hath been represented 
to the assembly of this province by 
the Church w^ardens and elders of the 
German Lutheran Church lately built 
in Earl Township that not-with-stand- 
ing the subscriptions heretofore made 
towards raising a sum of money for 
the erectins and finishing of said 
church there yet reinalns a consider- 
able sum of money due for the work 
already done, and a further sum be- 
sides what has been hitherto raised 
by contributions anion-!: themselves 
will be wanted to comi)lete the same 
and to erect a school bouse near the 
said church for the education of 
youth: Therefore it is enart^tl. ote , 
that Edward Hughes, Michael Tiefeu- i 



derfer, Philip Martsteller. John Shultx, 

Charles Miller. Heor^e Rine. Oeorsre 
Stnhley anrl Henry Rockey of Lancas- 
ter County shall be and are appointed 
managers and directors of the lottery 
hereby instituted and to be drawn and 
to attend to the drawing of the lota, 
etc., and they shall cause proper boolu 
to be prepared in which each leaf 
shall be divided into three columns, 
on the first column shall be printed 
4444 tickets, numbered from 1 to 4444; 
on the middle column shall be printed 
4444 tickets same as first column and 
likewise numbered; in the extreme 
column a third rank or series of tick- 
ets of the same number as those of the 
other two columns, which shall be 
joined with oblique lines and iu addi- 
tion to the date, each ticket shall have 
printed on It: 

This ticket entitles the bolder to 
such prize as may be drawn against 
Its number. If demanded in nine 
months after the drawing Is finished 
subject to such deductions as is men- 
tioned in the scheme." 

And the managers are empowered to 
sell the tickets In the extreme or last 
column at 15 shillings each to he cut 
out through the oblique line or device 
indentwlse and delivered so as to 
secure his Interest In the tidcet. When 
all tickets of the column are sold the 
managers shall cause the tickets of 
the middle column to be rolled up and 
fastened with thread or silk the same 
being cut out of the books Indentwise 
(by a waving or saw tooth line) 
through the oblique lines and pat 
thera Into a box marked with letter A 
and to be sealed, till the tickets are 
to be drawn; and the first column 
shall remain in the book to dlaoorer 
any mistake. 

And another book of tickets in two 
columns of 4444, tickets in each col- 
umn shall be prepared with oblique 
lines across; and 1519 of the tickets 
of the outer column shall be called 
fortunate tickets and on one shall be 



Digitized by Google 



GERMAN-SWISS CHURCH LOTTERIES. 



343 



written 112 pounds 10 sbUllngv— on | tbe prizes drawn to 
twoiot them 37 pounds and 10 shill- { amount to be raised. 
Ings — on four of them 18 pounds and 
15 shillings — upon 10 of them 11 
pounds and 6 shillings— on 20 of them 
7 pounds 10 shillings— on 50 of them 
n pounds and 15 shillings — on 100 of 
them 3 pounds — on 400 of them 2 
pounds and' 5 shillings— on 932 of 
them 1 pound 10 shillings, and a up 15% of the prize secured by him 
premium of 9 pounds 7 shillings ad- for the object intended and expenses, 
ditlonal to the first fortunate drawn | To add zeal to and to whet the inter- 
ticket and the same to the last one est In the plan one capital prise and 



make up the 

It was an at-, 

tractive plan indeed — 4)14 persons 
paid in the 3333 pounds, each oue pay- 
ing 15 shillings for his ticket or (15 

shillings for each ticket he bought) 
*i pound and then 1519 persons fall- 



ing into the luck of getting the 3333 
pounds In prises and each one giving 



makes 3333 pounds. Out of these prizes 
the managers are to deduct ratably 
15% amounting to 490 pounds and li) 
shillings the sum needed for the 
school and church. And the outside 
column of those tickets shall be rolled 
up and put in a box marked "B" and 
sealed, and the boxes shall be taken 
to a public place and the managers 
shall publicly cause the boxes to be 
unsealed and the tickets well shaken 
and mixed In each box. And a disin- 
terested i>prson shall draw out one by 
one the numbered tickets and another 
person draw out one by one tickets 
not numbered tnm other box among 
wliich are tho l."19 fortunate tickets, 
the other 2925 being blank. If the one 
drawn at same time a numbered one 
is drawn Is a blank, thej shall be put 
on one file; if a fortunate one a clerk 
shall record the number and amount 
drawn and so on till the 1519 fortu- 
nate ones are drawn. 

The result was to be published In 
the Pennpyiv:uiia Gazette and a de- 
duction of 15 per cent made and bal- 
ance went as prizes. Then when the 
expense of the lottery was taken out 
of thf 15' ; nr 190 pounds the balance 
went to the church and school house. 

What fun these German Brethren of 
Earl had In drawing the lottery! One 
can see in the plan a provision to ease 
the conscience of the projectors and 
to salve the disappointment of those 
drawing the blanks — viz. that the 



8 or 10 other very large ones were 
offered. Who would not have nibbled 
at such bait even today, in spite of 
the plan being Illegal? It would al- 
most be strong enough to divert our 
credulous inventors in '^old raining 
stock, etc., from their favorite haz- 
ards« to a scdieme at home where the 
chance of wiunincc was more certain. 

This plan from another angle is in- 
teresting. The man who drew the 
112 V6 pounds by paying % pound 
cleared up all the money that 150 
others paid in. 1519 lucky ones gath- 
ered in ail the money that the 4444 
put down. This operation affecting 
4444 persons and Involving 
pounds (about $15,000) had to be re- 
sorted to and employed to raise about 
450 pounds or 12,200 for the laudable 
purpose desired. It Is small wonder 
that the legality of the lottery has 
been stmck down. 

Of course what I have said la no 
condemnation of the pooplp who held 
this particular lottery. All grades 
and nationalities and religions and 
sects as well as the public itself, em- 
ployed the lottery. 

17«7— Skip Becoras of This Tf«r. 

Seven vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in Philadelphia harbor this year: 

The Ship "Juno" under Tapt. .John 
Robertson, from Hotttrdam. January 
13, 12 passengers. The Ship "Sally" 
under Capt John Osman, from Rotter- 



lucky ones had to shave off 16% of [dam, October 5, 116 passengers. The 
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Ship "Hamilton" under Capt. Charles 
Smith, from Rotterdam, October 6, 
with 134 passengers. The Ship "Brit- 
talnla" under Capt. Alexander Hardy, 
from Rotterdam, October 26. with 39 
passengers. The Ship "Brlgantine 
Grampus" under Commander Henry 
Robinson, from Rotterdam. November 
4, with 7 passengers. The Ship "Min- 
erva" nnder Capt. John Spurrier, from 
Rotterdam, November f), with 88 pas- 
sengers. The Ship "Sally" under Capt. 
Patriclc Brown, from Rotterdam, No- 
vember 10, wltb 86 passengers. 

The total number of passengers 
were 432. 

Among the familiar Southeastern 
Pennsylvania names In the list are: 

Hir.sh — Hiiber — Sommer — Adam 

— Bernhardt — Detweiler — Bast — 
Muller — Weber — Acker — Miller — 
Zlegler — Hartman — Dlebl — Diets 

— Fisrlior — Beyer — Lechler — Lutz 

— Hoffman — Duchman — Keffer — 
Zeller — Kuutz — Smith — Schneider 

— Oramm — Bnts — Smith — Mart- 
man — Beck — Wagner — Schmidt — 
Futter — Hirsch — Dietrich — Stelg- 
erwalt — Nauman — Herr — Stahl — 
Schaffer — Fischer — Kauffman — 
Blankenburg — Schmidt — Pfeifler — 
Dleterich — Roth — Schaub. 
1767— Peter Mlller*8 Presidency and 

Dlfieulties. 

Peter Miller, at one time a prior or 
president of tbo Ephrata community, 
in letters, tells of his labors and dif- 
ficulties. In Vol. 16, Has. Reg. 256. 
speaking of the beginning of his pres- 
idency he says be followed a learned 
man in that position. He also says 
(p. 254) that soon after he arrived in 
Philadelphia in 1730 ho wns ordained 
in the old Presbyterian meetinghouse 
by Tenant. Andrew and Boyd. Then 
he served among the Germans several 
years and he quitted the ministry and 
returned to private lite. 

He continues his story saying that 
charity was their chief oecupatlon. 
'K^onestogues waa then a great wil- 



derness," he .says, "and began to be 
settled by poor Germans who desired 
our assistance In building homes tor 
them; which not only kept us em- 
ployed several summers, at hard car- 
|)enter's work but also increased our 
poverty so much that we needed the 
necessaries of lite." Then he says, 
tax troriblMs arose and that "The con- 
stable entered the camp and demanded 
a single man's, tax; some ot the 
brethren paid and some refused and 
claimed each a monk's immunity. But 
the constable summoned some wicked 
neighbors and delivered 6 ot the breth- 
ren to prison at I^ncaster for 10 days. 
But the venerable magistrate set them 
at liberty and offered himself as bail. 
His name was Tobias Hendricks. At 
court, when the brethren appeared, the 
fear of God came on the gentlemen 
who were to judge them when th^ 
saw the six men before them reduced 
to skeletons by their charitable labors 
and privations though they were in 
prime of life, and the judges granted 
them their freedom under the agree- 
ment, that the whole number of the 
brethren should be taxed as one fam- 
ily." 

He says that In the French and In- 
dian War a Marquis from .Milan in 
Italy lodged a night in the convent or 
Cloister; and that he presented to him 
the formor president's sermon and 
writing on the "Fall of Man" publishrd 
in Edinburgh Magazine and requested 
It to be given to the Pope. The Pope 
greatly appreciated It 

1768— SUp BMoris of Tids Ttuf. 

Four vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in Philadf Iphla harbor this year: 
The Ship "Pennsylvania Packet" un- 
der Robert GUI from London, October 
3, with 19 passengers. The Ship ''Min- 
erva" under Thomas Arnott from 
Portsmouth. October 10, with 109 i>as- 
sengers. The Ship **Crawford" under 
Charles Smith frtmk Rotterdam. Octo- 
ber 26. with 85 passengers. The Ship 
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*'Betoy'* under Capt Samuel Hawk 
from Rotterdam, October 26, with 102 

pafsf ngers. 

The total uuinbcr of passengers 
were 315. 

Among the familiar Southeastern 
Pennsylvania names in the list are: 
Llnder — Brenner — Hoffman — 
Bngel — TYaaenfelder — Wagner — 
Huber — "Wolff — Decker — Herr — 
Koch — Holland — Strecker — Weber 

— Zimmerman — Fisher — Dietrich 

— Meyer — Schmidt — Hartman — 
Keller — B<rkor — Heller — Dietz — 
Glehl — Fries — Diehl ~ Anthony — 
Sleber — Muller — Kuntz — Dupont 

— Bemhart — Huber — Qerhart 

i;<8— Oeman Fields DaftroyaA bj 

Hafl. 

A writer in the Ponnsylvania Chron- 
icle of 1768 as reix)rted in Vol. 8, Haz- 
ard's Reglater, page 124, under the 
title of "Hailstorm in Lancaster Coun- 
ty" says: 

I now sit down, under the shade of 
a friendly oak In the country. In order 
to give you some account of the late 
dreadful storm here, the effects of 
which I have taken pains to examine, 
having rid several miles for that pnl^ 
pose. 

"On Friday, the 17th inst., about two 
o'clock P. M. the sky was overspread 
with flying clouds, apparently diarged 
with heavy rain. The wind blow 
pretty fresh from the S. E. and thick- 
ened the clouds in the opposite quar- 
ter: so that about 4 o'clock there was 
"darkness visible" in the N. W. at- 
tended with a distant rumbling thun- 
der, and now and then a small gleam 
of lightning, without any esploslons. 
The clouds deepened more and more 
in the N. W. and there seemed to make i 
a stand, being opposed by the wind 
from the opposite points. At half 
after four, they assumed a frightful 
appearance, and at last formed a large ; 
crescent, with Its concave sides to the | 
wind, and Its inner edges tinged with 
a dusky violet colour. About 6 thai 



wind veered about to the N. W. whldi 

Immediately gave motion to the 
rlonds, nnd discharged a most dread- 
ful and destructive volley of hall. The 
storm then proceeded la a 8. B. direc- 
tion, at the rate of about twelve miles 
in an hour, attended with a most 
dreadful noise, something like the 
sounds of cannon, drums and bells 
mlifgled together. The hall stones 
were of various dimensions, shapes 
and forms. Some measured nine 
inches in circumference, some seven, 
whilst others were no larger than peas. 
As to their forms, some were globu- 
lar, some spheroidical, surrounded 
with small excresences or knobs; some 
elliptical, and some Irregular and 
smooth, like pieces of broken ice. 
Such as were globular, were endued 
with so much elasticity, that they re- 
bounded from the ground like a tennis 
ball. This storm divided into several 
branches or veins, (if I may use such 
terms) all which kept the same course, 
but bent their fury most towards the 
mountains, hills and highlands. At 
Susquehannah the hail was as large 
as pigeon's eggs. At Lancaster about 
the sise of peaa; at Dunkertown, and 
in the Valley, between the Welch and 
Heading Hills, they were as large as 
turkey's eggs; in some other places 
still larger; and at Reading no hall 
nppeared. The damage done by this 
storm is very great; the county of 
Lancaster alone, It Is thought, has 
suffered several thousand pounds. In 
many places there Is not a single ear 
of wheat, rye, barley, &c., but what Is 
cut off; and nothing left but the green 
straw, bruised and beat to pieces. It 
is melancholy to see fine plantations, 
and extensive fields, which, a few days 
ago waved with luxuriant crops, now 
lying waste. Ibny able farmers, who 
expected to carry several hundred 
bushels of grain to market, will be 
obliged to buy bread for their fam- 
ilies; and many of the poorer kind 
will be ruined, and reduced to beg- 
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gary. All these ppoj)!© are now mow- 
ing their late promising and rich 
crops, as fodder for their cattle. Their 
distress Is trulr moTtng and ftlarmliis. 
At Dimkcrtown, It is said (with what 
truth I cannot say) that cattle were 
kllM hy the hail; but certain It is. 
that about Muddy Creek. In this 
ronnty. calves, pigs, fowls, etc., were 
killed in that settlement; the ground 
In the woods. Is as thick corered with 
crrocn folia.^p. beaten from the trees, 
as it Is with the fallen leaves in the 
month of October; and in many places 
the birds are found dead In woods and 
orchards. The X. W. side of the fruit 
trees are barked, and all the glass 
windows on that side, that were not 
secured by shutters, are demolished; 
and even the rails of fenofs visibly 
show the impressions of the hail upon 
them. Tn short, this storm threw 
evf ry person, who saw it, into the 
most dreadful consternation: for the 
oldest man here never saw, or heard 
anything like It." 

1769— Ship Re<-ords of This Year. 

Four vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived In Philadelphia harbor this year: 
The Ship "Nancy and Sueky" under 
Capt. William Keys from London, Sep- 
tember 1. with 13 passengers. The 
Ship "London Pecquet" under Capt 
•Tames Cook, from London. Se|)tember 
2y, with ir» passengers The Shi]! 
"Minerva" under Capt. Thomas Arnott, i 
from Rotterdam. October 13. with 92 
passengers TUo Ship "Crawford" un- 
der Capt. Chas. Smith, from Rotter- 
dam, October 24, with IS passengers. 

The total number of passengers 
were 1S8. 

Among the familiar South oastern 
Pennsylvania names in the list are: 
Roth — Miller — Mellinger — Weller 

— Bents — Dobler — Weber — FYIti 

— N'eff — Becker — Hess — Jacob — 
Weber — Schafler — Arnold — Stumph 

— Zlegler — Fny — Jacob — Hl&ckel 

— Hoifman — Flick and Miller. 



iniMSkIp BMOiis of TUs Tear. , 

Seven vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in Philadelphia harbor this year: 
The Ship "In Tlie Snow Neptune" un- 
der Thomas Edward WalHs from Lis* 
bon, Porttii^al, July 27, with 8 pas- 
sengers. The Ship "The Hrit^ Dolphin" 
under Capt. Geo. Steiihanson, from 
London, August 29. with 9 passengers. 
The Ship "Snow Hose" under George 
Ord. from Lisbon, Portugal. Sept. 10, 
with 7 passengers. The Ship "Min- 
erva" under Thomas Arnott, from Rot- 
terdam, Orfoher 1, with passen* 
gers. Tlu' Ship "Brittannia" under 
Richard E^ics. from Lisbon. Portu- 
gal. October :'>, with 6 iiassengers. The 
Ship "Sally" under John Osmond, from 
Rotterdam. October 29, with 79 pas- 
sengers. The Ship "Crawford** under 
Chas. Smith, from Rotterdam, Novem- 
ber 2?>, with 2f> passengers. 

The total number of passengers 
were 224. 

Among the familiar Southeastern 
Pennsylvania names in the list are: 
.\lison — Miller — Do re — Kuntz — 
Hess — Woltf — Schmidt — Weber — 
Shultz — Marx — Becker — Helntz — 
Zimmerman — Wasrer — Stein — 
Klein — Dietz — Waguer — Petersen 
— Bauman — Stauffer Gramm -~ 
Oidil — Rohrer — Hartmann — Seits. 

177» Oetm aas ani the CranMttnrt 
Claim. 

An Item appearing In Vol. 9, of Col. 

Rec. G63 gives us Information of the 
early life of our ancestral German- 
Swiss people in Wyoming Valley, of 
the traitorous conduct of brother Ger- 
mans under Connecticut Yankees 
This is the region in whicli massa- 
cres occurred later, perpetrated by the 
Indians, and the region In which dur^ 
Ing the' gloom of the Revolutionary 
War (Jenpral Hand led an expedition 
exterminating the Indians. 

The item is a report made to the 
Colonial Council and Is as follows: 
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*Vf. Tighman eommimlcated to the 

'Board a Lf^ttor he had Just rerelved by ' 
Express I'loin Charles Stewart, 
Esquire, dated at Easton, the 2d In- 
stant, which Informs lilm that on 
Wednesday the 28th ot last month, 
the New England Men, accompanied 
by a number of Germans, appeared 
before the Houses at Wyoming, pos- 
sessed People under the Proprietaries, 
whooplnR, Yelling, and Swearing they 
would have the Prisoners which had 
been talcen from them, and after ex- 
pressing much abusive Language they 
began to Fire upon the People in the 
Houses, who immediately returned the 
Fire, by which one of the Germans 
was shot Dead, and thereupon the New 
England Hen, etc, returned to the 

Fort. etc. 

The said Ix>tter contains several 
other particulars relating to the Con- 
duct of the Connecticut People at 
Wyoming. (Vide Letter and Its in- 
closures.) 

The Board taking Into Considera- 
tion the best Measures to be pursued 
on this Occasion, advised the Governor 
to write a letter to Gen<>ral Oape in- 
forming him of the riotous Conduct 
of the Connecticut People in talcing 
possession of the Proprietary Lands 
at Wyoming, and of the Legal Meas- 
ures used by this Government to re- 
move them and prevent further Dis- 
turbances, and also requesting the Aid 
of the King's Troops to support the 
Civil Government in the Execution of 
its legal Authority on any future | 
Exigency. j 

This was one of the raids made by | 
the Connecticut people and some Ger- 
man sympathizers with them, trying 
to enforce the famous Connecticut | 
claim. The claim made was that a 
part of northern and northeastern 
Pennsylvania belonged to New Eng- 
land Colonies. Connecticut was the 
leader." 



1790— Spinlag and Weavtag of the 
Indnstrial Oenaaa Womaa of 

Lancaster. 

"In 1770 and hefore, an elahorate 
textile manufacture was carried on 
here by our industrious Qerman 
mothers, God hless them. In the year 
May 1, 1769, to May 1. 1770, cotton, 
woolen and linen goods, consisting of 
clothing, bed clothing, curtains, etc., 
of thirteen varieties, nnl" by the 
women of Lancaster, reached 28,000 
yards reported, with materials in the 
looms for 8,000 yards more and many 
more not reported at all, as the Ger- 
mans feared It was sought for taxa- 
tion. One good mother alone, while 
at the same time she was proprietor 
of one of the principal hotels in the 
town wove 600 yards herself (Pa. Gaz., 
June 14, 1770). 

1771-Sliip BecMia of This Tear. 

Nine vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in Philadelphia harbor this year: 
The Ship "Pennsylvania Packet" un- 
der Peter Osborne, from London, June 
17, with 7 passengers. The Ship "Brig 
•■Vmerica^'' under William Coi)eland, 
Lattitnore. from London, July 21, with 
12 passengers. The Ship "Minerva" 
under Thomas Amott. from Rotter- 
dam. Sejjtemher 17, with 98 passen- 
gers. The Ship "London Packet" un- 
der Capt Cook, from Lisbon. Portu- 
gal, Seiit. 19. with 9 passengers. The 
Ship "Brigantine Recovery" under 

Bull, from Rotterdam, Oct. 31, 

with 51 passengers. The Ship "Tiger** 
under George Johnston, from Rotter- 
dam, .\ov. 19. with 108 imssenijers. The 
Ship "Crawford" under Charles Smith, 
from Rotterdam. Nov. 25, with 8 pas- 
sen,'i« rH. The Ship "Hri:,' Hetsy" un- 
der Andrew Hryson, frnni London, 
Dec. 1, with 38 passengers. The Ship 
"General Wolfe" under Richard Hun- 
ter, from Lisbon, Dec. 10, with 10 pas- 
sengers. 

The total number of passengers 
were 841. 
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Among the familiar Southeastern 
Penna. names in the list are: Bach- 
raan — Rohrer — Eckman — Stahl — 
Hepp — > Miller — Sehaffer — Wentx 

— Kuntz — Ostpr — North — Wag- 
ner — Heiss — Kurtz — Wenger — 
Straub — Schmidt — Berger — Ack- 
erroan — Weber — Benner — Thomas 

— Becker — Sehneldcr — Warner — 
Apple • — Beyer — Steinbecker — 
Martin — Marx — Weill — Zimmer- 
man — Trexler — Wollt — Herr — 
Smith and Berger. 

1771->Sllk Prodactlon In Lsncaiter 
Conatf lUg Year. 

In Vol. 1 Haz. Reg., page 63, there 
is an aceount of cocoons (or silk 
balls ) purchased in Philadelphia and 
among them there is mention of cer- 
tain of them which came from T^an- 
caster. Among these Lancaster pro- 
ducers were Samuel Davis who pro- 
duced seven pounds and 8 ounces— \ 
John Ashbrldge who produced 39 1 
pounds and 8 ounces — Caleb Johnson i 
44 pounds and 4 ooncea — WllUam 
Heny 16 pounds and Isaac Wmtlock: 
as it took a great many cocoons to 
make a ijound, their yield as stated 
above was quite considerably large. 

1772— Ship Records of This Year. 

Eight vessels carrying Palatines ar- 
rived in Philadelphia harbor this year: 

The Ship "Hope" under John Roberts, 
from London. Feb. -4, with i''; pa.'^scn- 
gers. The Ship "Minerva" uuunr James 
Johnston, from Rotterdam, Sept 80. 
with 39 passengers. The Ship "Craw- 
ford" under Charles Smith, from Rot- 
terdam, Oct. 16, with 94 passengers. 

The Ship '^Catharine" under 

Sutton, from Rotterdam. Oct. 19, with 
19 passengers. The Ship "Phoebe" 
under Castle, from London, Oct. 19, 
with 6 passengers. The Ship "Sally"' 
under John Osmond, from Rotterdam, 
Nov. 3. with 53 passengers. The Ship 
"Hope" under George Johnston, from 
' Rotterdam, Dec 3. with 40 passengers. 



The Ship "Bright Morning Star" under 
(leorg Demster, from Rotterdam, Dec. 
24, with 44 passengers. The total 
number of passengers were 318. 

Among the familiar Southeastern 
Pennsylvania names in the list are: 
Vast — Wohler — Jacob — Ziegler — 
Hartmann — Beck — Miller — Bentz 

— Kessler — Hoffman — Zimmerman 

— Ziegler — Beyer — Rupp — Mnl- 
ler — Winter — Staulfer — Eberly — 
Smith — Stump — Hess — Vogel — 
Lindeman — Wertz — Paul — Kock 

— Lehman — Ostertag — Dtetericb 
Mcorer — Hoover — Plants Htnts 

— Richards — Hoffmann — Turner. 

tTSft-Cteest SUk FrodneltoB te Lw- 
cMter Covntgr. 

Our German women took great pride 
in the textile industry. In early times. 
They were very industrious. In aeenr* 
Ing clothing for the family, they were 
compelled to do in those times a great 
deal that is done by machinery and in 
great mills now. 

In silk production in 1722 in Penn- 
sylvania for the greatest number of 
cocoons and best reeled silk, Lancas- 
ter County led the entire state, (Phll> 
adelphla city Included) In quantities 
md quality. Widow Stoner herself 
having raised 72,800 cocoons, Caspar 
Fkilkney 28.345 cocoons, and Catharine 
Stelner 21,800 cocoons. All of these 
;)roducers were Germans living in this 
county. Chester and Philadelphia 
counties and city fell tax behind. (Fa. 
Gas., March 17, 1773.) 

1778-ltaiAiW and AgrMtual Caa. 

mem af Our Local denyui-S^'lM* 

We are given a picttire in the Pa. 
Gaz. of Januarj- 2, of this year of the 
manner of doing banking business and 
of marketing farm producta. It la 
stated that "Henry Punk of Manor 
Township on Dec. 19, sent his wagon 
with flour to Newport and gave the 
wagoner Philip Jacobs an order to 
bring 40 pounds or 50 pounds In caah 
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from James Latlmore and a neighbor 
Jacob Center likewise gave him an 
order to bring for himself and others 
100 pounds from James Latlmore and 
Jacob bavins received the casb bought 
a borse at NVwport left his wagon n 
miles on this side of the town ami 
went off. He Is 80 years old "Dutch" 
4% feet hifih sandy hair and copper 
red face, white eye brows, gray eyes, 
large teeth and one crooked leg* Had 
on a blanket coat, a blue great coat 
leather breeches, crown boots, yarn 
stockings. Ten pounds reward and 
charges." 

In tbls we also see that the agricul- 
tural products of the Susquehanna 
valley were sent by wagon to distant 
points— in this case to Newport on the 
seashore; and that long wagon trips 
were a common thing in those days. 
We also see the dishonesty or the 
times. 

1772— **PoYerty of Some of (he Ger- 



In the OMette of January 2S, this 

year (1772) there Is a notice dated at 
Philadelphia, Jan. 20, 1772, stating 
that "There still remain several Ger- 
man families on board the ship 
"Tyger," George Johnston, Master, 
lying in the Bird-in-hand Wharf whose 
freight are to be paid to Willing & 
Morris. These ftunllles are willing to 
serve a reasonable time for their 
freight money and credit will be given 
to those that want it on giving bonds 
bearing Interest** In this Item we 
see again the extreme poverty of 
many of the German-Swiss immigrants 
who came to Pennsylvania and setfled 
la the SehttylklU and Susquehanna 
Talleys. 

When we turn to this ship we find 
that It landed Not. 19, 1771 (Vol. 17 
Second Series Penna. Archives, p. 497) 
and that it carried 118 male passen- 
gers. There is no list of the number 
of females: and we are not able to tell 
whether tiie names stated In the rec- 



ords include only adults or rhil lren 
and infants also. It is certain that 
there were a number of females on 
board: but likely not as many aa 
males. The following is a list as given 
in the record. 
The names are as follows: 
John Kreble — Nicholaus Scheuerman 
— Ludwig Schneider— Hans Georg Ben- 
ner— Sebastian Willie— Nicholas Grun- 
enwald — Peter Wagner — H. Jacob Wag- 
ner—Johannes HttUer— Johann Jacob 
Beyerle — Dominicus Heyrom — Johann 
La utcnschlas^er — Peter Wasser — Henry 
Ai)ple — Anthony Klein — Johnaanes 
Helgle — Caspar Beyer^Nlcklaus Koh- 
ler — Jacob Burg — George Hann— Jonas 
Bleerh— (lustavus MuUer — Peter Od- 
eru — Wilhelm Kumpf— Johannes Ihrig 
— Henrlch Rlcker— George Blssenrlng 

— Joh. Gottlieb Stelnbecker — Johann 
Adam Low — Johan Gas pas lx)rentz — 
Johan Wilhelm Schneider — Johann 
.Nickel Martin— Johann Ludwig Starck 

— Johan Conard German — Johannes 
Peter Reusch — Johannes Schott — Joh- 
annes Nitiel— Georg Volck — Peter 
Kessler — Johannes denner — Jacob 
Marx - Peter Trexler — Jacob Kessler 
— George Michael Weiss — Jacob Sam- 
uel Oolde — Johann Michael Belts — 
George Mich Ratfenberger Johann 
Wilhelm Fleek — Hen Tar. Raiiben- 
heiuier — Joh. Hen. Lauteuschiager — 
George Henrlch Kindle — Johannes 
Waltninn — Johann ChrLst Jager — Joh- 
ann IVter Weill— Johann Daniel Cleiss 
— Lewis Noy — Sebastian Unacht — Mar- 
tin Bberts — Adam Stelner— Henry 
Wchber — Nicholas Jost Mathels 
Fauth — Johannes Motte — Friederich 
FOlts-^aeob Holbnan — ^Nicholas Hoff- 
man — Jacob Ihrlg— Johannes Lupp— 

'Chritoph Storner — Henrinh Mulherger 
—Martin Grabn — Johann Freiderich 
Dorr — Johann Peter Sehrlg — Johann 
Georg Horn — John Bernard Leyer — 
Hans Hcfnrirh Zimmerman — Gottfried 
Kuhner — Johannes Leonhardt Henu — 
Johann Adam Draoker— Johann Leon- 
liard Ragel— Goard Meyer— Johannes 
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Mul!« r — I>oonar(l Kessler — Johannes ' bpanflfii! and sitlendlil exami)le to 
Schneider — Carle Benner — Martin Ben- 1 tnod<;ru oflice-holders and servants of 



ner— Adam Gro88liart--Mlchael Trez* 

ler — Conrad Haasee — Joh. Daniel 
Schwanfplder — Johann Nicolas Fuchs 
— John Port — Hans Georg Acker- 
nann — Georsr Simon Orun — Johannes 
Wiirhorpr — Johannes Willniann — Nicl- 
aus Samuel Golde — George Friederich 
Kucble — Wilhclm Schmidt — Johan 



the public. The resolution Is found In 

the Pa. Gaz. Oct. 14, 1772. and also in 
Harris' History of Lancaster County, 
page 130. and is as follows: — 

"To Emmanuel Carpenter, Esq., late 
one of the Representatives In the As- 
sembly for the CSounty of Lancaster: 

Sir: The hur^fesses, assistants, etc.. 



Georg Scheuermann — Johann Michael , i u r i . . .K• 
Tl. • t u vt .. . o of the borough of Lancaster met this 
Ihng — John Nov — Johannes Schletzer *. *w ^ ^ v 



— John Jorts — Jacob Scheibly — Adam 
Als— Johannes Reuseh — Johann Jacob, 

Menges — Johannes Klebel — Hans Mich 
L-iutcnschla? — Anton Bbt'rhardl — 
Philip Egle--ChriBt Jercmias Schmidt 
— Conrad Radman — Jacob Banner — 

Joban (leors I..autenschlag;er — Conrad ; 
Von Halt — .-Vndreas Ehnier 



day, at the request of a number of the 

reputahle inhabitants of the borough, 
and beint? sensible of your services as 
one of the itepresentatives for the 
county of Lancaster In the General 
.■\ssonibIy of the Province, thosf spv- 
enteen years past, have directed th.it 
the thanks of the corporation be of- 



Many of the above German-Swiss * assurance of 

descendants are living today and inrt ^Pi.robaflon of your s eady and 
affluence and have not the slightest I "'^'^^^^ ^'^V^'^- 



idea of the poverty of those dnys. 

1772 — Kmmannel Zimmerman Fore- 
most liocal <<erman-Swi8s. 

In the Pt'iina. Clazetti" of October 14, 
1772. we tind that, unlike most men. 



as you have declined serving your 

country in that capacity, I am charged 
to mention, that it Is the earnost wish 
of the inhabitants of Lancaster that 
you may be continued In the conimls* 

Hion of the peace and a Judge in our 

country, whore you have so long pre- 



Emmanuel Zimmerman was elected to , ajjed. ' and deservedly acquired and 
office again and again agaln.st Ms ' g„pport«d the character of an upright 

will; and l>egged his constituents 



many times to release him from fur- 
ther holding political office. But his 
reputation and character and the re- 
sults which he obtained for his com- 
munity and state were so great that 
the people would not heed his request 
to be released but ke) t on electing 
him. Finally in 1772 he came to a 
positive resolution not to hold office 
any longer. This final decision the 
people accepted but not without pass- 
ing a resolution of their respect for . conduct as a representative and mag- 
hlm. listrate for this County gives me great 

He w;is a citizen of Lancaster Bor- satisfaction. I hope to continue tO 
ou^h and the whole Borough In its deserve yotir great opinion by en- 



md impartial magistrate, ftc 

By order of the Burgesses and As* 

sistants, 

Casper Shaffner, Town Clerk. 
(Signed) 
Lancaster, October 8, 1772." 

To which Ehnmanuel Carpenter made 
answer as follows: 

"To the Burgess of Lancaster County: 

The appreciation you express of my 



corporate capacity passed the resolu- 
tion and sent it to him. His attitude 

toward i)ublic office and the manner 
in which he discharged his duty are a 



deavoring to discharge any trust re- 
posed Ih me with Impartiabillty and 
fidelity. 

Emmanuel Carpenter.** 
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A similar resolution ot respect andj 

ocMfulonce was passed at the samo 
time in compliment to George Ross; 
and appears in the same Issue of the 
Penna. Gas.; but as he is not a Ger- 
man-Swiss but of En.^lish extraction 
the article does not properly fall into 
tiiese annals. 

177S— LancMter County Clorer Seed 



In the Penna. Gas. April 14, 1773. 
appears the following Item: — 

I^ancaster County Red clover seed 
of the last year's growth to be sold 
by Benjamin Paulley at the sign and 
*^rown of the AnvU" on Market 
Street above Fourth and opposite to 
the sign of the Conestoga wagon. This 
shows that at that time the German- 
Swiss farmers of Lancaster County 
were producing a very superior article. 

lilt QtirmtmSydu BedeMptfoMn. 

In the Penna. Gaz. of Sept. 22, 1773, 
the following notice is inserted with 
special reference to Lancaster County 
farmers calling attention to the num- 
ber of young German-Swiss passen- 
gers who are willing to bind them- 
selves out for several years to pay 
for their paasage: — 
"Lancaster Co. 

German Passengers: 

Just arrived in the Ship Brittenna, 
Johnes Peters master a number of 
healthy German passengers chiefly 
young people whose freight are to be 
paid to Johannes Fisher and Sons or 
to the master on hoard ship lying off 
draw bridge.** 

This gives ns a view of the hard- 
ships and dlfllculties of the remote 
ancestors of Lancaster County. 

1773 — EstabUgbment of Glass Factory 
by ft flenuB. 

The Pennsylvania Gasette of Mar. 
17, 1773, contains the notice that: 

"The proprietor of the Aniorican 
Flint Glass Manufactory at Mauheim 



Lancaster County with the advice of 
many gentlemen of Philadelphia City 
has offered a scheme of lottery to the 
patronage tii Hie public to enable him 
to carry on a manufactory of public 
advantage and to raise a sum of 
money for that and other beneflcent 
purposes, in the sdieme mentioned." 

This was the Stiegel factory, which 
though it liatl lH>en In oiieration some 
years needed more capital than it then 
could command. Stiegel the famous 
German of whom we all know, and 
other early German-Swiss jx'ople 
whom he had associated with him 
made a veiy superior line of glass- 
ware in Lancaster County at tliat 
time. 

177S— Phlladelphhi uid Baltimore Rlr* 
als for German Trade and Prodnce 
of Susqnelianna Valley 

In thp riazette of April 7, 1773. it is 
stated that: 

"There are many anonymous hand- 
bills of great complaints about the 
badness of the T-ancastcr Road by rea- 
son of which the writer says we will 
lose the western trade. "Nie inhabi- 
tants of Lancaster, Tork and Cumber- 
land counties carry a Kreat jiart of 
their produce to the landings on 
Christiana Creek. Blk River, and Bal- 
timore. Christiana Creek has always 
been a near and saf<» way to transport 
the produce of the Counties of Chester 
and Lancaster to the markets of Phil- 
adelphia and always will be. This 
trade was early eneourged by some of 
the ablest and best merchants of the 
Province. The people who are most 
alert in koeiiine; good roads to Christi- 
ana landing deserve the hearty thanks 
of the public. 

Tou will find that there is but one 

main road from the bark couiitips to 
Baltimore and thereby the inhabitants 
are able to keep it in good repair. 

On the other hand by several roads 
being laid out from Siiscjnehanna to 
Philadelphia they are all very bad and 
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Spoil trado. And the now one now to 
be opened and ordoro ! by the Gov- 
ernor and council is laid out in sigfht 
of the old one and very erroneously 
laid out by those who wish to in- 
crease their land to sell. It is laid 
out on the worst and swampiest 
ground an tiie way to the ''Ship 
Tavern." 

Our predecessors formerly Judged 
very right in laying out the public 
roads to Lancsster. They looked for 
the highest and best ground and made 
It central to the inhabitants whose in- 
terest it is to go to the 'iaBdlngs" 
snd to Conestoga and Tulpehocken 
settlements. Let us repair the old 
road. It will cost only one-tenth as 
much as to make a new one.**— A 
Friend of Liherty." 

In this we see early road politics— 
also the deep concern with which Phil- 
adelphia viewed Baliitiiore as a rival 
for the Susquehanna trade. Then too 
we Bee that c-onslderahle of the Ger- 
man-Swiss rural development and 
progress in Susquehsnna Valley de- 
pended on the highways to the big 
business centers of Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. 

liTS— Ship Becords of This Year. 

Fourteen vessels carrying Palatines 
arrived In Philadelphia harbor this 
year: The Ship "Pennsylvania" un- 
der Peter Osborne from London April 
30. 22 passengers. The Ship "Cath- 
arine Sutton" under (name not 

given) April 80. 18 passengers. The 
Ship 'T!r5-:mfinp Dolphin" under Ar- 
thur Hill from London May 31, 36 pas- 
sengers. The Ship "Carolina** under 
Ben). Loxley Jr. from London June 4, 
8 passengers. The Ship "Sally" under 
John Osmond from Rotterdam Aug. 23, 
114 passengers. The Ship "Brittannia** 
under James Peter from Rotterdam 
Sept. 18. 118 passengers. The Ship 
"Catharine" under James Sutton, Sept. 
21, 14 passengers. The Ship "Union" 
under Andrew Bryson from Rotter- 



dam Sept. 27. 97 passengers. The Ship 
"Hope" under George Johnson Oct. 1, 
from Rotterdam. 75 passengers. The 
Ship "Charming Molly" under Robert 
Gill from Rotterdam Oct. 22. 60 p^^- 
sengers. The Ship "Crawford" under 
Charles Smith from Rotterdam Oct. 25, 
66 passengers. The Ship "Snow Nep- 
tune" under Thomas Edward Wallace, 
from Lisbon Nov. 5 passengers. 
The Ship "Fame** under James Dun- 
can from Lisbon. Nov 2i, 3 passen- 
gers. The Ship "Clementina" under 
Patrick Brown from Lisbon Dec. 7, 7 
paramgers. The Ship "Montague" un- 
der Wm. Pickels from Lisbon, 36 pas- 
sengers. 

1774— Ship Records of This Tear. 

Six ve.sspls carrying Palatine? ar- 
rived in Philadelphia harbor this year: 
The Sliip "Snow Sally** under Capt 
Stephen Jones, Aug. 15, S passengers. 
Thp Ship "Brlgantine Nancy" under 
Thomas Armstrong from Hamburg, 
June 21. 7 'Passengers. The Ship 
"Charming Molly" under Robert GUI 
from London, Sept. 29, 14 passengers. 
The Ship "Union" under Andrew Bry- 
son from Rotterdam, Sept 80, 108 pas- 
soii'-^er.s. Tho Shi]) "Patty and Pez^" 
under Robert Hardie from Lisbon. Oct. 
29, 12 passengers. The Ship "Sally" 
under John Osmond from Rotterdam. 
Oct. 81, 62 passengers. 

1774— L«cal Cbmaa-Swlss wd tke 
Beroltttfea. 

All readers of local history know 
that, heiiinning with 1774. the County 
of Lancaster in common with other 
counties and sections of the Province 
of Pennsylvania held patriotic meet- 
ings protesting against Groat Britain's 
treatment of us and also held meet- 
ings to draw up resolutions up<m the 

stifffrings of Boston and Xpw England 
In general. Among the persons who 
attended the meetings there was al- 
ways a considerable numher of our 
patriotic Qerman-Swlss people; thej 
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•did their i»art nobly In that straggle 
418 well as others. 

mi-SUp BMoidt of This Tear. 

Just two vessels carrying Palatines 
arrived in Philadelphia harbour this 
year: The Shi]) "Catharirx'" under 
Johu Baron from London, Jan. 16, 7 
passengers. The Ship *'Klng of Prus- 
sia" under William Potts from Rotter- 
dam, Oct. 9, 68 passengers. 

177&— AmJsh KeMonllo Immigrants. 

In Vol. 7, ILiz. RpL^. ir.O may be 
found a monograph culled "History of 
the Amisb, etc."; it is only a slcetch 
however. Among a number of other 
thinKS the author speaks of these men 
wearing long red rapes; and the 
women wearing neither bonnet, hat 
nor capes but a string is tied around 
the head SO the hair Is kept from fall- 
ing in their faces. He says that they 
lived in a limestone country and near 
the Pequea. whose water was clear 
and cold. As to worldly possessions 
he says that they desired very little 
and gives an Instance of a brother of 
the faith being offered 1000 acres of 
land bv the Penns free, to siain this 
iulluential man's favor and thereby ■ 
stimulate purchase of land in that 
neighborhood. The writer states that 
the old churchman refused it saying 
that it was against the church as they 
did not believe nor approve of a man 
owning more land than he could cul- 
tivate. 

In the same article a petition is set 
forth addressed by these people to 
William Penn or his son datrd 1718 
which is quite interesting and which 
we have mentioned in its proper place 
In these annals. 

1776~Jo8eph Feme Begins Gunmali- 

Inf for the If nr. 

In 10 Col. Rec. page 290. under the 
date of July 22. there was a lesolu- 
tlon passed by the Committee of Safety 

as follows: 



•*RBSOLVED That a messenger be 
sent to Joseph Ferree, of Lancaster 

County with a lettor from this Com- 
mittee requesting him tu complete the 
guns wrote for as patterns^ and to 
know how many he can furnish of 
the same kind and at what price." 
This little item is sufficient to show 
u9 that Lancaster County and Its Qer- 
man-Swiss had a prominent i»osition 
in the time of the Revolutionary War. 
There were others besides Joseph 
Ferree making guns In the towns of 
Lancaster. 

177a— MennonUes Cosfesslon of Faith. 

We have stated at a prior place in 

theso annals something of thi» Dor- 
trecht Confession of faith under the 
date of Id'i'l and of the first confession 
of faith in the new world at Con> 
pstoga about 1721. 

Wo now notiro that the Mennonites 
revised their confession of faith In the 
European countries about 1776. In 
Vol. 7. Haz. Reg. 129 it is state! that 
the Mennonites followed a confession 
of faith about that date composed by 
Cornelius Rlas, preacher, and which 
was publiahed that year at Hamburg. 
He goes on to say that this gave them 
new life in Europe and that they 
launched out on education: and erect- 
nd the Mennonite College at Amster- 
dam. Considerable more is set forth 
in the article just mentioned. 

1776— Germau'SwIss in the KcToln- 

tlonary War. 

Vol. 4, Fenna. Arch. 771 we are told 
of the formation of the German Bat- 
talions for the War. Not only is this 
so but tlure were sovoral Orman 
regiments in the War. One of the Ger- 
man regiments was very largely made 
up of Lancaster County Germans. 

1777— CtemaBs Agnlntt Military Laws. 

In Vol. 5. Penna. Arch., page 343, we 

find set forth that the local German- 
Swiss people were very much opposed 
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to methods which would make a mili- 
tary nation of America; and again on 
page 504 they voiced their opposition 

to military proot^odinps in very cer- 
tain and positive tones. In the tame 
book, page 396. It la recorded they re- 
fuaed to sell their produce for military 
purposes l)eliovin}X that the country 
was taking a wrong course. In the 
same Vol., p. 427, we find these breth« 
r^n mcetlne; and passing remonstrances 
aj-'ainsf military action. About the 
same time iu the same Vol., page 376, 
we find theae aame brethren talcing a 
positive stand and resortin? to ptron- 
U0U8 actions at York. A similar ac- 
count of other proceedings may be 
found, 'pase 414 ; and page 768 another 
stand acainst militaripm in Pennsyl- 
vania is recorded as being taken. The 
leaders of these Germans were wide 
readers and thoughtful students and 
their newspaper was highly rosi'ccted 
and was subscribed for by the Govern- 
ment so that the authorities nil^ht be 
ablp to keep In touch with r.rrman- 



the struggle would be lost and their 
treatment from Great Britain would 
be harder than ever. This led them 

to rofnsf to sell cattle for war pur- 
poses; (Pa. Arch. Vol. 8. page 329) 
and also to oppose the payment of war 
taxes/ Do. 330. The result was a 
laree number of them were Impris- 
oned for this matter of conscience. S 
Do., page 348. 

178t— flsroutt Soelety for BdM of 



This year as may be seen In Vol. 10 

St. L. '.iTi'} the snfrcrlncr of the German- 
Swiss i>eople of Pennsylvania caused 
a law to be passed to incorporate a 
(lerman Society for contrlbutiiig reHef 
to the distressed Germans in Pfnnsyl- 
vania. The act says that the Germans 
by their numerous settlemmts In Penn- 
sylvania havf* Rreatly contributed to 
the wealth and strength of the State; 
and that it is necessary to furnish re- 
lief to those who need aaslstance hore^ 
and teach their children the English 



Swiss thought and action. Col. Rec. i and German lansuagos. thereby allow- 



11, page 409. The paper however was 
discontinued the next year. Col. Rec. 
11. p. 673. 

177S-«Diiteli» DIsaffeetioii. 

In the Pennsylvania Magazine of 

History and Biography. Vol. of 1715. 
]>nzc -A?>. the re can bo found an article 
upon what the writer terms to be the 
disaffection of the (3erman-Swiss for 
the stand this country was taking 
against Great Britain. However this 
may be. these people did valiant serv- 
ice in that struggle. They did how- 
ever renew their coinnlaint :i inst the 
oath which was attempted to be urged 
upon them. Vol. 6 Penna. Arch. 572. 



ing these children to finish their stud- 
ies at the Univeralty at Philadelphia 
and to have means of creating a 
library. A society for these purpo.'^es 
was needed. The act then goes on to 
set forth the organisation of the so- 
ciety and to mention its purposes, and 
give the names of original founders. 
This shows that they were enterpris- 
ing for an education and general wel- 
fare. 

1782— The Hernian-Swlss Disregard tke 
Prohibiting' <if Trade WiUi 
Great Britain. 



In Vol. 1."? Col. Rec. pages r;i7 and 
328, it is set forth that some of the 
Germsn-Swlss people began selling, 
buying and dealing in Britl.sh goods; 
in spite of the fact that the Colonies 
It seems that about this time Oer- ! had determined not to deal in British 
mans became discouraged with the ! trade in any manner whatever. Those 



1780— €?erman-Swlss and RevoIntfoB 
ary War Taxes. 



long dreary war which w-as in prog- who did so were severely 
ress more than four years and felt that i referred to in this book. 



punished as 
Vol. 15 CoL 
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Rec, page 548, tb«re is an account of 

the seizure of some of those iroods 
that were dealt in by some of their 
people in defiance of what the patriots 
had decided upon. Thia dashing of 
vifws between those who felt it thoir 
Christian duty to live a life of non- 
resistance and to obey the oaths to 
support the British gOTernment they 
had taken when they were permitted 
to enter Pennsylvania on one hand, and 
the patriots on the other hand (who 
were determined to break the bands 
which bound th«>ni to British author- 
ity) caused many bold, open out- 
breaks. One of the most noted of 
these was that of the action of Jacob 
Fries w^ho refused to pny Revolution- 
ary War taxes and defied the United 
States Ctorernment to such an extent 
that he was tried for treason. The 
full particulars of the trial may be 
found in Vol. 18 of the* proceedings of 
the Lancaster County Historical So- 
ciety, page 87. There Is a document 
connected with this trial; namely a 
petition signed by some of the Ger- 
man sympathizers of Jacob Fries ask- 
ing release from these burdensome 
eonditinns, in the library of the Lan- 
caster County Historical Society. 

On the comer of the document are 
the initials of the President of the 

United States, Tliniiias JcfTorson. Other 
particulars conm nin^ the trial are 
found in the paiter of Lewis Richards 



In the proceedings of the Pennsylvania 

:>t:)te Har Association held at Erie, 
It is int«>re8ting to note that 
Judge Chase was impeached for cer- 
tain acts occurring in these treasmi 
prf)cecdings. 

it was our intention to bring these 
annals down to the time of the ReTO* 
lotlonary War. Having done so. we 
now conclude the series. The items 
set forth in the latter part of this 
work are simply specimen Items Hint- 
trating the trend of the life of these 
people and their general policy. It is 
not pretended that all of their doings 
are here chronicled, but only a few of 
them. Many thousand items that might 
have l)ecn written cnncerninc; them 
from 1750 onward are not taken in the 
scope of this work. Many of the 
items of this volume have been gath- 
ered from rare sources and translat- 
ed from the Dutch and German lan- 
guages; in .which languages the orig- 
inal manuscript which we have con- 
sulted were written. 

We feel that the estimate we gave 
in the opening paragraph of this work 
is justified by the material included 
within these covers. 

Our task is now at an end and we 
leave it to the consideration and judg- 
ment of those who shall road the his- 
tory which, we feel that, herein we 
have helped to preserve. 

II. FRANK ESHLE.VIA.N. 
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Brosius 

Bninner 283, 2112 

Brunnholtz 211 

Breitinger 92 

Bradford 22^ 

Bub 28 

Bnllinger 19, 40, 41 

Burkhalter.127. 228. 229. 237. 238. 243 

Burkard 38, 249* 264, 267 

Butzer 52^ 52 

Burkholder 84. lOL HO* 118, 12S. 

131. 132. 147. 153. 155. 179. 180. 206. 

224. 226. 236. 233. 249. 250. 287. 288. 

290. 293. 294. 295. 298. 299. 310. 312. 

313. 314. :i22 
Bundely.87. 149. 150. 152. 156. 157. 2flfl 
Burger '. . 98, 99, 236, 293 



Burkey....ll9. 147. 155. 162. 167. 168. 
175. 177. 179. 180. 181. 183. 190. 191. 

292. 232 

Burrows 1^2 

Bundell 132 

Buuholder 225 

Bucher 188.191. 220. 243. 254- 

Buhler 186, Ifii 190, 192* 222 

Burd 221 

Buchanan 221 

Buckwalter 233. 266. 2fi8 

Burchdolph 223 

Bushong 245, ZM 

Buth 24fi 

Buszhaler 21fi 

Butt ..' 254 

'Buckley 25& 

• Busch 2f[ll 

I Bull 263, 2fi3 

•Buch 2fil 

I Buden 2£1 

; Bushong 2M 

Buner aij 

Buckenmeyer 268 

Bumgardner 283, 293, 294, 2ia 

Burkhart 283, 293, 302, 310, 212 

Buck 223 

Buchman 3^ 

Bucher J22 

Burki 157^ 

Byler fi£ 

By gb boom iQa 

Byerly ^12 

iCpnpel 21s 

Carterer 212 

Carpenter 

12IL 192. 193. 204. 224. 233. 350 

Cartlldge 194^ 216^ 21Q^ 211, 212 

Carr 221 

Calvin 

Cassel 5 

Capito (Wllfong) 22, 25 

Caspar 48, 212 

Carter 2IO, 226.253. 263 

Catton 213 

Cameron 252 

ICammel 21S, 252 

(Cartho 221 

,'Capp 212 

Candle jfiS 

Camlle 2fi8 

Campbell 310, 212, 312 

Cantom 31fi 

Casper 211L 222 

Carpenter 320. 342 

Care 3Q3 

Carlstadt gfl 
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Carnell 102 

Calbert IM 

Chenstsy 

Christiana. .102. 104. 106. 243. 267. 2113 

Christopher 211^ 233, 2^ 

Charles §, 11, il 

Christen 12S 

Churts 210, 2U 

Christ 232x 242, 250, 249. 2fi3 

Chartier 226 

Christraan ZSQ 

Cheeseman 223 

Chilton 21Q 

Chalkley 118 

Christy 235 

Chase s . . 355 

Civility 2161 

CIrkel 269; 

Cloud 200^ 226i 222 | 

Clark 21fii 

Clists 243 i 

differ 2ii6 

Clinton 2&a 

Clarke 213 

Cline 317 

Coffman 210. 233 \ 

Conine- ham. 110. 139. 207. 20S. 209. 23£U 

Conrad 121 1 

Cope 193, 206* 20L 218 

Comb m 211 

Conradt 22U| 

Cooksin 218 

Cohalan 222 

Cooher 2fiii 

Cook 262 

Coatman 225 

Coatain 303, 312i 313, 'ilH 

Coob 263 

Cook 21fi 

Cookson 270, 232 

Cooper 2111 

Coolan 211 

Conrads 2112, 211L 313, 319 

Conradt 211 

Coller 1112 

Crovden 210^ 222 

Crenier 172. 188. m 

Creamer 60. 176. 242. 242 

Craighead 221 

Cresswell 22fi 

Cressman 232. 2fi2 

Cresap 25L 

Cramer 270, 31^ 314 

Cranch 2II> 

Crawford 214 

Creagh SiKl 

CrelliuB 282 



Crawford 221 

Cuyper &I 

Cunningham 212- 211 

Cusack 283 

Cutis 2fiS 

Daemon 109 

Das bach 228 

Dayrolle 128 

Danzler 182 

Daesher 24 

Dawson 2111 

Davis 205, 210, 218, 284, 348 

Danager 2llfi 

Daniel 221, 2fil 

Davenport 222 

Dennmark 2 

Denlingers 223 

Denck 21, 23, 24, 26, 103, 16, 2a2 

De Vreede 107, 114 

Devour 221 

Detwiller 135i 239, 247, 2511 

Dewees 132 

Dellenbach 12 

Detchar 240 

Dettenbern 265. 2fiS 

Deis 2fifi 

Delllnger 203 

Dellyn 276 

Deer 2113 

Deerlnger 269 

DeGrove ZSil 

Decker 212 

Deinig 263 

Deknatel 289. 228 

Deshler 268 

Detterman 282 

Detweiler 3Q3.3(oO 

Diter 237 

Diehl 264, 281 

Ditcher 212 

Dinkleberg 222 

Dickinson 135 

Diffonderfer 143, 227, 229, 242 

Dleboldswiler 48 

Dirks 83, 118 

Dlrckson IM 

Dlnzler na 

Dierstein 237. 228 

Dietrick 242 

Diller 266 

Diggs 296. 221 

Dietz 2112 

Dietrich 310, 212 

DifTenderfer 142 

Dobbs 225. 223 

Dougherty 217. 333 

Doom 108, 109 
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Dock 131 

Donens HI 

Doneder 210, 2^^ 

Donnager 211 

Dohltan 123 

Dock 220 

Dorwart 2SlL 

Doebler 255 

Dotterer 2M 

Doeck IM 

Doemen IM 

Dreler 26, 2^3 

Druckmiller 145 

Duster aS 

Dumbach 222 

Dummersmuth 122 

Duchtl IM 

Dubach IM 

DusUer 2h£ 

Dubbs 2M 

Dunlap 313 

Duraell 2&i 

Durell 2S5 

DuLuc 145 

Dyer 22fi 

Dylander 2M 

Dyles m 

Ebersoles 21U 

Eberly 254, 310, m 

Eby. .. .3, 49. 63, no, 134, 139. 200. 205. 

206. 210. 22i 
Ehpr30le....l62. 173. 181. 184. 191. 222 

Ebtrman 243, 247 

Eberhard 299 

Eberhart 

283. 303. 312. 313. 254. 262. 2fi3 

Eckert 5, 24L 266, 283. 2M. 310, Ul 

Eckman 303, Zll 

Edwards 214, 226, 270 

Eder 12 

Egll. ■ ■ .81. 84. 85. 87. 104. 171. 191. 332 

Blnsberger 112 

Eicher 186, 2M 

Elnmann 188 

Elgelberger 266. 2M 

Eigster ili2 

Elselman 222 

EIsl 13 

EHenberger 159. 160 

Elsbeth 1211 

Ellmaker 2fiS 

Ellis ai4 

Emsler 81 

Emraett 22fi 

Empson 13, 221 

Bngle 160. 229, 263^ 261 ZSl 

Engerston ZZl 



I End 

I Enghert 

j Engles 285, 293i 

lEngler 

' Enders 

I Erlsman 190, 193, 19L 209^ 

Eramus 

Erb 260. 294. 

Ernst 

Eshleman 12L 159, 229. 232. 

241. 242. 249. 251. 2113 

Estauch 

Eschbacher 

Etshberger 268, 

Everllng 3, 113, 119. 

Evans 224, 226, 

Everson 

jEwing 313^ 

i Eyers 201, 202, 

Falkner 

, Fahnestock 

j Fiauck 

I Fautz 249. 

Fallman 238^ 

I Farrlcks ' 

iFairchlld 

iFalck 

! Farrick . . 

Fahrm 151. 160. 187. 

Falkney 

I Ferle 

i Fexersteins ! 

Ferrell 

Fenner 

Ferree. AlO, 191, 205, 218, 226, 253, 

F'egley 249, 

Fehl 264. 

Fearer 

Fontalnmansdorf ] 

f^erre 193, 201. 

Fierer 

'■ Fisher 242, 243, 249, gM. 263.' 

26L 269, 270, 283, 302. 310, 312. 

aii — — 

F^nk 263, 26S, 266, 

Flllar .-7;^ 

Flamming * 

Flumer 

nicklnger 4S, iVl 

Floss 

Flicklger 173^ 

Flaharty 

Fletcher ' 

Flicks 

F'orry 78, 80, 229, 253, 193. 

Forney 117, 

Foutz 



225 
2^ 

m 
iia 
m 

233 
62 

aii3 

303 

m. 
23a 

266 
120 



21s 

222 

2fl5 
249 

25 
251 

239 

210 



2M 
31ii 
25 
121 
348 

233 

09 



la 

SI 

2M 



266 
31 

353 
21 

264. 
313. 

270 

lis 

121 

m 
m 

212 

130 
212 
219 
162 
192 
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Fortsrens Ill 

Fosel m 

Forsterman 14^ 

Foltz 299. ZQl^ Jilil 

Fox 26L 299» 300. 302i 310. 'il^ 

Frantz 20L 236, 238. 243, 256. 2fi3 

Franciscus 

150. 202. 204. 205. 206. 212. 224. 233 

Frick 15L Ifll 

Freyiorren Iflfl 

Frlxllly 1^ 

Fries 182. 1^3 

Fridv IM 

Frlder IM 

Froshour 43 

Freldley 41 

Frederick 62, 69^ 205. 2fi3 

Frlcks 84 

Fredericks US. 233 

Frey 16L IM, ISL 190. 191, 19L 

231, 238. 242, 243, 249, 25L 252, 

254. 266. 267. 269. 270. 214. 283, 299, 

303. 310. 314 

Frltzer 2fi4 

Franklin 243, 262, 2&1 

Frieman ZA2 

Frank 243, 25, 302, 312 

Friedt 24fi 

Frame 21 

Frutlnger 17L IM 

Frutlger m 

Frant 302 

Frantz 270, 299, 303, 3L2 

Freeh 2fi3 

Fritz 303« 310, 122 

Freeh 2M 

Fritz 303. 310, 3i:i 

FroBchauer 51 

Friedley Ifl 

Fricken 92 

Fredericksen 154 

Fries 255 

Furst as 

Fuchs hi 74, 23& 

Fuhrman 52 

Funk 56, 119, 133, U±, 150. 152. 192. 

193. ISS. 202. 201. 205. 208* 220. 22L 

229, 233. 238. 229. 25C, 2fil. 299, 

3i'r>. :!4S 

FuUmers 2fi4 

Fiithey 21& 

Furer * l&l 

Furxer 1S£ 

Furney 291 

Furst 2S 

FuKce 321 

Gatuerslaugh 1112 



[Gattschalks 131 

Gasser 173, 184. 132 

iGaumann 173, 180, 183t IM. 1^1 

jGalbl IM 

Gautschi 18L ISA 

Gardner.... 210. 2ia. 230, 2M. 263, 3111 

I Gait 21S 

;Galbreti 221 

Gain 190, lai 

Garber 

47. 48. 54. 219. 220. 263. 283. 33fi 

Gaul ai 

Gatschell 221 

Garret 2211 

Garlbseath 21& 

Gaunian 237. 293. 291 

Gable 243, 2fil j264 

Gabrlll as 

Galbraith 2211 

Gamber 311 

Garack 3M 

Gallete 2fi2 

Gauler 29^ 

Gabito Sa 

Gevotli 132 

Geishbucbler 132 

Gerfer 76, 8L 126, 127, 159, 162, 163^ 

170, m. 179, 183, 185, 18fi. ML 190i 

191. 2M 

Geibel 121 

Gelger 12a 

German 185. l&S 

Gerwanni lail 

Gehrhart 243, 267 

Gerlach 243, 21i 

George 211 

Geldbaugh 2&i 

Geisberts ZS^ 

G«rgory 212. 

Geiser 2fli 

Gerber 48, 51, 76, 294 

Gerhart 299. 312, 313. ZlA. 

Gerlach 310 

[Gerhmann 310 

Genter 315 

jGilleser ma 

Gilles Ilia 

Glllius 51 

Gingrich no 

Gilbert Ift 

Gissler isi 

(Ji.sf'lor 190 

: Gilljerts 283, 2111 

Gierbach ma 

Glaus ISZ 

, Gleiler 231 

, Glerecki 23S 
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Gleller 22& 

(;olthc 6Q 

Gonertzs 82 

Gochnauer 95. 151^ 19L 242 

Good 100, 209. 210. 229. 233^ 23L 

238. 246. 2fi2 

Goyen 199 

Gontchi Ifll 

Godschalk 142 

Gouman Ill 

Gordman 224 

Gordon 230* 232i 233^ UL 2&1 

Godfrey 2L& 

Goodman 264^ 2fi2 

Gotshall 'IM 

Goervertz Hli 

Graff. . . a9. m 205. 206. 220. 232. 238. 

2:)fi. 260. 268. 317. SSfi 

Graffenreid 136^ 121 

Grasser llll 

Grauaer fi 

Grayblll 

IL 18. 19. 20, 38. 79. 103* 226. 229 

Gross 220, 229. 237. 21 

Graaf lii 

Greisinger IS 

Graf 185. m 

Gruner Si) 

Gran 22L 223 

Griffith 221 

GraefT *. . 198. 210. 212^ 22L 2fifi 

Grubb 224. 2h2 

Grimpson 212 

Griter ZiiL. 

Grieb IhS. 

Grinin 124. 179. 262 

Grilden 2m 

Grasser 1911 

Gruner IM 

Grunbacher 1&4 

Groff 193. 213. 220. 229 

Grelder 2M 

Grey 241 

Greir 2fiQ 

Graffts 2fiQ!. 262 

Grove 262 

Graenu 2iiii 

Greyblll 17, 18. 24 

Graubunden 211 

Grayblll 20. 292 

Graeme 21L 299 

Grassold 2fiS 

Greene 21ii 

Grenhenbuhl 292 

Greenawalt 2111 

Grelff 2M 

Groff 268. 285. 212 



Grier 292 

Grove 299. 214 

Groeme 2112 

Grors 2111 

Grubb 269. 295 

Gusper , 4S 

Gut. 104. 119. 15L 104. 106t 129i 162f 1^ 

Guth 2ia 

Gulden m 

Gulldin 191. 194 

Gutzler 22ii 

Gutwohl 246 

Guth 2fiE 

Gysler 121 

Hafele ISL Iflll 

Hauri 185. 191. 205 

Hackbrett 161, 196. 191 

Haer 83, 204 

Haldeman 48. 53^ UlL 184* 191 

Hager 5,^ 3112 

Hain 132 

Haller 43. 254.27. 180. 249. 264 

Hammerlin fi 

Harvey 202. 204 

Hatzler 20. 24^ 25 

Hatz 48 

Haslibach 48. 65 

Hattauer 92, 24 

Hauser 192. 252. 2511 

Hagen 

Harnlsh 209. 233, 242 

Hassler 218^ 22& 

Hapegger 129 

Habcgger 113. IM 

Hagy 193. 265. 26& 

Hafel! ifl7 

Haiggy 2114 

Harman 2114 

Hayne 2fll4 

Hare 210. 233. 25fi. 223 

Hampher 2111 

Haas 2^2. 212 

Harlan 24 

Hassert 22fi 

Hahns 2211 

Haggeman 226. 222 

Hartman 236. 243. 264. 266. 268, 285, 

299. 302. 312.) 131 314. 219 

Hattel .V ;-)'?. 22a 

Hamilton 241 

Haith 256 

H^becker 262 

Harrison 261 

Hasel 65 

Haberly 42 

Hahn 299. 302. 312 

Haines 2&fi 
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Haldcman IS 

Hall 270. 22a 

Hailing 2M 

Ham I) ai5 

Hamilton 2M 

Hamburgh 31i 

Harle 2M 

Hart 270, 283, 2Sa 

Harris 210 

Hartllne 2fia 

Hasllbach i& 

HasRler M2 

HasB 202 

Hasaelton aM 

Hazlewood UQ. 

Hanke 2fi2 

Hauser 202 

Haor S2 

Hallonlus a2 

Hagen aS 

Hackman 222 

Herr. . . .2. 6. L 49, 8fi M 22* IM, 

150. 192. 193. 202. 203. 204. 206. 2fiL 

224. 228. 2r^8. 245. 262. 212. 220. 256. 

205. 301. ::o2. 303. 310. 212 
Herman .... IL 56, 193, 21(L 233, 243 

Henry 5L238. 

Hershey 

913, 202, 206, 226. 228. 256, 32 

Helnberg &i 

Hess.... 88, 93, 192x 224. ^ 232. 2iiL 

2:;8. 264. 2fi2 

Hendricks 94^ 122, 20L 210, 212 

Hertig immi^ 

Helmann 112 

Heiniger 184. IM 

Hearsey 2M 

Hearse 2115 

Hereby 192 

Hews 210 

Henlson 221 

Henry 243 

Hensel 229, 242, 340 

Hellar 

239. 251. 264. 270. 283. 299. 312. 314 

Hertzler 236. 202 

Hersh 23L 22S 

Henrick 94. 245, 24i 

Hetrick 242,25L203 

Hendrlck 92, 154, 255, 27L 244 

Hershel 2fifi 

Hergebrat 2fifi 

Heyer 2M. 2fiS 

Heargelrat 2fiS 

Herger 2M. 

Hersh 270^ 202 

Hertzog 215 



Hermans 

283. 285, 29L 299, 303, 310. 312, 212 

He.ss 275, 302, 310. 312, 213 

Hertig 222 

Hensel 299. 30S. 309, 211i 

Heller 302. 222 

Heinzelmann 217 

Hedia 82 

HInkle 224^ 222, 2fia 

Hinden Ml 

HInnelberg 102, IM 

Hickman 122, 22fi 

Highstetter 2ila 

Hilllgart 22fi 

Hickenbolten 22fi 

Hlestand 229. 242, 246, 221 

HIcht 221 

Hildebrand 252 

Hlggenbottom 257, 2fi2 

Hickner 2fi3 

Hllllgas 215 

Hillengas 2^ 

HInnige 262 

Hirsh 212 

Hirschler 291 

Hlrt 22& 

Hltchock 211 

Hitner ill 

Hlrsche 225 

Hol)erIy 42 

Hoffmelster ; 42 

Hoffman 13, 35, 36, 3L 43, 52, 103. 

187. 228. 229. 236. 243. 248. 252. 264. 

265. 266. 267. 270. 275. 299. 302. :n2. 

313. 314 
HoUinger 

14, IM. 263. 296. 299, 310, 212 

Hock 43, 264 

Hoffer 4L Ifi 

Hove U 

Hochstetter 103, 206. 212 

Honenck 193 

Hollingswortb 211 

Ho.stetter 20L 243, 25fi 

Hodgen 211Q 

Hodgson 2fi4 

Hoover 192, 22iL 264, 2fia 

Hoffman 189. 212 

Koffs 121 

Hoffer 159, 229, 23L 243. 245, 41 

Holtzer 171 

Homnore 178, 182, 183 

Hoober 2fl& 

Hource 205 

Houser 210. 233. 310 

Hoff 251 

Howry 204. 213 
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Howard 



21S I Jansons 12Z 



Honenger 2il 

Hoorn 144, 224 

Hostler 22^ 

Hodel 221 

Hofstetter 232 

Hodel m 

HoCfnagel 233 

Hollenbaik 233 

Hoak 213 

Hostetter 243^ 214 

Honbley 24a 

Hornberger 241 

Howell 2fi3 

Hope 2fi4 

Houston 2£4 

Horst 2fifi 

HolTraeier 25, 32 

Holienbach 311 

Hogr^ans 311i 

Honor 314 

Hope 2fia 

Ho?endorf 83 

Hubner 269^ 312 

Hull 238^ 2fi4 

Huber. . . . 4L 76, 95. IMi 152^ IM. 12L 
220. 229. 238. 254. 260. 275. 283. 285. 
299. 302. 312. 313 

Hupmeier 22^25.28,29,1113 

Hubmier 25L 2a2 

Huss 6 

Hunaecker • 48, 135* 22S 

Humberger 9ll 

Huetwold 12Q 

Hunsberger 3i 

Husser 123 

Hunter 143, 218, 231 

Hugo IM 

Hughes 21D 

Hufford 233 

Huberts 

Hup part 



Jansen 142 

Janthauser 153 

Jansz 112 

J Jackson 109i 224 

Jacobs 2fii 

Jacob 293i 310, 2iS 

Jacoby 3U2, ;nu, lU 

Jackson 313 

Jager 2M 

Jarger 2£3 

Jacobson 133 

Jefferson 312^ 35& 

Jenruy '. i8 

Jennie IM 

Jerome 6 

Jenner 151 

Jeggll 184. 131 

Johns 253 

Jonsen 83 

Joost 14i 

Jones 21L 213^ 23L 2IA 

Johnson 222. 348 

Kahlor 133 

Kalonford Ifi 

Kampen 83 

Kauffman 104, 106. 12L 123, IZL 

162. 202. 204. 237. 238. 239. 243. 256. 
263. 264. 283. 297. 299. 31L'. 319. 325 

Ka.sdorp 13iL 142, 233 

Kaester 14ii 

Kaner IM 

Kautz 21, 22, 124, 250i 285. 313 

Kallen 185, ifiS 

Kampf 181 

Kalggey 232 

Kalb 48 

Kapp 22i 

Kasper 233 

Kast : MA 

242 I Kancmans 332 

284 ! Kelster 132 



Huebmeler 23. Sli 

Hummel 303 

Hunter 313 

Hut 3a 

Hyndman 333 

Huth 3ii 

Hunslcker 13 

Hughes 312 

Hyde 2M 

Imhotf 

Imrael 



Kern ^ 333 

Keller 23, 68. 220^ 254, 260. 266. 268, 

283. 299. 302. 310. 313. 38 

Kemp 249. 2M 

Kern pis 62 

Kendig 102, 110. 149, m. 192, 193. 

202, 204. 206. 229, 23L 238. 239, 234 

Kcelers 229 

Keener 223 

231 1 Kennett 211 

118. 119. 266. 2fiS Keague 23i 



Ingold 233 I Keith 202, 213, 2M. 209, 222, 231 

Iseman 249. 251. 332 ! Kes.selberr> s 131 



^i,^•- 



Isott 
Iseli 



mi 



Kellar 23L 243, 21L 235 

Kepllnger 237. 213 
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Keagy 25fi 

Kendrick 

Kerr 2M 

Keffer 266, 2fiS 

Kepler 2fi2 

Keiper 21h 

Kemper 22& 

Kessler 

Kenneway ilii 

Keppely Hii 

Keppele 312 

Keanke ill 

Keck an 

Khehr " 2M 

Klasler 2a 

Killer as 

Kingelffbecker 

Kfpffer 119, 243, 245, 274, 

KitzmfUer 229^ 230i 2fll 

Kirkpatrick 221 

Kllllan 22fl 

King 

210. 224. 233. 270. 285. 310. 312. 313 

Kllheffer 232 

Klndlg 148, 205, 232 

Kllhaver 25fi 

Kipp 2L1 

Klnzer 264. 2M 

Kiehl 303 

Kirk 3ai 

Klare m 

Kline 184. 243 

Klugh 2Sfi 

Kleh 231 

Kline 239. 243, 254. 2£3, 264. 266. 

267. 2M. 269. 285. 29L 302, 312, 314 

Kllnehona 243 

Klein 247. 269. 283. 313 

Klaws 4& 

Kraidllch 232 

KnauBs 2m 

Knappenberger 2fifl 

Knor 2M 

Knopf JM 

Knoubuler Ill 

Knoll 112 

Knenbuhal m 

Knoppenheflfer 2fifi 

Koch 64 

Koster 122. IM 

Kohler 28, 159, IM 

Kolb 

129. 133. 136. 142. 171. 243, 245, 142 

Koffman 2llSi 

Koner IM 

Kocherthal 131 

Konlg I86i 294. 3fi2 



Kobel 23S 

iKolg 2411 

jKoffee 2S£ 

Kocks 274. 2S3 

[Kolb iiiii 

! Koppenbeffer 2M 

jKoplin 2fia 

I Kommer 2M 

Konard 311 

Kopp 109, 313 

Kohn 33fl 

Krayton 2M 

Kfahenbuhl 48, 189, ISL 231 

Krutzen iSa 

Kraehel ua 

Krlck 12fi 

Kraymbuhl Ifi2, IM 

Kropf 12& 

Kreybuhl 113 

Krenbuhl 186. 23& 

Krebs 18L 189, 190. IM 

Krelder 20L 238. 243, 2fill 

Kryter 212 

Kroff 185 

Kropfli 185, IM 

Krow 224 

Kraetzlngen 235 

Kresey 242. 243 

Kruntz 246 

Kriemer 254 

Kraws 2fi3 

Kramer 26L 302, M3. 31fl 

Krantz 30^ 

Kraus 269. 31i3 

Krafts 2S3 

Krees 2Iil 

Kreestman 2M 

Krelder 283 

Kreybill 310 

Krlatler im 

Kulp 4S 

Kuene US 

Kunstel 9S 

Kursten 134 

Kuenbubler IM 

Kurtz 215, 285. 299, 302, 211 

Kuhns 212, 213, 2iVL 191, 243 

Kuenzl 186. 89, m. 23S 

Kuoff 113 

Kupperschulsed 185, IM 

Kuntz 25fi 

Kunzler 2fifi 

Kuller 244 

Kulp 48 

Kuhl an 

Kuhn. . .73. m ML 302, 309, 314. 322 
Kuysen IM 
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Law 22fi 

lATxg 185. 2fifi 

Lartscher IM 

Laurens 154. 1&2 

Laval 1 IM 

Landis 5,49,5LIiiILI6»85,92, 

83. 94, 135, 15L 152, 19L 193, 

229. 231. 233. 238. 243. 2ifi 

Landuno d 

Lantz 43, 266i 225 

Langhams 81 

Lauhel 113 

Lanenberger ISl 

Lauffer 18L 190, lai 

Lauffen IM 

Laman 205, 2fiB 

Lagerd 22& 

Lawrence 2fil 

Liimbert 262i 3113 

Labar 2M 

Lackley aii 

Landea 295, 2afi 

Lanyz ailli 

Lawson 2^ 

Latlmore 349 

Lescher 115 

Lefever.llO. 192, 193, 200, 20^ 205, 21fi 

Lelby IM 

Lemmeker Ill 

Lehmann 173. 188i IMi 2M 

Lehner 18L IM 

Lewis 226, 213 

Leets 22il 

Leadii8 m 

Lee 219, 220, 2hl 

Letort 211 

LeeghU 210,^ 233 

Leemann 129, 221 

Lefever 139* 2M 

Lenti m 

Lentswyler 190i ^ 

Lein 1^ 

Leman 193. 24fi 

Leonard 195, 264, 239, 247, 211 

Leaman 202, 210, 229, 233, 237, 212, 

243. 263. 310 

Lerow 210, 233 

Lusher 220, 237, 252, 294^ 2^ 

Ley 2M 

Lemon 2ai 

Leeman 2M 

Lelnbach 283, ^ 

Lehman 283, 293, aOS, 31Q 

Lelvenlng 2M 

Lederich 2iUl 

Lerch 233 

Lenhart 2112 



Ley 2M 

LIchtensteIn 2S,S6.3I 

LinkI 13 

Linschoten 21 

Llchten IHI 

Lichty US, 119^ 2M 

Llebe l&l 

Line 233, 210, 212 

Ll^ht 210, 233 

Lierstein 231 

Llntner 256. 226. 285. 312. HA 

LItes ZM. 

Lleberger 265, 2fi& 

Lickt>' 311 

Uechty's aiH 

Lldlck 311 

Linkey 12 

Unde a2 

Limberger JUS 

Lloyd 205, 212. 

Ijoffer 5 

Loher 65, 123 

Logan. .163. 210. 218. 223. 230. 256, 2L& 

Lortsches 185, 188, IM 

Ix)ng.. .190, 226. 243. 251. 263. 264. 2M 

Longnlcker 210, 232, 222 

I^nghmane 211L 233 

ljo\e 22fi 

I^ngnecker 228i 229, 233, 211 

Ix)renz 21a 

Lower 2B& 

Luther 8, £2, 6L UL 15, 35, 23 

LuthI IS, 119, 128, 159, ISL 123. 188, 

195. 197. 233 

Ludwig 144, 268, 303, 313 

Lundes 2iLL 205 

Lusser ISA 

Lutzenflllck ISl 

Lniehart 23& 

Lutz 25L 233. 302, 31il 

Luginbuhl 233 

Lummsdaine 225 

Ijudwlg 144 

Lvonltes 3 

Lynch 225, 233 

Mace 131 

Madler Ill 

Mack 13L 212, 232 

Maydock 125, 223 

Mangold 32 

Martin. . .85, 86. 22L 229, 238, 267, 274, 

2113, 310, an aiS 

Manz n, 18,20,25,lli3 

Marpurg 4 

Margrave 63 

Marsh 2M 

Mattl 119 
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Mackell 22A 

Mall - lis 

Maurik 1S2 

Maler l&I 

Maurer IM 

Mayer iMi 220. Safi 

Marlow IM 

Mathews 

Mayley 220^ 221 

Mays 2m 

Magee 

Marshall 254^ ^ 

Matz 2iJi 

Mazer 2, 211 

Manning 'IM 

Macjnd 2fia 

Magee 

Mauss S12 

Mann 299^ 3fl3 

Manusmith 2fia 

Marshe 3Hi ^ 

Mason 312^ 314, m 

Mast aiii 

Markle 3112 

Marchant 

Marsh 283i 284j 

Marshall SM 

Matthias 45 

Marti 2^3 

Marstaller ifili 

Marks 22S1 

Mason 283. 285i 30L ^ 

Maurer 2M 

Mayhew m 

Mangeld SI 

Marcus IM 

Madler Ill 

Marsteller 312 

Merchaiet 251 260, 2M 

Moconcler il 

Melchoir 38, 245^ 2fill 

Melanchlhon 21 

Mettenbasle 3S 

Mever 39, 233, 2Ah. 246, 2iiL 

Media li 

Melsiher IS 

Meulen fil 

Mcvli 85, 86, 98^m 

Meli 

Meier .... 122. 186. 189. IML 209. H''" 

Melllnger 129, 2112 

Meylln m 

Meikernian 202, 2111 

Mock 212 

Metzsar 242, 310, 313, ail 

Melbrin 1 

Mentzer 245 



Melster 253 

Mehring i 

MellsB 5i 

Mercy 2111 

Meredith's 214 

Metzler 285, 299, 31il 

Meylln 2I& 

Meihuisen 222 

Messier 292 

Messner 302. 3L12 

Meyer 302. 310. 312. 313 

Melcher ^ 

Megander 42 

Meylich 22 

Mlllinus 3 

Michel 6 

.Miller.... 34. 65, 66, 69, 10. 73, 74, 79^ 
81,82,84,89,91,93,94.?5,96iaL99, 

100, 103, lOL UL 127, 128. lii. 148, 
162, 169. 184. 185. 190. 192, 195. 196, 
nr, 198. 199, 200, 202. 204. 224. 226, 
229. 232. 236. 240. 243. 245. 246. 24L 
249. 250. 251. 253. 254^ 255, 2afi. 260, 
263. 264. 265, 266. 26L 268, 330. 333, 
342. 344 

Minnlch 236, 2S1 

Middleton 21Z 

.Mlttelberger 133. 305i 306, Slfl 

Michelle 136, 138. 14fi 

Milan 211i 

Milen 2115 

Mitchell 264. 277. 303. 331 

.Michel 6. 14i 

Misel fiS 

Michaels 285. 233 

.Mirry 2M 

Milcv lia 

Morltz la 

.Morider 13 

.Mowrer.s Ill 

Mover 83, 20L 202. 204. 205i 212 

.Mozart 125, 12fi 

Montgomery 224 

Moserl Ill 

Mo.ser 159, 173, 188. 238. 259 

.Mowrer 195, 2611 

.Morris 203. 247, 266, ZUl 

Morj^an 210, 213 

Moor 23L 25L 2fii- 266. 2M 

.Morrison 22L 22fl 

Moore 236. 212. 266. 26L 270. 285. 

299. 313. 314. 318 

Moseman 213. 244 

Mosser 159, 264, 2S5, 292. 331 

.Montpeller ILL 3li 

.Moss 224 

Murhll 33 
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Mnnzer 17,1&23 

Munster 61 

Mumprecht 104^ IM 

Mueller 238. 

Mutrlch IM 

Musser 159.. 192i 229, 243» 248, ZM 

Musgrove ISZs ^ 

Mnssleraan 21iL 233. 22^ 266^ 2&Ii 

Musgraves 221^ 222, 224i 

Mumaw 2A1 

Muller.. .3. 4,6,19,20.34,3LS2,m 

Muchll as 

Mulr 303. 310, 312, aiL Ml. 31S 

Muller's 2SL 29L 2S3 

Mimtz 269 

Muhlenberg 311 

Muller ma 

Mylin 49, 85. 94. 97. 101. 139. 150. 

207. 208. 212. 220. 232. 250. 280. 274 
Myers. . . .38. Ifl, 8L 180. 229, 236. 238. 

239. 242. 243. 247. 254. 260. 263, 264. 

266. 270. 274. 283. 285. 293. 'l^ 

Mc.NaIr 2M 

Mc.Xeal 211 

McMaster 2L& 

McNUe m 

McAllister 2LQ. 

McConnell 211 

McMillan 2M 

McFIUey 331 

Natts 205 

Nagle 2fil 

Nauman 

Naplev 53, fiS 

Newell 2S1 

Noiff 209, 232. 233 

Newcomer .... 129, 229, 239, 256. 2SIi 

Neff 92, 94, 205. 23L 250 

Ncgeli 46, 68, m 

Ncspler as 

Now ha user 94, 128, 186. 12n 

Newswanger 162, 293, 294, 310 

Neukomet 113 

Neuenschwendcr 179, 181. 2.37. 221 

Neukomm ISl. 191. 231 

Neiconier 2QL. 

Ncweomat 210, 232 

Noff 229, 266. 2fil 

Nftjlcy 223 

Neulvkonime 2ili 

Nelson 2^ 

Neaflf 268 

Neffs 283. 313 

Novin aiS 

Newlln 2211 

Nissleey 233 

Nicholas 3113 



Nickolson 31fl 

Noble 2S3 

Noland 22fi 

Norrls 222 

Noaker 2M 

Nohaker 2£8 

Nornlngs 3111 

North 253 

Nusbaum 5L liiS 

Nysti 238 

Oachselhofer 22 

Oberlin 54, 41 

Oberhaall 3S 

Oberly. . . 171, 173. 184. 19L 310, 4S 
Oberholtzers 60, 61, 148, 229, 236, 

238. 243. 2L& 

OberholU 193 

Odenbach 2i 

Ogl laS. 19fl 

Oherhoften 128 

Olfinger 54, iiS 

O'Nell 211 

Orell IfiQ 

Oswold 29, 254 

Oster 21fl 

Ottlnger 2fi2 

Oizerberger IM 

Ouchterlony 313 

Orenhelm IIS 

Fainter 2fia. 270, 2£1 

Parish 312, 21i 

Passage 2fi8 

Park 21& 

Pare 206. 21fl 

Pastor 52 

Pastorius 130. 13L 134. 131 

Pannebecker L33 

Parli 113 

Paxton 221 

Patterson 226, 331 

Palmers 2fi 

Pat tl. son 255 

Paynter 2£1 

Patton 2M 

Paul ley 350 

Peters ^ 251, 254. 264, 5£. 102* 

119. 187. 190. 191. 197. 247. 303. 310. 

312. 351 

Percy 251. 261 26L 2M 

Penn 121L 204. 207, 208. 223, 248, 

257. 267. 300. 316. 337 

Pech .52 

Petri 190 

Penny packer 

fifL 12L 112, 21^ 239, 21L 200, 311 

Pcelman 233, 210, 243 

Petersheims 60 
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Pelnerz 

Pfoutz 

Pfauderin 

Phleln 

Pheffley 229^ 

Phlester Myer 48, 92, 

Phillips 6L 264* 54, 5L 

Pierce 

Plckel 243, 247, 

Pickle 

PIpson 

Pickeman 

Pleffer 22L 299. 

Pit cairn 314. 

Pltmaler 

Pleam 

Plank 

Ploetscher 237. 

Plaettle 

Plockhoy 

Poll 

Powell 212. 

Povan 

Pownall 

Porter 

Prenanion 205, 

Pretter 

Pratorlus 

Preneman 203, 205. 206. 210. 

Prupacher 204. 

Probs 170, 

Pratt 

Pupather 19^ 202. 205. 

Pyfer 

Kappenstein 

Rainseier 159. 

Ranch 

Rasy 

Ranck 

Rausch 

Rabe 

Randolph 

Raeber 

Relst 128, 129, 160* 122, ITL 

Reiiblln 14 

Reich 

Keher 79. 175, 179^ 180, 181^ 

Reauforniet 

RpumschwenRer 

Reuscher 

Reusommet 

RelKshoeror 

ReittonhcLsons 

Rolchert 266. 

Relchen 176, 

R«'U8ser . • 186, 190. 

Ream 



212 

12 
2i£ 

2M 
22. 
62 
2M 
2M 
ZM 
267 
28.T 

ana 

318 

m 

186 
238 

m 
73 
n& 

299 
317 
339 
233 
201 

212 
211fi 
IM 
2afi 
21fl 
Hi 
IS 
177 
232 
237 
22a 
2fi2 
317 

m 

m 
m 
lis 

m 

115 

122 

312 
267 



Reiff 239, 211 

Ressler 222 

Reed. . .214, 249, 25L 253, 258. 262. 2fifi 

Reuger 213 

Redelgeldt 211 

Ream 210, 219, 220, 233. 2fil 

Reese 109, 264. 26.'^ 

Relchman 201 

Ressor 233 

Reinhart 245, 242. 270 

Reidenbach 211 

Reublin 252 

Relsner 252 

Reinwald 2i3 

Relnholdt 253 

ReupUn 21 

Reason 283 

Relnhart.8 29L 303^ 310. 312.. 313 

Reese 275. 

Reed 268 

Reeb-Camp 2SS. 

Reissner 270 

Res.sler 25S 

Relth 285. 29L. 282 

ReriK 2fi2 

Reusser na 

Rockey 212 

Rhode 264. 2Ifi 

Ri 



es 18, 109^ 22& 

ctlsecker 42 

sser 112, 1981 ZM 

cker 1^ 

chardson 224 

chard 201. 202. 243 

chman 19S, ^OlL 221 

fe ;>26 

tBchard 156 

ttenhouse 142 

ttcr IM. 145. 154^ IM. 16L HL 

178. 180. 188, 229, 242, 243, 2fi3 



nger 152, 191 

Chen. 178. 180. 185. 187. 188. 190. 191 



chener 183 

cheuer 

sk 223 

ngstbacher 231 

chter 25L 253 

egel 

cksecher 38, H 

cks ."7^222 

Cher 303 

chey 

shter 269 

HK §2 

ne 342 

chards 
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RIss a££ 

Robel m 

Rouplln 13,14,1111 

Rothllsperger IS 

Rossea 74, m 

Roades 226^ 25L 

Ross 224 

Rodte 2ia 

Roth... .185. 187. 188. 189^ 239^ 242^ 264. 

267. 269. 285. 21>9. 303 . lUO. 1^12. m 

Rothenbubler IM 

Rotenbuler IIH 

Rohrer 162. 173, 18L 184i Hir 238x 

•1A2 243, 299. 'HQ 

RothenbulUer 113 

Robinson 192. 221 

Royer 210. 233. m 

Rote 232, 233, 263 

Rohrbach 2M 

Root 249, Zhl 

Romler 266. 

Roab 2fi9 

Roberts 21fi 

Rohr 223 

Root 2fi3 

Roop 225 

Rohr 3lLi 

Rothmantel 3fi 

Ross 31S 

Rorer 331 

Rummel 2^ 

Ruth 253^ 263, ZM. 

Rupn. . . .4L 48. 132, 171, 19L 206, 220, 

232. 265. 257 

Rusbacher 38 

Rusterholtz Sa 

Rubeli 162, IM. 12Q 

Riipp 5, 93, 97. 100. 110. 119. 147. 

149. 150. 154. 162, 172, 20L 238^ 313 

Rust 2 

Rudolph 150, 193 

Kunckel 166. 170. 171. 172. 173. 174. 

175. 176. 177. 178. 179. 180. 181. 188. 

189 

RuRen 112 

Russer ., 173, ISfi 

RuRsegger 173. 186. lAl 

Ruff 92. IM 

Rubl 18L lai 

Rubin 173, 189, m 

Rush 232 

Rusher 249 

Rutt 266i 2fiS 

Runsberger 2fiS 

Rupe 5 

Ruplin II 

Rubel 311 



Rudolf 314 

Rupser 42 

Hupp 4L 48, 2Ifl 

Ruth 275 

Rns30l .299. 303. 310. 312. 313. 314. 318 

Ruschacher 3& 

Ruch la 

Ruttimyer 25 

Rudislll 331 

Ryland 208 

Rynell 212 

Salzman 48, 123 

Salmunger 24 

Sattler. . .19. 24, 15» 58. 159, 2L 22, 35 
Saphorln 

145. 164. 165. 166. 167. 177. 2fl5 

Savanaiolo • 8 

Say lor 125, 243 

Sagimann 134 

Salkeld 2M 

Sauck 22fi 

Saches 231 

Sauter 238^ 25fi 

Sauer 232 

Sauder 232. 243, 242. 251 

Saddler 159, 243 

Salzman 48 

Saylor 22fl 

Sander 310 

Savanarola 8 

Salr 25 

Sattler 152 

Sauer 322 

Schwenkfeld 38j iii 23 

Schwartz 38. 12L 229, 238, 232 

Schneider 3L 38. 56, 128^ 2fifi 

Schnebell....€7, 84, 8L 15L 152. 
161. 171. 196 

Schlecta 11 

Schwarzenberg 4 

Schoener 29. 3Q 

Schaeffer 30. 112, 147 

Schmidt 

3S, 84, 104, 189i 229, 237. 238. 239 

Schwartzentnib 184 

Schellenberg 48, 254 

Schwendlmann 48 

jSchlechter 2fi 

I Scheider 

! 184. 104. 170. 173. 220. 237. 238. 232 

i Schnebly 92, 104. 229, 233 

} Schappe 112 

Schilling m 

Schlagel 192, 193, 194. 210, 2fi3 

Schangnua 179 

Schallenberg 185, 187, 121 

Schlai>bach 1S5 
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Schlappach I861 IM 

Schar IM 

Schmied 185^ 1M» 18?i ^ 

Schenk 76, 160. 181. 201. 202. 204. 

206x 210, 232 

Scher 17L 245 

Schin 172, llfi 

Schilt 173. 179. 181. IM 

Schyn 

Schallenberg IM 

Scholls 121 

Schurch 170, 173i 184i ISI 

Schonauer 173, IM 

Schwarwalders 22Q 

Schotts 22*} 

Schnepach 221 

Schaerer 238^ 243, 2M 

Schrack 223 

Schuymeyer 2A2 

Schuyler 242 

Schutbly 24J5 

Schwab 2hA 

Schell 2M 

Schearer 266, 2fi2 

Schumacher 

Schellenberg 18 

Schaeffer 270, 285, 302. 2M 

Schar 

Schieds 302, 214 

Schlld 2M 

Schlou^h 2M 

Schonauer 2M 

Schipes 21Q 

Schlatter 211 

Schmedly 2S3 

Schneyders 212 

Schneider 38, ufi 

SchnepK 222 

Schrack 211 

Schwartz 303. 2£ 

Schwarz ^ 

Schwendlmann 43 

Schmeld ^59 

Seckler 2fi 

Seller 2fi 

Sewer 2S 

Soaker 21S 

Sellinger 2i£ 

Seitz 22s 

Sellers 222 

Seltzer 22ii 

Seyler 2A1 

Seklmmer 2A& 

Sebor 2M 

Seeshotlz 2llS 

Seisonthaler 2M 

Seitz 2113 



Selx 218 

Seiger 292 

Shaubach 12& 

Shaeruaker 4L 82 

Shumaker 48, 50, 302, 313, 215 

Shlndler 44 

Shank. . . ._19, 128, 162. 220, 233, 76, IIS^ 

192. 205. 210. 263. 264. 274 

Shaar 

Shultz 192, 210. 229, 238. 236. 242, 

253. 262. 2fi2 

Shertz 193. 22ft 

Shar IM 

Shellenberger 184^ 190^ 

Shirk 144, 22a 

Shenck 193, 233i 228 

Shoope 210, 264i 2fi5 

Shultz 214 

Sherricks 212 

Shong 224 

Shaffer 

229. 243. 249. 251. 264. 266. 2fil 

Shwope 222 

Shever 226 

Sheetz 248 

Shantz 2fi2 

Shenckel 239, 241 

Shocks 243 

Sbuman 243, 202 

Shaub 243. 283. 212 

Shilling 243 

Shlssler 241 

Sherman 251 

Shubert 253 

Sh river 2fi2 

Shober 2£3 

Sharp 264 

Shaver 2M. 268 

Shreiner 266, 268 

Phrum 2M 

Shlong 2fi8 

Shell 2fi8 

Shaffner 310. 2all 

Shaeffer 

268. 270. 299. 310. 312. 313. 21^ 

Shavely 291 

Shawanese 9»a 

Sherts 282 

Sherman 3fl3 

Shock 3112 

Shocklier 268 

Shoemakers 270. 283, 269, 2S3 

Sholtze 212 

Shoop 21il 

Shnemaker. .60. 137. 185. 229, 247, 2£4 

Shippen 332 

Shultz 242 



J Google 



INDEX OF PERSONAL NAMES. 



Simon.... 14, 2L 44. 45, 46. 55. 56. 5L 

58. 59. 260, 8, 53. 61. 62. 100. 303 
Simon (Menno).8. 21. liL 252. 53. ai 

SImler IS 

Sittler 38, 252, 2& 

Singel 83 

Sieinverts 1S3 

SieKler m 

Slegrlst 222 

Sigman 243 

Slekommel 21fi 

Slckman 241 

Siegenthaler 233 

Singer 303x 2fi2 

Slegenthal 223 

Sleeker 41 

Slabach 102, 104, 106 

Slaremaker 210, 233 

Slough 243, 266i. 342 

Sleydonlus 82 

Sluys IfiS 

Smith 13L 14L 150, 192. 195, 218, 

22fi. 233, 236, 242, 243, 249, 25L 253. 

254. 260. 262. 263. 264. 265. 267. 268. 

2fi2. 270, 275, 283, 285. 29S, 310, 312. 

313 

Small 221 

Smeltz 

Snyder 48, 8L 92, 126, 184. 212, 229, 

232, 242, 243, 2iilx 263, 26£ 266, 26L 

269. 270. 275. 283. 285. 297. 299. 302. 

310. 312. 313. 314. 326 
Snavely....ll9. 192. 210. 226. 249. 251. 

302. 312 

Snep 102 

Sommer 184, 211L 128 

Sowers 2^ 2S5, 38 

Soulier 285 

Spattig as 

Sprogle 224 

Spangler 243. 24L 2&I ' 

Si>recher 243, 245, 312 

Snrlnger 2£3 

Spurrier 303. 312, 314, 318 

Soangler 30IL 310 

Sprenger 302 

Sprunger 223 

Spencer 303 

Stayman 128 

Stephen 38 

Stoll 38 

Stuck 185 

Strassburg 4 

Stehli 43, 4L 18L 189, 121 

Stnmpf 13, 263, 268 

Steitz 266 

Stettler 53, 162, 184. 2M 



Straten 11 

Steyn 11 

Studer 7^ 

Stroedel 79- 

Stauffer 94, 119, 184, 19L 229, 237, 

243, 256, 291, 299, 302i Mi 310, 312, 

225 

Stuss 28 

Strom 112 

Steiner 126, 162, 183, 253, 25fr 

Stramm 171, Hi, 183 

Stutzman 182 

Stoner 192. 266. 339. 348 

Steele 194^ 210, 2M 

Stehman 204, 206. 210 

Strettle 193. S3 

Stein 192, 2fifr 

Strahm 121 

Stone 205, 206, 210, 339, 342 

Steiner 

159, 122, 188, 195i 256, 186^ 12ft 

Strlne 144 

Strict 184* 18L 120 

Stuckl 182 

Stadler 187. 120 

Stockll 186, m, 120 

Stutzwarm 185 

Stolls 121 

Stattler 121 

Stultzen 121 

Stein 284 

Steff 205: 

Stoneman 210. 232 

Staner 210, 348 

Stay 210, §23 

Starr 284 

Sterman 228 

Stewart 226, 230 

Staner 222 

Steiger 262, 302, 312 

Sieckley 232 

Stoeger 232 

Stelnman 243, 249, 2oL 258 

Strauss 243, 284. 282 

Straub 249, 251, 312, 313 

Stedman 2ii3. 283. 264, 215. 315 

Stake 25ft 

Stout 263, 264, 2fil 

Sterling 284. 282 

Stoltz 288 

Stetler 288 

Starr 221 

Stamms 283 

Stell 42 

Stehle 43 

Steitz 28i 

Steinmetz 268, 285, 299, 303, 312 
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Stein 270, 285i 299. 303. 310. ai2 

StieRler 233 

Steigerwalt 302 

Steele 303i 21fl* ^ 

Still 311 

Stelner 293i 345 

Stevenson 

Stout 275. 2aa 

Steutz a& 

Stohley 312 

Stewart 311 

Stour 2fia 

Steel 311 

Stall 3S 

Streiker 232 

Strohra 292 

Strickler 31D 

Sleeker 11 

Stump 303 

Stumpf 32 

Staley II 

Stulzer IM 

Studer Ifl 

stuss as 

Sturler IM 

Stevens IM 

Stanin llfi 

Stover 221 

Sutzer 13 

Sutter IS 

Surer 190 

Sultzheira 231 

Subert 2fifi 

Susholtz 311 

Suter 

Sweltzer .y IL 2iil 

Swobia 2 

Swinderln 62 

Swisser IM 

Swaor 211S 

Swustut 21fi 

Swafort 2L2. 

Swartz 262. 267. 283. 293. 2M 

Swenk 2£1 

Swenkfeld 63, 14 

Switzer 303 

Swope Sill 

Taylor 149. IM. IM. 205. 2VL 218^ 

230. 233. 249. 2al 

Tauber 212 

Tainey 260, 2fi2 

Tannegg 293 

Tanner 51 

Tell 201 

Tenant 255. 311 

Teuscher IM. 1S2 

Telner 12L 122. 121. liL 412 



Teme 122 

Tersey 21& 

Tester 95 

Thabor IS 

Thoresly 192 

Thoma« 62, 263, 264, 267, 271, 275, 

285 '^97 '.iO^ 

Thouen^ 162, 185, 18L 189, m 

Thommen IM 

Thome 258» 2fia 

Thompson 2£2. 3111 

Timmer 2& 

Tiller 2&& 

Tlttenhoffer 266* 2fift 

Tlse 266i 21*8 

Tiffin 29a 

Tleffenderfer 312 

Tllghman 312 

Tower 20L 202 

Toup 205 

Toren IM. HI 

Tome 138 

Townsend 147, 165, Ififi 

Tran 315 

Trombonrger 269 

Trump 31S 

Trachsel 1&8 

Trasser 45 

Trussel 184il70,m.l23 

Trulberger 1S3 

Trout 249, 251 

Tslbbald IM 

Tschageler 18L 159 

Tschdbold 159 

Tschantz 192, 221.218 

Tshudy 151. 264. 303 

Tuber 202. 'IM 

Turner 18L 293 

Tuscher 159 

Twisk 50, 90 

Ulalt 3fi 

ririch 48. 159. 11 

Ulweller 256 

Unimel 113 

Unrook 2££. 2fia 

Unter 42 

UiKlegraff 83. 297. 122 

Utt 43, 18 

Utzenberger 19 

Van Leer 22fi 

Vanbibber 201i 132 

Van Webber 19L 2211 

Van Sultern 112 

jVan Giente 113 

iVenerick 12£. 205 

jVet 21 

I Vergetter 15 
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Vergerter IS 

Vittery 2fil 

Viter>' 

Vlaming , fii 

Vogel i.^Jw... afiS 

Vogt 48, 22 

Vogel 242. 245^ 

Vollen Velders 237 

Von Ravenstein 12Q. 

Vorsterman 172. 1IS» IM 

Von Aylva Hfi 

Von Guten 18L 1S9 

Vondel fifi 

Vollmer 13 

Vrauken IM 

WalU 47 

Wallace m 

Ware 318 

Wacker zm 

Walther Ul 

Wadham UQ. 

Wanners 310 

Walburn 2M. 2&3 

Walters 270. 303, 310. ai2. Zll 

Walker 303* 2M 

Waters 2fl3 

Wattenbach 43 

Wanamaker 303. 242. 2fi4 

Warfel 303 

Wagner 26. 103^ 172. 173^ 181^ Ul. 

23L 243. 25L 253. 263, 264. 275, 2S3. 

285» 29L 299, 303^ 310^ 312, 313. SH. 

318 

wagsei laa 

Waldo 3^ 2&2 

Walte 119 

Wahley 12fi 

Waldenseans ii 

Walti 42 

Wagman 

Wattenbach 43 

Warenbuer 116. 193 

Warenburger HO. 133 

Wachsel 13S 

Wattenwyl 21Q 

Walters 213. 24L 264* 22D 

Warley 22fi 

Wald 212 

Wallace 2fi4 

Ware 2M 

Walburn 2M 

Waldhauer 2fi6 

Wechlngen 103 

Wertz 104, IM 

Welnmann IM 

Weltzel 263, 266. ifl 

Welner 3S 



Weller 41 

Wesel 7. 62 

Wenger 106. 107. 132. 162. 185. 187. 

1^0. L'LM. 2M 

Weninger 43, 4S 

Weiser 4& 

Wenensch wander 4a 

Weher 

8Lm243.245.253i254.263,2fiI 

Weaver 8L 101. IM, 205, 219. i 

229. 232. 233. 243^ 2j>i, 267 

Wenger 113. 186* 189. 191* 23L 23& 

Weitrich i£i 

Welch 2fi3 

Wenrich 13^ 

Weber 219. 2M 

Wendel 243 

Welfare 25L 263 

Weybrecht 266^ 2M 

Welchans 

Weidman 36, 49. 128^ 220* 251, 2S1 

Webb 242 

Whltlock 16L 34 « 

Whitman 2I8, 2iLt 

Widower 132 

Wlllading 124 

Wissler 127. 170. 173, 191. IM* 2M 

Wilier 42 

WttTner..49. 135. 23L 254. ^ 266. 

Willink 161*, 171, 

Wllliner m 

WIdner 13a 

Wldwer 2115 

Wilmer 2115 

WUklns 210. 230 

Willis 220 

Wister 221 

Wiggins 225, 233 

Wislor 233* 333 

Wise 251, 251. 263, 201, 2M 

Winger 254 

Wilson 

2S4.264,310.2fi3,275.m285*2M 

Wiser 255 

Wistler 25S 

Wickliflfe 

Wilier 42 

Widmer 234 

Widmyer 203 

Wilki : 

Wises 303* 310. 312 

Wissner 

Wlstar 21h 

Winkler 33 

Witmer 49, 285^ 233* 299* 3fl3 

Wilkinson gSS 

Wilhelon jfifl 
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Wltman ZS^ 

• Wise ZMu 299* iHi 

Wingert IM 

Wolf gong IflQ 

Wolf. .218. 220i 222* 243. 263i 2fii» 2fil 

Worley ZM 

Wooklegh 2M 

Woork 21S 

Wook 221} 

Woolslegh 2Z2 

Worraley 2h& 

Wood 2M 

Wolpert 2fil 

Wolfes 270, 283, m 

Wolfe 275, 299^ aifl 

Wolf 299^ 303, 312 

Wonall 2111 

Workman 303 

Wool man S2I 

Wright 22fix 256» 27L 286, Ml 

Wurgler IM. 1^1 

Wuthrlch lai 

Wyler ISI 

Wyckliffe g 

Wymann 112 

Yawh m 

Yeager 2112, 310 

Yerkes 222 

Yeager 252 

Yenger 181 

Yeaglev 25 

Yost 195, 2112 

Yordea liLL 2111 222 

Yorte 205 

Y'oune 253, 26L 266, 268. 283^ 285. 

297. 299. 303. 310. 312. 313. 314 



Yanghley 260, 252 

Yobes 222 

Yoder 2S 

Zahler 156. 16L liL IM, IM 

Zalfanger ILS. 

Zahn 170, 113. 

Zann IM 

Zaug lOL 102, 104, llifi 

Zacharlsas 2M 

Zerfoss 201 

Zetz 22i 

Zehner hi 

Zellers UL 153, 155, 15S, 159. 167, 

168. 240 

Zehnder 74, US. IM 

Zenrlcher 125 

Zell 4JL S2 

Zehnyder 8L SS 

Zlnk IS 

Ziegler....l22, 239. 256. 247. 263. 264. 

243. 299. 302. 310. 2li 
Zimmerman i;i0, 132. 133, 2111. 20L 

208. 224. 229, 239. 243, 247, 253. 2M. 

26L 2S2. 29L 302i 310, 312, ailL 221L 

■•'.29. 3511 

Zolner 222 

Zolothiirn M 

Zolflnger 122 

Zorn IM 

Zug? 48,94,25.96.22^ 

Zurcher 188, 121 

Zurich 21 

Zwingle 8, HL LL 84, 100. liL 15L 

252. Ifi, 19, 20, 35. Ifl 

Zwally 260. 3fl3 

Zyles fil 
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